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VISION, FIRE AND

COMMISSION.

Rev. Barclay F. Buxton, m.a.

Isaiah 6.

Fis»on.

Response.

Cleansing.

Commission.

These are the four themes in this chapter which we

may well take heed to.
Our object in coming to this Convention is that God

will give to us the Vision, and the Fire, and the Commission
that He gave to Isaiah.
Oh that at this time, in this place, God's presence may
be so with us, and God's grace so showered upon us, that

we may see these things here.
1. Now the first of all is VISION.

"I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and

lifted up, and His train filled the temple."
A vision of glory.

I think this young man Isaiah had

gone into the temple to worship, and to pray. He knew
that beyond the veil there was the Ark of the Covenant and
the Cherubim bending over it. And he knew that that was
the Throne of God, and God's presence was manifested

there. But between him and that manifested glory there
was hung a thick veil. Isaiah was conscious of that veil
between him and God. But now in vision he sees that veil

done away. He saw the Lord face to face. He saw Him
enthroned, high and lifted up, and found He was the
Cleanser and the Blesser. And God wants us to have the

eyes of our understanding enlightened that we too may see
Him as the enthroned One, high and lifted up. It may
be that some of you have come to this Convention feeling
that there is a veil between you and your God, so that you
cannot get access to God, and cannot see His glory. Now

by the blood of Christ, the yell is done away, and we with
unveiled face can see the glory of the Lord, and be changed
into the same image. God wants that to take place here
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in this place. May we see that by the blood of Christ we
may have face to face communion with the Lord, as friend

speaks to friend. The Lord said on the last night, before
His crucifixion,

*' The world seeth me not, but ye see me."

It is the privilege of the Christian to see the Lord, for now

the veil is done away, and you and I may with unveiled
face see the glory of the Lord.
We have seen Him, in a measure, before.

When

we were burdened with sin, we saw Him on the
cross, and we saw that He was bearing the consequences

of our sin. There we found peace with God and the gift
of eternal life. Later in our experience we saw that He
was the Risen Saviour, and that He had overcome sin and

death, and that we might share that victory, and be free

from sin. That changed our Christian life into a life of
victory. But there is more still to see. We may see the

Lord as the Ascended Lord on the throne, the One in
Whose hand is all the power in heaven and in earth. God
hath highly exalted Him and has given to Him the gift of
the Holy Ghost, to shed forth on those who seek Him.
He is an exalted Saviour, who can meet all your needs,
and take away all your iniquity, and give the fire of the
Holy Ghost. Oh that each one of us may have this vision

of our Lord. That is the beginning of all blessing.
Now there was a second part to the vision that Isaiah
saw. He saw what true service was. He saw service in

heaven, and, through that he saw what service on earth
ought to be.

" Above it hovered the seraphim," waiting for instruc

tion, ready to fly swiftly, directly they got the command.
The word'seraphim'means "the burning ones," for no
servant of such a God is worthy of the service, who is not

a burning one, burning with holy fire, burning with the
Holy Ghost. Each servant of our holy God must be
baptized with fire and thus do his service.

" Each one had six wings."
8

That is, they had
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Wings, and so have lost the power of flight. Thev cannot
mount up m prayer and praise into heavenly places.
They cannot '< fly away, and be at rest."

Multitudes of Christians have no wings to fly awav
no power to mount up above trouble and sin. If trouble
comes upon thern they have no power to fly to the presence

of the Lord, and be comforted by His love. If there are
bitter words and unkind things done, or persecutions and
dangers, they have no wings to flee awav. They are full
of fears and anxieties and are not at rest. But the true

servant of God has got six wings, that is to say, God gives
to each servant of His, power to (Iv, power to rise up to
Him, and go swiftly at His commands, and fills them with
life and energy for their service.

What did each seraph do with his wings?
"With twain he covered his face"

feeling unworthy to look upon God, in deep humilitv he
covered his face.

"With twain he covered his feet." He hid himself,
feeling unworthy for God to look upon him.
"With twain he did fly,"

that is, he kept hovering near the throne, in order to hear
the softest whisper of the desire or the command of God.
Six wings, four of them for devotion, and two for service.
That is the proper proportion according to the Word of

God. Four for adoration, two for service. And as Mary
sits at the feet of the Lord Jesus and hears His word, she
has got that proportion right, she had got her wings for
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adoration as well as her wings for service in due time.
Friends, how does that speak to us here? It is so easy to
be busied in the service of God, it is so delightful to work

on, but we may work too hard, and pray too little. The
Lord says in those solemn words in Rev. 2.

" I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience,
and how thou canst not bear them which are evil:

and thou hast tried them which say they are

apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars :
And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my
name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted."

They used six wings for service, and had not one left for
prayer and worship.

He commends their service, but

grieves over their lack of adoration.

" Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee»
because thou hast left thy first love."

Where is that love? The work goes on, the labour is
done, as if that would satisfy the Lover's heart. But He
is hungry for love. He longs for a glow of love, a glow of
love by the Holy Ghost shed abroad in our hearts. Heavenly
love, love to Him and Calvary love to souls. Oh, that we
may keep this proportion right, four wings for adoration,
two wings for service. This is what service on earth ought
to be. Here is the pattern given to us. Does it find a
response in our hearts? I am afraid that often our work is
made so much of, and our praying is very shallow. Suppos
ing when you go down from this Convention an angel met
you and asked you about the Convention. You might say,
" we had a very happy time, I enjoyed the meetings very
much indeed and the beautiful hymns we sang, and I got
a lot of instruction." But the angel might look right into
you and say " I know the Lord had great expectations in
taking you to Swanwick. He longed to be able to bless you.
Have you been cleansed from sin? Have you got the
Heavenly Fire?" And perhaps you would have to answer,

"Well i got a great deal of good there, and a great deal
of instruction that I am sure will help me, but I really
10

Vision, Fire and Commission

cannot answer those questions."

Friends, what will be

your response to God's loving call, and God's blessing in
this Convention? Will you really let the Word of God
speak to your heart and convict you of your lack of love and
of devotion to Himself?

II.

Isaiah did that.

The second theme is RESPONSE.

Isaiah's response was
** Woe is me I for I am undone; because I am a

man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips."
So often our meetings send us out with a shallow joy and

shallow satisfaction that we have learnt something, and
we have not allowed the Word of God to "dig deep"into
our hearts. If the Holy Spirit is working, there will be a

deep conviction, and perhaps the best blessing we can pray
for is that which Is described as

"The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains
of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and
sorrow."

Oh, that there may be this deep conviction of our need
for holiness. You were convicted for your sins when you
first came to the Saviour.

The Holy Spirit wants to

convict you for holiness, and to bring you to His feet in
full surrender.

Isaiah confesses his sinful condition, and tells it out

before God, and before the company there. He does not

gloss it over, he is so deeply concerned in his own soul
at his condition, he cannot but confess that he is a man of

unclean lips. He has been preaching the gospel, as we see

from Chapter 1, 18. And yet now he is deeply convicted of
his own uncleanliness, because he has
" seen the King, the Lord of hosts."

The awe of God's presence causes him humbly to confess
his sins with a broken and contrite heart, and feel the
shame of it.
11
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III.

Then comes CLEANSING.

*' Then flew one of the seraphims unto me."

His confession brought immediate cleansing. From the
throne and from the altar comes the fire that purifies, the

fire of the Holy Ghost, And to-day, if anyone comes with
a broken and contrite heart before God, the Fire will most

surely be given. God will command His blessing at
Evidently this seraph got the command as
he was hovering round the throne;" Go and cleanse that
once.

man."

God sent the fire then and there, for God is

•* faithful and just to forgive," and also "to cleanse."
And therefore if we come to the place confessing our sin,
the fire will most surely come.
IV. The fourth theme is COMMISSION.

And so Isaiah is cleansed, and he can stand amongst

that heavenly throng and join in their praises. The fire he
has received brings forth songs of praise and thanksgiving
to God. As he is standing there, midst that heavenly
throng, he hears the voice of the Lord saying
"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"

No doubt that voice had spoken before, but only the cleansed
ear hears the voice of the Lord, and the cleansed heart
gladly obeys.

»

•* I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom
shall I send?"

and Isaiah, just cleansed, springs forward before all the
other heavenly hosts and cries:—

'* Here I am; send me." "Let me go."
Oh that here, in this Convention, many may thus respond
to God's call, with a real surrender to the Lord and to
His word,"Lord, use me in any way possible." It may
result in new power in. the work that you have been doing
until now, new joy, new energy, or else it may be a
commission into new work altogether.

God may say

*' Leave this now and go off for Me to some other work."
God will speak plainly. God's heart is going out to the
12
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world, His loving sympathy and tenderness is thinking of
the world lo-day, and just as of old, God "so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son," He so loves
the world to-day that He sends one here and one there, out

to the uttermost parts of the world, to do His bidding, and

to preach His gospel amongst those who have never heard
the name of Jesus. And that commission is their highest

glory, and their greatest blessedness.
Now friends, we have the Convention before us with

all its glorious possibilities.
Will j-ou pray over these
things, will you ask that your eyes may be anointed to
see the Lord, high and lifted up, and to know His glorious

power to save to the uttermost? Will you come unto God

by Him, and will you seek that there may be the response
in your heart that God desires? Then may there be the
readiness in your soul to receive His cleansing, and His fire.
And lastly pray that the Lord may speak to you, and confirm

you in the work that you are doing, or else send you out
to some new work where He will use you. May you go
down from the mountain here a burning and a shining

light, with the fire of the Holy Ghost, to do work in new
power, and new blessing, and new unction, and with a new
song of praise on your lips.
May the Lord give to each one in this Convention the
same vision of Himself, that He gave to Isaiah.

And may each heart be willing to confess his real
condition.

Then you will be baptised with the Fire of the Holy
Ghost.

And be ready to follow wherever He leads.
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SEEMING TO COME SHORT.
James Cuthbertson.

•' Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us

of entering into his rest, any of you should seem
to come short of it." Hebrews 4, 1.
I think these four words "seem to come short" must

express the feelings of most of us who belong to the Lord
Jesus Christ. There is always a feeling about the best, of

just missing something, I mean in spiritual things. We
meet with God on sundry occasions, He blesses us in our
souls and we are happy for a time, and then there comes

this sensation of "seeming to come short" as though
while unquestionably we have got something, yet there is
still something more.

Now the proposition we bring to you in these meetings
of the Japan Evangelistic Band is very simple. This morn
ing at breakfast I had a cup of coffee, which was about two
thirds full. When I sought my second " blessing," my
second cup, I said, "Please fill it up." That is the
proposition, "coming short," and getting filled up.
Crossing the Atlantic the other day, my wife and I were
in conversation with two very excellent ladies, sincere and
religious, earnest Church-goers. We were discussing the
value or otherwise of attacking the practices of people who
are outside the Lord Jesus Christ, the worldly man's habits,
the things he likes to do. One of the ladies said that in
the place where she was working there was an earnest

Christian who did not go to theatres, pictures, bridge
parties, etc., and she could not understand it. I suggested
that she might have something that satisfied her completely
without these things, and the lady with a surprised look
said " You mean if I got more of Christ I would not need
these things?" That is the proposition. Most of our
troubles, our difficulties and perplexities, would be solved
14
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by this one thing, having more of Christ or Christ
having more of you.
That simply is the explanation
of the J.E.B. Swanwick Conference. Oh to get more of
Christ!
We have no magic password here, nor any
particular "steps," no unusual creed, views or slogan, it

is simply that we might some-how get more of Christ.
1»

Conversion and Regeneration.

(a) The Difference.

I want to say one or two things, and I do beg of you
to listen thoughtfully. Some of us"seem to come short"

possibly, because we lack a definite objective. God placed
before Israel a definite objective, the Land of Rest.

He

said "Enter in," but they "came short." It may be, and

I am speaking principally to those who are here for the
first time, it may be the feeling of dissatisfaction, the feel

ing of having missed something in your spiritual life is
because though you have been "converted," you have
never been "born again."

Bear with me very patiently. I am not seeking to be

argumentative, but to clarify a point.
"Conversion"
simply means to turn God-wards, which is something a
man can do. " Regeneration" on the other hand, is a
work exclusively performed by the Holy Ghost, and is
God's answer to the"turning"on the part of the man or
woman. There are many people who attend our churches

who might very well be described as proselytes, which means
"turned ones." They have turned sincerely and are fully
desirous of entering into a real experience of salvation, but
their "turning" has come short of that radical work of

the Holy Ghost which the Lord Jesus spoke of as being
"born again." The evidences of such a lack of regenera
tion are very simply slated.

(b) The Explanation.

One who, though having "turned" God-wards, has
never received God's life within, is characterised by a lack
15
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of assurance. There is no glad rejoicing in that soul. There
is no definite testimony to sins forgiven, and having passed
from death to life.

Or again in such a case the life is unchanged. Though
such go to various religious services, the life is unchanged,
and it may be your sense of "coming short" is owing to
this. You may have"turned"towards God in all sincerity,
and you pray and read the Word, but the Holy Spirit has
not yet implanted within you His divine life. The soul
which has passed from death to life rejoices in a clear
assurance of salvation, and a certain knowledge that all
sins of the past have been blotted out. Such a soul can
heof God's voice in the Word, such a soul possesses in

greater or lesser degree, o new spirit, as John in his Epistle
says

" We know that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren."

Such a soul desires the fellowship of Christians. There is
a change in the life. Has there been a change in your
life? Or do you seem to"come short " There is certainly
a distinction between man's work of turning to God and

the work of the Holy Ghost in such a soul.
Regeneration, stated more simply, is receiving some

thing from God.
The sincere enquirer is always so
desperately anxious to give something to God, meetings,
prayers, gifts, Bible reading, Sunday observance, good
intentions, promises, etc.

*' But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God."
The " new birth" is God's answer to the upward look of

expectant faith, and the reaching out of the hand of faith
to receive God's gift of life. Put it another way. It is the
one who opens the heart and invites the Lord Jesus to come

in, who receives implanted Divine life and so knows the
work of the Holy Ghost.

An American friend told us he was in London on the

occasion of some public ceremony, and he had the great
16
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privilege of a perfect view of the whole proceedings. He
took photographs of King George V, Mr. Lloyd George and

other celebrities, and he went back to the hotel so happy
that he had the photographs, only to find to his horror
there was no film in the camera 1 This is practicallv what

people do to-day.

They go to various religious services,

which is the spiritual equivalent of exposing the camera,

hoping to get an impression of the King, but in many cases
there is no film in the camera, there is no receptive element
in the heart, there is no faith. They go, they give to God
their attendance at the service, but they come away empty.
They have received nothing.

Now I start with and emphasise that point because there
are always some people at this Convention who have no

experience of being "born again." They hope thev are
all right, but are YOU born again? Have YOU received

life from God by the Holy Ghost? Do YOU know your
sins are forgiven? Do YOU know you belong to Him?
(c) The Illustration.

The distinction I have made is thoroughly scriptural.
Abraham had a similar experience.. We must presume he
had some measure of faith when he left Ur for Haran as

stated in Gen. 11 and 12, but not till Gen. 15, some years
later, are we told
" Abram believed in the Lord; and he counted it to
him for righteousness."

Paul, taking up this text, said that this was Abraham's

justification by faith. What about his previous faith? It
was the faith of a man who had "turned" to God, but
still unjustified, not born again.
The story of the children of Israel is also like this. On

that never-to-be-forgotten Passover night, each family saw
the father going outside with the lamb, slaying the lamb,
and sprinkling the blood.
Then in obedience to the
command of God, and under shelter of the shed blood, Israel
journeyed three days in Egypt. They reached the shores of
2
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the Red Sea, and in the Old Testament the Red Sea is

the counterpart of Regeneration in the New. It was the
passing out of the old life into the new. They had seen
the lamb slain and the blood shed, and they knew it was

in virtue of that they were being protected day by day. But

more was needed for salvation, they must cross the Red
Sea and begin their new experience outside Egypt. Rivers

in the Bible always speak of the Holy Ghost.

Having

seen, so to speak, the Father's work, and looked at the

Cross objectively, they had "turned" heavenwards, but
they had to pass out of the realm of death (Egypt), into the

realm of life (wilderness). Man can follow God and still
not know the regenerating work of the Holy Ghost in their
hearts. It may be YOU are doing this. Your Church
going, Bible reading and praying are your attempts to win
salvation from Him, You are trying to give God some

thing in exchange for salvation. As you sit there, and while

I am speaking these few words, ask the Lord Jesus Christ
to come into your heart.

" If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me."

Ask Him in and dare to believe that in response to your

prayer of faith He does come in, that He has come in now,
and thank Him for coming in.

"As many as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God."

Is that where you "seem to come short?"
2.

Born Again but not Sanctified.

Let us pass on. I want to speak to those who know
that experience of being born again, but are not sanctified.
They seem to "come short." They have a feeling that
though a child of God, they have not reached God's
standard. There is still a feeling of dissatisfaction, of
"coming short." Born again but not sanctified. Now for
the sake of some who possibly may be hearing these things
18
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perhaps for the first time, may I say that this doctrine of
sanctificaiion also is thoroughly scriptural. The Word of
God gives us very clearly seven clear illustrations of God's
sanctifying work in the soul.

(a) The lllustralious of Sanctificatio».
Tor instance Circumcision is one. God speaks of circum
cising the heart that His people may love Him perfectly.
i K rt f suggests
ciirfrf^cfc the work of purification, the putting away
'That

of pollution and impurity.

We have the illustration of

Health which is used in the Scriptures as a picture of well
being.

The word means wholeness—holiness.

"I am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly."

Not merely to be alive, but to be vigorously alive, not an
infirm child of God, but healthy, with alertness, vigour,
vitality, freshness, vim, power.
Or again we have the illustration pf sonship.
In
Galatians 4 is drawn a comparison between infants and
sons. In English we cannot make such a clear distinction

as the Greek does. The Infant, Paul says, is no different
from a servant, no different from a, slave, but God has sent
the Spirit of His Son into our hearts.

He does not want

us always to be infants, and when His sanctifying grace
operates in the heart, we become "sons," capable of under
standing the Father's mind, of entering into the Father's
plans, of becoming a partner with Him in all projects; no
longer a child, an '* infant," as the original has it, but a
"son."

Or again, we have the figure of the Sabbath as a type
of God's sanctifying work. The Sabbath was a day of
freedom from work and from burdens, the picture of rest.

How many burdened children God has. They are carrying
burdens which God never meant them to carry. God wants

to bring you into the enjoyment of His spiritual Sabbath.
Or again there is the illustration of the Wedding, where

two arc made one.

We get that in Romans 7 clearly.
19
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That is also an illustration of God's sanctifying work. You

may be betrothed to the Lord Jesus, but are you married?
You may have entered into some loving engagement with
Him, but are you one with Him?

Then there is the Land. God has presented you and me
with a vast estate, and He wants us to enter into it and
make that estate our property, our personal possession.
It is a land of unfailing supplies, of continual fruitfulness,
of rich blessing and constant victory over enemies, and it is
yours, given to vou. Go into it and possess it. Take it,
oh, take possession of it.

Finally we have the Temple where the soul is so dedi
cated to God, so completely and exclusively God's that every
breath the soul breathes, every action it takes, is an act of
ministry towards Him.

God has put this seven-fold illustration of His
deeper work of grace, of purification, condition, pro
gression, freedom, union, appropriation, ministration, so

clearly in His Word, that "the wayfaring man, though a
fool, need not err therein."

(b) The Dispositions of the Unsanctified.

Then, if you would know something of the character
istics of the unsanctified, and I speak from the Word and

personal experience, you will find them in 1 Cor. 10. 6, 6.
" But with many of them God was not well pleased ;
for they were overthrown in the wilderness.'Now
these things were our examples, to the intent we
should not lust after evil things, as they also
lusted."

V. 6. Lusting after evil things.

There was a stage in Israel's wilderness wanderings
when they began to hanker after "flesh" and Cgjpt
(Numbers 11. 5)., They wanted to get back to the land they
knew so well, to their former experience. It seemed a much
more comfortable experience than the one they were passing
20
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through. There was a hankering in the heart for the things
that were gone, and this was the beginning of backsliding.

They " turned back in heart to Egypt"(Acts 7. 39). This
is a characteristic of Christians who do not know God's

sanctifying work.

There is a readiness to backslide, an

easiness to take offence. Oh how soon some begin to wish

they had never come lo Christ when .they feel within their
hearts fleshly impulses and desires. It becomes so painful,

they wish they had never started to walk this path. They
turned back in their hearts to Egypt.
J'

V. 7. "Idolatry."

'• Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as
it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink,
and rose up to play."

"Eat, drink, play." In how shorter, how clearer a phrase,

could you describe present day life—eat, drink, play. Men
are taken up with the things of the present, business, home,
food, raiment, the anxieties and the pleasures of life. No,
I do not object to sport personally. Since I left Japan last
year, I have been si>ending some time in sport, but everv
time I grasped a tennis racket or went for a swim 1 had

one prayer," Health and the Holy Ghost. Health and the

Holy Ghost." If you can pray when you play," Give me

health and the Holy Ghost," God will bless your tennis, and
other sport. But without such a prayer, sport becomes an

idol, being taken up with the things of the present life

becomes a form of idolatry.

Israel had forgotten their

absent leader, and were not looking for his return. Thev
were taken up and absorbed in the things of this life, which
is a characteristic of the unsanctified soul.
;;

V. 8. "Fornication,"

" Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them

committed, and fel( in one day three and twenty
thousand."

This is the illustration of spiritual adultery, the striking

parable of the scattering of one's affections on forbidden
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things.

The love of the heart should be centred on Him

as a devout and loving soul, but instead of that it is scattered
on this thing or that thing, this person or that. God calls
this sin of double heartedness, fornication. It is the sancti
fied soul whose heart has been circumcised to love God

passionately, love God above every other person and above
every other thing, a heart aflame with devotion to the Father,

Son and Holy Ghost. Dissipated affection is another mark
of the unsanctified.

V. 9. "Light Bread."
" Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also
tempted, and were destroyed of serpents."

This story is in Numbers 21. 6, 6.
They were tired of the manna. " Our soul loatheth

this light bread." There was loss of the desire for spiritual

things, no appetite for the things of God. How some of us
know the time when the Bible was distasteful, prayer and
testimony a burden.

Conventions were unattractive and

Christian life a formality. We had little or no desire for
God. This also is a symptom of the unsanctified.
V. 10. *' Complaints."
" Neither murmur ye."

Numbers 14 contains this story of refusal to enter the Land,
and it is another characteristic of that stage which we spoke

of as being born again, but not sanctified, when the tongue
is unclean. It is under the power of self or of Satan, and

is a bitter, censorious, jealous tongue, unsanctified and of
evil influence. Is your speech pure and praiseful, or impure
and complaining?

(c) The Operations of Sanctification.

The strongest argument in favour of this doctrine of
sanctification is your experience.

Is what you have now,

all that God meant for you, when He gave the Lord Jesus
Christ to die on Calvary? Does "salvation " mean a sin22
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filled life, a life of frequent failure, of bitterness and dis

appointment? No, verily God "provided some better thing
for us." What is it? It is the operation of sanctification

through the blood of Christ. When God sanctifies the soul.
He deals with sin. What was it that entered into man in his
innocence, away back in the Garden of Eden? It was simply
a doubt of God', and as the fruit of that Satanic seed, there
was produced in the heart of .Adam and Eve a fear of God,
a shrinking from God, a distrust of God, a shyness of God,
a resistance to God.

What is it that makes the born again Christian shrink
from some call of God? God calls you to a certain action,

or step, and you say to yourself, "I wonder what God
means by this? I am afraid it is going to mean something
unpleasant for me," and you shrink from it. fearing God.
That is the evil heart of unbelief, in "departing from the
Livinf^ God." The Holy Ghost comes to take THAT away.

He wants your soul to be wholly turned towards God with
the fullest confidence in God, with no shadow of doubt in
God. You mav be imperfect and incomplete in a variety of
wavs but if the Holv Ghost can got your heart turned Godwards without a shadow of mistrust in you, God can do

anything with you, perfect your faith and complete your
obedience, which is His initial sanctifying work. Negatively,
the Holv Ghost comes in to turn out all that formerly

possessed your heart, even Satan himself, and, positively, to
fill you with Himself.
The Holv Ghost comes to dear away everything of

Satan's, so that the full light of the glorious gospel of
Jesus Christ mav illuminate every corner. That is
sanctification. He comes in and possesses everything. Do

you feel that vou have *' come short?" You have a glorious
opportunity in these wonderful days when God is drawing
near to us, your chance of a lifetime.
Do not believe the objectors to this wonderful truth

which the Holy Ghost has made clear. Do not believe
them. It is only giving the Lord Jesus Christ His full place
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in your heart. It is not making anything of you. It is
just making everything of Him.
3.

Sanctified but not Soui^winning.

It may be you have testified to God having sanctified
you in this way, yet you still feel you "come short."
Though you are sanctified you are not soul-winning. Have
you received the Holy Ghost? Has He come upon you to
make you a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ?

We think England is the finest and loveliest country in

the world, but it has its shortcomings too. We laughed to
see the railway stations still lighted by gas. You will find
electric light in almost every village and hamlet in Japan.
To see gas lamps still in use makes us smile. But I got
a wonderful sermon from an incandescent gas mantle
recently. 1 saw the little mantle with its loop of string

overhead. We hang it on a little upright over the gas. We
apply a match and burn the stiffening out of it, and all
that remains is a fragile shell suspended from its support by
its little loop with arms clasped upwards. Just like an
"earthen vessel," with the dross and earthliness burned

out, clinging by its two upward stretched arms, just hang

ing there, no strength in itself, nothing in itself to illuminate
a square inch, but just hanging and letting the light shine

through. Faith and prayer are our two arms, and we too
can glow when the fire has touched us with a magnificent

light all around. I want to be a light like that, just hanging
on the blessed Lord Jesus with all the tenacity of faith's

simple grip, and with prayer, that the blessed baptism of the
fire of the Holy Ghost might glow near and far, bringing
light to those sitting in darkness. Oh, to be an incandescent
gas lamp of the Blessed Holy Ghost.

A relative of mine paid 10/- to teach me what real music
is.

He took me to hear a famous conductor and his

orchestra. There was nothing but instrumental music from
beginning to end. He is a very famous conductor. He
stood there with his orchestra of 150 performers, all
specialists in their instruments, without a note of music, a
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tall, slim, white-haired figure, under the brilliant lights, and

just by gesture and look in this direction and that direction,
and by the play of his fingers it seemed to me he just drew
music out of the violins, cellos, harps and other instruments.

It was a beautiful picture. He reminded me of the Holy
Ghost, who draws music out of glad and devoted lives. The

plavers on their part had eyes for nothing but an occasional
and rapid glance at their books, and the fingers of the
conductor.

I know my friend got his 10/- worth of music, I got
mine in a wonderful sermon. Oh, to sit with one's eyes only
on the Book and Him, and let Him draw out of my soul

just any harmony He cares to! That is what the Holy
Ghost comes to do.

Oh friends, do you "seem to come

short" of something like that? A promise has been left

you. Oh, to know His regenerating work, to know His
sanctifying, sin-cleansing, Satan-ejecting work, and to
know the complement to that, the wonderful baptism of the

Holy Ghost that fills me with Christ and makes even me
an efficient witness for Him.
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"HE

OFFERED

HIMSELF."

B. Godfrey Buxtok, m.c., m.a.

"By His own Blood He entered in once into the

Holy place, having obtained eternal redemption."
Hebrews 9. 12.

This statement tells us how the Lord Jesus ascended up
to Heaven. I wonder if you have ever realised that Christ
was the very last person in the whole world Who was
ever likely to enter into Heaven again? That there was no

one who had less chance of ever getting to Heaven than
He had? For He"bare our sins in His own body on the
tree." So He bare more than mine and more than yours,

for He bore the sins of the whole world, of all generations,
of all nations, of all mankind. We read that He was the
propitiation for the sins of the whole world. More than that,
w*e read in 2 Corinthians V. 21:—

"For He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew
no sin,"

and in St. John's Gospel:—
"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up."

The serpent's poison resulted in suffering and death. "As
the serpent ... . even so the Son of man was lifted up."
Thus God made Him to be sin for us.

So here was One upon Whom was the condemnation of
the sins of the whole world and of all time; and here was

One Who became sin, that root which produced the whole
tree of iniquity throughout the world's history. Thus He

was the very last person who could ever enter again into
the courts of Heaven. We have only our sin. We have
only that in us that produces sin through us. But He had
the whole bodv of the sin of the world.
cried :—
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"He Offered Himself"

"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"
How then is it that we read that He entered a^jain into

the courts of Heaven? Yes, and far more than that, God

set Him at His right hand, there to abide. The answer is
in this verse:—

"By (the Greek word means — "through the
agency of ") His own Blood He entered in once
into the holy place."

At the Cross He put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
If that sacrifice had not been sufficient. He would have

been the first one to prove it, for He was the first one who
dared to believe in the precious Blood that was shed.

Coming up from the grave, He went straight up to the
courts of Heaven, through His confidence in the agency of
the Blood that had been shed ; and He Who bore the sin of

the whole world. Who was made sin for us, He, through

His own precious Blood, entered once more into the holy
place, of which we read that nothing that defileth shall
over enter in.

Do you see what that means?

Do you see that as

we to-day worship in thanksgiving for these symbols of

His body broken, and His life poured out, we worship
Him Who is now at the right hand of God, Who came

to that place in virtue of His confidence in the sufficiencv of the Sacrifice th.at had been made lo put away sin.
Do vou see that as He is there now at the right hand of

God it is proof evident that His precious Blood avails to

put away all sin, to deal with its penalty, and lo purify us
from all iniquity. What a wonderful thing! We do not

gather to speculate whether there is really sufficient to
atone for our sin, or whether possibly there is some sin we
have committed that is so vile that it is not taken away.

We gather here for thanksgiving, because we have evidence
that the precious Blood of Christ was not only sufficient

for ours, but for the sins of the whole world as well. And

so perfectly does it purify the soul that believes in Him,
that He is hcneeforlh able to abide in the holy place in the
presence of a holy God.
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We read in 1 John iii, 5:—" thqt He was manifested to
take away our sins"

and in that He is at the right hand of God, we have
evidence He did it.

We read in 1 John iii, 8:—" He was manifested that He

might destroy the works of the Devil."

and in that He is at the right hand of God Himself, there
is evidence that He did it.

Praise God for that.

So we will come to-day to worship, because in these
emblems is the token that there is sufficient in the Death

of Christ for the sin of the whole world, and that every
thing has been done that makes possible our return to the
heart of God, and our enjoyment of all that comes from the
Throne of God? There is cause to worship here, for there
is evidence that it is so.

This is indeed a service of

thanksgiving.
Let us look for further causes of worship. We read in
Acts ii, 33:—

"Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted,

and having received of the Father the promise of
the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this."
There is more to be received after sin has been put away.

Here is a further promise. The Greek word " promise"
means literally "the good news for you." It does not
only mean "the good news," but"the good news for you."
The glorious message of the Holy Ghost is for you. Long
before, He had been promised. And when the Lord Jesus

ascended to the right hand of God, through His own

Blood, putting away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, then
that promise of the good news to you of the Holy Ghost

became available. And the Holy Spirit in writing the Bible
took up that word and used it again in 1 John i, 5.
"This then is the message" or literally,

*' This is the good news for you, that God is light
and in Him is no darkness at all."
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Surely thai is one of the most awe-inspiring verses in
Scripture. "God is light." " In Him is no darkness at

all" neither in spirit, nor in motive, nor in act, nor in

attitude, nor in person, nor in relationship, nor in judg
ment, nor in kindness. Nothing is dark in Him. All is

light. "This is the message, that God is light and in Him
is no darkness at all," and " If we walk in the light . ...

We have fellowship one with another." What an amazing
thing. The Lord links these two great facts, "that God
is light, and in Him is no darkness at all" with that news
to us that the Holy Ghost is poured forth to enable us to

walk in the light. "Therefore being by the right hand of

God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise
of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this." So you see
there is firstly provision to deal with the past and to deal
with the cause of the past, and then there is the provision
of God Himself to enable us to walk in God's presence day

by day. As you consider these things, do you wonder we
come to this table to partake of these emblems that tan

gibly cause us to gather to thank God for such provisions?
Surely we could hardly do anything else.
Some may say,"It may be true of Christ that He was
delivered from the sin He bare, but can that be true for

me, an ordinary human being?" The answer can be found

in the story of Stephen in Acts 7, 69,"and stoned Stephen,

calling upon God and saying *" Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit."' He would never have said that, if his spirit had
been full of rebellion and unbelief and impurity and bitter
ness towards the people who were stoning him. Nor, if he
had felt God had failed him, would he hove wanted to

commit his spirit to Him. But in those moments his spirit
was unsullied. His spirit had been purified by the Spirit of

God; and nothing in that cruel situation defiled it. At that
moment to be in Christ's presence was his one desire, so
that he could say, " Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." And
then turning to earth he cried with a loud voice:—" Lord,

lay not this sin to their charge." What a proof that the
divine nature had been imparted to him. He proved it in

circumstances that were most strongly against any senti29
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ment of that kind.

He could not have acted it.

Such an

occasion finds the man as he really is, and proves in fact
that the salvation of God does purify the spirit and does
make us partakers of the divine nature.

1 wonder how you and I will receive to-day this Holy
Communion. It is a, service of thanksgiving.

You re

member in the story of the Peace Offering, which is a pic
ture of the Communion Service, that
and brought his offering, frdm which
priest and God Himself were to have a
wonderful fellowship had become his,

the olTerer came
both he, and the
portion. What a
who was once a

sinner, by the shedding of the blood of the lamb. As he
partook of that offering, he found satisfaction in it, for his
every need had been met by it. And the priest, who took

the offering, had satisfaction in the offering; for through
the offering he had been able to bring this man into joyful
fellowship with God Himself. And wc read that not only
did the offerer have a satisfying portion, and the priest have
a satisfying portion, but there was a portion set aside for
God; for God rejoiced in that as He considered it. He

realised that here was the offering that made possible fel
lowship with those who had been rebels and sinners. So to

all it was a service of thanksgiving. What a wonderful
thing that God the Father is satisfied and thankful at this
memory of the death of Christ. What a wonderful thing
that our Lord Jesus, our Priest is satisfied and thankful

that His offering availed and proved sufTident. But have
you ever thought what it cost?

" For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son."

"God was in Christ reconciling the world unto
Himself."

Before the foundation of the world, the Godhead considered
how to reconcile unto God the forthcoming rebellion of the

W'orld. That meeting is illustrated In the 22nd chapter of
Genesis.

The Godhead said to the Father, "Take now

Thy Son, Thine onlv Son Whom Thou lovest, and offer
Him there for a burnt offering"that Our will may be done.
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And the Father so loved that He gave.

That is what it

cost Him. And foreseeing all that was coming to pass,
foreseeing the inability of the blood of bulls and of goats to
take away sins, the Lord Jesus came and said to the Father,
'* Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God." And it cost Him

the offering up of His body, with all its powers to do good
on earth, for the sake of the sin of the world. And as vou

partake here, you are reminded of the great sacrifice of the

Father, and the great sacrifice of the Son. Have you no
offering to bring this morning?

Are you the only one qt this service who has no offering
to bring? The Father and the Son have made theirs. Have
you? You live through their Sacrifice. You have been

made holy by the death of Christ working death to sin in
you. And so you can be acceptable to God as a sacrifice

that He could use you where He will, and your life will

always be a sweet savour of Christ as was Stephen's
with all the nausea of sin put away. And as you draw near
to the Lord's Table and identify yourself with this Sacrifice,
by the mercy of God you will be enabled to present yourself
a sacrifice acceptable unto God which is your reasonable

service. Like Stephen it may cost you in a few months your
life.

We have road of the three Freds who have just laid

down their lives on the mission field. It was Fred Wright's
first e.\pedition for the Master; and we believe he was

murdered the first day he got there. It may cost you that,

it may cost you a life lived for others, despised, rejected,
if you offer yourself q sacrifice unto God. Or like St. P.nul,
stoned, shipwrecked, with every possible suggestion that
God has forsaken you a dozen times; but because the

precious Blood has wrought in you a real purging, you will
always be a savour of Christ, never standing up for your
self, but always being what God would have you, always

seeking the lost, the most lonely and most down. It may
cost you either. What fruit will follow?
I know a man who had drunk twenty-two half pints of

beer and came drunk into a meeting. He was wonderfully
saved and his whole life has been heaven on earth since.
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I know 3 rich man who was wonderfully saved.

He is

now farming. Trade began to get rather bad and he began

to turn off his men. Knowing they had wives and children
and needed bread and butter, he went to his partners and
said," I cannot turn them off." The consequence is, he is

sometimes down to a few shillings to pay those men. See
how much salvation has meant in these two cases to those

around them.

Will you enjoy your salvation and your

sanctification alone, taking no pains to bring others to re
ceive the same?
Or will you present yourself a living
sacrifice for His sake, Who gave all; and for their sakes

who might be saved through your testimony? The stream

of blessing will be as far-reaching as in the two illustrations
above.

We read in the 12th and 16th verses of Leviticus 7, con

cerning the Peace Offering that it was both a thank offer
ing and a voluntary offering. So as you partake of the
Bread and Wine, let your heart flow out in thanksiving;
and as the mercy of God works deep within you, let it
cause vou also to present yourself a voluntary offering, a
sacrifice acceptable to God, in glad abandon to the will of
God. through which you yourself have been so greatly
enriched. Then live out your sacrifice by dying daily for
others.

Remember."He offered Himself."
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VISION IN THE VALLEY.
Mrs. R. p. Dun.n'-Pattisok.

As a beast goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of the

Lord caused him to rest, so didst Thou lead Thy people to
make Thyself a glorious name." Isaiah 63. 14.

I want to pass on to you this morning a message that
the Lord has recently given me, and in which I have found
both warning and encouragement, as well as comfort.

Rest IS what every human heart is seeking, and this can
only be found as a X'ision of the Lord Himself is given to
the seeking soul. On the mountain side the Lord Jesus
gave Visions of Himself through His word. His love and
grace revealed to His listeners. On the mountain top He
revealed His glory, as He was transfigured before His
disciples.

There is, however, a Vision of the Lord to be found in the

valley, and it is only as we have passed through the valley
and seen Him there. Friend and Saviour indeed that the

veil can be removed, and then we shall see Him one day
soon, a glorified Christ descending, to take us to Himself
to dwell with Him for ever.

How many of God's children these days are passing
through the valley 1 All those who would be"overcomers"
must pass that way.

"/Is a beast goeth down into the valley .
So didst Thou lead Thy people . . . ."

The valley is the place where rest is to be found, we are
told here, and rest can only be found at the feet of Jesus.
He leads us there that He may give us rest: He leads us

there that He may make to Himself a glorious Name. He

has gone down to the valley Himself, and in the valley we
shall find Him, find Him already there, and there He will

reveal Himself in ways that we had never thought of, in
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manifestations of love and grace that could never be re
vealed to us except in the valley I

In 1933 I was present at a little Prayer Conference at

which my brother, Pagct Wilkes was also present.

He
went, not as a speaker, but for prayer, fellowship and
waiting on God. During those days the burden on his soul
seemed to find expression in verses from Psalm 73, prayed
out continually, and in earnest supplication to God.
"So foolish was I and ignorant, I was as a beast
before Thee.

Nevertheless I am continually with Thee."
Psalm 73. 22-23.

These words thus prayed in weakness, but in strong faith,

were greatly blessed to some of those present, and one
Christian worker wrote later of the deep comfort they had

been to her. She was enabled then to lay hold in faith of
the blessed word of Hope, when passing through a valley

of difficulty at that time—" nevertheless, I am continually
with Thee."

I want to suggest to you this morning a few thoughts on
five valleys mentioned in Scripture.
1. The Valley of Death. Ezek. 37. 1-14.

Ezekiel was commanded by God to go down to this

valley—a valley full of dry bones. Life there had been
once, but now barrenness, dryness, silence and immobility:
no unifying force of muscle or tissue or flesh to clothe them,
no breath of life to give movement! There are those now,

who like the prophet, have been given of God a vision of
souls in the valley of death—of souls dried, barren, without
life, of souls without hope, sunk in silence, joyless, with
no power of testimony, and of praise to God. There are
those in the valley themselves, who looking back on the
past, see themselves, and feel themselves, as barren and
dried. When hope is gone they cry as Israel cried : " Our
bones are dried, and our hope is lost; we are cut off for
our parts." Ezek. 37. 11.
M
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They cry as Zion cried, pictured to us as a woman of lost
hopes:—

•' The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath
forgotten me." Is. 49-14.

A valley indeed of lost hopes, of dried bones, a valley of
Death I

.If there is a soul passing through such an experience, a
soul in this valley, let that one hear the word of the living
God :—

" Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and
ye shall live."
"Behold ... I will open your graves . . . and ye
shall live."

Ezek. 37. 12-14.

If there is such a soul let that one lift up the eyes and see
what God has promised :—

"Lift up thine eyes round about and behold : all

these gather themselves together." Is. 49. 18.
A multiplied life for those who, in the valley, will lay
hold of the promises; to whom God says: ** Can a woman

forget her sucking child . ... yet will I not forget thee.
Behold, I have graven thee on the palms of my hands:
thy walls are continually before me." Is. 49. 15-16. Let

the prayer of the Psalmist be then breathed out in faith.
" Nevertheless, I am continually with thee "—

Lifting the eyes above circumstances, away from self, and of
people, to the Heavens above, may the weary, discouraged
soul hear God say as He did to Abraham, when He brought
Him forth from his tent:—

"Look now toward Heaven, and tell the stars . ..
So shall thy seed be." Gen. 16. 6.

May the heart of the discouraged one believe, as he did, of
whom it was said :—

" In hopeless circumstances, he hopefully believed."
Rom. 4. 16»

During Divine Service last Sunday evening, in the first
lesson, Joshua 3, the command to the priests bearing the
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ark—" Ye shall stand still ...

(v. 8.) came as His

message that day to my heart. Let us "stand still" and
see the Salvation of our God. The ark of God—Christ in
the midst—is with tis. The breath of God will breathe

upon us. He who has said : " I am the Resurrection and
the Life, he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live "—will cause Resurrection Life to come, the

graves will be opened, the grave clothes removed, Life,
Heavenly Life will come, and His Glory be manifested.

The planning and scheming, and carnal energy of past
years will die, and the Divine Breath of God will come in

answer to believing prayer. I am reminded of two verses
of praver written by my brother. Oh ! that we also may
pray them in faith :—

"Draw out my soul in living faith.
That Thou and Thou alone can'st give :
O I let me feel once more the breath

That makes the dying sinner live.
The breath Thou breathest long ago,
Breath of the Promised Holy Ghost :

Breathe once again that I may know
The earnest of a Pentecost."

2. The Valley of Defeat. 2 Kings 3.

This is another valley into which the Spirit of God

brings the soul, who would be an "overcomcr."
In this wonderful story we see, in the figure of King
Jehoshaphat, blessed Faith, the faith of the overcomer;

while in Jehoram unbelief stands as a menace to a life of
victory. In Elisha, figure of the Living Lord, we hear the
command and promise of a faithful, loving God, Who
longs to bless His people. This victory to be given over

Moab (type of the world) was not to be obtained by natural

agencies—wind or rain—but through the word of the
Living God. How continually are we tempted to obtain
spiritual blessing for ourselves, or for others, by our own

wisdom, our own work and efforts. God will have none of
them. All the glory must be His, and His alone. Through
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this pitfall ot carnal effort and energy we find ourselves,
as did these people, in a Valley of Defeat. How impossible

seemed the position, and unbelief (Jehoram) declared it to
be hopeless!

They were indeed at "wits end corner"—but this was just
the place for God to work 1
"There shall be neither wind nor rain, yet that

valley shall be full of water."
It was water they needed, for they were dying of thirst;

and thirsting, they heard the promise of the "Living Lord"
standing in the midst of the valley :—

"If any man thirst, let him come unto me and
drink'. . . He that believeth . .. out of him shall

flow rivers of Living Water." John 7. 37-38.
But there was a condition; only one:—

" Make the valley full of ditches."
Oh! blessed confession of the soul! .As one writer has

said : " Let us run the heavenly ploughshare of confession

through the heart!" Let us humble ourselves under the
mighty Hand of God, leave nothing unexposed to the Divine
gaze; let every sin, backsliding, failure be confessed to
Him, and let confession and apology be given to this one,
or that one against whom may-be we have sinned. Yes,
let the valley be full of ditches!

The glorious life-giving water came, and not only the
valley but the whole country was full of water. When the
Holy Ghost comes, then victory is sure. When the Holy
Ghost comes He reveals Jesus; Ho reveals a victorious

Saviour. The enemy fled at the sight of blood—" the sun

shone upon the water, and the Moabiies saw the water on
the other side as red as blood." (v. 22). It was true then,
as now that he who obeys the command, and believes the

promise, of a faithful loving God, overcomes — "by the
Blood of the Lamb and the word of his testimony."
Rev. 12. 11.

In the Valley of Defeat, as in the A'alley of Death,
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Christ is in the midst. When all seems lost and hope
fades, let us "stand still," obey His word, believe His

Promise, praise His name and pray as the Psalmist:—
"So foolish was I and ignorant: I was as a beast before
Thee,

Nevertheless I am continually with Thee."
'* There is power, power, sin-destroying power,
In the precious Blood of the Lamb."
3.

The Valley op Loneliness.

Ezelc. 3. 22.

" Arise, go forth into the Valley (R.V.), and I will
there talk with thee."

The prophet had just received a great commission from
God, the commission to bo a "Watchman " to the House
of Israel. The post of a. " Watchman" is a lonely post.
It means separation from dear ones, beloved ones, a solitary

way, a path, misunderstood perhaps, and unexplained!
There are manv who have entered into this valley at the
command of God, as did the prophet; have entered it,

perhaps, with shrinking and fear, have realized the cost,
and something of what it may mean in family life, in friend
ship and in service for God : a lonely post, and a lonely
walk 1

Let such hear and remember the word of God to

Ezekiel—" I will there talk with thee."

Yes, in the valley He will talk with us, there He will
reveal His Glory, as He did to Moses, who, left alone after
Aaron's failure, cried, "Shew me thy Glory
as He did
to Isaiah, who, alone in the Temple, saw the King in His
beauty; as He did to the disciples on the Mount of Trans

figuration, who saw no man but Jesus only.'
In this valley He will reveal Himself as the El-Shaddai,
the all-sufficient One : He will talk with us as Ho did to

Abraham, saying, "Walk before Me ^
" giving us
promises of fruitfulness, as He did to him (Gen. 17. 1-22).

The Valley of Loneliness will become the Valley of His
Presence, so that we shall say:
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"He walks with me, and He talks with me,
And He tells me I am His own."

Jesus passed through this same valley : yes. in a far deeper
wav than we can ever ex|>erience. When all forsook Him
and fled, and His Father's face was turned from Him at
Calvarv, He traversed the Valley of Loneliness, that we

might never be alone. He talks with us, and walks with
us, saving, *' I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
4. The Vallev of Weepino. Ps. 84. 5-7.

" Blessed is the man . .. who passing through the

Valley of Baca (weeping), makes it a well ..."
Let us notice here that this soul does not reiiiflm in the

Valley of Weeping : he passes through it. into a place of
"the watered garden, whose waters fail not." Is. 68. 11.
Weeping speaks of weakness, brokenncss, helplessness,
when speech is impossible, and the suffering of the heart
overflows in tears.

Jesus wept! Three times it is recorded that He wept:
at the tomb of Lazarus, over the city He loved so well, m
the Garden of Gethsemane. He too descended into the

Vallev of Weeping and the one who has to pass that way
will find Him there. There the weeping heart will find a

resting place, a place of strength, a place of joy. Like the
little sparrow it will find a "home!

"Yea, the sparrow hath found an house . . . even
Thine Altars, O Lord of Hosts, my King and my
God." Ps. 84. 3.

A beloved friend of mine underwent a severe operation

a short time ago, and while waiting to receive the anajsthetic
the Lord whispered to her heart,
"Fear not, ye are of more value than many

sparrows." Lu. 12. 7.
Before the operation, from her bedroom window, she hod
been watching the sparrows gather morning and evening in
the trees, saying their simple little song of praise. They
had no fears, no cares, but trusted a Heavenly Father Who
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loved them. During his last illness my brother used to lie
and watch the birds gather at the verandah window of his

room, gathering to feed of the crumbs given by the hand of
his wife each day. What words of love and comfort was
not the Heavenly Father whispering to His beloved child in
those last hours of weakness through the little birds!

Oh! the wisdom of the little sparrow, to choose for her
self and her young ones a home in the altars of the Lord
of Hosts. There, sprinkled with the Blood, in the place

of purity and power they were safe, care-free, singing their
little song of praise. There may also the weeping heart
find in the valley safety, strength and joy: the pool of tears
will be transformed into a well of springing water, where

showers of blessing fall, and joy abounds : a place where
Jesus reveals Himself in a new way, and we learn to know

Him and trust Him as never before: a place where He
whispers to the clinging soul,
" Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God." Col. 3. a.
6.

The Valley of Achor. Hos. 2. 14-15.

"Therefore, behold I will allure her, and bring her
into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto

her. And I will give her her vineyards from thence,
and the valley of Achor for a door of hope."

We read in Joshua 7 of the Valley of Achor (or

"Troubling "), where judgment fell upon Achan and the
secret sin of his heart. Yet the promise of the Lord is given

that when the accursed thing is dealt with this very valley
was to become a door of Hope!

At a little Prayer Meeting where some of us gathered last

week to pray for this Conference, Mr. Harrod told us how
the Lord had showed him that to many souls in this place
it was to be a Valley of Blessing. (2 Chr. 20. 26).

As we have seen, each valley, of Death, of Defeat, of
Loneliness and of'Weeping, can be changed into a valley
of Blessing for the soul who will believe and obey God.
But in this Valley of Achor we find, perhaps, the key which
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will unlock the door of Hope, and cause us to find the
secret of union with Christ Himself, which is here spoken

of in this chapter in Hosea,
" And I will betroth Thee unto me for ever." v. 19.

Here is a promise of deeper blessing than all preceding
ones : the voice of the bridegroom speaking to his bride—
"Thou shalt call me Ishi (my husband), and shalt
call me no more Baali (my lord)." v. 16.

This union can be ours, but only if we are willing to

believe and obey God. The hidden thing must be exposed
and dealt with in whatever way He demands, whether an
idol, or some secret desire.

The Babylonish garment and wedge of silver and gold
W'ere hidden by Achan, not only in the tent, but were buried
in the earth : so deeply concealed that no human eye could
see them : only the eve of God! Oh! that we may let the
Holy Spirit come with His spade and bring fotth^ the evil
thing, digging deep that all may be exposed. Union with
the Heavenly Bridegroom mav then be our portion. The
Precious Blood from His own'heart will remove all defile

ment, cleansing and making pure His chosen one the
Holy Ghost will descend to set His seal on this finished
work, and we shall be accepted in the Beloved.
" Who is this that comoth up from the wilderness

leaning upon her Beloved? S. of S. 8. 6.
Yes, there,"set as a seal upon His heart, and as a seal
upon His arm," she can say in full rest of heart,
"I am my beloved's, and His desire is toward me."
S. of S.' 7. 10.
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Archie L. Dyer.

"Thou hast loosed my bonds."
—Psalm cxvi, 16.
It is the clear and confident assurance of the Psalmist

which makes this statement so arresting.
There is no
suggestion of doubt. Without qualification or reserve he is

in these words bearing testimony to some glorious experience
resulting from a gracious work which God had evidently
Wrought for him.

Amidst the surrounding indefiniteness and uncertainty
in much which passes for Christian experience to-day, there
is something very heartening, and very challenging In the
absolute note of assurance running through the whole Psalm
from which we have taken this statement for our meditation.
Notice the affirmations ;

The Lord . . . hath heard ... my supplication.
The Lord hath dealt bountifully with me.

Thou hast delivered my soul from death.
Thou hast loosed my bonds.

" I believed," he cries, "therefore have I spoken." The
ground of his testimony is his experience, and back of his
experience is his faith, and behind his faith is God. Con he
then forbear to testify? Long centuries afterwards, St.
Paul, in the full light of Christ's redemptive work, chooses
this very word of the Psalmist to show that faith in God,
whether under the Old Covenant, or in New Testament

times is the one unchanging condition on which all spiritual

blessing is received. Writing to the church in Corinth he
says, "We having the same spirit of faith "—note the
word—" according as it is written, I believed, and there
fore have I spoken ; we also believe and therefore speak."
II Cor. 4. 13.
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In these days when the Modernist, substituting reason

for Revelation, is saying that"common sense" forbids us
to believe much of the Old Testament writings, I find

mvself increasingly turning with an inquiring mind to the
revelation of which it speaks, and I confess I find no

difficulty in accepting it as part of the authoritative revela
tion of God in His dealings with mankind, and, together
with the New Testament, is equally to be accepted as mak
ing one complete and final Revelation.

It is an indisputable fact that many of the Old Testa
ment saints lived far in advance of their times, and ante

dated in actual experience many of the benefits and
blessings of Christ's redemptive work, in some large

measure recognizing that He was the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world. The secret of this is surely to be

found in the fact that they must have lived very close to
God in those remote days. The writer of the Hebrew
epistle tells us that the one impelling principle governing
their life was faith in God. Taking one or two instances

in rapid succession of those who thus anticipated the
glorious results of the Incarnation, we find the earliest
mentioned is Abel with his sin offering of a lamb, by which
he obtained witness that he was righteous, for God testi

fied unto his gifts. Then we have Enoch, of whom we
read that he walked with God, and saw far down through

the intervening years"the Lord coming with ton thousands
of His saints, to execute judgment." Abraham is another
concerning whom the Lord Jesus said he rejoiced to see
His (Christ's) day, and this meant infinitely more than the
actual day of His birth. From what is written it is very
evident that Abraham had caught sight of the far-flung

splendours of Chri.st's coming kingdom, and because of that
vision he confessed himself to be a stranger and a pilgrim,

aspiring to a better, that is a Heavenly country, and so
went forth looking for that city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God. He not only lived in

faith, but was one of those of whom it is written they all
died in faith, having seen the promises afar off. Then we
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read of Moses who esteemed the reproach of Christ greater

riches than the treasures in Egypt, a most significant
statement this, for one is led to ask how much was known

of the reproach of Christ in that far distant age.

He

brought the things of the future into the realm of the
present by an invincible faith, and it is said of him that he

endured as seeing Him, Christ, Who is invisible.

He

was able to "look to the end," and so transfiguring was
that sight on the mount with God that his very counten

ance radiated the glory. Passing over a host of others we
come to David. He also is one of those numbered among
the men of faith.

Somehow or other these saints of Old

Testament times had been able by faith to anticipate, and

appropriate the blessings flowing from redemption through
the Cross of Christ, and especially is this seen in the
experience of David.

In this sixteenth verse he is bearing testimony to what
God has done for him. There is a parodox here. He says,
"Thou hast loosed my bonds, I am Thy slave."

In studying the history of David, %vhich is given us in
the Old Testament, nowhere is it recorded that he was ever

in captivity to an enemy power.

He was never taken

prisoner, never in bondage to his foes. Never had he known
subjection to any of his adversaries. There is never a
suggestion that he knew what it was to be a prisoner bound
in fetters of iron.

Yet he cries, "Thou hast loosed my

bonds." Obviously these words can convey only a moral
and spiritual meaning, and we shall endeavour to discover
their secret.

Amidst so much loose and careless thinking in relation
to the great doctrines of the Bible surrounding us in these
days, it would be of the greatest help if we would clearly
distinguish between the gifts of God to us, and the work

of God in us. I fully recognize the difliculty of making
too sharp a distinction, yet I believe it is exactly at this

point where so many Christians miss the way, and so fail
to enter into that glorious experience of full salvation by
which provision has been made for heart-purity, measure44
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less liberty, perfect love, and the enduemcnt of power for
life and ser\'ice for every child of God. Alas, the great

tendency on the part of many Christians is to be willing
to receive the gifts, but to postpone this receiving to the
hour of death, or perhaps even to resist the work, the

sanctifying work, of God within their heart. If we would
know the meaning and the power, and enter into a full
and glad experience of all that the Cross of the Lord Jesus
stands for, then it is essential that we keep this distinction
clear before us. This will prevent much confusion of

thought, and will save us from missing the way of holiness.
We are told that forgiveness of sins is one of God's
gifts to us. And what a gift this is! and at what a

tremendous cost it was procured for us. Ihis is the initial
gift, it will be useless for us to seek the sanctifying work

of God unless we are in possession of this first gift. Eternal
Life is another gift. Grace Is spoken of as a gift, for we
read " God giveth grace to the humble," and Paul speaks
of receiving "abundance of grace," and through it of
being enabled to "reign in life." Power is a gift, and
there are many others mentioned which time forbids us to
speak of now. Our Lord in talking with the woman of
Samaria referred to Himself as being the Gift of God," If

thou knowest the gift of God . . . thou wouldest have
asked . . . and He would have given . . ." And later,

Paul, after having written in detail concerning gifts in his
first epistle to the Corinthians, sums them all up when he
writes in his second epistle,"Thanks be unto God for His
unspeakable gift." 2 Cor. 9. 15.
In this 116th Psalm David is speaking not of gifts

bestowed, but of a work which God had accomplished
within him. "Thou hast loosed my bonds."

And it is

this aspect of our salvation, the sanctifying work of God
within us which we ever seek to emphasise at Swanwick.

"He which hath begun a good work in you will perfect

it." What mystery and majesty are here, yes, and what
blessedness also. Think of the sweep and magnitude of
such a statement. " It is God," Paul says," which work45
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eth in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.'*

Can it be that in my heart and life God could stoop to

work, not only blotting out my sinful past, but dealing
with my disposition, and changing my nature, so that

through the Blood of the everlasting covenant He may make
me perfect in every good work to do His will, working in
me that which is well pleasing in His sight? (Heb. 13. 20-21).
Let it be with awe, but also with thankfulness that we
recognise it is God which worketh in us.
This double

aspect of Christ's redemptive work, that is, rescuing us from

sin, and, recovering us fully and completely to God, is one

of the most glorious facts of the New Testament revelation.
While we may be perfectly willing to receive God's gifts
which, with lavish hand, He ever seeks to enrich us, yet

how sadly possible it is for us, either through some
cherished sin, or wilful disobedience, or the evil heart of

unbelief, to prevent, or even to resist His glorious working
which He longs to perfect within us, and so we are content,

alas, to go limping on in failure and defeat, when God
means that we should be delivered here and now from the

bondage of our corrupt natures into tlie glorious liberty of
the children of God, and sing with David our song of
triumph,"Thou hast loosed my bonds."

Let us pause here for a moment to consider the three
fold nature of sin. The teaching of the New Testament is

very clear concerning this. We are told that sin is an Act.
" Whosoever committeth sin is the bond servant of sin."

Again, sin is an Attitude. The definition of " attitude"
is, settled behaviour as showing opinion. The attitude of

man generally is one of unbelief towards the Lord Jesus.
He said that when the Holy Ghost should come He would
convict the world of sin, because they believe not on Him.
Then, in the third place, we learn that sin is a Disposition.
"The carnal mind is enemity against God." This word

means, hostility, hatred, ill-will, it is this which is the
awful product of the Devil in the nature of man. It says
in no unmistakable language," We will not have this Man
to reign over us." It is a malignant disease infecting every
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one of us. It is not at enmity, as is so often misquoted,

as though it could be brought round to be in harmony with

God. Forgiveness does not deal with it. Good resolutions
will not overcome it, or keep it in check. Strong resistance
to it will not quell it. There is only one remedy for it, only

one way of deliverance from it, and that is the Cross of
Calvary. Thank God there is provision there. There the
enemy has been defeated, there victory and deliverance have
been obtained for us.

He is able to save us to the utter

most, able to deal with the disposition, change the attitude,

and keep us from committing sin. If the Son therefore
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
Whether in Old Testament times it is David who, in

his psalm of praise sings, "Thou hast loosed my bonds,"
or, long centuries afterwards, St. John, raising his doxology in the Isle of Paimos," Unto Him Who loved us, and
loosed us from our sins by His blood ... be glory," the
origin of their song is the same, freedom from the bondage
and power of sin, for Christ is ever the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.

The distinction between the gifts of God to us, and His

Work within us, which this testimony of David implies, is
nowhere more clearly seen than in St. Paul's two letters to
the Corinthians. In the first epistle we read that the church

in Corinth was the most gifted of all the churches of that
time. We are told that these Christians "came behind in

no gift." That is, they were in possession of all the gifts
bestowed through grace. They were also orthodox in their
faith, and moreover, were holding correct views with refer
ence to Second Advent teaching, for we read they were

" waiting for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ." What
did they require more? Had they not, as some argue,
received all there was for them in the hour of their con

version?

It is true they had received spiritual gifts, and

that they had been called unto the fellowship of the Lord
Jesus, but the very circumstances which made dt necessary
for Paul to write these two epistles to them show quite

clearly that the reception of these gifts had not delivered
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them from the carnal mind, nor had it dealt with their
sinful disposition.

Gifted, but carnal.

This is Paul's estimate of them.

Hence the tragic catalogue of failure, and of sin, which we
have in the third, fourth and fifth chapters, of the first
epistle. The gifts which they had received did not prevent
the outbreak of strife, nor deliver from the spirit of envy,

and pride nor from quarrelsomeness.

Neither were these

gifts sufficient to prevent them from inflicting wrong, or
practising fraud on other brethren, or from falling into
open and flagrant sin, causing the apostle to write with
pained astonishment "What? know ye not that your body

is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye

have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought
with a price, therefore glorify God in your body, and in your
spirit which are God's." As much as if he were saying

to them,"God has dealt with your sins in the redemptive

work of Christ, He desires also to deal with you, the
sinner, sanctifying you through the Spirit, and thus set you
free from the law of sin and death to walk in the pathway

of holiness, and fellowship, and service."
With what " affliction and anguish of heart, and with

many tears," Paul writes to them, laying bare their con
dition, and then showing them their need of a "second
benefit," a subsequent work of grace, in no unmistakable

words telling them of their need of a moral cleansing of
their natures from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit which,

setting them free from all bondage, and bringing liberty
through the Holy Spirit, shall enable them to perfect
holiness in the fear of God.

We have in these two epistles to the Corinthians the two

fold nature of our redemption. In the first place Paul

shows how, through the Cross of Christ God has dealt with
the guilt of sin; guilt which made it impossible for God to
accept the sinner apart from the substitutionary sacrifice of
Christ. " Christ died for our sins."

And in the second

place he shows how provision has been made for cleansing
from defilement, from all filthiness of the flesh and Spirit,
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which renders us unfit for God's acceptance, and His

indwelling.

In this two-fold view we have the judicial

aspect which meets God's justice, and the moral aspect
which satisfies His holiness.

The difference between the

Old and New Covenant lies in the fact that not only has
sin been dealt with and remission made possible, but the
simter himself is redeemed. " If any man be in Christ,

he is a new creation : old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new." 2 Cor. 5. 17.
Ransomed from sin, and recovered to God, the call which
comes to us is a call to separation, to holiness and to

freedom. "Come out from among them and be ye
separate saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing,
and I will receive you." 2 Cor. 6. 17.
The Christians in

Corinth, like many to-day, had

received in addition to the gifts of the Spirit, God's unspeak
able Gift, Christ Himself, but alas, they 'Mere not where

God could receive them. They were held in bondage by
" unequal yokes," wrong "fellowships." mixed "com
munions," jarring "discords," "partnerships" and con
flicting "agreements." 2 Cor. 6. 14-18.

In other words

they were in bondage, not having experienced the sanctify
ing work of God. There may be some among us who may

be feeling themselves to be much in the same condition,
and saying in their heart, O wretched man that I am 1
who shall deliver me, who can loose my bonds? We have
good news for you. Cease from your own struggles to deal

Nvith the fetters, turn your eyes from yourself to your
Almighty Deliverer Who now waits to set you free. What
ever you may be feeling, let faith triumphantly say as you
hand yourself over to Him," Thou shalt loose my bonds."
As we finish our meditation, may wo look bricflv at this

word "loosed."

It is an intensely interesting word, and

has a wide range of meaning. It has been translated by
various words in the Old Testament, among which we find,

"Let go free," " Put off," "Ungird," "Open." It has

been expressed more often by the word "open" than any
other, and this is a beautiful rendering of its meaning. We
4
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have not time to turn to more than one reference where it

has been used in this connection. In the fourteenth chapter

of Isaiah we have the account of the defeat of the king of

Babylon, Israel's great and terrible enemy by whom they
had been brought Into captivity. He is referred to as
Lucifer, a name used for Satan. In the seventeenth verse
we read that he" made the world as a wilderness . . . and

'opened'not the house of his prisoners." This exactly
expresses the meaning of the word "loosed," and the

marginal reading is intensely significant, "did not let his
prisoners loose homeward." The R.V. has it :— "That
let not loose his prisoners to their home."

How sugges

tive this is, especially when we remember that God Him
self is the home of the soul.

St. Augustine said, " Our

hearts are made for Thee, nor can they rest till they find
rest in Thee."

It is of this that David is speaking in this 116th Psalm

when he says, '* Return unto thy rest, O my soul, for the
Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee," and that bountiful

dealing he describes in the words of our text,"Thou hast
loosed my bonds."

God waits to loose your bonds. Will you not let Him finish

the good work which He has begun in you, sanctifying you
wholly, so shall your whole spirit, and soul, and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ?

Your full deliverance from bondage to glorious

freedom depends upon your yieldedness to Him, it can be
yours this very hour to say,
"Thou hast snapped my fetters
Thou hast set me free,

Liberty and gladness
I have found in Thee."

And thus shall your liberated and happy soul go forth to
walk before the Lord in the land of the living, a walk
which shall increasingly be one of freedom, of fellowship,
of progress, and of fruitful service.
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"A FLAMING FIRE."
Rev. William H. Rowdon, m.a.

"Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a
flaming fire." Psalm 104.
" Fire! Fire!" shouted a man as he rushed into his
home.

"Where? Where?" anxiously enquired

his panic-

stricken wife.

"In everybody's house but ours!" was the devastating
reply.

Naturally enough, on a cold day a fire is a very attrac

tive thing, and it Is extraordinary how one instinctively
makes for it when one enters a room from the cold wind

outside. How correspondingly attractive in tlicse days of
cold indifference is "a life on fire" for Him!

It is interesting that one can get quite used to being
without a fire. Some have to be without it, they cannot

afford a fire, and there arc others who could afford it quite

well, but begrudge the expenditure, and they muffle them
selves up, or walk about the room in an endeavour to keep
warm by exercise. There are many Christians who muffle
themselves up with all the pious expressions of holiness
because they have not the real fire. Some of us remember
how tremendously busy and active in His service we have
been, in order to keep spiritually warm. It is an awful
tragedy. God did not mean us to be like it.
There are times when we come info touch with a life

which is penetrated by a strange glow. A spiritual hunger

and thirst is thereby created until, stretching for blessing^
We become like the little boy, stretching out for Pear'ssoap—" He won't be happy till he gets it!" I was like it.
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not long ago. I came in touch with this fire, and I felt
I could never rest until I knew the secret of that life which
was ablaze with God and consumed with a passion for
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, to be near a person like this may possibly be a
very desirable thing, but actual contact may not be quite
so pleasant! We may find it scorches! Fire finds out the
weak spots, and it hurts, and we instinctively shrink. And
yet it is necessary, and God sees what His people need to
day is the Fire of the Holy Ghost,
"I saw a human life ablaze with God,

I felt a power divine,

As through the empty vessel of frail clay
I saw God's glory shine.
Then woke I from a dream, and cried aloud
My Father give to me

The blessing of a life consumed by God
That I may live for Thee."
1.

A Life on Fire.

We meet men and women in the Bible, in whose hearts

burned a fire of devotion, inflaming the whole life with
love and loyalty. Look at Ittai the Gittite.
*' And Ittai answered the king (David), and said.
As the Lord liveth, and as my lord the king liveth,

surely in what place my lord the king shall be,
whether in death or life, even there also will thy
servant be.

And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And

Ittai the Gittie passed over, and all his men, and
all the little ones that were with him."
2 Sam. 15. 21, 22.

Ittai took his family with him. There was a loyalty which
bound him in devoted service to his gallant leader, King

David, and although the latter was in rejection, and there
was a'likelihood of the kingdom being snatched out of his
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hand, Ittqi said whether in death or life, wherever my

lord the king shall be, there also will thy servant be.
Or look at David's mighty men.

•* And David

was then

in

the hold, and

the

Philistines' garrison was then at Bethlehem.
And David longed, and said, Oh that one would
give me drink of the water of the well ol
Bethlehem, that is at the gate!

And the three break through the host of the Philis

tines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem,
that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it
to David ; but David would not drink of it, but

poured it out to the Lord. .And said: My God
forbid it me, that 1 should do this thing : shall I
drink the blood of these men that have put their

lives in jeopardy? For with the jeopardy of their
lives they brought it. Therefore he would not
drink it." 1 Chron. 11. 16-19.

.Any water would have done, but David longed for
water from the well at Bethlehem, the place of his child-

hood, and these three mighty men jeoparded their lives in

order to bring it to their illustrious leader whom Uiey loved,
and whom thev would follow to death. They risked their

lives to gratify the very slightest whim of their leader.
There

were

women

that

were

just

as devoted.

Think of Ruth.

"And she said. Behold, thy sister-in-law ts gone
back unto her people, and unto her gods: return

thou after thy sister-in-law.

Atid Ruth said;

Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from

following after thee : for whither lliou goest, I
will go : and where thou Icdgcst, 1 will lodge : thy
people shall be my people and thy God my God :
Where thou diest will I die, and there will I be

buried : the Lord do so to me, and more also, if

ought but death part thee and me.
When she saw that she was stcdfastly minded to

go with her, then she left speaking unto her."
Ruth 1. 16-18.
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There are many other illustrations. One might recall
Mary who anointed the feet of the Lord Jesus with that
very precious ointment she lavished upon Him, the very

best that she could get. Nobody understood it, but when
Jesus saw it, He understood. Almost before the odour had
passed from His body, He was actually hanging on the
cross. She did what she could because she loved so much,

there was fire burning in her heart, with devotion to such
a Saviour.

Paul the Apostle, and St. John the Divine, were the
same in their personal devotion towards the Lord Jesus

Christ, that is why they did such exploits, and why the
Holy Spirit has used them through the ages and inspired
men to follow in their train.
2.

The Need for Fire.

Having just had a little peep at what it means to be
aflame with God, and to be on fire for Him, let us just
see whether there is a need for this.

(a) Fire Attracts: Look at the places of Worship
up and down our own land to-day (let alone that of other
countries; some of the so-called heathen lands can put us

to shame, when we read of and know of places which are

crowded to overflowing with people who are anxious to hear
the Gospel and eager to obey God). Why do the great

majority in this country not come to Church? Why is it
that our sea-shores and places of amusement are crowded

on a Sunday? Truly that is one of the signs of a very
real need. Why is it that so many Christians are so forebod
ing and gaunt and withered (spiritually), the sort of people
Wo instinctively shrink from? If we are not attractive to
the unsaved they will be saved, in spite of, rather than
because of us. It is all very well to say "God will win
them, we will just pray for them." We should be so attrac
tive and glorious with the presence of the Lord Jesus that
the world will say :"I think it must be a wonderful thing
to be a Christian,"

(b) Fire Melts : And then you think of the Christians
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with whom it is so hard to work, magnificent missionaries,
for instance, yet nobody can
work with them!

Time and again Missionary Societies are faced with this

difficultv, mighty men, or women of God, original, working
on their own lines, but nobody can work with them, *' I
can work with anvbody," we hear, yes, but can anybody
work with you?

Incompatibility of temperament is one of the greatest
obstacles in Christian work. Some work well individually,

but when together, there is always trouble.
e
the fire of the Holy Ghost, so that instead of"you in
small corner, and I in mine," we run together in
"That they all may be one." "That they may be

noe<l
your
one.
one,

even as we are one." And so the fire is needed because of

its melting properties. Oh, that our hard hearts might
be melted, and that all our petty differences might be sunk
so that God's work be not hindered.

(c) Fire purifies and refines: Think of the spiritual
deafness there is to-day.

God means us to be able to hear His voice. Some of

us are still trotting out a testimony which is 20 years old.
It may be very beautiful, but what is the use of an out-ofdate testimony? We want something fresh, and new,
something alive, something up-to-date. The Fire of the
Holy Ghost will burn away the wax of indwelling sin which
prevents our hearing the voice of God.

(d) Fire Welds : I wonder if there are any of us. who
since we have been born again, have wandered far owoy,

or even a little way away from the Lord Jesus? Some of
us may be, have been in a "far country," and we are
always inclined to wander, and we find it difficult to
close, we need to be"joined unto the Lord in one spirit."
The lire of the Holy Ghost welds, and He will weld us to
be one with Him :

"He that is joined unto the Lord Is one spirit."
—1 Cor. 6, 17.

We need to be one with Him, in utter and complete identiSS
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fication, just as the iron becomes part of the fire in the
furnace, so the child of God is one with the Lord Jesus
Christ. This is possible and we may say with St. Paul
" For to me to live is Christ." Phil. 1. 21.

(e) Fire Ignites: Is there a lack of passion for the
glory of God in your life? or mine? Is there no passion
for the name of the Lord Jesus? Some of us are never
disturbed when the sacred name of Jesus is at stake. We
sometimes forget that that Open Air Meeting which is

supposed to be a witness to the power of the Gospel is a

shame and disgrace on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
because there are but a handful of people standing round.
How little we really care! We have no burning devotion for
Him and His glory, no passion for the lost. We know
quite well that there are those of our own relatives and

friends who are not"born again," and we love to deceive

ourselves bv saying "of course they live good lives," and
"we cannot always speak about things we feel most
deeply." This, however, is not so with the things of God.

The early Christians felt differently when they said:
" For we cannot but speak the things which we have
seen and heard."

" Woe is unto me if I preach not the Gospel."
3.

How TO GET THE FiRE.

Is this nothing but a glorious ideal? How do we get
the Fire? It is over the question of how to get the Fire
that so many stumble. It was a difficulty to me for many
years. First of all notice (and this is vital),

(i) God Himself is the Fire. If you turn to Hebrews
12. 29, you will read:
"For our God is a consuming fire."

No, not a cosy warm fire, not something first of all to
make us feel comfortable. "Our God is a consuming

fire," and the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, unless it
takes complete possession of a man, unless he is filled with
the Holy Ghost, and it becomes his very life, it means
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nothing to the unconverted men and women He touches.
May I just read some words which I found the other
day:—
" Give me Thv love that leads the way.

The faith that nothing can dismay,
The hope no disappointments tire.

The passion that will burn like fire,
Make me Thy fuel, flame of God."
That is asking a big thing, that God will make me His
fuel.

You will find that not only does God say '* Our God is

a consuming fire," but you will notice the Lord Jesus
Christ came to send fire on earth.

In St. Luke 12. 49,

We read :—

"I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will
I, if it be already kindled?"

We love to speak of Jesus and His love, but the love
of Jesus Christ is a burning, blazing thing, and it will
burn and blaze its way through all obstacles.

In Matthew 13. 11, vou will notice that the Lord Jesus
Christ is He that"shali baptise you with the Holy Ghost,

and with fire" (or the Holy Ghost which is fire). (.<kI
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, the
Blessed Trinit}-, flaming holiness, burning love and blazing
purity, that is what God is. "Our God is a consuming
fire."

How changed everything will be when once we realise

that God Himself gives us this picture of what He is like,
in His holiness and His purity, and His love. He is a

consuming fire. Unless you and I are consumed with that
fire, unless we are ablaze with God, we shall nevtT do
anything, He can never use us, for
"Every virtue we possess,
And every conquest won.

And every thought of holiness,
Are His alone."

Sanctification, holiness, full salvation from start to
57

** A Flaming Fire"

finish is the work of God. Let us get that very firmly
rooted, that God is a consuming fire, and that holiness
begins with God, and it is all God's work. I used to think

by consecrating myself or fay self-surrender, I could be filled
with the Holy Ghost. I was being saved by grace, but

thought I should be made perfect by works. But now I
see as God has shown me quite clearly that our God is a
consuming fire. It is God's work :
"For it is God which worketh in you both to will

and to do of his good pleasure." Phil. 2. 13.
(ii) Secondly, there are conditions which God lays

down for the receiving of the fire of the Holy Spirit.
Perhaps I should qualify that by saying it does not mean

that God is dependent in any way upon our helping (or

anything of that nature), but that we must need God, and
need the Holy Spirit enough and fulfil His conditions and
go His way if we are going to be filled with His glory.
"I am the Lord, that is my name, and my glory
will I not give another."

God never gives His power to those who are going to
use it for any other purpose than to glorify His Holy Name,
and if there'is the slightest suggestion that you and I are
going to turn it on ourselves, even partially, then we shall
not get the fulness of the blessing.
(iii) Believing the promise.

Before this third point I used to get stuck, I put my
all on the altar, confessing every known sin, putting every

thing right as far as I could, but stopped there. And this
is what God has shown me, and where I praise God for

the J.E.B. Not until I came into contact with the J.E.B. did
I see the tremendous truth that the Word of God is also

a Fire, and God uses His Word as a means of communicat
ing the Fire from Himself to His people.
If you will turn to Jeremiah 20, 9, you will read
"Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor
speak any more in his name. But his word was in
mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones,
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and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not
stay."

The Word of God a Fire, burning in his very bones, burn
ing the heart; and there was Jeremiah, simply bursting to

speak, he could not help it, it had to come out.
In Jeremiah 5, 14, God said :
"Wherefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts,

Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make
my words in thy mouth fire."

Now the point is this, how docs the fiery word come in
contact with mv moral nature?

Look at the 6th Chapter

of Isaiah, verses 6 and 7.

"Then flew one of the scraphims unto me, having

a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with
the tongs from off the altar;

And he laid it upon mv mouth, and said, Lo, this
hath touched thy lips and thine iniqult>- is taken
away, and thy sin purged."

Not iniquities or sins, but iniquity and sin (singular). Here
again the Fire of God was used. Isaiah had preached
"Come now, and let us reason togcihcr, saith th«

Lord : though vour sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow; though they be red like crimson,

they shall be as wool." (chap. 1. If')As we should say in this Gospel dispensation, he was a

" born again " soul, but here was a second work of grn« e
(" second benefit" as Paul .says In 2 Cor. 1, 16), that had
to be done in his life before God could really use him, and
make him a flame of Fire.

Do not fall into the trap that I fell into for five years.
When God said to me :

"I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall
be clean : from all your filthincss, and from all

your idols, will 1 cleanse you.
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A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit
will I put within you : and I will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you
an heart of flesh." Ezek. 36. 25-26.

1 went to a Christian whom I very much revered, and

was told :"That was spoken to Israel." And for five years
more I went without the blessing for which I hungered.

If God speaks to you some word, it does not matter whether
from Genesis or Isaiah, believe it, take it to yourself, it
does not matter to whom He spoke it originally, God can

speak it again and again, and He can speak it to you. If
God sends the red-hot coal, and He touches the spot, or

besetting sin. He will speak the word of power, He will set
you gloriously free. "If the Son shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed." John 8. 36.
(iv) The burning heart.

Many waters cannot quench the burning fire of God's love
when once it is kindled in the heart. It must begin in the
heart for "Out of the heart are the issues of life."
It

kindles the desires of the heart, and the moment that God,

by the Holy Spirit, sends some Spirit-filled message direct
to your heart, and he purges the depths of your nature, that
moment your heart will begin to glow, and instead of
slow of heart, He will give you glow of heart, and there
will be such a fire kindled in your nature, yours will be a
"life on fire" for God.

At the time of the Welsh Revival Mr. Evan Roberts

wrote in his message to the Churches:—
" While the fire of God is falling,
While the voice of God is calling,

Brothers, "GET THE FLAME!"
While the torch of God is burning,
Man's weak efforts over-turning,
Christians "GET THE FLAME!"
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"For the sake of Christ in Glory,

And the spreading of the story.
We must"GET THE FLAME!"

Oh, my soul, for thy refining,

And thy clearer, brighter shining.
Do not miss the FLAME.

"On the Holy Ghost relying.

Simply trusting and not trying,
You will" GET THE FLAME."

Brothers, let us cease our dreaming.
And while God's flood-tide is streaming.
We will have the FLAME."

"Who maketh his ministers a flame of fire.

May God light such a fire here in our hearts and tn
our lives that we may be ablaze for God to blaze t e trai
for Jesus Christ.
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*' Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever
drinketh of this water shall thirst again : But
whosoever drinketh of the water that 1 shall give
him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall

give him shall be in him a well of water springing
up into everlasting life." John 4. 13, 14.
The Lord Jesus Christ was the most wonderful Teacher
that ever lived. He had a most wonderful way of speaking

of every-day things, and then lifting the thoughts of his
hearers in a moment right up above those earthly things
to the heavenly or spiritual, and He does so here in these
two verses.

We read here of natural thirst, and we read

here of spiritual thirst.

Sitting on that well that day, the Lord Jesus said, as we
have read " Whosoever shall drink of this (natural) water
shall thirst again, but whosoever drinketh of the water

that I shall give him (spiritual water) shall never thirst,
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well
of water springing up into everlasting life."
First then, a word about natural thirst. I do not know
whether you have any outstanding occasion in your life
when you were e.\traordinarily thirsty. Perhaps you have.

I look back over an interval of ten years to the time I
visited Japan. We took a journey from Miyajima to
Karuizawa, a very long journey. If my memory serves me
right it took more than two days, and with very little
interval we had to travel all that time. I do not remember

a great deal about the journey, but I do remember how
thirsty we were. We were tremendously thirsty!

If only

We had had a supply of water laid on that we could safely
drink on that train, but we had not; and we had to depend
upon little supplies of mineral water. And not only were
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we thirsty, our troubles were increased by a swarm of
mosquitoes in the train ; and not only that, we were not

helped by an old gentleman who would insist on having
the window open whilst we were going through several
tunnels.

So in addition to thirst and mosquitoes, the

smolte got into our eyes and throats, making matters
worse.

I remember another occasion when I was desperately

thirsty. This time it was spiritual thirst. It was in this
very hall, the first time I came up to Swanwick. ^ 1
remember the word that kept coming to me as I sat in
the hall listening to the messages,

" A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit

will I put within you : and 1 will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give vou
an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within

you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and je
shall keep my judgments, and do them."
—Ezek. S6. 26417.

How desperately thirsty I was! And how busy the enemy of
souls was! "You keep quiet, why, you have been a
Christian for years. This is not for you. It may be
alright for some. Why you have even spoken about

sanctification in meetings." But how faithful the Holy
Spirit of God was, as He said again and again
"A

new

heart

will

I

give

you.

and

a

new

spirit will I put within you." f am sorry to say that I
Went down from Swanwick resisting that \oice, resisting

that message, and it was not until some time after, getting
right down low, letting go everything as it were, that I cried
unto the Lord from my heart, "Oh Lord, anything,

anywhere, anyhow, but oh, give me a clean heart, give me
a right spirit, put Thy Spirit within me in such a manner
that I will be enabled to walk in Thy ways, and keep Thy

judgments, and do them."
You will get blessed when you come there. Vou will
not get blessed until you are ready to come to an end of
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everything, and launch out in simple faith on the Lord

Jesus Christ and on some promise you know quite well
He has been giving you, perhaps not once or twice, but
again and again and again.
Are you thirsty? Are you both wanting God as well as

needing Him?

Are you desiring with all your heart that

He will come and fill you with all His fulness?

Can you

say with David:

"My soul thirsteth for thee; mv flesh longeth for
thee in a dry and thirsty land where no water is?"
God loves to meet thirsty souls, He wants to meet thirsty
souls in this hall to-night. He wants to meet them not

only for the sake of blessing them, He wants to meet them
for the sake of blessing others through them.
Did you read the other day what one of our Statesmen

said in a meeting in London? This is what he said :—
"The world is nearer to the brink of the abyss than

I care to think.
efficient,

and

Wrong is bold, daring, reckless,
unfortunately,

triumphant.

Righteousness is timorous, faint-hearted, fearful,
beaten. The great struggle of 20 years ago seems
to have left mankind with a tired heart, but the
Devil is tireless."

You may not agree with every word, but is it not true
in substance? Is not the need desperate? And is not the
call to us in this Convention to think not only of blessing

for ourselves—may God save us from seeking only blessing
for ourselves—but of being a blessing to others around us.
Can we see the need all around us, as well as the need in

the far distant places of the earth, and are we on that

account hungering and thirsting after righteousness? If
we are, we are in a most happy place, for did not the Lord
Jesus say :

" Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after

righteousness : for they shall be filled." Matt. 5. 6.
Yes, dear friend, if you are hungering and thirsting after
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righteousness, if you are hungering and thirsting for God,
this promise is true for you, *' they shall be filled." And
if it were possible to have more than that, perhaps it is
contained in this verse,

"The water that I shall give him shall be in him a
well of water."

Full Salvation is not a meagre supply, Full Salvation is a
royal provision for man's need.

What is this water that, when it is put within us is going

to spring up into everlasting life? We read in the 10th

and 11th verses of "living" water. Yes, it is livmg
water, and we can connect these verses with^ John t. Si
and 39, where we read of the Lord Jesus Christ.

*' In the last dav, that great day of the feast Jwus
stood and cried, saying,'If any man thirst, let him
come unto me, and drink.

(But this spake He of the Spirit, which they t^hat
believe on him should receive t for the Holy Ghost
was not yet given.)

The Lord Jesus is waiting here to implant in some heart,
this well of water, this living water, this water which we
might say is not only a blessing, but which carries Uh
the blessing a real Person in the Person of the Blcsser.
As beloved Mr. Wilkes used to put it, wc need the Blesser
and the blessing.

We shall have to go down frotn Swanwick pr«en.ly

How are we going down? "Oh ttave got lots of n«es

Yes, you mav go down with a fnH notebook, you ma, go
down with vour head, if you will escuse me saying so. full

of teaching"; but the test when you get down from Swan-

wick and when I get down frotn Swanwuk wall be wht.
has got down into our hearts; and whether Ood Himself
in the person of the Holy .Spirit has really got into our
hearts to take full possession there in the very centre of

our being, henceforth to dominate everything in our lives.
I remember a friend going down from Swanwick, who

when she got home began telling her husband what a won5
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derful time Swanwick was, and what Mr. Buxton and others
had said, and wanted her husband to sit down and hear it
all. But she was rather amazed, the husband was not very

interested, although he was a Christian. He thought it
was all very beautiful, but he was not really interested.
And then when that same one went on to say that Mrs.

Wood wants to know whether we are going to start a Prayer
Meeting, and Mrs. Wilkinson wants to know if she will
see us in Japan at some time, it left him just about cold.

And he said (1 am afraid rather glibly), "the Lord will
attend to that.

He will show us."

And there was a

Minister of the Gospel that went down from Swanwick.
He was the very first to get on his feet at the testimony
meeting, in fact, he stood on his feet some moments in

order to be sure he got the opportunity to testify, and he
told how God had dealt deeply with him, convicted him
deeply, blessed him deeply. He went down to his Church

and he expected his congregation to be very taken with the
new teaching, as it was to him, and to them, but he found

instead of receiving it as it were with open arms, they
were very much opposed.
It was well for these friends that they went down from
Swanwick with the
well of water" within, that they

were not relying on head knowledge.

And, dear friends, surely the test for you and me will be
what happens when we go down, and we shall very soon
find out whether we have really got the living water,

whether the Spirit of God has really come in, has taken
real possession of us. The Lord Jesus said ;
"I am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly." John 10. 10.
Some of us know that we are children of God. Are we

going back with abundant life? Going back with abundant
life that will overflow, that will be springing up, springing
up for the remainder of our lives as we walk carefully and

prayerfully before God, springing up into everlasting life?
Shall we be people who have to depend upon Conventions
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for the upkeep of our spiritual life, or shall wc be
amonf»st those who are kept keen because the Source is
within?

'J here are two .kinds of people, people who find it easy
io be good when they are with good peofric; others who

have inward resources of power that whether they ore with
good or bad people, by the grace of God they are kept. It
is rather like the difference between a fire-brick and a

living coal. A fire-brick depends upon the flame that is
not its own. Apart from the flame it has no life; but the
living coal has its own energy, its power within.

And surely if we have within us a well of water, if wc
have within us the -Spirit of God in all His fulness, there
is bound to be fruit, the fruit of the Spirit manifest in our
lives.

*' But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
lempcrnnre (or self-control)—against such there is
no law." Gal. 5, 22, 23.

There is nothing like water, nothing like water to brine
fruit.

®

We have a little g.nrden at home. You perhaps might
call it something between a town and a country garden.
Wc have a wall there, and I wanted to plant something to
train up this wall.
I asked a friend what he would
suggest, and he said "plant a peach tree there."
1

thought that was very aspiring to have a peach tree in mv
garden, but I planted it, and for two years we have had
peaches, and we are going to have some this year. But

I have found out a .secret. Wc should not have got peache.s
if wc had not been careful to water it well, and water it at

its root. It takes a lot of water, in fact it seems as if vou
cannot give it too much.

And if you and I want spiritual fruit in our lives, we
must have deep within us the promised well of water,
springing up into everlasting life. We cannot have too
much of this living water. This is the Secret of fruit67
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bearing. The fruit of the Spirit is not necessarily Christ
ian service, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, self
control.

How much of this kind of fruit have we in our

lives?

God alone can show us how much there is of the fruit

of the Spirit in our lives. How^sad it makes us when we

come short, how we long to be what the Lord Jesus would
have us be. How we long to be more and more like Him.
How we long that others might see something of Him in
us, and that we might be able to make them thirsty, thirsty
for Him, that we might be able to cause them, by His
grace, to have a deep desire for Him.

Oh that the Lord Jesus may work so deeply in our hearts
that He will take out the want to do the wrong thing, and

give us an overwhelming desire to do His will; and with
that desire He will give us the ability to do it.
Are you ready to take advantage of this promise?
Faith, mighty faith the promise sees,
And looks to that alone;

Laughs at impossibilities.
And cries, it shall be done.

Better still, "And cries, it now is done."

Do you say "Yes, that is all very well, but that is just
where I fail. I want to take, I want to receive, but I
cannot." What is the hindrance?

The sin of unbelief.

What is the opposite of faith? Is it not unbelief? You
will remember that when that desperately needy father

brought his boy to the Lord Jesus, he cried out:
"If thou canst do anything, have compassion on us,
and help us." Mk. 9. 22.
And how did the Lord reply?

"Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all
things are possible to him that believeth."
"If thou canst believe," and the Spirit of God is the One
Who can work in you and me what the Lord Jesus Christ
68

A Well of Water

\^'orkcd for us on Calvary. He shed His blood on Calvary

that our sins might be forgiven, and that indwelling sin
might be cleansed from our hearts.

*' If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all

unrighteousness." 1 John 1. 9.
Forgiveness is one thing, cleansing is another.
" If thou canst do any thing."
Is that the language of your heart? The Lord Jesus says,
"If thou canst believe,"

and you can when He cleanses your heart from unbelief.
Then you will be able to believe, you will be able to lay
hold of the promise, you will be able to claim, to take, that

in you there shall be a well of water springing up into

everlasting life. Will you claim from Him? He wails to
bless. He waits to bless so royally, He waits to give us this
Full Salvation that meets every need of spirit, soul and

body. He is ready to come in and take possession, so that
when we go down from Uiis Convention it will be " no
longer I, but Christ that dwelloih in me
to come in so
that although the circumstances we shall meet when we
go home, may be the same or worse than when we loft, we
will be so different, we will have such a power within, such

a Presence within, as will be sufilcient to meet every ne<"d.
Come and trust Him now. He is waiting to bless, far
more ready to bless than we are to be blessed, longing to
bless each one of us.

" Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after

righteousness: for they shall be filled."
"The water that I shall give him shall be In him a

well of water springing up into everlasting life."
Living water, abundantly sufilcient for every need, be it
what it may.
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Rkv. Barcl^w F. Buxton, m.a.

2 Samuel 7. This is one of the great chapters of the
Bible, where God gives His promise to David of an eternal
kingship. And it shows us how to receive the promises of

God. We are saved by faith, we have holiness by faith,
we receive the Holy Ghost by faith, we get victory by faith
and joy by faith. This chapter gives us a beautiful picture
how to exercise faith.

Verse 1. "And it came to pass when the king sat in
his house, and the Lord had given him rest
round about from all his enemies."

David had made a great plan of building the Temple
at Jerusalem. God forbids that but gives him the promise
of a glorious future. Doubtless David had been praying
over this matter—a house to build for the Lord, and God

spoke to him and said,
Verse 5. "Shalt thou build me an house for me to

dwell in?" David's plans are upset, David is disappointed.
But God promises him a still more glorious, a more wonder

ful thing, an eternal kingship and kingdom. He says in
verses 16-17—

" And thine house and thy kingdom shall be
established for ever before thee : thy throne shall be
established for ever. According to all these words,

and according to all this vision, so did Nathan
speak unto David."

As David receives that promise, we read,

Verse 18. "Then went King David in, and sat before
the Lord, and he said,'Who am I, O Lord
God? and what is my house, that thou hast
brought me hitherto?"
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I want very especially to dwell on these words *' Then
went King David in, and sat before the Lord." In quiet

contemplation, looking up to God, and seeing His greatness

and His goodness, seeing His glorious promises, which were
given by grace to one who deserved nothing. He sat quietly
before the Lord in contemplation, for an interview with
God, he wanted to talk with the Lord, and to praise Him,
to adore Him in silent worship, saying to himself,
" My soul, wait thou only upon God: for my
expectation is from Him." Ps. 62. 5.
" David sat before God." That is much needed in our

Christian life. David had just received this wonderful

promise, that exceeded all that he thought or desired. His
plans had been upset but he was given something far more
glorious. ."Vnd so he could not but go and sit quietly before
the Lord, trying to take in all that it meant. He did not

try to believe and try to claim something. He just rested
on the promise, taking for granted that it was true. Then
he praised God and talked it over with Him. That is a
picture of the faith that God wants us to have, as His
promise comes to us.

God in this Convention has been giving us very great

and precious promises, visions of His great salvation. He
has been showing to us His greatness and His glorious

saving power. And our attitude should be just like David s.
Quietly rest in His presence and praise Him for His
Promise. Wait and worship and adore. That is faith, and
in response to faith, God fulfils His promise.

We were praying just now that all unbelief and all
limiting of God in our hearts might be swept away, in order
that we might come to God's Word this morning with empty
receptive hearts. If we find it is difficult to believe, it shows
that there is wrong in the heart. If I were to say I had

some gift for you, you would take it for granted that it
was to be yours. You would not make an effort to try and
believe, and try to claim the promise, you would just take
it for granted. God's promise is to be received just like
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that, in all simplicity. David went in and sat quietly before

the Lord, praising Him. Oh that there may be that spirit

in our hearts, as we hear His promise, and receive His
revelation of what He intends to do in our hearts.

Let us go back to Chapter 6, and see how David was
prepared for this. David wanted to have the ark, the symbol
of God's Presence, in the Tabernacle that was prepared for
it. It was a worthy ambition, but you know how, at that
time, it ended in disaster and failure.

Verse

9. " And David was afraid of the Lord that

day, and said,'How shall the ark of the
Lord come to me?'

I think David had thought it an easy matter to bring
the ark of the Lord up to Jerusalem and I think the others
around him had partaken of the spirit of lightness. He had
not felt the holiness, that awe before God, that were fitting
if God was prepared to come and dwell in the midst of
Israel. The consequence was there was failure. There has
often been like failure when some have sought that Christ
should come and dwell in their hearts. They have prayed,

but nothing has come of it. Perhaps that one lightly asked
the Lord to come into his heart, without realising the holi
ness, and the awe of God's presence. And so, there is
failure, and Christ does not reveal His Presence in the heart
and does not abide there.

The ark was carried into the house of Obed-edoin, and
it abode there for three months. Then David heard that
"the Lord hath blessed the house of Obed-edom and all

that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God." And

he is encouraged again to bring it to Jerusalem, and this
time accomplishes it. The soul who has made a failure
of it, is often encouraged to pray and seek once more.
Perhaps he hears of others to whom Christ has come and
the peace and the power they have found, and that stirs
up a desire to seek once more. "So David went and
brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-cdom
into the city of David with gladness." He Is very careful
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this time to obey the Word of God, the ark is put on the
shoulders of the Levites in the way ordained of the Lord,

"And they brought in the ark of the Lord and set it
in his place in the midst of the tabernacle that
David had pitched for it."

and so the ark of God is brought up to Jerusalem. And that
helped to prepare David for the great promise of God.
There was also another fact:—

"the Lord had given him rest round about from all
his enemies."

David had got rest, and peace, from victory over his enemies.
And because of that freedom, he can now give his attention
to work for the Lord.

Can we say with certainty "I have rest from my
enemies?" This is the needed preparation for getting the

promise of God, and receiving it in our hearts with all its
Divine power.

When Christ has come into our hearts we can say with
confidence *' Now shall mine head be lifted up above mine
enemies round about me"

"Therefore will I offer in His tabernacle sacrifices
of joy." Ps. 27. 6.

When we know that we thus have rest from our enemies,
then He will speak His promises to our hearts.
There was one more item of preparation for David.
There was a desire in David's heart to honour God. He

wanted to build a glorious temple for Him.

His thought

was " What shall I render unto the Lord for all His
benefits to me?" God accepts the desire of one who wants
to see His Holy Name exalted. And so David hears His
Word.

Verse 4. " And it came to pass that night, that the
word of the Lord came unto Nathan saying,
Go and tell my servant David."

•• Tell him that his offer cannot be accepted, but that I am
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preparing far greater glory for him than he can imagine.*'

Then He reminds David of the past mercies he has had,
*' Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I took thee from

following the sheep, to be ruler over my people,
over Israel."

God says in effect, not only to David, but to all of us," All
that you have been, all that you are, is from Me, all has
been given by grace, because I loved you, because I was
prepared to bless you abundantly." He would just show

us, how all our past has been guided by Him and all our
blessings have been from His Hand. Not because we have

sf'TJggled or prayed, but because of God's love, and His
grace to us, have we been blessed and taught. He says,

'* Vea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love,

therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee."
Then He gives the great promise.
*' Thine house and thy kingdom shall be established
for ever before thee : thy throne shall be established
for ever."

An everlasting kingdom, everlasting glory is promised, and
this includes the coming of Christ, the Son of God, the
Saviour of the world. That Christ was going to reign in

righteousness and of His Kingdom there should be no end,

all that is contained in that promise. It was infinitely more
glorious than David would realise.

Now God gives to us His glorious promise of the gift
of the Holy Ghost. It means to us that we shall be holy,

and that we shall be Kings and Priests. Kings with a
glorious kingship that gives us power and makes us
conquerors. And Priests with liberty to come into God's
presence, and to talk to God, so that we can draw others

to God. God has given us the promise of the Holy Ghost
which shall meet all our desires for life now, and blessed
ness in eternity,

'* Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love Him." 1 Cor. 2. 7.
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And it is all summed up in the promise of the Father, which

is the gift of the Holy Ghost, We may well stand in awe
as we realise the fulness of blessing that is contained in this
promise.

David had received the promise, and he quitcly drew

near to God in quiet communion with Him. There was
an awe upon his spirit, and he felt he must get nearer
to God and have communion with Him. He had heard the

wonders of the message God had sent him by His servant.
But it was not only Nathan that he heard, he heard God's
voice through His servant. He says *' Thou hast revealed
to Thy servant" (27). The message had come through
Nathan, but David heard the voice of God. He did not
merely listen to the voice of the servant. He knew the
promise was from God, and so he goes into the Tabernacle
and sits before the Lord in holy wonder. And we, too, may

well wonder at God's promises. Where there is faith there
is sure to be wonder.

In the Gospels we often read of

Wonder and amazement, and we ought to know the same
as we see God's ways.

Let us learn from David's attitude before God, how
we can believe the promise—

1. He acknowledges his unworthiness.
He knows he is unworihv of such a promise, and that it

is all of grace. He realises all that God has done for him
in the past and acknowledges it is all of God s grace. David
has been unworthy and deserved nothing.
2. He acknowledges the greatness of God's promise.

Yet he says "This was yet a small thing. You have
promised something far more glorious for me in the future."
I think that ought to be the attitude of our hearts as we
realise all that God wants us to have, and promises us in

the Holy Ghost. We think of all the blessings that have
been ours in the past, and yet we find He has something

still more glorious and more wonderful. As we realise this
we come before Him in holy wonder.
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3.

He adores God.

"Wherefore Thou art great, O Lord God ; for there

is none like Thee, neither is there any God beside

Thee, according to all that we have heard with our
ears."

He sees God's greatness, and adores Him.
4.

He is confident that God is faithful.

He says,
'* Thy words be true, and Thou hast promised this
goodness unto thy servant."

Let us confide in the promise and say to Him "Wc know'
Thy words are true and Thou hast promised this goodness

unto Thy servant." " Hero it is in my Bible, I know it is a
message from Thee to me and a token of Thy goodness
unto Thy servant."

3. David prays in faith.
" Do as Thou hast said."

.Mary thus received the promise from the angel, when he
told her that Christ would be born through her, and she

said " Be it unto me according to Thy Word." In simple
faith she claimed the promise. God would have us also
take His promise just like that in simplicity and gladness.
"I'm sitting in His presence.
The sunshine of His face.

While with adoring wonder
Mis blessings I retrace.
It seems as if eternal days
Arc far too short to sound His praise."
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James Cuthbertson.

Three years ago I stood on this platform with God's
message, "Take Fire; Scatter Fire." God blessed the
word to some and to myself, and I often longed for a

repetition of the outpouring of the blessed Holy Ghost
such as we had that night. I am not going to speak on
that line of thought to-night, but my message is a very
short word, " And He said 'Come

Matthew H. 29.

I cannot begin to tell you how often this word has come
to me during the past few weck.s, and I know it is the word
He has given me for this meeting to-night, I have never
been more sure of anything in my life.
"And He said ' Come.'" This passage and story is well

known to you. It is the story of Christ walking on the
sea.

There are three suggestive little phrases, "They

said, • It is a spirit'";"Peter said,'If it be Thou bid
me come unto Thee' "And Jesus said 'Come

It must have been a night of unspeakable pain for the
Lord Jesus. He had had a very strenuous time during the
previous few days, and the night before this great event
took place He had fed the 5,000 with the loaves and fishes,
and there was a great clamour and excitement as a result

of that, so the Lord Jesus "constrained His disciples to
get into a boat and to go before Him unto the other side
while he sent the multitudes away." The multitudes consisted of a carnal self-seeking crowd of unbelieving
Israelites. You can imagine with what a burden and pain
in His heart He had to send the crowds away. So unlike

Him Who was continually saying to the hungry, weak,

poor and infirm, "Come unto me all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." But here He
had to send the multitudes away and compel His disciples

to get into a little boat, and cross before Him over the sea.
When the unbelieving crowd of Israelites who only wanted
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loaves and fishes had departed in one direction, and His

little crowd of disciples in the other, He went up into a
mountain to pray. With His gaze on the receding crowd
on the one hand, and on the disciples as they faced the
stormy seas on the other, He prayed. He is just the same

to-day. He is seated in the high place on the right hand of
God the Father, and He is praying for unbelieving Israel
and for the little crowd of His disciples, His Church, facing
the storm and tempest In the world to-day.
I think this Convention is almost a reproduction of that

scene.

We are all afloat in the good ship "Swanwick

.Maru," a boat load of '* Conventioneers," a name I have

invented for this occasion. The disciples hated to leave the
Lord Jesus behind, and went reluctantly. I like to imagine

they would cUmb into the little boat, and as they pushed
o(T would sing a hymn.

Just as when we leave Japan,

the workers gather to see us off and sing *' Launch out
into the deep." We came up to Swanwick hoping God
would bring us into a deeper e.xperience of His grace, into
closer nearness to Himself. We set out with great expecta
tions and hopes, but first we must leave the shore, that is,
separate ourselves from the world of carnality, self-seeking
and unbelief.

You must first leave the world with its

bridge parties, theatres, moving pictures, etc., if you would
meet with and walk with Him "on the waters."

You

have got to leave the shore.

Have you enjoyed the voyage since the first meeting of
the Convention? We started off well, everything seemed
to promise a lovely voyage, but we have met choppy seas

since.

Sunday night's meeting made us uncomfortable,

and caused sensations of seasickness.

We have felt the

salt spray on our cheek, and have experienced something
of the high waves and stormy winds. There have been
disturbances in our hearts, as we have heard from this

platform, not only about the forgiveness of sins, but of
another work of grace for those who trust, the removal

of indwelling sin from the heart. And there is unrest in

our hearts as we have tried in vain to make headway
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against our own disappointing experiences and sad failures.
We have storms within our hearts and darkness within

our minds, and we are "all at sea."

We are all in this

boat and wondering what it is going to mean. Unrest of
heart, darkness of mind.

" And Jesus said ' Come.'" I have been trj'ing to picture
to myself that figure of the Lord Jesus as He came across
the waters in the early hours of that dark morning.
Artists usually paint Him as a tall figure with a halo on
His head, and faint illumination round His body, but I

think they are wrong. All the disciples saw through the
night was a deeper darkness with the vague shape and
movement of a human figure, and so they "cried out for

fear." Do you know it is one of the methods of the Lord
Jesus to come in disguise to souls? Sometimes He comes

in a crowd, or in a book. Sometimes He comes in a mental
impression or a deep desire of the heart, a longing to be a

better, truer, cleaner, a more consistent Christian.

He

comes in disguise and draws near to us.

" And they said,'It is a phantom' (as it is in the
original). *' It is a spirit." The Lord Jesus draws near
to us in our little boat at Swanwick, the good ship
"Swanwick Convention," and while your heart and mind

are full of darkness and unrest, you see something which

vaguely suggests Himself.

" And they said * It is a

spirit'", and they still say " It is all imagination." It is

a difficult thing to make them see that the Lord can cleanse
the heart from sin in order that they may perfectly love
Him. They say it is fanaticism, mysticism, idealism,"It
is a spirit," but I tell you it is no "spirit," no mere
doctrine, teaching, creed, it is Jesus Himself. There are
scores of people who talk about God's deeper work of

grace, the cleansing of the heart from sin by the Blood of
Christ, in a cold scornful way. They say we have every

thing in Christ, and this is a wonderful and most blessed
truth, but it does not meet my need. There is a wonderful
satisfaction, but you say I am not satisfied, I must have

the sweetness which is in Christ brought into my home, and
His purity into my heart.
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"And Jesus said."

Across the waters there came His

Voice,"Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid." Oh weak
translation, of course it was He, but what He said was,

" Be of good courage. I AM. ^ not afraid." " I AM."
It is the voice of Jehovah, the Covenant God. Oh that
blessed name of our blessed Christ, the shortest name on
earth, but the deepest, richest, and the most wonderful.

Not " I was" or merely "I will be," but HE is the "I
AM." He is the One I need now. The One Who will be

with me in my weakness and temptation. He says,"Fear
thou not for I am with thee; be not dismayed for I am

thy God." Isa. 41. 10. " I AM." " I am the door, the
resurrection and the life, the light of the world, the bread
of life, the true vine, all that thou needest at anytime,
anywhere, any situation."

This is the call that comes

through the darkness over the stormy seas to every little
crowd of disciples who are out in obedience to His com

mand, seeking "another shore."

They said, " It is a spirit," but Peter said, " If it be
Thou bid me come unto Thee on the water." "If it be

Thou." Peter is usually the butt for young preachers, they
are so ready to attack him when he is not present to

answer for himself. It is easy to attack poor old Peter;

but I tell you that Peter was a man amongst men, for
who amongst us would dare to step out on the surface of

those tossing waters in face of the cruel gale? He was a
man of God, a man of faith, and I want to be more like

him. Look at his prayer. Have you not prayed this in
your own words? "Lord, if it be Thou." "Lord, if
Thou wilt Thou canst make me clean,""Oh Lord, is it

possible for me to be sanctified?" "Lord, how desperately
I need the baptism of fire, can it be for me," "Lord, I
want to be a soul-winner, a Christ-like Christian." This

is just your way of expressing Peter's prayer. "Lord,
if it be Thou, bid me come to Thee on the waters, and He

said 'Come'". " Bid me come." Where did Peter get
mat word" Bid"from. It is the same word as in I. Thess.
6.
The Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven
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with a shout." "Lord, if it be Thou, shout for me to
come. Bid me come with that same compelling strength-

giving triumphant shout which will one day lift all Thy
children to Thyself."

And He said 'Come'".

There may be some hesitating souls in this meeting,
distressed and troubled. You know there is something
better for you, a richer and more victorious experience,

if you can only get it. Peter saw that Figure. Can you?
What does it look like to you? That figure standing out
before your mental vision to-night, may remind you of
some friend you have wronged, sorrowing and broken
hearted by some action of yours. The Lord has disguised

Himself with that friend's form, and is calling you to-night
to " Come," to humble yourself and apologise to someone.

That is how Jesus appears to some. Or it may be the

figure appears to you in the form of someone on a cross.
If God sanctifies you in answer to your prayer of faith

it will mean a crucified life. The prospect of the sanctified
life may appear to you to be one of suffering, loneliness,
bereavement and sorrow, but you must say," Lord, if it
be Thou (if this is of Thee), bid me come." We all have

to face it. When our boy Gordon, our only child, was
about six years of age it came to me that I had to lay
him and his mother on the altar. I felt if I did it, they
would both die. Yet, by His Grace, I did it, and the Lord

accepted my surrender. Nothing happened for about six
weeks, after when, on my way home from a meeting in
Tokio, a distinct impression came to me that the boy was
sick. When I got into the house my wife said, *' Gordon

is sick." I thought,"It has come at last, he has got to

die," and I went upstairs to say good-bye to the lad. God
spared him, but that night I had learned that Surrender
means Death. / saw the Figure then, and it was a Cross.

Thank God He said to me "Come" and I crossed the

waters, though it meant death, to meet my Lord and
Master.

It may be some of you are looking through the mist and
gloom across the troubled waters, and the form that Figure
6
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assumes to you is that of a crowd of Christless heathen
souls. You understand that if you surrender to the Lord

Jesus, it will mean serving Him in some foreign land. To
become a missionary is your last desire, and you are facing
that Figure and that call "Come," in the light of
Eternity. This is your prayer, is it not,"If it be Thou bid
me come to Thee on the water?"

Whatever the future

may hold, whatever the call means,

Bid me come."

" And Jesus said 'Come'". " And Peter went down
from the boat and walked upon the waters to come to
Jesus."

Then you have an amazing picture. A small tossing
boat, filled with disciples, in the darkness of the early
watch,"and Peter," facing the humanly impossible, com
mences to walk on the waves.

He looks at those dark

waters which separate him from Jesus. What separates
you from Christ? What path will you have to tread to
reach Him if He calls you?
Perhaps your path will
separate you from some suitable companion. A young lady

who had a fianc6, came to some such meetings as these,
and when seeking to follow the Lord all the way, she heard
the Lord Jesus say, *' Come away from him," and she
came, and though she left him she found Jesus. Your
path "across the waters," may not call you to break off

a friendship, but to mend an already broken one. After
the Revival at Akashi, one of the first things I had to do
was to go to one of our Japanese workers from whom I
had been estranged for some years, I had to go down and
humble myself and apologise. That is the path I had to
walk when He said to me,"Come." I obeyed and found
Jesus there. It may be for you a path of restitution. I
had in my possession sometime ago something which did
not rightly belong to me. I had paid money for it, but
still it was British Government property, and I had to

pack it up and send it back to the British Government. If
you receive the Lord Jesus in all His fulness to-night, it

may mean for you a path of confession of some hidden

•in, to man if necessary, but certainly to God, a full and
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Open though shameful confession to Him.
This is a
path of shame,"across the waters," but it leads to Him.
'* And Peter went down and walked across the waters,"

It may be one of so many different paths, a call to you

to come away over to Japan, China, Africa or India, and
you are facing it to-night. Some of you are turning these
things over in your mind as I speak to you. " If I receive
Him in His fulness to-night it means I must surrender all.

I must take up a cross, yield to Him that cherished
possession, something that is more than life to me, if I
walk across the waters, I must leave that behind. Still
Jesus says, " Come."

This word "Come" has been

ringing in my own heart, and as I think of going back to
Japan it may mean perhaps going deeper into His sufferings
and the fellowship of the Cross.
It may be a path of suffering if you seek to be sanctified
to-night. When you receive the Holy Ghost in all His
fulness you may be surrounded by unsympathetic and pre

judiced relatives and friends, and' so it will be a path of
loneliness, a standing qlone for the Lord Jesus amongst
those who know nothing of God's deeper work of grace in
the soul, but Jesus says " Come, come." Hesitating soul,
come, you will have the great I AM Lord Jesus with you
if you come, and "If God be for us who can be against
us?" He says to you ** Come, fear not."

In the strength of those words I can see Peter beginning
to climb out of the boat and as he goes he says" Good-bye

boys, I'm off." We would like to lean over to feel if the
water is cold, we would like to make some special prepara
tions, discard our garments, put on our oilskins, we would
cling to the gunwale of the boat until the last possible
moment.

We would be saying to the others, with tears,

"You won't forget to pray for me, I am going to do an
awful thing, I am going to trust the Lord Jesus with all

I have got, I don't know what will happen to me, so you
will pray for me, do remember me as I go." What a
reflection on the blessed Lord Jesus! Peter climbed out and

he began his walk on the water to go to Jesus, a
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miracuJous, supernatural, victorious walk.

As he leaves

them I can imagine Peter saying, " Boys, sink or swim,

I am going to Jesus." That is the spirit,"Sink or swim,
I am going to be where He wants me to be." And Jesus
said "Come." Have you looked at the dark forbidding
waters? Are you going to walk to Jesus? Or are you
going to stay by the boat? Jesus said "Come." I don't
know what the distance was, but Peter walked on the
waters just like his Master, in the strength of His
command, '* Come." I want you to notice that he got

there. But you say,"Did he not sink; did not the Lord
Jesus say, "O ye of little faith wherefore didst thou
doubt?" He did, but you notice the Lord merely stretched
out His hand to reach Peter, so that for all practical pur

poses he had reached Jesus. Perhaps a little scrap of pride
got into his heart as he thought," I've done it," and he
lost his footing, but as far as we are concerned, Peter was
successful and was not drowned. He met there what he
would not have done if he had not obeyed the call"Come,"

the abiding Presence of the Lord Jesus. Together they
went back to the boat.

.Some of you have been hearing God's messages from this
platform during these last few days, and you know there
is a work of the Holy Ghost that you have never known
before, born-agaln Christian though you are. You know a
work of God has been done in you, but there is something
between you and Him, a step to take, which makes you
hesitate, an apology to someone, a confession, the restitu
tion of something, surrender for foreign service, a
preparation for a sacrificial life, but the voice of the Lord
Jesus is saying insistently to you "Come." Come now.

Step out in faith that the Great I AM who^ calls you, will
be with you ; that a miraculous, God sustained, overcom

ing walk like His,"on the waters," is God's plan for you
and possible to you. Leave your congenial group and step
out alone, trusting Him. Meet Him and begin the abiding
life and the walk " with Him." Step out NOW.
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PRESENTATION

SERVICE.

James Cuthbertson.

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies

a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto

God, which is your reasonable (logical) service."
Romans 12, 1.

When I came out of our bedroom this morning a little
thought came to me, whether a whisper from the Spirit
of God or not, I do not know,—" Eliminate the word

'foreign'from your appeal." I feel this morning that I
am The King's recruiting sergeant. The appeal is not
merely for Japan, Africa, India or any outside missionary
w'ork, but is an appeal to service for the Lord Jesus Christ,

anywhere, in England, Scotland, Ireland or Wales, just as
much as abroad; any form of service for Him.
We have all been impressed this morning with the
immensity of this business of evangelisation, and also its
urgency as we have heard of those hordes of Mohammedan
preachers; and of the advance of Roman Catholicism,

Modernism, Spiritism and Christian Science in various

lands, each one trying to outrace the other and capture
the people in all parts of the world.
Captain Garrard in one of his talks hinted that at

present we have more or less an Open Door in the villages
of Japan, because the new idolatrv has not fully gripped
the hearts and minds of the country people yet, but how
long is our opportunity going to last? The missionary
doors in all parts of the world are slowly but surely closing.
Missionary work of to-day is vastly different from the
Missionary work of ten years ago, immensely harder, and
the call is for men and women of a higher calibre, not a

higher mentality or greater educational advantages, but
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men and women of more rugged spiritualily.

We need

men and women of God, men and women on fire for God.
We are out this morning, and I stand with my Captain,
appealing for help, immediate help, sufiicicnt help, and by
'* help" I do not mean money merely, or even primarily.
As we just heard from Miss Warburton Booth, the great
need is that God shall baptise every volunteer for work for

Christ, at home or abroad, in every part of His great vinoyard, with a new and wonderful baptism of the Holy Ghost.
The Marks of Revival.

Oh, how we need this! The unfailing marks of the
Spirit's Revival work are always such as we have spoken
of in the meetings, there is a humbling of one's self, and
confession of sin, restitution, apologies, etc. Ihese are

the marks of the work of the Holy Ghost everywhere.^ I
am interested to hear missionaries from India and Africa

talk about them, and we have seen the same things in
Japan. Practical repentance is what the Holy Spirit calls
us to, but take care when you are repenting.

A lady

missionary came under the influence of certain teaching,
and felt she ought to confess something or other, and when
she met the person concerned, she rushed up to her and said,
" I have hated you for years. Now I have got it olT my
chest. Goodbvc." If your confession is going to hurt some
body, that confession is wrong. A preacher once came to

me and said,"I have hated you for years." The surprise
and pain of it nearly broke my heart. And it was not in a
spirit of repentance he told me. He did not want me to
forgive him for it. Let us be careful with this confession
business. Be sure it is in the Spirit and in humility, and
be sure it is because you want to be forgiven.
Various Appeals.

Thinking over missionary appeals recently, I am begin
ning to see more or less clearly the difference there is
between Ihem. There is one which might be called, for
want of a better word, the carnnl appeal. This concerns

itself with men and money and equipment. It appeals for
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men who are unusual, well educated, or of better social

standing. It appeals for money. Such is utterly carnal.
No money will ever win a soul. God does not save souls
with cash. Of course money is necessary, do not misunder
stand me—but to depend on money is to be carnal. It
appeals for buildings, churches, etc. Thank God in the
Japan Evangelistic Band we do not build churches. I never
want to see a Church building in my work. I have no time

or place for bricks and mortar. Of course in some places

it is very essential that there should be a building to
assemble in, but the craving to build churches is, in many
cases, carnal. A Christian home as far as we are concerned

makes a very efficient church. It is economical, and you do
not need a caretaker either. You could have such a Church

on every street corner if you get the Christian families.

A carnal appeal is one which lays before the people,

the attractiveness of the country or the interesting experi
ences to be had there. As Mrs. Wood used to say, *' People

won't volunteer for Japan because there are no lions and

tigers there." If the missionary goes because there are
lions and tigers, he knows nothing about the Holy Ghost.
It makes an appeal to certain temperaments, and if such an
appeal comes to you very attractively, be very careful.
God does not send out missionaries to do hunting, although

it may be one means of getting vour daily bread. Such
appeals are carnal. We are called to the help of a declining

denomination or a dwindling church. Many of my appeals
to conduct evangelistic meetings have had that motive
behind them. "Our church is not prospering, will you
come and take meetings and save some souls for us?" One
goes gladly, if by any means we can save some. But how
utterly carnal the api>cal, our cause, our church, our move

ment, our J.E.B. May the Lord save us from thinking a
cause, or a church has to be bolstered up by appeals for
missionaries, money and so on.
A lady ran a successful Bible Class for rag-a-mufitns
off the streets. After a time she lost interest and gave up
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the class. The Minister went and pleaded with her. " No,

I am not coming back," she said. "They are running wild
on the streets," he pleaded. "No, I am not coming
back." "If they don't get saved they will go to hell," he
said. '* No, I am not coming back." Then he said, "Some
are actually going to the Methodist Church." " What,"
she said, "the Methodist Church? I will be back next

Sunday." Carnal, isn't it? Go to your own church and
be a blessing in it, but do not let it dominate your life.
But the appeal which God uses so much to sway our

hearts is the emotional appeal.

We picture the super

stitions of the people, their dreadful condition, their enslave
ment, their idolatry, their darkness, and their hopeless
future, and God uses this picture of hopeless misery to stir

up the hearts and minds of God's children. I read Mildred
Cable's "Ambassadors for Christ," a little time ago, and I

was deeply impressed. She talks there about China and
about India, the temple children, a similar story to the one
we have heard this morning; the child widows, little
captives, married before they have left childhood, almost
before they have learned to play games, and then widowed
and discarded for life. Oh, the scandal and shame of it
after 2,000 years of Christianity. And again in Tibet she

tells of men who bury themselves in a stone dungeon, its
only opening to the outside world a small moveable stone,
through which water and a morsel of bread is passed to
them In their living tomb. They turn the prayer wheel
until they can no longer move the stone, and that cell
becomes their tomb. Oh the darkness and the dreadfulness

of the Christless people, the utter blackness and utter
emptiness of a life like that with no outlook, and no hope.
Do you wonder we feel that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
of infinitely more importance, and greater urgency than
any social claims? I am not speaking critically of social

or any other form of service, but I want His people to
support His cause. Not that He needs your support. It is
that you might get a blessing out of it. He confers on you
the great privilege of being a co-partner with Him in this
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amazing work of bringing sight to the blind, life to the dead,
health to the sick, and hope to the hopeless. Are you shar

ing in it? Or is your life a selfish life, and is it only in a
Convention that you feel these things?
One of our Christians was trapped in the midst of a

crowd of 35,000 people in the great Japanese earthquake
of 1923. Knowing the end was approaching, for the last 50

minutes of life he preached Jesus Christ to the panic strick^

crowd, until the heat became intense and the fumes filled
his throat and killed him. Brother Williams heard m that

the cry of the heathen, and the call of Jesus Christ sa\ing
"Come." He is in Japan to-day.

When the earthquake came in Tokyo, a number of
girls were shut in a licensed house. The keeper, afraid he
would lose the source pf his gains, locked the gate, and

as the heat grew more intense, the girls cro\\ c in o le
little artificial lake in the centre. It was fairly deep, and

they told me those girls were boiled to death. When we
hear from Brother Dempsie the stories of some of these
girls, our hearts are stirred. God has made these emotions
and feelings of sympathy, and He uses them to ring some
of us into His service.

But there is to me an infinitely more real appeal, the one

that the Holy Ghost makes, and it is the sptntuai appeal.
" Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three,"

and the Holy Ghost uses these three to get souls out from
their selfish environment into His service.

You will have noticed in this Convention that wUh
the exception of the 5.30 meeting, the missionary question
is forgotten, and we concentrate on the spiritual message.
This is deliberate, for we believe no man or woman can bo

of any real service to God until they are sanctified by the
Holy Ghost. They may differ temperamentally and socially,
but get them blessed in their souls and you have someone
capable of being used of God. First of all you have a person
who has learnt obedience, and their one craving becomes to
do His will. "Only to do His will," is the testimony of
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the sancti6ed sou!. When God gets a person there He can

say to one, '* I want you to go to the slums and preach My
Gospel." To another," I want you to visit the hospitals,
to do a little tract distribution in your rather respectable
neighbourhood." Or to another He may say,"Set apart
a portion of your income for My cause in Africa, or for
that mission in India." If He gets you blessed in your
soul, He can say anything to you. He knows j'ou will
obey Him.

Or He can lay on such a soul a sense of obligaiion.
Paul said, " I am a debtor," and to the sanctified there
comes the burden of desire to communicate this Gospel of

Jesus Christ, if only to the next door neighbour." There
was a young man in that same earthquake rushing from the

fire rapidly advancing, and he looked down a side street and
he saw a woman trying to drag her baby out of the flames.
The long sleeves of her kimono were ablaze. I believe he
helped the woman, but later he went to Mn Mimaki and

said, '* I must preach, I must help to drag the people out
of their spiritual danger."
That constraint rests upon
every true soul, and if you have no sense of obligation,

question your blessing.
Then there is a sense of appreciation, an overflowing
gratitude to our wonderful God, and this causes us gladly
to lake some part, at home or abroad, in His blessed service.

In Japan on one occasion, I saw a man in a desperate
condition, diseased through and through, his face swollen
with some form of leprosy. I saw him taking out of his
bag handfuls of rice, which he had begged from door to
door, and giving them to a still more horrible looking

crippled beggar by his side, sharing his overflow with some
body in a more pitiful state than himself. You are not

saved if you have nothing to give. If you have no overflow
you have not much of God's grace. When God brings us

into obedience to Himself, and satisfies us, there is a sense
of appreciation, and we long to share what we have with
others.
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But it is more than that. We feel here the urgency of
the call, because He is coming soon.

You and I this morning who have tasted something of
the blessings of the Lord, and knowing that *' the coming
of the Lord draweth nigh," want to be up and doing. We
must be giving something, doing something, going some
where, if we are to truly please Him, and to prepare for
His coming.

A Japanese sent his wife and two children for their
health hundreds of miles awav.

A terrible fire occurred,

and fearing the worst he went in post haste. He went into

a room in the hospital and saw the bodies of his two little
children, burned to death. As he went along the corridor
to the place where his wife lay dying, the place was

filled with the sound of the clattering wooden shoes of
hurrying feet (there is very little silence in a Japanese

hospital). Although some distance away, his wife, lying
on the bed, suddenly started up and said, " My husband
has come, I can hear his footsteps." She knew his foolsteps in the crowd. " I can-hear his footsteps." He saw

her for five minutes before she died, and she said, '* Do
not grieve for me, carry on for Christ's sake, do not let
His work down." We can hear His footsteps. Let us be
up and doing. This call, this sense of urgency, desperate
urgency comes to me again this morning.

Finally the appeal of love. What is love? Love is
affinity, one-ness with God.

"Whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge,"
Ruth said to her mother-in-law.

I know an American lady missionary, she came to the
retiring age. " I hate to go home," she said. " I a""'
jealous of the people staying in Japan. How lucky the
Japanese are to be able to stay here all the time. .

every stick, stone, tree, flower, man, woman and child in

Japan." Love responds to His call, "The^ love of Christ

constraineth us." Love Is affinity, "I
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He goes." Love is activity. Do not say you love Him if
you are not doing something for Him, or giving something
to Him. Love is loyalty. I read in one of our papers the
tragic story of a husband and wife.

He was sick and

decided to commit suicide, and she said, " My understand
ing of loyalty is to stand by my husband under any circum
stances," so she died with him. It was mistaken loyalty,

but oh, for a heart that will be loyal with Christ unto
death.

Let us make this service an altar, and present our

bodies a living sacrifice. Let us give something to the Lord
Jesus Christ.

I want us to lay at His blessed feet this morning all
we have, our bodies, strength and health, brains, time,

home, wife and children, earthly prospects, possibly in
some cases promising invitations to other forms of service,
other plans and ambitions; bring them and lay them in
spirit at the feet of the Lord Jesus. Let Him take what

He wants. What is He taking from you, your future?
What is your response, "Oh yes. Lord, hallelujah!
anywhere for Thee, any time, any service."
Does He
want the children?

" Yes, Lord Jesus, take them,

make them preachers, evangelists, doctors or nurses, use

them to glorify Thy Name." Our money?. Is His
hand reaching for a proportion of that? "Yes Lord, oh
yes Lord, just tell me how much, it is yours, all yours."

Present yourselves this morning, body, soul and spirit, and
let Him have just e.xactly what He wants. India calls,
Africa calls, China calls, Japan calls, oh, the call of this
Christless world! And your city calls, your village calls,
your neighbourhood calls, your church calls. Everything
IS before Him.

Is it clearly understood He can have

exactly what He wants?

This satisfies Him.
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"THIS ROD."

XUDOK J. jONliS.

The word that I have as a message of farewell is a
message to my own soul—a message that God gave to me

just a little while ago. It is from the 17th verse of the 4th
Chapter of Exodus.

'* And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, where
with thou shalt do signs."

1 his was the command that God gave to Moses.
Here we see Moses commissioned by Jehovah to the
great work of delivering the Israelites, a tremendous task.

We are not surprised to see that Moses tries to get out of
it, and shrinks from it, for few souls indeed have without

question or hesitation answered the call and acquiesced in
the divine will. And it seems a type of God's way of work
ing that he should go to the wilderness to find His instru

ments. He goes where no one else would go to find Ihcm.
He goes to the shepherd of Horcb and He marks him out

as His chosen instrument for the greatest task that has
ever been set to man. Of course to ordinary human and
worldly wisdom, this choice of Moses to the work of

delivering these people seems essentially foolish, but as
we read in the 1st Chapter of the First Epistle to
Corinthians and the 25th verse,
"the foolishness of God is wiser than men."

We have not chosen Him, but He has chosen us, and
ordained us that we should go and bring forth fruit.
I remember when my case was being reconsidered by
the Council of the Japan Evangelistic Band, for I had before
applied to go to Japan, and they turned me down, and
for two whole years I waited without making any applica
tion to any other mission, and God in a very wonderful way
opened up my road, and sent me to Japan. But there was
93

•• This Rod"

a day when Mr. Paget Wilkes came to Forth, to my
home town, for a Convention and made an appointment

with me, and while I was there talking with him, he told
me of the great difliculties, of the tremendous amount of
money that it takes to send a missionary to Japan, the

passage money, and the language fees and so on. And he
went on to say about the difficulty of the language of Japan,
and how the Japanese people need understanding, and
amongst other questions, he asked me "What are your
capabilities?" I did my best to be humble, and I said,
" I am afraid that I do not know that I have any." Then

he put the test" Can you preach?" And I answered "To
be truthful, no, that is one of the things I hate most.

I

just hate appearing in public, I am no preacher, I cannot
preach." •• But," 1 said to him "there is one thing I
really love, and that is personal work, I do love to sit with
souls and point them to the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world." "Well," he said, "You are

the man for Japan. We do not want preachers, we want
those who can deal with souls, and lead perishing souls to
the feet of the Master." And God in a very wonderful way,

opened up that road to Japan.

But when I handed my notice in to the office where I
was working I had rather a different experience. I remember
how the Lord was dealing with me, and there came a time
when I had to make the decision to leave that office. It

meant misunderstanding in some directions, but I realised
God's call, and I knew that He was calling me to His
service. And the day came when I handed in my
notice. I had to give 14 days' notice. I remember that
Saturday morning well when I left home and went to the
office, and I took out a memorandum form and started to

write my 14 days' notice. I got to the half of the paper
and failed to fill in the rest and tore it up and threw it in

the waste paper basket. I took another sheet and filled it
up and failed to put my name to it and tore that up.
Then I had business with the Cashier and went into hi.s
office. The burden was tremendous, and that old man, look94
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ing into my face, said "Tudor, you will have to give up those
old prayer meetings, and get a little more fresh air." And
I answered," I will get all the fresh air 1 need one of these
days." I did not know how to tell him of the burden on
my heart.
Then I took a form and I wrote it
out and signed my name and took it to him. " What's

this, he asked, and I replied," It is my 14 days* notice, I
am going to leave." "What are you going to do?" he
asked and I said " I am going to leave and enter a Bible

School, and after some training, I hope to go to a foreigi^
country as a missionary." At that time I was really think

ing of Africa. Oh, I can see that man now, looking into
my face, and he said to me "You preach, why you cannot
preach." And I said "If I cannot preach, then I have a
personal testimony; I will tell what Jesus has done for me
and what He can do for them also." "All right," he said.
*' I will hand your notice to the Director."

Presently the Managing Director came in and
my notice was handed to him. "Oh, what is this
all about?" So the story was repeated and he said, "You

leave him to me, he is only a youngster, he doesn't know
what he is doing." I heard that and I said to myself"now
here is my chance," and before he had the opportunity' of
speaking to me, 1 went to his house, and had the joy of
preaching to him and his wife in giving my testimony in his
home. The problem of the Cashier was '* how are you going
to manage to preach," and the problem of the Director was
but if you leave and enter a Bible School, vou won't be

having a salary any more, how are you going to manage to
live. I am going to trust God, I am going to live by faith,"
I told him. That man was a Deacon in a Church. ** Ha,

ha, ha, I have heard men talk like that before, live by
faith." How that man laughed. And then he took me by
the hand and said •' Good-bye, but I don't think vour health
will hold out." That was the encouragement I had from
that old Welsh Deacon!

Six

months

after

we were having an Open
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Air Meeting in Forth, and the police were rather
annoying, and I thought if we could have the meeting in
the yard of the Colliery, then the police could not distract,
so I went up to the office to the Director to ask his per
mission to hold an Open Air Meeting in that Colliery yard.
He said to me *' Come inside, I want to talk to you. Come

in my boy." And in 1 went feeling master of the situation.
I had often quaked when I went into his room before, but
this time J went in as the Son of the King. And the
Director said to me, '* I have been thinking quite a lot

about you and wondering how you have been getting on.
How have you been getting on?" "Oh, I have been

getting on all right, God has been taking care of me." And

he said,"there has been a little voice speaking to me, and
that voice has told me to give you ;^6," and he went and

got six

notes. That man who six months before had

wondered how I was going to live and pooh poohed the idea
of God providing, God proved to that very man that when

a young man puts his trust in God and obeys His call, He
will not fail him. He put those six
notes in my hand
that day. Hallelujah! Oh yes, the foolishness of God
is wiser than men. He hath chosen the foolish of the world

to confound the mighty, Hallelujah. I praise God that He
called me, that He separated me unto the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

We have had two terms in Japan. It is 13 years ago

now since we started for Japan. I can truthfully say they
have been like 13 months, and we are ready to go again.
I am tired of answering the question "Are you going to
take the children with you." Of course we are. My wife
and the five children are going on the 26th of July,
and we are going back with real joy in our hearts, because
we know that we are in the centre of God's will. Oh, how
Moses quaked, and how he feared, and how he made those
excuses, and how God strengthened his heart. It must have
been encouraging when God said"Thou shalt take this rod
in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs."

Now what assistance was the rod calculated to render
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Moses in his work? 1 think first of all it was calculated to

keep Moses in a proper spirit of humility. This rod, the shep
herd's rod, the mark of his previous occupation, this he was

to keep, to be a constant reminder of what he was, a humble

shepherd, and what he would have continued to be had
it not been for God's gracious favour. "Thou shalt take
this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs."

Oh, how many lives have been shipwrecked, even utterly
spoilt because they have forgotten the rod. Pride has come
in, and their lives have been wrecked and destroyed. Oh,
how w*e need to remember the rod. *' Thou shalt take this

rod." " Not by might" says the Word, *' nor by power,
but by My Spirit."

I

think there is

another lesson in these words,

that the value of that done by the hand is of greater

value than that said by the tongue. "Thou shalt
take this rod in thine hand."

You remember that one

of Moses' objections was that he was slow of speech, he
had a slow tongue, and of course that difficulty was met by
sending Aaron to be his spokesman,"He shall be to thee
instead of a mouth."

Oh, praise God for that wonderful experience that we

had in Akashi, when there was real repentance, and I
'believe that that is the great need of so very many mission

aries, the great need is repentance. It does not matter how
much we work unless there is real Holy Ghost working,

until He is working there will be very little fruit as the
result of our labours out there.

Then again this rod would remind Moses that in the
accomplishing of his purpose, God, and not the means, is
the most important and essential factor. What means has

he to compare with the mighty power of Egypt? How was
he to deliver these people? Oh, he had a glorious promise.
God said, " Certainly I will be with thee." How are we

to meet all these problems? "Certainly I will be with
thee." The Lord Jesus Christ has given the command and
He has said "Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel," " And, lo, I am with you aUvny." Thank God
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the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is still the power of God
unto salvation.

Thank God the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, which is

to the Jew a stumbling block, and to the Greeks foolishness,
is to us who are called, who know God, the power of
God, and the wisdom of God. I do praise Him that once

again he has given me the privilege of going out to Japan
with this wonderful old Gospel message. I am looking

forward to spending my next term of service in the Mission
Hall in Kobe, and I am sure that you will follow us with
your prayers. I remember out in a certain Japanese village,
going to the man who had the authority of lending the hall.
He said, "What can you do. You come with a foreign
religion? When we have our farmers' meeting the people
do not come, we can only get about six or twelve at the
most, and you come to tell us about a foreign religion, they
won't come at all." The evangelist persuaded him to let
us have the loan of the hall, and he consented, and we had

our meeting and the hall was packed out. That man, the
chief man of the village was so surprised he sent for some
tea and biscuits I We were there until 11.30 that first night,

and they said "Come again," and we went again the next
night and were there until midnight, and they drank in
the message that we gave them.
It was the old message of the old rugged Cross. We
have no other message in the J.E.B. "Thou shalt take
this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs."
I am looking forward again to seeing the triumphs
of grace in Japan. A "rod," but a tried Rod. We arc
not called upon to work with a rod which has not been
tried. When we preach the gospel of Christ we do it not as
an experiment, we know what it has done, and therefore
what it can and will do.
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WiNlFRID TETLBY.

When I was asUed to give a farewell message, 1 went

to the Lord and spent a considerable time seeking Him,
but no farewell message came; but 1 had clear guidance
that I was to tell you how I was called to Japan, for the
help and encouragement of some young people here, perhaps

for you, who this morning stepped out in faith and said,
*' Lord, what is Thv plan for my life? What will it all
mean ?" The devil has been troubling you maybe, and
making you think there is no plan, and that God will fail
you, but He will not. He will never let even the weakest

fail so long as he or she is faithful to the condition; that is
to be absolutely yielded to go anywhere and do anything,
keeping an open mind. It is a blessed thing to be in the
centre of God's will.

God wonderfully unfolds our way if we go right on
with Him. If I have to be personal it is in order that some
one may b.e helped—I want God to have all the glory.

I was saved at the age of 19 years. 1 wonder if ihcra
is anyone here who has not been saved? If so,! want to

tell you it is a grand and happy thing to be snve<i. Joy is
very infectious. Happiness depends upon what hM|>pen«.

I am always sorry for the people who are waiting for the
next excitement, etc., this is all because they have nothing
to satisfy thfm, they have

" Hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can
hold no water,"

but when you have the joy deep down in your heart, you
are independent of circumstances, tests, and temporal things,
independent of everything, "The joy of the Lord ts your
strength."

Hallelujah I
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I had the great privilege of being born in a Christian
home. That, however, is not a passport to the Kingdom
of Heaven. You can never enter heaven because your father

and mother were saved.

To-night my father is in the

Glory, and it seems fo me fitting in this place to say, '* His
children rise up and call him blessed." I suppose I had
a father of fathers, but that would not bring me into
Heaven, neither would it you. He was a man of prayer,
and he claimed me for God before I was 21. 1 was saved
at 19, just in time. Praise God.

The next year 1 went lo Cromer. Mr. and Mrs. Barclay
Buxton had lately come home from Japan, and Holiness

Meetings were being held in the Parish Hall—a number of
us wept to them. This was the first touch I had with the

message of Pull Salvation. During that week there was a
meeting for Japan, to which we went—I can sec it now,
packed with people. I was a very young Christian, but I
knew 1 was saved, and I can remember the atmosphere of
that meeting to this day. It was the first time I touched
real power, and God spoke to me. As we went out of the

meeting I said to a dear old friend who is here at Swanwick

"I have a feeling that I shall have to be a missionary in
Japan, someday, and I don't want to be."

She was

impervious to the shock. It is a great thing when a worker
is, I might have been put off for good and all. She only
smiled and said, "Well my dear, you are putting the cart
before the horse. You go home and think about it, and
kneel down before the Lord and give Him everything that
you possess, and it will be the joy of your life if He should
call you to go abroad as a missionary, for you will only
want to do what He wishes."

I thought this was very

good advice, and with the light I then had, which was very
little, I honestly yielded all I had, and such joy and peace
came into my heart; and from that time I never consciously

went to a missionary meeting without saying, " Lord, if
you want me in Japan, jilease call me." I had an absolutely

open mind, though searchings of heart came sometimes.
People used to say to me,"Why are you not in Japan?"
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I replied,"I pray for Japan, I love and work for Japan,
but as yet 1 have no call for Japan."

It was wonderful the way the Lord opened the door to
service from that time. I never lifted my little finger to
obtain work, and I never chose it, but people sent me letters

of invitation for Gospel work and Christian's Meetings. 1
also worked in connection with the Faith Mission and

C.A.W.G., etc., and the Lord abundantly set His seal on
it. In 1929, when I was at my Bible Class one day, a
strange feeling of detachment came over me, so that when

I went home I said to my people, '* I do not know why,
but I feel that my work here is finished and there is going

to be a move on." This feeling grew, and I remember going
to a Mothers' Meeting, and all the time insistently the word
came more and more clearly, " Depart, depart, this is not
your rest," but to where was I to depart? In July, 1929,
I had a gracious invitation from Mr. and Mrs. Drysdale to

take part in their Missionary Conference in Birkenhead.
I spread the letter before the Lord, and soon the word
came," Go in this thy might, have not I sent thee." '
travelled on the same train with Miss .Mary Bazeley, and
she turned to me and said," Have you never hod a call to
Japan?" and I answered," I have had a call to pray fw
Japan, but never a call to go."

While staying at Birkenhead, I went to see Mim
Edmeadcs' work. A Japanese boat had come and a meeting
was held, at which Mr. Otsuka preached. 1 watched the
hungry faces of the Japanese who came in, and had the great
joy of playing the Japanese hvmns for them. I felt this waa
not the end.

I believed I should h.ivc some further con

nection with the Japanese. During the Conference the Rev.
Walter Searle, of the S.A.G.M., who is with the Lord now
(a wonderful man of God who saw revival on his station)

took the Consecration Meeting for young people, to which I
went. Before the meeting began I prayed,"L«i^, if ^ou want
me anywhere, please call mc." I did not know that God
would take me at my word. Mr. Searle took as hlf text
the same word that Mr. Buxton had token In 1913 In the
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meeting in Cromer, the cry from Macedonia,"Come over
and help us." Acts 16. 9.

Though he started with this same call from Macedonia,
1 did not remember it. He spoke of the dc.sperate need,

and then he suddenly said, as he pointed down to me (of
course it was not intentional), "and immediately we en

deavoured to go." "Have you endeavoured to go?'(Acts 16.
10). That word went like an arrow to my heart, the
Spirit witnessed in me, and I knew I was apprehended of
God. He had answered my prayer. Then Mr. Searle said,
" We will be silent." 1 had no sooner bowed my head

than I suddenly became conscious of the meeting in Cromer.
1 could hear that text being uttered, "Come over to

Macedonia and help us," and " I was not disobedient unto
the heavenly vision." The Lord spoke a word as clearly
as 1 have ever heard any word,"I have set before thee an
open door which no man can shut." How I praised God.
The meeting ended and I had a great feeling of solemn
ity, and I walked home alone. I cannot tell you the great
sense of responsibility, of awe, wonder, and amazement

that God should deign to call mo. I went into my little
room at the top of the house, a little prophet's chamber
with a glass roof—it was a wonderful sanctuary to me, I
said, "Lord, I am going through with Thee, but I
have some further words on which to rest." He immedi

ately gave me promises. When we have an <ipcn mind. He
will assure us, and promises began to live and glow. I
knelt down at my bed. I have been convicted at this present
Convention about the four wings of adoration, but I did
adore Him thai night. He had answered my prayer and^ I
asked that I might really be in His will, and not be dis
obedient. I told God "I must have some other word to

seal my call, would He please give me some other word
about Macedonia." I was reading in my ordinary reading
2 Cor. 2. 12 and 13.

"Furthermore, when I came to Troas, to preach
Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me
of the Lord, I had no rest in my spirit, because I
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found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave
of them, I went from thence into Macedonia."

The word rose right up out of the paper, it was wonderful
and greatly strengthened mv faith. The next morning 1
asked the Lord for another word, and said, " I want to

know that this call is really from Thee." We must not ever
yield to our own imaginations or anything on the human
plane. If you have a word from the Lord you can do
anything, go anywhere, and go through anything.

The next morning my reading was in Acts 16. 10.
" And after he had seen the vision, immediately we

endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly
gathering that the Lord had called us for to jM-each
the gospel unto them."

Immediately I was brought back to the message of the
last night. It just flamed in letters of fire, I can never tell
anybody what it was like, it was such a seal to my faith.
I rejoiced and praised the Lord. The devil then
said, "But what will you be able to do? You ore

a little too old to go to Japan. You will break down and
have to come home and make a fool of yourself." I sold,

"Lord, you must give me a word about the language, and
straight away came " If God command thee so, then thou
shalt be able." Ex. 18. 23. I asked for another word and
He gave me—

" And the heathen shall know that I am the LoM,

saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified In
you before their eyes." Ezek. 36. 23.

I thought that was a deeper word still. You may talk
Japanese or any language, but if 3'ou have not the Holy
Ghost, it will all be no use. God showed me the most

important thing was that I should be sanctified by G<^'s
power in their midst, before their eyes. That was more im
portant than learning Japanese, although we must do our
best at the language study. And then let us road the 2fith,
26th and 27th verses of this same chapter tn Erekiel.
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"Then will I sprinkle clean wqter upon you, and ye
shall be clean : from all your filthiness, and from
all your idols, will I cleanse you.

A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit

will I put within you: and I will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you

an heart of flesh, and I will put my Spirit within
you and cause you to walk in my statutes."
1 read this because it is the promise through which God
brought me into sanctification in 1916.

When I arrived home I had to face telling my father
and mother, and 1 said,"Lord, I must have a word about

the responsibility of leaving my father and mother." It is
quite right we should ask for such a word. I wanted to be

absolutely sure, and while I waited in His presence He
said, *' Hearken, O daughter .. . forget also thine own
people and thy father's house"(Psa. 45. 10). He also gave

me a word about the way,"I will go before thee and make
the crooked places straight"(Isa. 45. 2). All the way on
the boat the Lord spoke words of comfort and encourage
ment and joy to me, and I am here to-night to exalt the Lord

Jesus, I want to tell you He never fails. We may have
failed Him, and God knows how I have failed Him, but He

has never failed me, and He will never fail you, and as He
unfolded my way, so He can and will do the same for you.
God has no favourites, but we have to step out In faith and
be absolutely yielded to Him to do all He wants. That is
all He requires of us, He will do all the rest.

Brethren pray for us on the Mission Field. I always

think prayer is like a rope, connecting us with you, will
you hold the other end of the rope of prayer? Do not let us
down.
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Reginald L. Hakrod.

This is a word for speaker and hearers alike: ** Let us
go on"(Heb. 6. 1). I do hope that you have got hold of the
fact, a very important fact, that sanctification is not a
finality, but that there must be henceforth a real *' grow

ing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ."

It is essential that we grow spiritually. We shall not
do it by thinking about it, by talking about it, or by worry
ing about it. A boy, if he is really in health does not keep
asking his father to measure him to see if he has grown

during the last twenty-four hours. A healthy boy manifests
growth in a hundred and one ways. He is active, keen and
full of life. You might say that all day and every day he is
manifesting abundant life'. His growth is spontaneous,
mysterious and obvious. And what is true naturally, is

true spiritually. The growth of a healthy Christian will be
obvious to those with whom he comes into contact. ^ So
as the Lord shall help me, I want to indicate six conditions
for "going on."
1. Childlike Dependence upon God.

God's will for you and me is that we may be "more
than conquerors through Him that loved us."(Rom. 8. 8<).
Not more than conquerors through our goodness or any
thing to do with ourselves, but " more than conquerort
through Him that loved us" and therefore wr must preserve

a childlike dependence upon God. Sanctification di>rs not

put you beyond temptation, nay, rather temptation will
probably come to you in a far more severe way, but temp

tation is not sin, yielding is sin. Our Lord was sorely
tempted. "He was in all points tempted like as we arp
yet without sin," we read in Hebrews 4. 16. B"*
was kept full of the Holy Ghost throughout thai lime of
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sore temptation in the wilderness, and went back into Galilee

in the power of the Spirit.
"And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost, returned
from Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness."

** Being forty days tempted of the devil."
"And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into
Galilee." Luke 4. 1. 2. 14.

So as God permits you and me to pass through sore

temptation we shall be following Jesus, and it will be that
He may bring us through triumphantly, in the power of the
Spirit, and give us a testimony to His overcoming power.
The Lord Jesus said to Peter:—
"Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath desired to have
you, that he may sift you as wheat, but I have
praved for thee, that thy faith fail not." Luke

22.' 31, 32.
When we go down from this Convention Satan will
desire to have us.

He will be there to tempt us, and to

try and draw us away from the pathwway we have seen is
the Lord's will for us, but as we look to the Lord Jesus,

He will meet Satan, and give us overcoming power. Just
as He prayed for Simon Peter, so He is praying for us.
"Wherefore He is able to save them to the uttermost

that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth
to make intercession for them." Heb. 7. 25.

But if you fail the Lord (and this has been deeply im

pressed upon me to say), be sure to call sin, SIN. Do not
call it sin if it is not sin, but if you realise that you have
grieved the Lord Jesus, by falling into sin, be quick to

confess it to Him just as it is. Remember that we have
an Advocate.

"My little children, these things write I unto you
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins;
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and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world." 1 John 2. 1.

That ye sin not."
God's will for His children
is that (hey shall be kept from sinninfj, but He has provided
an Advocate for any who get tripped up by the Evil One.
*' We have an Advocate." Let us rejoice in that word
"Advocate." It is the very same word that the Holy Spirit
uses in John 14. 16 where we read :—

"And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Comforter, that He may abide with you
for ever."

Do not think of God as austere and hard.

He is the

loving Heavenly Father, and if an earthly father lov« to

see his child walking in the right way, and will do all that
is possible to help him to do so, how much more oitr
Heavenly Father. So with God as our Father, the Saviour
as our Advocate and the Holy Spirit as our Comforter, w®
have the whole Trinitv on our side.

Therefore, "if

man sin," let him fiy to God, confessing his sin, faking

His pardoning grace, and getting up and going on. Should
we see others fall, when we know they once gave testimony

to our uttermost Saviour, do not let u.s say there is nothing
in Full Salvation, or all that wc heard at Swnnwiik eouM
not have been true. Do not let us doubt what

has

done for us, but let the plight of that one be a warning to
us to take heed. "Wherefore let him thai thinketh he

standeth take heed lest he fall." (1 Cor. 10. 13).^ V"*
remember that we shall not help others by doubting what
God has done for us. We shall help them best bv
ing firm on the Word of God and by relying on the
our God.

"Thus the children of Israel were brought

that time, and the children of Judah prevellea

cause they relied upon the I.ord God of 1h«r
fathers." 2 Chron. 13. IP.

Why did the children of Judah prevail? "Beeauae that
relied upon the Lord God of their fathera."
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And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa

king of Judah, and said unto him,'Because thou
hast relied on the king of Syria and not relied on
the Lord thy God is the host of the king of Syria
escaped out of thine hand." 2 Chron. 16, 7.

Here, a little later, we find the same people relying on
earthly help instead of relying on God. How many
Christians have been tripped up by the enemy because there
has not been that reliance or dependence on. God, which
formerly characterised their daily walk. Let us beware of
this snare, and remember that if we are to "go on," there
must be a continual childlike dependence on God.
2. Study of God's Word,

One cannot emphasise this too strongly, and I would
say, especially to the young people here, do have some
system of studying God's Word. Make it a regular habit,
not only to read your morning and evening portions, but
get out your Bible at other times and see within its pages

what God has to say to you personally.
So many appear to think that you should only read and
study your Bible when preparing for meetings. That is
quite a wrong idea.
Vou will find, I am sure, that the more you read and

ponder God's Word, asking the Holy Spirit to open it up
to you, the more you will love it, and the deeper will come

the desire to read it.

Do not put Holiness literature before

the Word of God ; better far to go down from Swanwick
without a single booklet from the bookstall, than let it come
before the VVord of God.

We cannot go on, unless we

read and study the word of God. Read a chapter, or even
a verse over and over again until it speaks to you. Pray
that the Holy Spirit Who has come into your heart, may

teat h you, for Me tenche.s us through the Word of God.
" But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,
Whom the Father will send in My Name, He shall

teach you all things and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."
John. 14, 20.
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Will you trust the Holy Spirit to be your Teacher and your
Remembrancer? Put your foot on the double promise in
that verse,"Shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance." Say to the Lord,"Dear Lord, I
claim this promise."
It may be that vou have never
claimed a promise before, but whether vou have or not,
make that your particular promise and claim it.
How blessed it is to prove by experience the value of
the promises. I do rejoice that about three months ago
the Lord graciously gave me the fulfilment of a promise

for somebody else's deliverance from the power of Satan.
I had been trusting Him for three-and-a-half years on a
promise He gave me, and now to mv great jov the deliver
ance has come.

3. Prompt and Glad Obedience.

It is possible to study God's Word, and get a great deal

of knowledge, without much idea of letting it alter and rule

the life. Let us remember, however, that it is not enough
to study God's Word, we must obey it promptly and gladly.
Jesus said :

*' Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command
you." John 15. 14.

lhat was an astounding statement, which none but the
Son of God could have made. Fancy anyone telling another

that he could only accept his friendship on the basis of
absolute obedience 1 Yet that is what the Lord Jesus says
to us. You must not onlv study My Word, but you must

obey it. All through the Bible we see the value of obedience.
We think of Abraham as the great example of faith.
So he was, but he was the great example of obeillenee also,
nnd faith and obedience must go together.
" By myself have I sworn, saith the I-ord, for because
thou hast done this thing . .. that in blessing
I will bless thee . . . nnd in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed, because

obeyed My voice." Gen. 22, 16, 13.
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To the Children of Israel, through His servant Moses, God
was ever insistent on the need for obedience.

" Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and
a curse.

A blessing, if ye obey the comniandnicnls of the
Lord your Cod, which I command you this day.

And a curse if ye laiVl not obey the coinmaudtnenls

of the Lord your God, but turn aside out of the
way which I command you this day, to go after

other gods, which ye have not known." Deut.
11. 26, 28.

There are many things in the life of Elijah to inspire and
help us, not least the record of his prompt and glad obed

ience to the leading of God.
"And the word of the Lord came unto him saying,

Get thee hence . . . hide thyself ..."

*' So he went and did according unto the word of the
Lord."

"And the word of the Lord came unto him saying.

Arise, get thee to Zarephalh."
"So he arose and went to Zarephath."

"And it came to pass, after many days that the word
of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year saying,

Go show thyself unto Ahab : and I will send rain
upon the earth.

And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab."
1 Kings 17 and IS.

Turning over to the New Testament we read of Peter
and the other Apostles before the Council who have told
them that thev must not preach in the name of the Lord

Jesus. They had been suffering persecution, and had been

put in prison ; and after they had been delivered from prison
we find them again in the temple teaching and preaching.

When they were asked for an explanation they all answered
(not only Peter). " We ought to obey God rather than
men."

Or " We must obey God." And then our Lord

Jesus Christ Himself—
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'* Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ

Jesus: being found in fashion as a man, //«
humbled Himself and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross." Phil. 2. 5, 8.

"He humbled Himself and became obedient." It often®
means humbling; there may be some humbling things for
some of us to do when we get home, but all will be worth
while if done in obedience to the Voice of God.
1 remember on one occasion when the Lord told some

of us to go and advertise some meetings with sandwich
boards. We did not particularly care about it. but thank
God we did it and it brought very real blessing into our
lives.

"Trust and obey,

For there's no other way
To be happy in Jesus

But to trust and obey."
4.

A Vital Prayer Life.

You will remember the story in the book of Daniel,
how that Darius the king set over his kingdom 120 princra.
and over these he set three presidents of whom Daniel was

the first. Then Daniel was placed above the prcfldents and
princes, because an excellent spirit was in him and he wat
set over the whole realm. This brought in jealousy, and
the presidents and princes sought to find occnsHui against
Daniel, but thev could not find occasion or fault. Daniel
Was a faithful man, there was no error or fault found In

him. Then in desperation they decided to try something
in relation to Daniel's religion, and they got a decree *ig!>ed
by the king that a man must not pray lo Cnid.
read :

"Now when Daniel knew that the writing was

signed, he went into his house : and his mlndoat

being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem 1^

kneeled upon his knees three times a dav, and ptaved
and gave thanks to God as he did aforttlnwDaniel 6. 10.
Ill

*' Lei Ui Go On"

Daniel had cultivated a vital prayer life, and he just went
on in the path God had shown him. He could not live
without prayer; he could not live without coming to God
at least three times a day. Can you live without coming to
God at least three times a day?

" But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet,
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy
Father which is in secret: and thy Father which
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly."
Matthew 6. 6.

Carry that out literally if you can, but if you cannot get
away like that, find somewhere where you can lift up your

heart to God. You can prav on the bus, you can pray in
the train, you can pray walking along. Where the heart
is fully yielded to God, where there is a deep desire to get
through to the Throne, there will be a way.. Do remember
that the life of holiness is a life of prayer, and you cannot
*• go on"in a life of holiness without prayer, any more than
you can without the Word of God and without prompt and
glad obedience.
5.

Submission to Discipline.

God has always seen fit to test and discipline His
children. This is clear from the record of His dealing with
the Children of Israel.

" And thou shalt remember all the way which the

Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the
wilderness to humble thee, and to prove thee, to
know what was in thine heart, whether thou

wouldest keep His commandments or no."
"And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger
and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not,

neither did thy fathers know: that He might make
thee know that man doth not live by bread only,

but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of the Lord doth man live." Deut. 8. 2, 3.

There are two ways of meeting testing.

Vou can be

rebellious under testing; you can look at somebody else
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and sav "I wonder whv that one does not Ret any of these

thinRs'"' or you can submit patiently and praisefully. God

knows how best to deal with us, and if when this Conven.
tlon is over vou are suddenly plunRed into some test or

discipline, something that you do not like. sontethinR that

naturally vou would be inclined to rebel aRainst, will you
remember'that it is "Whom the Lord lovelh He chasteneth*
and Ho does it "for our profit, that we might be partaker*
of His holiness." Heb. 12. Is that not wonderful? 1 have
been looking at that word with awe."For our profit, that

we might bo partakers of His holiness." Let us never cease
to wonder at God's amazing grace, ns we think of His per

mitting us to be *' partakers of His holiness."
6.

A Cleau Witness.

Lastly, and most important there must be a clear
witness to Jesus.

"John bare witness of Him." John 1. 15.
lohn bare witness of Jesus. Shall your name be written

there' Shall mine be written there? Tlirre is great need

of present-day witness to Jesus. What was John's witness?
It was three-fold.

"The next dov John seeth Jesus coming unto hlm»
and saith * Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh

awav'the'sin of the world.'" v. 29.

th. fir^t olace John bore witness to Jesus, that He

u bear witness that He takes away
took away sm. Can you o
sin? Not only that He iorg»>«

"And John bare recorf savdng • •,
""«
which baptiseth with the Holy Ghost, v. 3S.

John also bore witness that Jesus
Ghost. Let us see to it that we bear
Jesus, that He not only cleanses hearts

[""'j
^

'ness o the Lo.d

He baptises with the Holy G^ost. He pvcs ^vver, ix^er

to overcome, power to live a full Christtan h ,
to God's glory.
8

113

** Ltt Ut Co On"

"And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son

of God." V.' 34.
In the third place John bore witness that Jesus was the
Son of God. Not that the Lord Jesus was a wonderful Man,
not that He was a wonderful Teacher; He was all that,

but much more, "I bare record that this is the Son of
God." '• The Son of God Who loved me and gave Himself
for me."

This three-fold witness cost John his head, his life.

What is our witness costing us? If we bear a faithful and
definite witness to the Lord Jesus it is going to cost us

something, perhaps in our home or elsewhere, but it will
be worth it Surely the highest honour you and I can have
is to witness to the Lord Jesus.

John is spoken of as the friend of the Bridegroom.
" He that hath the bride is the bridegroom; but the

friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and
heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bride
groom's voice; this my joy therefore is fulfilled."
John 3. 29.

As the Heavenly Bridegroom's friend he"rejoiced greatly.
John had a rejoicing testimony because he had a rejoicing
heart, his joy was filled full. That is the kind of testimony
to the Lord Jesus, a testimony out of a heart filled
full with joy. May it be our testimony as it was John's
testimony, and may it be the deep desire of our heart as it
was the deep desire of his heart that"He (the Lord Jesus
Christ) might increase, but I must decrease." John 3. 30.
We might say that the purpose of this Convention is
that the Lord Jesus might increase in us, that He might
be all-in-all, that He might reign supreme in each one of
our lives. By God's grace, therefore,"let us go ON."
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Rev. William H. Rowdox, m.a.

"The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar;
it shall never go out." Leviticus 6, 13.

This last meeting of the last day of the Convention is a
responsibility; responsibility on the part of the messenger,

and a responsibility for those who shall hear the message. « . jii

That word •• responsibility"for us simply means "response//
to His ability."

May 1 say from the very start, make quite sure what
God has done for you. Have you been *' born again?" The
first question is, Has the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ any
place in your life? Has it brought peace to your soul? Are
you resting on the merits of His atoning Blood? Has that
"altar"yet been set up in your heart?

Secondly have you got the Fire? "Have you received
the Holy Ghost since you believed?" Has God dealt with
that evil heart of unbelief? Have you been crucified with
Christ?

Has God made the Lord Jesus Christ unto you.

Sunctiflcalion ? Have you holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord? These are definite questions.
In Lev. 10. 1, wc read of Xadab and .Abihu who

offered strange fire before the Lord" "and there went
out fire from the Lord and devoured them, and ihcy died

before the Lord." Anything done other than in the power

of the Holy Spirit will not be acceptable to God, and the
fire of God will burn it up when the children of God stand

before the judgment scat of Christ.
So beware of strange fire! If the fire has purged and

refined, it will have hurt, if it has not hurl you may be
fairly certain that it has not gone very deep.
"Refining fire go through my heart,
Illuminate my soul,
Burn out the dross of base desire

And sanctify the whole."
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I want to speak to-nij{ht of three things. (1) Things
likely to put the fire out; (2) Things which will keep the
fire burning; and (3) Things which cannot put the fire out.
1.

Things likely to put the fire out.

(a) If you remove"the live coals"from the altar.
"And there came a fire out from before the Lord and

consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the
fat which when all the people saw, they shouted
and fell on their faces." Lev. 9. 24.

Ood accepted what His people had done in obedience to

His Word, and gave His answer by fire as He had done on
other occasions. Holy fire is of Divine origin, and if the
live coals are not glowing with holy fire, or if they are
removed, the fire will go out. That has a very definite
spiritual application.

We shall find the same set of circumstances when we

get home, probably a little more aggravated, the same
kind of temptations (although I trust God has dealt with
certain desires), but we shall have more subtle temptations.
If we have trusted God for a "clean heart" we shall be

very much more tested, and we shall find that instead of
things being any different they will be just the same, but
that Is where the real test comes in. Not the test as to the

genuineness of the blessing, but the test of our faith. If
suppo.sing a severe test comes to you (who have trusted
Cod for the fulness of blessing and who believe God has
cleansed your heart), and the test is very severe and you fail,
the first thing that the enemy of souls is likely to do is to sa}'
You see you are not sanctified after all, you have not

got the ble.ssing, there is nothing in it, it is all very well
during a Convention, but when you get back to your old
circumstances you will find that it is very different." The
moment we begin to question the work God has done, that
moment we re«admit into our heart unbelief, we take away
the live coal from off the altar and the fire begins to

•moulder and becomes like smoking flax until it goes out.
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I feel that great emphasis must be made on believing—
for we must keep on believing the promise. If God has not

already given yoj a promise, ask Him for one. There are said
to be 30,000 in the Word of God, ask Him for one and hold
on to it however dark the path may be and however much

the evidence of vour five senses may be against it, hold on to
the promise of God lest the fire should be extinguished.

What are you going to do if you sin? If you sin call

it by its right name. Confess it direct to the Lord Jesus.
"If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." I John 1. 9.

Whatever you do don't wait until you feel that the fire is

burning again, get up from your knees, praise God that He
has cleansed you from all unrighteousness (because His
Word says He is faithful to do so), by faith go forward
and rejoice. Praise God you will find the flames will leap
up again and"the fire shall ever bo burning upon the altar,

it shall never go out," and it will not go out so long as you
maintain that attitude of faith in the promise. Whatever
happens never doubt God's work in your heart.

(b) The removal of the burnt offering from the altar.
If you put vour hands on the altar and you attempt to

remove any part of it, you can be quite sure that the fire
will begin to burn low. You will notice it, your friends will
notice it, and very soon it will go out (the very purpose of
the holy fire is to consume the burnt offering). There arc
those who have laid the whole of their lives "a living

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God." their reasonable service
and all that they have upon the altar. Re careful that you
never seek to take back what you have given. If you tell

the Lord 3'ou are willing to go to the ends of the earth for
Him, anywhere, anyhow, any time, at any cost, stand by
that, and whatever you do, keep your hands off the altar, do
not touch the burnt offering.

It

a

may

be that there is

one

very great sacrifice, something it
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was very, very precious. It may possibly have been a great

friend, it may have been a child, it may have been a wife
or a husband. It may be we had given a large and undue
proportion of our affection and love, and perhaps God has
been asking us to give this to Him, He may be saying to
us •' Give Me that, I want it," and after a great struggle we
realised that we should never get the fire until we had put
that last thing ort the altar. We had come to the point
where we said '* Yes Lord, I am willing to make that
restitution when I get back." "I am willing to be re
conciled with that friend with whom I am out of fellow

ship, I am willing to destroy that idol" whatever it may
be. It may be a book, a picture, it may be something we
have treasured very much and something which we feel we
cannot possibly do without, and we say it is not often that
we allow ourselves to indulge in it, we have not very many

vices, but we cannot do without that, but at last we had
come to the point where we were willing to hand this over
to the Lord and we laid the burnt offering on the altar. Be

careful lest you put vour hands on the burnt offering and
take it away, because the fire will go out.
You will remember that "Esau despised his birth-

rightt"

It does not mean he did not want it, but he

"esteemed it lightly"and "for one morsel of meat he sold
his birthright" What a tragic lack of a true sense of
proportion ! Had he thought for a few moments he would
have realised what a foolish thing it was to do, but he

wanted the mess of pottage and he said,"What profit shall
this birthright do to me?" And when the temptation comes

to us, to indulge in some pleasure we say, *' I cannot give
it up, the pleasure I get out of this is so absorbing"(and
for the moment there is pleasure in sin, it is so absorbing
though only passing, and we say,"I must have it "), and
"for one morsel of'meat" we esteem lightly the birthright
of the fire of God blazing on the altar of our souls, we

"despise" the fulness of the Holy Ghost. Perhaps you
have come to the place where you are prepared to let God
have that "one morsel of meat," that place you like to

frequent, that unhealthy friendship which you know is like
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a vampire sucking your very life from ybu. Having put
that thing on the burnt offering keep your hands off, let the
fire get at it, and when the fire is blazing up, very soon
you will say, *' I do not want it now." When the fire of
the Holy Ghost is burning on the altar of your soul you
will not want that thing. Be careful to remove neither the
live coals or any part of the burnt offering lest the fire
should go out.
2.

Things which will keep the fire burning.

(a) The removal of the ashes,

"And the priest shall put on his linen garment,
and his linen breeches shall be put upon his
flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire hath
consumed with the burnt offering on the altar, and
he shall put them beside the altar." Verse 10.

Shovel out the ashes! Oh, that burnt-out past spiritual
experience! Make room for a fresh blessing, for the new
revelation that God is waiting to give you.

There are so many Christians who have in their time
been

a

flame

of fire for God and a

wonderful

blessing wherever they have been, but now it is only too
obvious that nothing but ashes remain round the burnt

offering, all the wood has gone, nothing is left but ashes,
and unfortunately they do not realise that the glory has
departed. It is a great tragedy when Christians live on a
past experience, there must be the removal of the ashes
from the altar. Do not live on yesterday's experience or
revelation of God, but get something fresh from Him to-

day. The trouble is that so many of us are spoon-fed
Christians, and we are living on a message God gave us
sometime ago*

(b) Another thing which will keep the fire burning is
to put on fresh fuel, viz. wood, burnt-offering, and the fat.
"And the priest shall burn wood upon it every

morning." Verse 12.
Wood speaks to us of the Word of God. Notice "every
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morning." Nothing causes the fire to blaze up so much
as wood. Apply the Word of God. In other words to be

practical—have Q, " Quiet Time." In these days of rush
it is absolutely imperative when there is so much activity
and energy, let us be quiet before the Lord, give Him a
chance to speak to us. Nothing will make the fire flame

up like wood, it may not immediately burn up, but when it
begins to get warm and some of the moisture comes out of
it, it catches fire and then throws put*a heat; so also, as we
meditate on the Word of God the Holy Spirit lights it up,
if we take time enough. Do not forget it is to be "every
morning." If we have time to read the daily papers, surely

We have time to read the Word of God, to see what He has
to say to us *' every morning."

Lay the

hurnt-ofjering in order upon the altar.

That is, as the Holy Spirit
thing, be careful to obey God.

reveals

some

fresh

Fat—and then the third kind of fuel is the fat of the

peace-offering.

Some people don't like fat, but it is

supposed to be the best part, and one of the things which

will make the fire burn up in your heart is if you will give
Him your very best.

*' Just as I am, young, strong and free,
To be the best that I can be."

There is something thrilling about that"To be the best
that I can be." Because you are a Christian you love the
Lord Jesus and you have a love burning up in your heart,
and you are going to be the very best that you can, in your
home, in your business, and in your friendships whether
you are a father, mother, son or daughter, husband or wife,
you are going to be the very best,"To be the best that I
can be."

There is another thing of which many Christian people
are frightened:—good works!

We have heard so much

about people trying to get to Heaven through good works
that we are terrified of good works, but after we are
saved the good works should follow.
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" By grace are ye saved through faith: and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. Not of
works, lest any man should boast. For we are
His workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good
works which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them." Eph. 2. 8-10.

God means us to produce *' good works"as a result of our

salvation, and if the^ Lord Jesus is dwelling within our
hearts by the Holy Ghost we shall find that there are good
works resulting. James meant that when he said,"Faith
without works is dead." "By their fruits ye shall know
them," and God wants these good works. We shall all be
judged according to our works.

"It is God which worketh in you both to will and
to do of His good pleasure." Phil. 2. 13.
Then another thing that makes the fire simply leap up
is Praise, Try Praise, Praise Godl Paul's injunction is
to "Rejoice evermore." Paul was in prison when he said
that, with heavy chains fastened to his wrists. "Keep on

praising God, He'll give you grace for the hardest place.
Keep on praising God!" Praise Him, He faileth not.

Another thing that causes the fire to leap up on the
altar is believing prayer. This is the best we can offer, for
we honour Him when we take Him at His Word,

Pray

without ceasing." Pray believingly. How this warms our
hearts I How it kindles love towards Him I

Another thing God loves us to do is to step out in faith
after we have prayed. Some people go on praying, but never

act, they say "God must do it," but there comes a time
when God says "Speak unto the children of Israel that

they go forward." "Arise, shine for thy light is come."
We have to step out in faith in service for Him and the fire
will burn in our souls as we see God confirming every step
of the way. Testify to blessing received, and every time
you testify your heart will burn within you because you
will realise how closely associated you are with the

"despised and rejected" Saviour. Testimony in which the
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Lord Jesus is given all the glory is certainly "the fat of
the peace-offering," for "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth
Me."

And if we are to be united with Him and have our

hearts burning within us we must thus enter into His
sufferings. You may be called a crank, but remember that
it is the crank which makes the wheels go round ! You

may be thought a fanatic, but remember you are in splendid
company.

The motto of the Welsh Revival was "Obey the Holy

Ghost!" So whatever He tells you to do, do it. Give Him
your very best. "Go out into the highways and byways "—

"Knowing the terror of the Lord we persuade men."
Evangelise!
Preach the Word! Work, for "It is God
which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good

pleasure." You will be empowered from within. It will

not be a question of screwing yourself up to speak, but the
words which God will put in your mouth will be "fire."
8.

Things which cannot put the fire out.

(a) Many waters will never be able to put the fire out.

Damping circumstances or wet weather for your holidays
cannot put the fire out.

You may have seas of trouble, they won't put the fire
out, swamping difficulties (you may be up to your neck in
them) won't put the fire out; you may have the continual
dripping from a nagging tongue (not a very nice thing
to have!), but that won't put the fire out; a downpour of
anathemas because you say you have a "clean heart";
waives of eloquence; a hail of proof texts; torrents of abuse,
none of these things can put the fire out. "Many waters
cannot quench love." If the whole Fire Brigade of un•anctified people with their jets of milk and water turn upon

you, that will not put the fire out, because "Many waters
cannot quench love." If you have the love of the Lord
jesus shed abroad in your heart you will be able to go
right through, for '* Love never faileth." "The fire shall
never go out," even if you find yourself in any of these
trying circumstances the fire will never go out.
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(b)
of persecution. You may think the wind
is very strong but it cannot put the fire out, it will only
fan the flame.

All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution." 2 Tim. 3. 12.
In some form or other we shall have it, perhaps a shrug of

the shoulders, a sneer, a whisper, a nudge, a wink of the
eye. Praise God for every trouble and trial you have to
endure.

Shall suffer persecution."

It is sometimes those little things that are more galling
than the big ones, they are far more difficult to bear, but
these things cannot put the fire out!

"Blessed are ye (happy, very happy), when men shall
hate you and when they shall separate you from
their company and shall reproach you, and cast out
your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake.

"Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy; for
behold your reward is great in heaven : for in the
like manner did their fathers unto the prophets."
Luke 6. 22-23.

That is exactly what the disciples did. Acts 13. 49, 50. The
Jews stirred up the devout qnd honourable women and the
chief men of the city, but in verse 62 we read that"the
disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Ghost,"
the fire simply blazed up because they were following the
injunction of the Lord Jesus, "Rejoice and leap for joy."
" Many waters cannot quench love," neither can persecu
tion blow out the flames on the altar.
"This is the law of the burnt offering: It is the burnt

offering, because of the burning upon the altar all

night unto the morning and the fire of the altar
shall be burning in it." Lev. 6. 9.

*' All night unto the morning." We arc living in days
when there is darkness and cold, but that will not put the
fire out. "All night unto the morning." Now this period
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of time since the offering of the Lord Jesus on the Cross
unto the present^ay is "All night." It is a long dark
night, but we are getting very near to the dawn, and very
soon We shall see.the Morning Star arise, and then we
shall see the Sun of Righteousness ablaze in His glory to
herald the dawn of everlasting day, and our little altar fires
will be lost in the blaze of His glory when God shall be
all in all. The darker the night the brighter the light,
"The fire shall never go out."

124

Japan Evangelistic Band Publications.
Price.

A Graveyard's only Cross. R. B. Bazeley
A Pure Heart. Reginald L. Harrod

Id.
2d.

Baptism of the Holy Ghost. The. Barclay F. Buxton

4d,

Beam, the Bramble and the Sand, The. A. Paget Wllkes

2d.

Christ shall be Magnified. M. Bazeley and N. Hulme
Christ's Personal Interviews. A. Paget NVilkes
David prayeth for Sanctification. Trevor H. Lingley ...
Dynamic of Faith, The. A. Paget Wilkes

I/4d.
2d.
3/6

Dynamic of Redemption, The. A. Paget Wilkes ...
Dynamic of Service, The. A. Paget Wilkes
Deliverance and Joy. A. Paget Wilkes
Double Cure, The. and other messages. James M. Pollock

2/6
2/6
Id.
3d.

Father's

Id.

Gift. The.

James Cuthoertson

Freed and Filled, George Wood

2d,

From Bondage to Liberty. Norman Green, M.6. B.Ch.
Full Salvation. Winifrid Totley
His Glorious Power. A. Paget Wilkes
In Japan with the J.E.B
J.E.B. Magazine—bi-monthly—Annual subscription ...

2d.
Id.
I/Id.
1/3

J.E.B. Prayer Calendar

6d.

Jonah, The

Book of. Barclay F. Buxton

6d.

Land of Promise, The. Barclay F. Buxton

3d.

Living by Faith.

Id.

Mary Bazeley

Love, One to Another. James M. Pollock
Memorial Series. A. Paget Wilkes."A New Cruse," etc.

2d.
I/-

Power of the Precious Blood, The. Charles Inwood ...
Power when the Holy Ghost is Come.
Swanwick

2d.

Addresses

I/-

Royal Anointing, The. Barclay F. Buxton
Ruth, The Book of. Barclay F. Buxton
Safeguards for the Sanctified, James M. Pollock
Sanctification. A. Paget Wilkes

...

So Great Salvation. A. Paget Wilkes

Son's Authority, The. James Cuthbertson
Three Fountains, The. A. Paget Wilkes

jW.

•••

True Holiness and other Messeges. F. Wilmot Eardley

Unbelief. A. Peget Wilkes

Unfailing Lord Jesus, The.

Trevor H. Lingley

...

Valley of Blessing, The. Swanwick Addresses
What Holiness Really is. H. W. Verner
Work and Methods of the J.E.B., The

Witness Series, The Set
Obteinable from:

3apatt "CvanseUstlc ^ait5
55 COWER STREET. LONDON. W.C.I

or from other eddreeee* on title pet*.

Postage should be included for single cojsies.

3d.
6d.
2d.
6d.

Id.
Id.

2d.

Id.

6d.

I/Id.
Free

2d.

