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pages.

PREFACE.

In 1898 I issued a small book on the"Message of the Cross," which was'
simply m outline of some messages that I had given at the C.I.M. Hall, Mildmay
on the Good Friday of that year.

'

'

The Lord has graciously pleased to o\vn very signally that little booh, but
to me It always appeared crude, and too condensed for the general reader. In truth
1 was without words to express what the Holy Spirit was at that time burning into
my heart as the need for a renewed preaching of the Cross of Calvary. I could
only give in germ, so to speah, what I was seeing so clearly in the light of God.

This year the little book ran out of its first edition, and although on three

oc^ions I consider^ the question of its reprint, yet each time I was restrained,

^d^now the Lord has given a fresh and fuller message on the same momentous
Knowing that the first mess^e was of Him, I have sought to incorporate

It m this new and larger book, but there is scarply one paragraph used in its com
pleteness, therefore I have Wt it best.to give the book a new title to distinguish it
from the one issued m !o98.

I send forth again this message of the Cross with a stronger and deeper con
^ys, IS the renewed preaching of the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the

viction than before that the speaal and crying need of the Church, in these latter

Cross ot Calvary,as it was proclaimed,and known in experience, by the Apostle Paul.

Oh servants of God, we are living in days when the battle is being turned
to the gate, for the very foundalion of our failh.

f th,iTIld

is already upon us like a flood. The Spirit

the world

bondage of sin, and the severing power from the spirit of

°mation
i-„„ of thef/
that standard
renewed
Cross. Proclaimed not only asand
a means
of peaceis awith
God,procla
but as

f "no Crn«"

the banner

h nwTin
differences,
and rallyin
shoulder
to shoulder
in rhe
the Kbattle off ^e Lord5"and determine, as
Paul determined
going

There are, however, many welcome ai^s of a reverting to the preaching of
rte Cr^s in Its vitd ^wer. Bl^ed be God who hath not forsaken His people
Our God wi I come for^ against the mighty There shall be delay no longer No

longer shall the blood of the covenant be trodden under foot, and counted a common
thing.

May God graciously speak through this little book, and use it as one of His
many instruments to call His redeemed ones into real imion with Him in death,

so that they may become partakers of His life, and be tnily crucified messengers
of a crucified Lord, in these last solemn days before His appearing.

I am deeply conscious that I have but touched on the surface, depths that
are fathomless. With such a vast theme the message can but be suggeslive, but if
all who read are drawn to seek from God for themselves the experimental knowledge
of the Cross, as the key to abundant life and fruitfulness, the purpose of the book
will have been accomplished.
It may also be well to say that in emphasising the aspect of the fellowship
of the believer with the Lord in His death, in no sense is it meant to infer that the
redeemed one shares in His atoning work on behalf of sinful men.

It is easy, in some measure, to preach about the Cross, but to be taken by
the Holy Spirit into the heart of Calvary, as foreshadowed in Psalm xxii., means
a fellowship with llie death of the Lord Jesus,such as will make the Lamb slain on
earth, but enthroned in heaven, the one point of vision for evermore ; and we must

drink of His cup. and be baptized into His baptism, if we are to speak that which
we ^noio, and testify of that which we have proved.

I have added in the Appendix some extracts from the writings of honoured

servants of God, bearing upon the subject. They will confirm the conviction upon
many hearts that the HolylSpirit of God is bidding the messengers of God go back
to Calvary, and then will come the''world-wide revival, for the calling out of His
redeemed, for which we look ere the Lord returns for His own.

October, 1903.

Prefatory Note to Fifth Edition.

It is with deep gratitude to God for His signal blessing upon this simple
message, that I send it forth again m an hour when all the forces'of darkness
Satanic and human, are directing all their powers against the truth of the substitutionary work of the God-Man at Calvary.

May He use it for the strengthening of His people to stand in the battle in
this evil day.

Jane, 1920.

J.P-L.

Second Edition, October, 1906.
Third Edition, October, 1909.

Fourth Edition (India), March, 1919.
Fifth Edition, June, 1920.
Sixth Edition, August, 1929.

Preface to the (Dutch)
"Cross of Calvary and Its Message."*
By the late Dr. Andrew Murray.
South Africa.

As 1 know the writer of this book, Mrs. Penn-Lewis, well, and am in hearty

sympathy with the object for which it is written, I gladly do my utmost to recommend
the book to Christians in our land.

We find in God's Word two alspccts of the Cross. The one points to the redemp'
tion of the Cross, as the ground of our Salvation ; the Cross has taken away the curse
of sin, offers us forgiveness of sins, and brings us the message of perfect peace with
God through the Blood of Christ. The other lays the emphasis on the fellowship of

the Cross. It points to the words of Christ,"Take up the Cross and follow Me": to
the words of St. Paul,"I am crucified with Christ." "I jim crucified to the world,"
"Ye are dead to sin in Christ."

The first aspect is what we need for our justification, the only and sure ground
of our faith that we are reconciled to God. The second had to do with our sanctifica-

tion,and leads us into the likeness of the Lord Jesus in the death to sin and the world,
and reveals to us the fulness of power with which He breaks the power of sin within
us, and keeps it under.
It goes without saying that where the first view-point is preached, it is easier to
understand and believe than the second. For this reason, many Christians never get
any further than faith in the Cross for the forgiveness of sin. They do not understand,
and when they hear of it they are afraid of, the self-denial that calls them to follow
fully in conformity with the death of their Lord.

.Mrs.Penn-Lewis has always, by her writings in the religious papers in connection

with her experience in the revival in Wales, shown how deeply the thought of the

fellowship of the Cross has taken hold of her, and how strongly she feels that this is
the way in which God would prepare His Church to overcome the world....

When the spiritual eyes have been opened to receive this special message [of
the two-fold mess^e of the Cross] one will, at the same time, leam that it is just
through this experience that we shall learn to prize more highly our redemption, and
to understand its power aa never before.

Xhe L/jrd grant us the Spirit of Wisdom, and enlightened eyes, to know the
glory of the Cross. May He strengthen us in the prayer that His people may be the
true followers of the Cross-bearing Christ. And so may the strong desire of the
authoress, of the brother who is responsible for the translation and printing of the
book, and which is also my desire, graciously be fulfilled.
Wellington, Nov. 4, 1909.

A.M.

^"Het Kruis Van Golgotha." TranijaUd by G. F. Maraii, F. Zoon, and publiihed at
WelUnilon, South Africa in 1909.
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Who is this thai cometh from Edom,
with crimsoned garments from Bozrah"?

this that is glorious in His apparel, march
ing in the greatness of His strength ?

/ that speak in righteousness, mighty to
save.

"•Wherefore are Thou red in Thine
apparel?

/ have trodden the winepress alone ;
and of the peoples there was no man with
Me."

Isaiah Ixiii. I, 2, 3, m.

CHAPTER I.

Behold the Lamb of God, which heareth the sin of the
World."—John i. 29, margin.
CALVARY AND THE

FORESHADOWED CROSS.

And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there
they crucified Him."—Luke xxiii. 33, A.V.

The hour had come! The Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world was now to be slain before the eyes of the
world.

Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the

peoples of Israel, were gathered together, to do" what had been
"foreordained to come to pass."*

By picture lessons and prophetic voices, for centuries before,
God had been foretelling this dread hour ; and He has been

directing the world back to it for nearly two thousand years.

Calvary is the very pivot of the world's history. All prior
things pointed forward to it; and all subsequent things point back
to it. Even the future rests upon it, for the redeemed in heaven
find it the centre of heaven as they behold a Lamb in the midst
of the throne, "standing as though it had been slain."

Seven hundred years before the Man Christ Jesus was led
to the place called Calvary, a prophet inspired of God foreshadowed
the Cross ; and gave such a word-picture of the Saviour of the

world, that none but blinded hearts could fail to recognise Him
when He came to earth—God manifest in the flesh.
B

» Acts iv. 27, 28.
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Through the prophet Isaiah the Spirit of God poured a flood
of light upon Calvary ; depicting the pathway to the Cross, its
atoning sacrifice, its sufferings and its fruit; so that all who knew
the Scripture of the prophets, were without excuse as they crucified

>
t

the L

/

of glory.

1

lilt.- prophecy of Isaiah makes it clear that Christ was

"delivered up by the determinate counsel and fore-knowledge of
Cod,"* for Cod "foreshowed by the mouth of all the prophets,
that His Christ should suffer,"t and when at Calvary"lawless men

did crucify and slay" the "Prince of Life," the rulers of Israel
fulfilled the predictions of the prophets they read every sabbath
day, by "condemning Him."

.

The foreshadowed Lamb of God. Isaiah iiii. 1-4.
"He hath no form nor comeliness." ..

"No beauty that we should desire Him. ..

,

"He was despised and forsaken of men (margin)...
1

"A Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief," ..
"As One from whom men hide their face." ..

"Who hath believed that which we have heard ? "t and to
"whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ?" cries the

prophet, who was reporting that which he had heard from Cod.

But the message, or report, was so beyond all human thought, so
contrary to all human ideas, that he wonders to whom the revelation

will be given. For it was revealed to the old time messengers of
Cod that when they"testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ,

and the glories that should follow them,"§ they were ministering
to those who, in after years, should hear the message of the Cross ;
and the Apostle Peter writes that the Spirit of Christ Himself was

in the prophets, testifying to the sufferings that would come to
Him on earth.
♦ Acts ii. 23.

t Acts iii. 18.

J Isa. Iiii. I, margin.

§ I Pet. i. II, 12.

I
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Isaiah foresees the questionings which would fill the minds of
men as they heard the marvellous story of that which weis told him
from God, seven hundred years before it came to pass. "Who
hath believed ?"and "to whom" is it revealed ? he exclaims, as

he describes the Christ growing up before the Father 'as a tender
plant; and as a root out of a dry ground. Very precious to God
must have been the tender plant; the Branch that should

bear

fruit."* For the choice vine of Israel, the plant of His delight,t

had disappointed the heavenly Husbandman, and His cherished
vineyard had become dry ground. But here was the shoot out of
a stock* in Israel that would bring forth the fruit the Father wanted,
although to the eyes of men there would be"no form nor comeli
ness," no beauty to cause them to "desire Him."

He, Who was the precious tender pleint to the Father, would
be despised of men. He would be a "Man of sorrows, and ac

quainted with grief," therefore they would reject eind forsake Him,
for suffering and sorrow are not attractive to men.

To Jehovah, His Righteous Servant would be "exalted and
lifted up," even"very high," but to men He would be as One from
Whom they would hide their faces with astonishment, for His face
and His form would be marred"more than the sons of men."t
How marred must have been the face of the Holy One of God
from His crown of thorns ! How lacerated the form of His sacred

body from the scourging of the soldiers, for the scourges were made
from hundreds of leathem thongs, each armed at the point with an
angular bony hook, or a sharp sided cube.§

"Look at yonder pillar, black with the blood of murderers and
rebels . . Look at the rude and barbarous beings who busily
surround their victim." See them"tear off His clothes, bind those

hands . . press His gracious visage firmly against the shameful
•Isa. xi. 1.

t Isa. v. 7, margin.

t Isaiah lii. 14.

§ Krummacher.
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pillar," binding Him"with ropes in such a manner that He cannot
move or stir." See ! The scourging lasts a full quarter of an hour 1
The scourges cut ever deeper into the wounds already made, and

penetrate almost to the marrow until "His whole back appears an
enormous wound."* A purple robe is then thrown over the form
of the agonized Sufferer, and the twigs of a long-spiked thorn bush
are twisted into a circle, and pressed upon His brow.*
It was thus that His face was marred, and His form more than
the sons of men. The prophet Isaiah had even foretold the words

of the Man of sorrows, saying in His hour of agony,"I was not
rebellious, neither turned away backward. I gave my back to the
smiters, and My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair : I hid

not My face from shame and spitting. For the Lord God will help
Me . . therefore have I set My face like a flint."f
Men hid their faces from Him, but "He hid as it were His

face from us"is the marginal reading of the R.V. Did the group
who had seen His face shine as the sun on the Mount of Trans

figuration, remember the hidden glory in that marred frame ? Nay,
even they"esteemed Him not"and forsook Him in His hour of
shame.

The Divine and human estimation of the Man of sorrows in

His pathway to the Cross, are thus fully foreshadowed by the
prophet, and the Holy Spirit as plainly foretells the substitutionary
object of His death.
The purpose of the Cross, v. 4-6.
"He hath home OUR griefs" . . .
"He hath carried OUR sorrows " . . .

"He was wounded for OUR transgressions" . . ,
"He was bruised for OUR iniquities" . . .
■" The chastisement of OUR peace was upon Him."

* Krummacher.

f Isaiah I. 5-7.

(ffliiliiiaiiri
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The Holy Spirit leaves no room for doubt as to the purpose,
and the cause of the sufferings of Christ. The word substitution
is not actually used, but the language is unmistakeably clear. This
One with the marred face was bearing the"griefs"and "sorrows"
of others. His wounds were for their transgressions, and the bruises
upon His body were for their iniquities.
"All we lilie sheep have gone astray ; we have turned every one to his own
way; and the Lord hath made to light on Him the iniquity of us all.
{verse 6, margin.)"

Beholding, as it were, the One thus wounded and stricken—
Isaiah knows not actually how—the prophet becomes a spokesman
for the whole human race as he cries—

We behold His sufferings, we esteem Him "stricken, smitten

of God, and afflicted." We, who have "gone astray !" We,
who have turned"every one to his own way." But the Lord hath
laid upon Him—the Holy Son of our God, our iniquity, the iniquity
of us all.

Thus briefly we have pourtrayed for us the result of the Fall
in Eden, and the cause and purpose of the Cross.

Independence of God is the very essence of sin. To every

man"his own way"ends in transgression and iniquity. The first
ALL includes every human being brought into the world, and the

second ALL proclaims the atoning sacrifice of Christ for every one
under the curse of sin.
The death of the Cross, v. 7-9.

"He humbled Himself, and opened not His mouth" . .
"A lamb that is led to the slaughter" . .
"A sheep that before her shearers is dumb" . .
"He was cut off out of the land of the living" , .
"They made His grave with the wicked" . .

Isaiah now depicts the obedience unto death of the suffering
one. He sees Him as a sheep in the hands of the shearers, dumb

14
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and passive ; as a lamb being led to the slaughter, innocent and
powerless. He Who was equal with God, counted it not a thing
to be grasped, but emptied Himself, and came in the likeness of
men. As man He humbled Himself yet more, even unto death,

consenting to be "led to the slaughter" as a victim in the hands
of men. How literally the prophecy was fulfilled in every detail
the gospels unfold.

The Christ standing before Pilate "when He was accused"
"answered nothing,"* so that even the Governor marvelled. From
"oppression and judgment He was taken away outside the city
wall to the place called Calvary, and "as for His generation "—
the people of His own nation and time—' who among them con
sidered" the tragedy that was being enacted in their midst ?
"Cut off out of the land of the living" in the very prime of

life, how few realised that it was for the transgression of His people
"to whom the stroke was due."t

How many in Jerusalem during that awful time"considered,".

and pondered over, the Scriptures of the prophets, which gave them
the portrait of the Man they crucified ?
But the Man of sorrows knew ! He said every step of His

path must needs be"as it is written of Him." As He set His face
to go on His last journey to Jerusalem it was with the words "All
the things that are written through the prophets shall be accom

plished unto the Son of Man. For He shall be delivered up,"
"mocked,""shamefully entreated,""spit upon,""and they shall

scourge and kill Him."+
He said,"It is vwitten," when Judas betrayed Him,and when

His disciples forsook Him, and again, after He was risen from the
dead. He reminded them that when He was yet with them. He had

sought to prepare them for His Cross, by telling them that "all
* Matt, xxvii. 12.

t Isaiah liii. 8, margin

J Luke xviii. 31, 32, m.
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things that must needs be fulfilled" which were written in "the
law of Moses, and the prophets, eind the Psalms,"* concerning Him.
Moreover Isaiah not only foretold the sufferings and death of

the Christ, but the very way of His burial. His grave would be
with the wicked, and He Who had been despised and rejected of
men, would be with the"rich in His death."

This was literally fulfilled ; and the instrument prepared o^
God to carry out His counsels was found in Joseph of Arimathea'
a counsellor of honorable estate," who was one "looking for the
kingdom of God,"t and said to be a secret disciple of the Lord Jesus.
Joseph had sat in the council that condemned the Righteous
One, but"he had not consented to their counsel and deed." He
must have marvelled with the Governor at the extraordinary silence

of the Divine Sufferer, and in his heart re-echoed the verdict of
Pilate that there was no cause worthy of death found in Him.
Unable to save the victim from His accusers, Joseph did what
he could as soon as the sentence of death had been carried out, by

going boldly to Pilate, and asking for the body of the Lord, after
wards reverently lajdng it in his own new tomb.
The provided Lamb of God. v 10.
"It pleased the Lord to bruise Him." . .
"He hath put Him to grief." . .
"His soul a guilt-offering (margin)for sin." , ,

"God will provide Himself a lamb" Abraham had said to

Isaac on Mount Moriah, and Isaiah foreshows the Lamb provided
by God Himself, to be revealed in the fulness of time.
Despised and rejected of men, wounded, bruised, cut off out
of the land of the living, this One with the marred face is now plainly
described as "a guilt-offering for sin "—the anti-type of all the

guilt-offerings sacrificed day by day in Israel, by the command of
God Himself.
* Luke xxiv. 44.

t Mark xv. 43.
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Hitherto the worshippers had to bring the sacrifice, but when

God provided the Lamb, and laid upon Him the iniquity of all,
there would be nought for them to do but accept the provision made
for them.

The One Who had grown up before the Father as a"tender
plant" is "put to grief" by the express will of Jehovah. It was
His sovereign pleasure to"bruise Him."

In this passage we see Calvary from the standpoint of the Father,
Who so loved the world that He spared not His own Son, but de

livered Him up for us all ; just as in the preceding paragraph we
have foretold the voluntary offering of the Son, when"He humbled
Himself," and gave Himself up to death, as a "lamb led to the

slaughter ;" a sheep in the hands of the shearers, opening not
His mouth.
The Fruit of the Cross, v. 10, II.
"He shall see His seed." . .

"He shall prolong His days." . .
"He shall see of the travail of His soul." . .
"He shall . . be satisfied." . .

Another aspect of the Cross is referred to in these words.
Calvary is viewed now as in harmony with a law of God—the law
of sacrifice for fruitfulness.

Bruised and put to grief, the Christ is said to "prolong His
days through the seed thus brought into being and"the pleasure
of the Lord in seeking fruit after His own image, prospers in
His hand.

The yearning of the Creator for fellowship with beings created
after His own likeness, is one of the greatest mysteries in the revela
tion of the heart and character of Jehovah .

Let us make man m

Our image, after Our likeness,"* the Triune God had said, when the
* Gen, i. 26.

t John iii. 16.
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beautiful earth, created by His word, lay before Him, but with no
beings upon it answering to His heart.
"He shall see His seed.""He shall see and be satisfied with

the travail of His soul "* reveals the same yearning in the heart
of the God-man. Grieved over the fall of the first creation. He
gives His life on Calvary for the birth of a new race, a re-creation
of those who had gone astray, and had turned each one to "his

ovm way." By His death"making many righteous"through His
bearing of their iniquities. He beholds the fruit of His travail, and
is satisfied.

This new birth for the fallen children of the first Adam, is
declared to be the fruit of His cross by the Lord Jesus Himself,
at the beginning of his public ministry on earth, when He told

Nicodemus that sinful men "must"be bom again ; and that the
Son of Man must be lifted up f to become the source of life
eternal to them.
The Victory of the Cross, v. 12.

"Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the great." . .
"He shall divide the spoil with the strong." . .

Yet another aspect of Calvary is shown us here. Another one

called the strong is mentioned, and the language used suggests
a battle, and the dividing of the "spoil" won in the fight. Else
where Isaiah speaks of the"prey of the terrible"and the deliverance

of the"captive of the just"from the"mighty."J
It IS also said that the spoil is given to the Man of sorrows
"because He poured out His soul unto death," and"because He . .
was numbered with the transgressors."

Calvary was thus to be, not only the bearing of our iniquities
that we might be healed ;the guilt-offering for sin through which we
would be made righteous ; the travail for the birth of a new race
* Margin.

f John iii. 14-16.

J Isaiah xlix. 24. 25, m.
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in the likeness of the Son of God, but also a battle with a terrible

foe for the deliverance of those held captive in his power.
This accords with other Scriptures, for David in vision beheld
the ascended Lord leading "captivity captive" into the sanctuary

on high, and the inspired writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
says that"through death"the Christ brought to nought the devil,
that He might "deliver all them who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage."*
It is written that He took the spoil from the strong because
He was"numbered with the transgressors." In perfect obedience

to His Father's will, He accepted and drank the cup of suffering
cind death ! How can we fathom what it meant to Him "Who

knew no sin," to be "numbered with the transgressors," and
"made sin on our behalf ? "t This view of Calvary may reveal to
us one cause of the victory of Christ over the terrible one. The

devil had sought to be exalted even eis the Most High, but the Son
of God humbled Himself, cind consented to be made lower than the

lowest. Therefore God highly exalted Him, and gave unto Him
the Name which is above every name ; for Calvary in its depth of
shame on earth, was exaltation in heaven.
The effect of the Cross in heaven, v. 12.

"He bare the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors."

In this brief sentence, we are given a glimpse into the heavens
to see the Victor from Calvary within the veil,"before the face
of God "+ on behalf of all for whom He died.

"Numbered with the transgressors," He could make inter
cession for the transgressors,"touched with the feeling" of their
sorrows, having been Himself tempted in all points like as they

(yet without sin), and"suffered being tempted "§ when He walked
on earth as man.
*

* Heb. ii. 15.

*

t 2 Cor. V. 21.

*

*

t Heb. is. 24.

♦

§ Heb. ii. 18 ; Heb. iv. 15.
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Let us go to Calvary, and in the light thrown on it by the
prophecy of Isaiah, behold Him,Who for the joy set before Him,
endured the Cross despising the shame. The hour had come for
which He had entered into this world. Hear the God-Man cry
"It is finished" as He bows His head, and yields up His spirit
into His Father's hand. We know now that He is the Father's

provided Lamb, the guilt-offering for sin. The One Who with a
visage more marred than any man's, was wounded and bruised for
our iniquities, so that by His stripes we may be healed.
*

*

*

*

*

Sometime later, after the day of Pentecost had fully come, a
man of authority was riding in his chariot in the desert, reading the
prophecy of Isaiah. At the moment he reached the words—" He
was led as a sheep to the slaughter,""His life is taken from the
earth," a certain disciple named Philip drew nigh, and was bidden
of the Holy Ghost to join himself unto the chariot. Sitting beside
the eunuch, he preached unto him

JESUS
from the prophecy of Isaiah, the Spirit-given foreshadowing of the
Cross, and now again the Spirit-given message to a seeking heart
through a messenger taught of Him.*

Thus did the Holy Ghost bear witness that Isaiah had truly
foreshewn the Christ of God, and that

"He saw His glory, and He spake of Him."t

* See Acts viii. 26-35.

t John xii. 41.

CHAPTER n.

"The Spirit of Truth . . shall glorify Me: for He shall
take of Mine, and shall declare it unto you."—
John xvi. 13, 14.
THE CROSS INTERPRETED
BY THE ASCENDED CHRIST.
"The gospel which was preached by me . . is not after man.

For neither did I receive it from man ; nor was 1 taught it, but
it came to me through revelation of Jesus Christ."—
Cal. I. II, 12.

WE have already noticed the words of the Apostle Peter that
the Spirit of Christ was in the old-time prophets, testifying
beforehand to the sufferings of Christ, and the glories that should
follow.

This testimony revealed the Son of God, not only as suffering
the death of the Cross when His hour had come, but as being the

Spirit of prophecy concerning Himself from the beginning of the
world. By the Holy Ghost He inspires the preaching of His coming
Cross in the centuries preceding His manifestation to the world.
Since this was so before His passion. He would not have ascended

into heaven after His death, and committed the interpretation and
proclamation of His Cross entirely to the wisdom of men.

The apostles were eye-witnesses of His sufferings, but they
were not left to preach what each may have thought to be the meaning
of the Cross, for in the upper room on the day of Pentecost we find
that the Third person of the blessed Trinity—the Spirit of Truth
which proceedeth from the Father—takes possession of the chosen
band of witnesses to equip them for their work.
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The Holy Spirit, the gift of the Father to the Son for His

redeemed on earth, comes forth Himself to bear testimony to the
crucified One, and, through His disciples, to witness to His death
eind rising again.

"Ye shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon
you, and ye shall be witnesses unto me," the Risen Lord had said,
and now, energized by the Holy Spirit, we find the chosen witnesses

bearing testimony to the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
"Ye .. did crucify and slay," but"God raised up."* "God

hath made Him both Lord and Christ,this Jesus whom ye crucified."f
"Ye denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer
to be granted unto you, and killed the Prince of Life ; whom God
raised from the dead."J "Ye crucified, whom God raised."

This was the burden of the message borne witness to by
distributions of the Holy Ghost," and by signs and wonders done
through the name of the crucified and risen Son of God.

Stephen in particular, full of grace and power, wrought great
wonders and signs among the people," bearing witness before the

Jewish council to the crucified Jesus, and crowning his testimony
by laying down his life for the One who had died for him.

The fruit of the Cross was manifested in a signal way through
the death of Stephen, for from his death sprang the one who was
to proclaim in mighty power, the full meaning of the sacrifice of
the Son of God.

In the death of Stephen, and the resulting conversion of Saul
the Pharisee, we have an object lesson of the way in which the
message of the Cross is the power of God ; since it is the word of

the Cross spoken by the Holy Ghost,in conjunction with the spirit
■of the Cross imparted to the messenger, that produces the fruit
of the Cross in other souls.
* Acts il. 23, 24.

t Acts il. 36.

{ Acts iii. 14, 15.
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It may even be said that SaiJ the Pharisee was an eye-witness
of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus in His martyr Stephen, when
he heard the dying Stephen pray,"Lord, lay not this sin to their
charge," just as the Lord had prayed on the Cross for those who

crucified Him, saying "Father, forgive them ; for they know not
what they do."

We may well believe that an arrow of conviction pierced the
heart of Saul that day, and when he so suddenly met the Risen
Lord on the way to Damascus, and heard him say, Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou Me,""It is hard for thee to kick against the
pricls," Saul knew that he had seen the Spirit of Christ in the
martyr Stephen, and the "chosen vessel" was won to the feet of
his Lord.

Isaiah the prophet had been chosen and fitted by God to fore
shadow the wondrous story of the Cross, and pourtray in tender

language the characteristics of the Lamb of God. Even so was
Paul chosen by the Lord to receive and proclaim the message of
the Cross.

Isaiah and Paul were each prepared for their special service by
a personal meeting with God—a meeting which aroused in each

such self-abhorrence that Isaiah could but cry,"Woe is me, for I
am undone," and the Apostle say,"In me . . dwelleth no good
thing." Eiach also ceime to the same entire surrender to God,
Isaiah saying,"Here am I, send me," and Paul,"Lord, what wilt
Thou have me to do"?

Isaiah's bitter weeping over his people,* and Paul's agony of
soul over the blindness of Israel,! also shew that both were men

capable of deep suffering, and of utter abandonment to the service
of God ; and that both had largeness of spirit to receive and com
municate the teachings of the Spirit of God. Each was given the
* Isaiah xxii. 4.

f Rom. ix. 3-
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theme of Calvary, the one in its germ, and the other in its full

fruition. E!ach was inspired by the Spirit of Christ Himself ; in
the one testifying beforehand His sufferings, and in the other in
terpreting the glorious results of His death.

We are not surprised, therefore, to find Paul declaring emphati
cally that the Gospel which he preached, was not"after man"nor

did he "receive it from man "—not even from one who had been

an eye-witness of the sufferings of Christ; that he was not taught
it by anyone, but that it had been given to him by direct"revelation

of Jesus Christ"; and so he wrote to the Galatians"The message
you have heard from me was out and out Divine, authentic from
the throne . . The Risen Lord personally unveiled it to me."*

We have then this pathetic and solemn fact, that the Risen

and Ascended Lord, with the marks of His passion upon the sacred

body He carried into heaven. Himself interpreted to Paul the object
of His death. If we keep this in mind as we meditate upon the
message of Calvary as expressed in the writings of Paul, the
word of the Cross will in truth be unto us the"energy of God."

That the gospel of the Cross as preached by Paul was given
him directly by the Lord Himself, is also proved by the results of

his visit to the leading apostles of Christ in Jerusalem. "By
revelation "t Paul is bidden to lay before the apostles the gospel
he was preaching among the Gentiles, and when he did this he

found that he had been taught so fully by the Risen Lord Himself,
that they who had seen Christ die, had held converse with Him

after He was risen from the dead, and had been filled with the Holy
Ghost on the day of Pentecost ; had nothing to impart to the one
chosen of the Lord to proclaim the message of His love.

Not only had they nothing to impart, but they"perceived the
grace given unto him, and acknowledged that this man had in

truth been entrusted with the Gospel."f Accordingly they gave
♦ Paraphrase outline of Gal. i. II-24. Moule. f Gal. ii. 2. J Gal. ii. 6. 7, 9.

24

The Cross of Calvary.

unto him the"right hand of fellowship," proving for all time that
the gospel preached by him was in full harmony with the gospel
proclaimed by all the apostles—the gospel doubtless given to them
by Christ Himself, when after His passion He appeared unto them
"by the space of forty days,""speaking the things concerning the
kingdom of God."*

Since the message of Calvary was therefore given to Paul by
direct revelation of the Lord, we do not marvel that it dominated
his life, and was woven into the very texture of all his writings.
Burnt into his heart, he who had not seenf the God-Man actually
die, preached His Cross and passion with such intensity, and with
such manifest illumination of the Holy Ghost, that he could declare

to the Galatians that "Jesus Christ had been painted large upon
His Cross to their very eyes."t

May God the Holy Ghost bear witness again to the gospel of
the Cross through Paul, £is we reverently listen to the Lord Himself,
through His messenger, interpreting His death.
The Cross to the natural mEin.

"The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit . . they
are foolishness unto him."—1 Cor. ii. 14.

"The word of the Cross is to them that are perishine foolishness."
—1 Cor. i. 18.

"Christ crucifi^, unto Jews a stumbling-block, and unto Gentiles
foolishness."—1 Cor. i. 23.

Although Paul received his gospel by direct revelation of Jesus
Christ, he was under no delusion as to its reception by the natural
man. Like Isaiah he knew that the Cross as the"arm of the Lord"

must be revealed by the Holy Ghost, for to the darkened intellect§
and rebellious will of the children of unbelief, the whole message
would appear but folly.
* Acts i. 3. J Translation of Gal. iii. 1. Moule. §Ephes. iv. 18.

•f If Paul had been present at the tragedy of Golgotha, surely he would have made
some reference to it in his writings.
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Salvation through the death of Another ! It is "contrary to
all justice !" Man unable to save himself! Nay, it is all folly !
To the Jews the word of the Cross would be a still greater
stumbling-block. Was it not written in their Scriptures,"He that
is hanged is accursed in the sight of God"?*
Again and again Paul must have had the words cast in his

teeth,"accursed of God," or an "insult to God," as he preached
to the Jews a crucified Messiah, for in speaking of the Lord Jesus
they often called Him by the name,"the gibbetted one," which
they found in the original Hebrew of Deut. xxi. 23.t
Apart from the illumination of the Spirit,the Jews could not
see that the very words in Deuteronomy interpreted the Cross of

Christ, Who became a"curse for us"on the tree of Calvary.

But the Jews were looking for a Messiah who would reign as
a King on earth, and in reading the prophecy of Isaiah they had
only seen foreshadowings of glory, and kingship in the Coming One.
With pre-conceived ideas, as to the tokens of authority which would
make known unto them their looked-for Messiah, the Jews had
demanded of the Lord Jesus again and again, to "show them

a sign from heaven," and with pain the Lord had replied,"There

shall no sign be given"but the sign of Jonah." "For as Jonah .

so shall the Son of Man be . . in the heart of the earth."t
Calvary and the grave, foretold by the prophet Isaiah, and
pictured again in the mysterious experience of Jonah the prophet,
was the special"sign"promised of God to make known the Messiah,
but Isaiah had written of Israel,"their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes they have closed,"§ and his prophecy concerning the
blinded people was fulfilled.

"The Jews ask for signs," writes Paul, but have not eyes to
see the signs foretold of God ; the"Greeks seek after wisdom,"
C * Septuagint.

t Lightfoot.

t Matt. xii. 38-40.

§ Matt. xiii. 14, 16.
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and fail to perceive that"Christ crucified"is the power and wisdom
of God.
The Cross and human wisdom.

"The word of the Cross . . is the power of God. For it is

written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise.* —1 Cor. i. 18, 19.

Paul, who had himself once been a Pharisee rejecting with
bitter antagonism the story of a crucified Messiah, with heaven-lit
vision sees deeply into the purpose of the Cross. He beholds it as
the master-stroke of Jehovah against one cause of the Fall in Eden.
"The woman saw that the tree .. was to be desired to make
one wise."*

The desire of knowledge beyond the limit set by the Lord

was one of the causes of the Fall, the effect thereof continuing unto
this day, for pride of intellect is still a barrier between men and the
knowledge of their Creator.

Salvation through the Cross,was a master-stroke of the All-wise
Creator against the pride of knowledge in His fallen creatures, for
the "word of the Cross" is the power of God to "destroy," or
bring to nought" the wisdom of the wise." The Cross as the power
of God is so wholly beyond the comprehension of the natural man,
that he must submit his intellect to his Creator, and accept the
message on the word of Jehovah alone.

The

foolishness of God 'is "wiser than men," saith the

Scripture, and in the day when all men shall know themselves as

they are known by their Creator, all that appeared as"foolishness"
to carnal reasoning, will be proved to be the highest wisdom of God.

The word of the Cross is the energy of God and through
it the All-wise Lord is already making "foolish" the "wisdom

of the world ; for whilst the world," through its wisdom," is
failing utterly to know Him, it is God s pleasure good through the
* Gen. ili. 6.
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foolishness of the thing preached "* to "save them that believe,"
Through the "thing preached" which is accounted foolishness.

God is working the miracle of salvation from the guilt and power
of sin, and re-creating a new race after the likeness of Him Who
is the First-Born of many brethren—the First-Born from the dead.
The weakness of God"manifested in Him Who was"cruci

fied through weakness," is"stronger than men." The weak and

suffering Saviour upon His Cross of shame is mighty to save all
who believe in Him.
Tlie Cross and true wisdom.

Howbeit we speak wisdom . . yet a wisdom not of this world
• . we speak God*s wi.sdom in a mystery."—I Cor. ii. 6-8.

The word of the Cross, unto those who are "being saved,"
is the power of God to bring to nought the pride of knowledge,
so that they may be taught God's wisdom. "Things which eyes
saw not, and ear heard not, and which entered not into the heart
of man."

A wisdom which is a mystery to the natural man, but which
is revealed by the Spirit of God unto all those who love God ; a
wisdom, writes the Ap>ostle, which will be"unto our glory" when

the wisdom of this world shall have passed away.

"God's wisdom in a mystery," is the"mystery of God, even

Christ, in Whom are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge
hidden."t A Messiah crucified, unto the called themselves, both
Jews and Greeks, the power of God, and the wisdom of God.J

* 1 Cot. i. 21, margin.

f Col. ii. 2, 3.

+1 Cor. i. 23-24. margin.

CHAPTER in.

"Forasmuch then as Christ suffered . . arm ye yourselves with

the same thought; for he that hath suffered in the flesh
hath ceased from sin."—1 Pet. iv. I, m.
THE TWO-FOLD

MESSAGE OF THE CROSS.
"Having made peace through the blood of His Cross . . you
. . hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh through
death."--Col. i. 20-22.

The prophecy of Isaiah tells us that the sufferings and death
of the Man of Sorrows were not for Himself, but for those

who had gone eistray ; "an offering for sin" by the express will
of the Father, Who was pleased to"bruise Him" and "put Him
to grief."

Paul the Apostle takes up the same theme, and writes to the
Romans,that God Himself purposed the sacrifice of Christ Jesus

to be "a propitiation through faith in His blood,"* for only thus

could He pass over sin, and show His righteousness to a guilty
world.

Jehovah spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for
us all ! Yea, it is written that God Himself"was in Christ, recon
ciling the world unto Himself," for Father and Son are One.

Heralds sent forth and equipped by God the Holy Ghost, must
proclaim the tidings of peace. Commissioned by the Risen Son of
* Rom. iii. 25, margin.
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God as His ambassadors, they are to plead on "behalf of Christ
with perishing souls, and "as though God were entreating' by
them they eire to say," Be ye reconciled to God."
To the Colossians, Paul writes,"Having made peace through

the blood of His Cross" you—who were separated from God, and
enemies to God, because of your evil doings—" you . . now
hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh through death."

"Having made peace through the blood of His Cross refers
to the propitiatory aspect of the sacrifice of Christ when He trod
the winepress alone, and of the people there were none with Him.*
While the reconciliation of the sinner to God

in the body

of His flesh through death," shews us the Saviour and the saved
as one. In this latter aspect we see the second Adam as the Repre
sentative Man, and how in His death all who are united to Him

by faith, suffered the penalty of their sins, and are reconciled to
God through Him.

"In the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy
cmd without blemish and unreproveable before Him, continues
the Apostle.

The Cross is the gateway through which the reconciled soul

passes into the new sphere, where it is presented in Christ to the
Father"holy," and without blemish,and unreproveable before Him.
Those who are thus reconciled die with Christ to their old sins.
Their "evil works," which made them alienated, and enemies to
God in their mind, are now left behind. They are not" reconciled,
to continue in the life they lived before.

The message of"peace through the blood of His Cross, and
reconciliation to God in the body of Christ through death, therefore
includes deliverance from the power, as well as the guilt of sin.
* Isaiah Ixiii. 3, A.v.
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In still plainer language we have the deliverance from the

bondage of sin, together with the remission of past sins, proclaimed
by the Apostle Peter. Writing in his first epistle of the sufferings

of Christ, he says,"His own self bare our sins in His body upon the
tree, that we, having died unto sins, might live unto righteousness."*
The alternative reading given in the margin of the R.V. is still more

striking, for it says that Christ"carried up our sins in His body
to the tree "—surely not that we might continue under their control,
and do them again cind again !

( clearlyTheexpressed
union of bythethebeliever
with his Saviour in death is thus
Apostle. Having made peace by the
atoning sacrifice of His Cross, the Lord Jesus carried our sins to

the tree, so that in Him we have died to them and their power ;

I and now sharing His life from God, we may"live unto righteousness
'by the might of the Holy and Righteous One Who dwells within

j our hearts.
"By whose stripes ye were healed"adds the Apostle quoting
the prophecy of Isaiah, and linking the deliverance from the guilt
and bondage of sin, to that most sacred foreshadowing of the Cross.
It was the Lamb of God Who had the actual bruising and
suffering on our behalf, so that the healing power of His life might
be imparted to us, who believe that He has carried our sins to the

tree, and in Him have died unto those sins, henceforth to live unto
God.

This is the message of Calvary as revealed unto Paul by the
Risen Lord, and by the words of Peter confirmed as the Gospel
preached by all the apostles in the days of Pentecost, and incalculable
loss has come to the Church of God by the severance of these two

aspects of the Word of the Cross, in the procalmation of the Gospel
of Calvary.
* I Peter ii. 24.
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Moreover, deliverance from the power of sin was manifestly
not taught by Paul as an advanced experience, for when he wrote
to the converts in Rome he seemed to speak of the death with Christ

as an elementary stage of experience, ignorance of which surprised
him, for their fellowship with Christ s death was the only basis
upon which they could realise the newness of life in Him.
The Cross and the bondage of sin.

■' Crucified with Him . . that so we should no longer be in bondage
to sin,"—Romans vi. 6.

"Reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much

more, being reconciled, shall we be saved in His life, * writes Paul
to the Romans, as he goes on to show the wondrous plan of God,
that cJl who are thus reconciled, cind recipients of the gift of righteous

ness should " reign in life."t As sin had once reigned over them,
even so might grace reign through Jesus Christ.

But someone may question, " shall we continue in sin + that
God may show His abounding grace ? God forbid ! bursts forth
the Apostle. The death of Christ, and the free grace of God
abounding therefrom, can never be meant to minister to sin !
It is true that God's abounding grace is given to sinners through
the death of His Son, but with the Son of God we " died," then how
shall we who have died to sin, live any longer therein ? §
The Apostle of the Cross is deeply moved as he writes ! By
" revelation of Jesus Christ" he had been shown the meaning of

Calvary, and in the light of the Cross had seen the depth of the Fall,
and the exceeding sinfulness of sin, which demanded nothing less
than the death of the Son of God Himself, in unparalleled suffering
and shame, to rescue the doomed sinner.
" Continue in sin " when Christ had died to deliver from sin !

God forbid ! Sin has abounded, but " grace did abound more
exceedingly " to save the sinner from his bonds.
* Rom. V. 10, margin, t Rom. v. 17. JRom. vi. 1.

§ cf. Rom. vi. 2 C.H.
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In the light shining upon Calvary as unveiled to him by Christ,

the Apostle shows the meaning of that death, so that none in Rome
cotild be ignorant any longer of the purpose for which Christ died.
"Our old man Wcts crucified with Him" is the message of

(Calvary to the fallen sinner, and is the secret of deliverance from the
bondage of sin. All who were baptized into Christ"were baptized
into His death." Through"baptism into death"they were buried
into His grave for the express purpose"that like as Christ was raised
from the dead,"* they might look upon His Cross and grave as a

great gulf fixed between them and their past, and with the Risen
Christ emerge to "walk in newness of life."*

This,of course, was if they were really and intimately united
with the Lord in His death ! A mental assent alone would not

produce a real union with the Risen Lord. They must by the
Holy Spirit be so vitally united with the crucified One, that they
shared the very "likeness" of His death.f

And if this union existed, then they would realise the power
of His resurrection, and know that they were"crucified with Him."

So they would"no longer be in bondage to sin,"—slaves of sinj—
for"he that hath died is justified from sin." Sin has no longer a
claim to reign—its tyranny is over.

Moreover, the death of Christ, meant more than negative de
liverance. They were set free from the reign of sin, not only by
death, but by LIFE. The life of Christ which triumphed over
death and the grave, would be manifested in them ; for if they
truly "died" to the old they would live with Christ, and share
the life that He now liveth—a. new life, a life "unto God."§

Abundant life ; a reigning in life ; was the purpose of Calvary.
The death Christ died He died unto sin for us, and He died "once
* Rom. vi. 4. t Rom. vi. 5. t Rom. vi. 6, C.H. § Rom. vi. 10.
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for all. * Even so they were to reckon themselves dead unto sin

with Him, and utterly refuse to let it reign over them, for they
were alive unto God in Christ Jesus." Abiding in Him as their
very life, they would reign in life in Jesus Christ their Lord.

But they must not forget that this must be lived out in practice!
They cannot be truly crucified with Christ, and at the same time yield
to sin, or hand over the members of their body as instruments of

unrighteousness ; else they would be making "void the grace of
God." If they desired to realise the full deliverance of Calvary,
they must not only gladly recognise their death with the Crucified

One, but they must present themselves unto God as "men living
after death,"f and in"newness of life"yield the members of their
bodies unto God as weapons of righteousness.

But another question arises here. Will not the grace that
sets us free, bring in a danger of license beyond the bounds of
liberty ? +

God forbid ?"again cries the Apostle. Did they not know
that the change brought about by union with Christ in His death
£ind resurrection, meant a revolution deep down in the centre of a

man's being? That those who had thus proved the power of

Christ's death, became "obedient from the heart"to that pattern

whereunto they"were delivered."§ In newness of life they gladly
became "servants of God"instead of servants to sin, and, of their
own free choice, chose day by day to present their bodies, as"bond
servants of righteousness"in joyous obedience unto God.

In this chapter in Romans the severing power of the Cross is
clearly seen. The work of deliverance from the guilt and bondage
of sin was wrought out at Calvary, and the Apostle calls upon the
Roman Christians to enter upon the fruit of Christ's death, by a
j decisive act of faith. With Christ upon the Cross they died, and in
* Rom. vi. 10, m. f Rom. vi. 13, Moule. t Rom. vi. 15. §Rom. vi. 17, margin^
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His death they were cut off from their old life. "United with
Him by the likeness of His death," they were to account themselves

1 crucified with Him,"dead indeed unto sin,"* and living unto God
I in Him.

"But I have reckoned thus, and it seems nought but reckoning
a lie," cries some longing heart.

Ah, soul, maybe your eyes are in the wrong direction. You
are looking within, occupied more with your"reckoning"than with
the work of your Saviour. The Holy Spirit will not bear witness
to your "reckon," apart from the object of your reckoning.

Look away to Calvciry. The Lord Jesus died on your behalf,
and as your Representative earned you with Him to His Cross.
Are you honestly determined to part with every known sin, and

willing for the death with Christ to be wrought out in your exI perience ? Then from this crucial moment see yourself as nailed to
i the tree with your crucified Lord.

Relying upon the Holy Spirit, and in faith in the word of God,
"Let not sin therefore reign," for God has said that through Christ's
death, and your sharing of that death, "Sin shall not have the
mastery over you."t

Hidden in Christ upon His Cross, and joined to Him in His

j life, thy part, O child of God, is the continual choice of thy wilj,
I for "to whom ye yield," his"servants ye are."t In the hour of
sore temptation, in the centre of thy being thou must promptly
retire, so to speak, to the Cross, and hiding in Him Who carried thee

there, refuse to be drawn out of thy place in Him. Do not struggle
with aught that comes to thee, but hand over all to Him Whose life
thou dost share, and thou shalt find that He is able to deliver and
to keep thee day by day.
* Rom. vi. 11 C.H.

t Rom. vi. 14, C.H.

f Rom. vi. 16, A.V.
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But now, being freed from the bondage of sin, and enslaved

to the service of God,"* thou must deal honestly with sin, calling
sin, sin ; and be steadfastly purposed to walk in obedience to thy

Lord, counting upon Him to work in thee to will, and to do of His
good pleasure.

Let every stress of trial, or temptation, drive thee to the
searchlight of His face that thou mayest see all things in His light;
so shalt thou "walk in the light, as He is in the light," with the
precious blood of Jesus Christ cleansing thee from all sin. "And
if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the Righteous "—He who is "the propitiation for our sins ; and
not for ours only, but also for the whole world."t
*

*

*

*

*

But ere we crave deliverance we needs must feel the weight
of our chains. At this point we come to the purpose of the law
unfolded in the seventh chapter of Romans.

Rom. vi, 22. C.H.

t 1 John ii. 1,2.

CHAPTER IV.

"Faithful is the saying : For if we died with Him We shall also
live with Him."—2 Tim. ii. II.
THE

CROSS

AND THE LAW
"Ye also were made dead to the law through the body of Christ ..
now we have been discharged from the law, having died to that
wherein we were holden."—^Rom. vii. 4, 6.

DEILIVERANCE through death is still the message of the
Apostle. The Cross of Calvary is the place of reconciliation
with God, and of freedom from the power of sin, but he who is

crucified with Christ, dies with Him, not only to the bondage of sin,
but to the bondage of the"law"which demanded from a helpless
sinner an obedience it could not get, and brought him deeper and
deeper into the powerlessness of death.
The Apostle's trend of thought in Romans v. vi. vii. and viii.
is marvellously in accord with the facts of actual experience in the
Christian life ; and the group of chapters can only be clearly under
stood from the inside, that is by having, in some measure, passed
through the stages of experience, so as to be able to see from the
standpoint of Paul as he wrote to the Roman Christians.

The "law came in" he writes, "that the trespass might
abound,"* But God only purposed to reveal the "abounding"
of the sin and its heinousness, that His grace might be shown to
"abound more exceedingly."

That "as sin reigned "* over the poor sinner, even so might

"grace "—the free gift of righteousness—" reign"and triumph in
the redeemed man.
* Rom. V. 20, 21.
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The way that grace might come in find reign, is then shown
to be by death, for nought but death could release the sinner
from his chains. The wages of sin is death, the penalty of sin must
be paid ; the verdict of death must be carried out, and in the death

of Christ as the Representative Man, the penalty was carried out,
and the reign of sin ends in all who have died with their crucified
Lord.

The believer also dies to the laio which condemned him to

death. United to Christ in His death, he is "made dead to the

law through the body of Christ,"* and is therefore"discharged"
from the claims of the law"having died"to that which held him
in bondage.

The law can no longer say to one who has died,"thou shalt,"
for he has passed through the gateway of death to another sphere,
where the law cannot follow him ; a sphere "in Christ Jesus,"

wherein he serves God in a new way, with a new spirit of glad obedi
ence, and not, as heretofore, by a compiJsory slavish obedience to
the letter of the law.f

Another question occurs at this point. Are we then to say
that the law given by God is sin ?+ Once more the Apostle

answers God forbid, and proceeds to show the reason why the

law was given, and the practical working of the law,in bringing the

soul to the place where he is ready to be delivered by the crucified
and risen Lord ; for the message of deliverance through death with
Christ comes as glad tidings only to those who are at an end of

themselves. The law is our schoolmaster, to bring us to Christ.
After speaking of the discharge from the claims of the law,
the Apostle breaks out into vivid description of the bitter conflict
in the soul who delights in the will of God in his inward man, but

has failed to apprehend the deliverance through the death of Christ,
which Paul has been describing.
* Rom. vii. 4.

t Rom. vii. 6.

t cf. Rom. vii. 7.
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Whatever primary object Paul may have had in mind when

he wrote the much debated seventh of Romans, at least we may

safely say that it is a powerful picture of a man under the tyranny
of sm, roused to activity by his desire to fulfil the will of God.
It is the law that brings the soul to the place of death, for
"death"is simply a cessation from struggling—the point at which
the soul arrives when it can battle no more, and cries in despair
"Who shall deliver me ?"

"/ through the law, died unto the law," writes Paul, "that
I might live unto God."*
It is easy to discuss the seventh of Romans from the academic
point of view, but let us set ourselves in earnest to break our own

bonds,and we will soon leam the reality of the picture,and the bitter
ness of the experience it describes.

Let us look briefly at the passage, and see how the law works
in bringing souls to an end of themselves, ready to be delivered
by Jesus Christ our Lord.
The law Was given to make us know what sin is.
"1 had not known sin, except through the law.**—verse 7.

For instance, unless God had given a law, and said,"Thou
shalt not covet," how could we know that to covet was a sin ?

The law was given to show the antagonism of sin.
"Sin, finding occwion, wrought in me . . coveting: for apart
from the law sin is dead."—verse 8.

How actually true in every human heart the picture is 1

If we are told not to covet, we find ourselves doing at once the very
thing we are forbidden to do.

Thou shalt not arouses all the antagonism that is in fallen
nature against the holy will of God, for "the mind of the flesh is
enmity against God."t
* Gal. ii. 19,

f Rom. vlii. 7.
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Apart from the commands of the law"sin is dead," i.e., there is
no antagonism or fight. Let men go their own way,and fulfil the

desires of their flesh, and of their mind, and there is no battle ;

but let them come face to face with the law of God and try to obey
it, then sin rouses up, and works eJl manner of things in them con
trary to the commandment of God.

The law is therefore given to show the man himself, the an
tagonism that is within him to the law of God.

The law Was given to bring us to death.
I was alive apart fromi the law once : but when the commandment
came, sin revived, and I died.**—verse 9.

Once upon a time I knew nothing of the claims of God, "/
was alive, apart from the law."
when suddenly I came face to face with

the Thou shalt and Thou shalt not" of my Creator. Some
thing wthin me woke up, and fought against God's law ; "sin
revived where it had been dormant. I found I could not obey
the law, for I was helpless.

Sin took its opportunity, and asserted its power and claim upon
me, through the very commandment of God. I actually found it
stronger than myself. It beguiled me! I had to yield to its

temptations, knowing the consequences to be death. So to speak
sin "slew me" (v. 11) by showing me that I had nothing before
me but the wages of sin—death.

God s commandment should have led me to live a better life,
but instead it made me sink deeper into the helplessness of death
(v. 10), and in hopeless despair, "I died."

The law was given to show the sinfulness of sin.
The law is holy . . righteous, and good. [That] through the
commandment sin might become exceeding sinful.**—verses 12,13.
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"Sin .. shown to be sin" by the holiness of the law ! How
wonderful the plan devised by the Creator to teach the creature—
who has no conception of sin—what sin is, and still more to make
him know his need of salvation.

Sin must become "exceeding sinful" ere it is loathed, and
the desire aroused to have it put away, and deliverance known from
its bonds.

The need of a Saviour must be felt before the Saviour Himself
can be welcomed.

The depth of the fall must be seen ere the height, and depth,
and breadth, smd length of salvation can be understood.

Through the commandment," holy, righteous, and good, and
his vain efforts to fulfil it, God brings a man to know himself, and
his condition.

The law bringing to the helplessness of death.
"Sin . . working death to me." . .
"Sold under sin." . .

"In me, that is, in my flesh : dwelleth no good thing."—verses 13.
14, 18.

How bitter the strife ! How humiliating to the pride of man.
The law is spiritual, cries the man,"but I—am carnal, sold
under sin." I am practically a slave, for"what I hate, that I do"
(v. 15).

The very fact that I hate sin, proves that my eyes are opened
to the beauty and goodness of God's will (v. 16), so that I seem to
be like two persons. In my will I desire to do right, but I am utterly
unable to do that which is good (v. 18). Therefore in one sense
it IS not I that work the wrong, but the sin which reigns, and tyran
nizes over me (v. 17).

I am truly a slave ! What slavery is like unto this ? At all

events I know now, that "in me .. dwelleth no good thing"
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(v. 18). I see no man on earth blacker than myself. I can never
think again that"I am not as other men." Was ever soul in such

bonds before ? The "good" I want to do, I do not do, and the
" evil" which I abhor, I practise (v. 19) I

To sum it all up, I find that"to me who would do good, evil
is present (v. 21). I am in the condition that "I delight in the
law of God after the inward man (v. 22), but I see a different law

in my members "warring against the law of my mind"(v. 23).
I am held as a slave under the tyranny of sin.
The point of deliverance.

"O welched

that I am 1 Who shall deliver me out of this

body of death ? —v. 24, margin.

"I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord."—v. 25.

Yes, there is deliverance when the soul is ready to be delivered.
The wretched nian" has cried out for help, and in his cry has
confessed that he is unable to deliver himself I
The pnde of life has been broken down.

The inward man, desiring to obey the law, has not been
able to conquer himself or his sins, notwithstanding all his efforts
to do that which IS good" in the sight of God. He has failed

as yet to ^pprehend the full message of the Cross. He has not seen

his death with Christ, and his freedom in Christ from the tyranny

of sin, and the ckims of the law j and in this bitter conflict he has
had to rind out his need.

Maybe he thought that the "inward man" assisted by the

grace of God, would be able to please God. Having begun in the

bpirit, by reconciliation with God through the blood of the Cross,
he could be perfected"(or grow in grace) by the aid of the flesh 1
Nay, thou wretched man,'turn thee again to Calvary. Thou
needest another force within thee-the power of the Holy Ghost,
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and the"law of the Spirit of life in Christ"alone can make thee
free through the Work of Jesus Christ on Calvary.
The"law" which thou hast been struggling to obey in thine

own strength,"hath dominion over a man" only for *' so long a
time as he liveth."*

Thou wert crucified with thy Saviour, thou hast died with
Him, and thou art"made dead to the law," through the body of
Christ.

By "faith in the working of God,"t believest thou this ?
Then thou art discharged from the claims of the law,"having
died I" Thou art "joined to . . Him Who was raised from

the dead,"ll and eis thou reliestupon Him to work in thee,"the law
of the Spirit of Life"in Him will make thee free.t smd"if the Son
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed."
Thou shalt find that"what the law could not do,"+ by com
manding thee from without, God's own Son, sent in thy likeness
to die in thy place, can do within thee ; and the very"requirement
of the law "§ which thou hast so utterly failed to obey, shall now

be fulfilled in thee, eis thou yieldest to the Spirit of God, and"walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."
Oh soul, thou hast lived in ceaseless comdemnation ; but to

those who have cried for deliverance "through Jesus Christ our
Lord," and had the answer of death within themselves that they
shoiJd not trust in themselves, but in God which raiseth the dead,

"there is no condemnation, for"in Christ Jesus"they experience
the force of a new law, an inworking Spirit of life, making them
free from the old law of the reign of sin, and the powerlessness of
death.

*Rom. vii.I. t Col. ii. 12. || Rom. vii. 4. t Rom. viii. 2, 3. § Rom. viii. 4, m.
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"For freedom did Christ set us free : stand ftist therefore,
and be not entangled again in a yoke of bondage."* See that thou

walkest step by step in the Spirit, minding "the things of the
Spirit."! By the power of the Spirit of life which dwelleth in thee,
take heed that thou dost "ma^e to die the doings of the hody."X

Thus shalt thou live, and be led by the Spirit of God day by day.
All slavish fear of God shall pass away, and thou shalt know that
thou art a child of the Father, and if a child, then an heir, an heir
of God, and joint-heir with Christ, if so be thou wilt suffer with

Him, that thou mayest be glorified together.§
Made free ! Made free. O captive I
Bound by the law of sin.
There is another law of life

That quickens you within.
And counting on the Spirit,
His life shall now control

The members of your body,
The portals of your soul.
Made free I Made free in Jesus:
For crucified with Him,
From centre to circumference.
He breaks the power of sin.
No longer must your body act
As if it had no "law" ;

His "law of life" must govern now
All that ran wild before.

Made free I Made free in Jesus:
Deep planted in His death.
He lil>erfltcs His Life power.
And breathes His Spirit's breath.
Then waxing strong in spirit.
With force of quickening life ;
The soul and body governed.
Us members cease from strife!
M.M.

'Gal. V. I.m. t Rom. viii. 5. t Rom. viii. 13, m. § See Rom, viii. 16-17.

CHAPTER V.

"To this end Christ died, and lived again, that He might he
Lord."—Rom. xiv. 9.
CRUCIFIED
WITH CHRIST.

"1 through the law died unto the law, that!might live unto God.
I /lave been crucified with Christ . . no longer I, but Chiist."
—Gal. ii. 19. 20.

PAUL does not hesitate to refer to his own experience, for he
does not preach a gospel to the Romans or to the Galatians
which he has not proved himself, and all that he has written to the
Romans concerning the death with Christ, he sums up in this

passage in his epistle to the Galatians.
To the Romans he said"we"and"our," but to the Galatians
he said "I !" "I""died unto the law,""/ have been crucified
with Christ."

In these words we have embodied the deepest meaning of the
deliverance of Calvary, and the more simply we take the message,
the more quickly shall we prove the word of the Cross as the power
of God to deliver.

This 'I which has been the central spring of every human
life since the fall ; this I cries Paul, was"crucified with Christ,"
and the law was the means of bringing me to that place of death—

the place where I acknowledged my hopeless condition ; the place
•where I found out that in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good

thing: the place where I ceased from my struggles, and cried out
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for help from another ; the"law"brought me to that place where
I died to the law by sheer inability to obey it,* and from thence I
fled to hide myself in the death of Christ, and now I have died with
Him.

We need to remember that no word of God is exhausted in

one application. As we are led on by him, we find the message

of the Cross opening out with an ever widening meaning, to meet
an ever deepening need. At first we apprehend our death with
Christ simply in relation to the bondage of sin. With our eyes on
the crucified Lord dying for us, we listen to the declaration of Paul
in Rom. vi. 6,"our old man was crucified with Him," and reckon
ourselves dead unto sin,and castaway "anger,passion and malice ..
evil-speaking and reviling,"t and all the manifest "works of the

flesh." Then we prove with joy that the word of the Cross is the
power of God to all who believe, and find that the living Christ is
"able to save completely them that draw near to God through Him."+
But sooner or later we find out that we need a deeper deliverance.
Our lives are still in some measure self-centred, although we reckon
ourselves dead indeed unto sin, and find deliverance from the mani

fest works of the flesh. Self-energy, or self-con^acency in service ;
self-pity when we are suffering ; self-seekine in desiring the praise
of men ; self-introspection and self-ju^ment in hours of trial; self
sensifipeness in contact with others ; self-defence when we are injured,
and sometimes, above all and through all a self-cotisciousness that
makes life almost a burden, are some of the indi^tions of the selfcentre within.

In the energy of self, desiring to be wholly the Lord's, we may
sometimes consecrate ourselves to Him, and with new vigour seek
to work for Him, oblivious of the source of our activities, until we
""The sense of feebleness, or prostration, to which a man is reduced by the wording
of the law," is "the process of dying in fact."—Lightfoot.
tCol.lii. 8, 9» C.H, note.
J Heb. vii. 25, margin.
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are spent out, or, finding little spiritual fruit from all our labour,
our eyes are opened to see the uselessness of all our "creaturely
activity"for Him.*

It is at this point that the Spirit of God brings the ■word of the
Cross with a fresh and blessed message of deliverance. A deliver
ance that, to some lives, has meant greater consequences than the

freedom from the bondage of sin which they proved in earlier days.
The Lord Jesus in His call to the Cross, touched the core of

)theaftertroubl
e in every life when He said, " If any man would come
Me, let him deny himself." The Lord did not say his sins,
nor certain exterior things, but He Who knew what was in man,
struck deeper than actions to the very centre of a man, and said
" himself."li

Let a man renounce himself, and see himself as crucified with
Christ, and quickly another Himself—the Lord Christ—will take

the central place in the heart, and quietly bring all things under
His sway.

Eiach one of you saith, /,"+ wrote Paul to the Corinthians
about the cause of the contentions in the Church ; and instance
after instance is given in the Scriptures of the " I " in its various
forms.

Is not this great Babylon which I have built ? "§ cries Nebu
chadnezzar. " I will say to my soul . . take thine ease,"** says the
one whose delight was in earthly treasure. "/ am not as the rest
of men,"tt is the self-estimation of the moral man. "/ am holier

than thou,"J| the inner thought of the self-righteous. "I am rich . .
and have need of nothing,"§§ the attitude of the self-satisfied ;
and "J am of this one or that one, the " I " of the Christian who
walks after the manner of men.
For when one saith, I am of
* See "Soul and Spirit" and other boohs. (Book L'st at end).

t See again chapter xii.

+ i Cor. i. II, 12.

§ Dan. iv. 30.

ttLukexviii. il. JJ Isa. Ixv. 5. §§ Rev. iii. 17.

** Luke xii. 19.
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Paul; and another / am oj Apollos; are ye not men ? "* writes
the Apxjstle.
But"I"crucified with Christ, was Paul's charter of freedom.

With the message of the Cross he met every difficulty of the Chris
tians of his day. "We who died." "All died. * "For ye died,
was his reiterated statement, as he dealt practically with the chOdren
of Cod, about their attitude to sin, and the elements of the world
in the Church of God. And the souls to whom he wrote, knew that

he lived it out in his own life. He did not say"I have been crucified

with Christ," and seek the highest place, even when he might have
"claimed honour "t as an Apostle of Christ.

"/ am nothing" he wrote to the Corinthians, and I "am less

j than the least of all saints," to the Ephesians. "No longer I" was
j the whole spirit of his life, as he counted all things loss for Christ,
and became,as it were,the off-scouring of all things for His dear sake.
For crucified with Christ is Paul's invariable declaration, and

from whichever point of view he speaks of the results of the death
of Christ, he uniformly keeps Calvary as the basal fact; in all his
unfolding of truth never going beyond the radius of the Cross.
The Greek word which the Apostle uses in Galatians ii. 20, signifies
"To crucify together,"X and"crucified together with Christ"must
be the fact upon which our faith must rest, if we are to know con
tinuous deliverance, for the eyes of the heart must be focussed upon

the crucified Christ, and not be turned inward upon the subjective
experience.

I "Looking unto Jesus"is the way of deliverance at every stage
'of the spiritual life. We "look" at the Christ upon His Cross,
just as the Israelites looked away from their dire condition to the
serpent lifted up in the wilderness—look away from ourselves in the
death of sin to Calvary, and as we look we live. Again we"look
and see ourselves crucified with Christ, and in the faith which
* cf. 1 Cor. iii. 1-4.

t 1 Thes. ii. 6, margin.

+ Also used in Rom. vi. 6.
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unites us to Him, we reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin, and
cast away every known sin, refusing to let it reign over us, and—
in so far as we honestly desire and expect the victory—the Holy
Ghost seals our faith with real deliverance.

Once more we look to Calvary, and see that we have died to
the law, for God no longer says "Thou shalt to those who are
in Christ. As we yield obedience to the law of Christ, He sends

forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, whereby we cry "Abba
Father," and learn to look to Him to supply our every need.

Again we "look" to CeJvary, and with clearer vision see

r

ourselves—"I" crucified with Him. As the Spirit illuminates the
message, we marvel that we did not understand the wondrous secret

long before. We have but to make way for the Living Christ,
by taking His Cross as ours,and He will manifest Himself through us.

And is this all? Nay. As He Who died and rose again
occupies the throne within, in His light we shall see light,and as new

depjirtments of our complex beings are brought into the search
light of His Presence, we shall discover ever deeper depths of our
need, and find Calvary again and again the place of life.
"Crucified with Christ !" His Cross is mine. I am there

with Him. I consent to share His Cross, and meet all things with
"No longer I !" "I have no longer a separate existence. I am

merged in Christ,"* soTfTtKr Living One, will move fortii through
me, working in me that which is well-pleasing in His sight.

I
* Ughtfoot.

iinifiiL'1 lilrfiriifiiilB'i * f i nnrikiiil

CHAPTER VL

"He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired
in all them that bdieve."—2 Thes. i. 10, A.V.
the cross
AND THE LIVING CHRIST.
I have been crucified with Christ . . no longer 1, but Christ
liveth in me.**—Gal. ii. 20.

*'TT was the good pleasure of God to reveal His Son in me,"
vmtes the Apostle earlier in his epistle to the Galatians. The
mystery which hath been hid from all ages . . now manifested

to His saints,' he writes to the Colossians ; a mystery which God
is pleased to make known to His children ;"the riches of the glory
of this mystery . . which is Christ in you the hope of glory."*

J

This is the end, or purpose of the Cross. We are crucified

with Christ, to make room for Him to dwell in our hearts by faith,
and this indwelling of the Lord Christ is called a "mystery "—a

word signifying "secret," something hid from our understanding
until revealed to us.

This mystery was not made known under the dispensation of
law. Then every man stood by his own "works" before God,

except a few like Abraham, who in the Spirit foresaw the "day"
of Christ, and were glad ; they saw the promises afar off, and em
braced them. But during the dispensation of grace it is God's
purpose that the "mystery" should be proclaimed to all nations,
that those who are obedient to the faith "f may share its glory.
Paul said he was made a minister to"fulfil the word (or purpose)
of God, even the mystery

and his burden of heart was that others

* Col. ii. 26. 27.

f See Rom. xvi. 25, 26.

50

The Cross of Calvary.

should"gain in all its richness the full 2issurcuice of understanding ;
truly to know the mystery of God,"* which by revelation was
made bnown "t to him. Especially the eternal purpose of God
that men of every tongue, and tribe, and nation, were to share in
the unsearchable riches of Christ. Paul said it was a special gift

of grace to him,that he should be chosen of God to bear among
all nations such glad-tidings, eind to bring light to all, that each

might behold the"stewardship of the mystery

the trust given to

each to whom it is revealed to carry the message to all people, to

the intent that to the principalities and powers in the heavenly
realm (who are watching the dealings of God with a fallen creation),
may be made known "through the church" the manifold wisdom
of God.

The revelation of Christ in Paul was given that he might

"preach Him," he declares to the Galatians, and he precedes his
testimony, "Christ liveth in me," by the words, "I have been
crucified with Christ," showing clearly that the revelation of the

mystery of Christ living in us depends upon a true and real planting
into His death.

Once the believer perceives this focal point of Calvary in
relation to his practical experience, all the truths of God fall into
their place in beautiful harmony.

No ideal of life is too high, since the believer has but to make

way for the Lord Himself to fulfil the ideal through him. No

' ^rnm^d of God for s^ice is too great, since the Christ HilDself
'becomes all wisdom and power withiinnm, as he by faith retires,
'il 30 to speak, to the Cross, and then moves forwrd to ea^ service

in reliance upon Ae indwelling Lord. The very energy of God
comes into his life, and as he proves with joy the might of the Risen
Christ thus working through him, his whole outlook changes.

I "J have been taught the secret . . I can do all things in Him, +
I becomes the glad triumphant cry ;"To me life is Christ,"^ the one
* Col. ii. 2, C.H, t Eph. iii. 3, C.H. J Phil. iv. 12, 13, C.H. § Phil. 1. 21, C.H
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increasing joy ; "I will speak only of the works which Christ has
Wrought by 7ne,"+ the simple testimony ; "I labour in eeumest
conflict according to His working which works in me with mighty
power,"t the energising spirit of service day by day.
Oh blessed life ! How restful, how glad, how free, when once '

k// the secret is known, and the soul leams to live by faith in the Son
of God.

But, Paul, does this mean that you have become a machine
with no personal choice or desires?
'Crucified . . yet I live" cries Paul. I am not a mummy,
nor a machine ! I am a human being with feelings and personal
wishes, hopes and desires.
I live all the more because I have died ; for the sensibilities

of this human organism, dulled by slavery to sin, have now become
freed to become acute and living. Not to be £iny longer the medium
of self-sensitiveness, self-seeking or self-love, but the quickened
vehicle for the manifestation of the love and life of the Christ Who
now "liveth in me."

"Me "—Paul the Apostle—who am not meet to be called an

Apostle, for 1 persecuted the church of God.

"Me"with all my own characteristics, temperament and tastes.
All that goes to make up the personality of"me"Christ lives in me.

Nevertheless I know it is no longer "I" that is the moving
spring and centre of my life. It is "not /." but the grace of God
which enables me to labour more abundantly than all the apostles.
It is not my life, but the life which flows from the living Christ
within my heart, that is manifested through me.
But Paul, is this a wonderful consciousness to you ? Do you
feel' dead, and do you realise great joy and heavenly ecstasy
through the liisen Lord thus dwelling in your heart ?
J Rom. XV. 18, C.H

t Col. i, 29, C.H.
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Nay,"that life which I now live in the flesh [body] I live in

faith.

But what kind of faith, Paul? Is it a faith, that you have
experienced death with Christ, and is it a faith that is a great effort
or strain, every moment?

Nay, it is "the faith which is in the Son of Cod, Who loved
me, and gave Himself up for me."

Ah, blessed proof of"I" being crucified with Christ I The
"1" passes from the horizon of the soul's vision, and the Son of

God, in the great love of His death on the Cross, fills the whole
heart and mind.

"He gave Himself up for me," becomes the dominating thought
of the life, and all things are seen in the light and love of Calvary.
Abandonment to the pierced hands of Him Who died brings nought
but the sweetest joy, and occupied with the object of love, the faith
in Him becomes a spontaneous, unconscious attitude of the soul,

who no longer is concerned with its experience, or cares for aught
on earth purely in relation to itself, but longs, with deep desire,
that He Who died should see of the fruit of His travail on Calvary's
Cross, and be satisfied.
The way of faith.

"I live in the faith of the Son of God,'—Gal. ii. 20, C.H.
"Before whose eyes Jesus crucified was openly set forth . . Re
ceived ye the Spirit . . by works . . or by . . faith ?
—Gal. iii. 1, 2, m.

Paul says that the"outward life which still remains "* he lives
"in the faith of the Son of God." Even his own act of faith seems
to have passed out of the range pf his consciousness, by the assured

knowledge of Christ living and working in him. The Risen Lord,
taking possession of the believer, brings with Him the "spirit of

faith," and the act of moment by moment trust, should eventually
become as spontaneous and simple as breathing.
* Gal. ii. 20, C.H.
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But there are transition stages in the spiritual life, when the

soul is being led into deeper knowledge of itself, and its own power-

I lessness, that it may know the abounding resources in the Risen
I Lord. In such times of transition, the believer has often to cling
in an extremity of trial to the bare word of God,that he is crucified

with Christ. Fresh transactions with God will ofttimes be necessary,
when he commits himself anew to Him, and trusts Him to fulfil

in him His highest purposes ; and when he, so to speak, casts upon
the Faithful God, the responsibility of bringing him out through all
the testings, into the larger places of the life in Christ.
We must take heed in our dealings with God, at all times,
that our faith is always in the present tense. By this we mean,
that as we lay hold of His word that we were carried to the Cross

with the Crucified One, we should definitely believe that He "Who

yuickeneth the dead, and calleth the things that are not, as though
they Were, * does by His own creative word now communicate and

maintain the life of Christ in us. With Jehovah speaking is doing.
He said at the creation of the world. Let there be," and there was.
The word of the Cross from the mouth of God is as much the word

of omnipotence as the word spoken at creation. Jehovah points
to His Son upon the Cross, and speaks the word,"crucified with

Him "—the soul responds with"Amen, so be it," and the message
of the Cross becomes the power of God in all who thus believe.

In times of transition also the believer is apt to turn from the

way offaith to"works of law "—or self-effort. The turning back
to "works of law" was the danger of the Galatian Christians.
Possibly the first joyous experience of the Holy Spirit's work in
them had passed away, and not understanding clearly the full
purpose of Christ's death, and the way of faith in the crucified and

Risen Lord, they were in a condition to fall an easy prey to those
who sought to draw them back to the old life of reliance upon self,
..and its doings.
* Rom.iv. 17.
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The Apostle's appeal to them shows clearly that the turning
away of their vision from Calvary, was the cause of their peril, and,
through his words, we see also that the work of Christ on the Cross,
must be the anchor of the soul along the whole course of the
Christian life.

"I placarded Christ crucified before your eyes I "* "0 foolish
Galatians, who has bewitched you ? t exclaims the Apostle, as he
thinks of the way in which Jesus Christ was "openly set forth
crucified"among them, for he could not have proclaimed to them
less than the full Gospel he had preached to the Corinthians, and the
Romans. How they could forget such an unveiling of Christ's
death, and turn back upon themselves, he did not know.
Who drew your eyes away from Calvary, and all that it means ?

Who "fascinated you'? "* Some subtle influence has come upon

you. "Are you so foolish ?"the Apostle cries. With their vision
turned toward Him Who died, they had received the Spirit by

simply believing the "message of faith,"J and they had proved
the"word of the Cross" to be the energy of God, for God had

supplied the Spirit bountifully to them, and worked"miracles in "§
them, in response to their "hearing of faith."^

As Jesus Christ had thus been "painted large upon His Cross
to their very eyes," had they not learned the meaning of His death ?
Before the way of faith was revealed,they were"shut up in prison ..

under the law,"** because they could not fulfil the law ; but on the
Cross, Christ redeemed them, and became accursed for their sakes,
so that in response to faith alone,they might receive the Holy Spiritft
to work in them continually. Did they not know that they became
children of God "through faith in Christ Jesus," and as many as

had been "baptized into Christ"did "put on" Christ, and had
"clothed"themselves with Christ.?+t
•Lightfoot. t Gal. iii. I, C.H. + Gal. ill. 2, margin. § Gal. iii. 5. margin.
** Gal. iii. 23, C.H. tt Gal. iii. 13, 14. tt Gal. iii. 27, C.H.
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Were all their past sufferings in vain ? Were they going back
to be prison-bound souls under the whip of the law, instead of

entering in to all the privileges of sons of God? "/ am again
bearing the pangs of travailfor you, till Christ befullyformed within
you. * Paul cries in the anguish of his soul. How senseless to go
back from the simplicity of reliance upon Christ, to reliance upon
self and its doings. I can only attribute this to some evil power
which has ensnared you, some specious influence which has drawn
you away from Calvary.

Alas, such a subtle influence is at work to-day amongst the
people of God, turning away their vision from Christ crucified !

The adversary of souls knows how to "fascinate," and, in

sensibly to ourselves, to draw us away from the Cross of Calvary.
His devices are innumerable,and every stage of growth in the spiritual
life is attacked by him with this particular snare ; for every distortion
of truth, and working of error, may be traced to the failure to keep

I Calvary, and its two-fold message, as the centralfact of the believer's
life, and as the central truth from which every other aspect of the
I truth of God radiates. All"lines of truth" must never be allowed
to their extreme limit, but kept within the radius of the Cross.

A continuous looking off to Jesus Christ crucified, and a
steadfast dependence upon the Spirit of God to work in us the

separating power of His Death, and to minister to us the quickening
of His life, is the "way of faith." in which Christ can be "fully
formed within," and the believer grow up unto the "measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ."

0 soul, redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, if the word
of the Cross has come to thee in the power of God, and thou hast
consented to be crucified together with the Crucified One. and truly
united to Him as the Risen L-ord, take heed that thou dost, day by
♦ Gal. iv. 19. C.H.
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day, turn thy heart's vision toward the Cross, praising the Triune
God that thou art there with the One Who died, and then—

(1) By faith in the working of God, commit to the death of the
Cross, without delay, aught of the old life revealed to thee, counting
upon the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the death of Christ, by
severing thee from the accursed thing. Let this be thy prompt
dealing with aught that is shown to thee as not of God, during the
whole course of thy spiritual life, for the light will shine upon thy
ways, and thou wilt see even thy "comeliness" to be corruption,
as thou dost walk in the light of God.
(2) By faith in the faithfulness of God, live thou in the present
moment alone, and counting upon the Holy Spirit to communicate
to thee the life of Jesus, do thou cast thyself upon His strength,

and do the"next thing" that lies in thy path of duty, believing
that it is God Who worketh in thee to will, and to do, of His good

j pleasure. H Aou dost rms^step with thy Lord,Jrust Him, by the

I sldlf^nMS of His hands, to put thee in step again, and do not whip
thyself with vain regrets, but continue in His love, and leave thyself

entirely in His keeping^
(3) By faith in the Risen Christ walk on with Him, refusing

all temptation to look within, or turn back upon thyself at all. Let
His word dwell in thee richly, teaching thee His will for thy manner
of life, and pour out thy heart's longings to Him, that He will show
Himself through thee to all around.

(4) By faith thou dost stand. Be not high-minded, but fear.
No past experience of His grace will avail thee, if thou dost turn
from simple dependence upon thy Lord. Thou hast nought but
what thou dost receive from Him hour by hour. Thou hast a
watchful foe ready to ensnare thee if thou wilt but give him place.

Keep thou hidden safely in thy Lord, Who intercedes for thee
before the throne of God,and if thou wilt walk in the light, bringing

to the light thy doings—that it may be shown thee whether they are
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"wrotight in God "*—the blood of Jesus Christ His Son will keep
cleansing thee from all sin, and thou shalt walk in blessed fellowship
with Him.

** Let us hold fast the confession of our hope that it waver not, for
He is faithful that promised."t "If we are faithless. He abidetk
faithful; for He cannot deny Himself."*
0 Calvary I whose empty tomb
Has buried me with Him,

Whose Resurrection mom has given
Nev/ life, that ne'er grows dim.
0, Calvary 1 where Satan s hosts
Were met and put to shame ;

And only through Thy pow'r they bow
To me in Jesu's Name.
O, Calvary I I find His Name
Enough in conflict's hour ;

The foe must then in terror flee.
He cannot stand Christ's power.
O,Calvary! I praise my Lord
For dying there for me.
For yielding up His precious life
To give me liberty!
O, Calv'ry! 1 would ever learn
All Jesus meant by thee!

And now by faith 1 take my stand
With Him in victory!

♦Johniii.21.

tHeb.x.23.

t2Tim. ii. 13.

G.W.R.

CHAPTER Vn.

"He shewed unto them His hands and His side . . He

breathed on them, and saith unto them. Receive ye the
Holy Ghost."—John xx. 20. 22.
THE CROSS AND THE
HOLY SPIRIT.
"Christ redeemed us from the curse . . having become a curse

for us . . thai toe might receioe the promise of the Spirit."
-Gal. m. 13, 14.

These words of the Apostle PaiJ,in his letter to the Galatieuis,
show that the gift of the Holy Ghost, is based upon the work
of Christ on the Cross of Calvary.

The office of the Spirit was foreshewn by the Lord Jesus in
His farewell message to His disciples, on the eve of His Cross
and passion.

The Spirit of truth. Who proceeded from the Father,* would
be sent by the Son to each of His redeemed ones, for the special
purpose of teaching them the things of God ;t reminding them of

the words of Christ; always and only bearing witness of Christ ;*
guiding each soiJ into all the truth ; not speaking of Himself, but
communicating the mind+ of the Father, and of- the Son, to those
of whom He had charge ; unveiling to them the eternal purposes
of God ,* and glorifying Christ in all His redeemed ; taking of all
His fulness, and declaring it unto them.
* John xy. 26.

t Jobn xiv. 26.

{ John xvi. 13, 14.
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It was in the upper room in Jerusalem, on His resurrection

day, that Jesus Himself came and stood in the midst of His disciples ;
showing them His hands and His side, with the marks of His Cross
upon them, "He breathed on them, and saith unto them. Receive

ye the Holy Ghost,"* Again after the Ascension, being "by the
right hand of God exalted," He received of the Father the promise
of the Holy Spirit, and poured Him forth upon that waiting group
on earth, who had "with one accord" continued steadfastly in
prayer, waiting for the "promise of the Father," which the Lord

had said should come to them, to equip them for the work, in co
operation with the Spirit, of witnessing to the death and resurrection
of the Son of God.

How the Spirit of God taught the disciples, and illuminated

to them the words of Christ ; how He guided them into truth

wholly foreign to their pre-conceived ideas and environment; how
He bore witness to the Christ, and communicated the mind and will

of Father and Son to the redeemed on earth ; how He glorified the
Christ, and took of His fulness and declared it unto them—the
book of the Acts of the Apostles sets forth.

Through the Apostle Paul, thus taught by Him, we learn that

His dwelling in, and possessing every soul, is on the ground of

Calvary alone. "Christ redeemed us," he vrrites,"that we might
receive the . . Spirit." The word "redeemed" takes us back

to Calvary, where we were redeemed"with precious blood, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot, even the blood of Christ."t
Not only so, but the Christ became a curse for us, that we might
receive the Spirit I He redeemed us having become accursed for

our sakes (for it is written. Cursed is every one that hangeth on
a tree, )to the end . . that through faith we might receive the
promise of the Spirit."+

The two-fold message of Calvary is thus clearly linked with
the gift of the Holy Ghost, for if Christ became a curse for us, then
* John XX. 19-22.

t 1 Pet. i. 19.

+ Gal. iii. 13. 14, C.H.
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toe are the accursed ones on whose behalf He hung upon a tree ;

and eis our Representative He carried us to the tree with Him.
That the Curse of the Cross is associated with the promise

of the Spirit, is also deeply suggestive of the conditions upon which
He can freely work in us. For it is only when we realise in very
truth that we are"accursed"in all that we are in ourselves, that

we gladly accept the message of Calvary that we are crucified with
Him Who died on our behalf, and make room for the full indwelling
and outworking of the Holy Ghost.

"The Cross leads to the Spirit, and the Spirit back, again to
the Cross."! Through the death of Christ alone, can the soul
receive the Spirit, and only by the Holy Spirit, thus received, can
the believer be vitally united with the death of Christ, so as to know
with assurance the indwelling of the Risen Lord, and be able to say

with truth," I have been crucified with Christ." "Christ liveth

in me !" Yet again it is true, that only through a still deeper

fellowship with Christ in His Cross, can we know the Holy Ghost
in fulness and power.

Paul's words to the Galatians illustrate this also, for he appeals

to his preaching of Calvary, as the ground of the Holy Spirit s work
in them, and yet it is evident that, although they had manifestly
received the Spirit, they needed a clearer knowledge of the Cross ;
for if they had seen their death with Christ as fully as Paul had done,
they would not have been disposed to return to the old plane of
self-effort. The Galatians had not realised the curse of the law,

which came upon every soul who failed even in one point of obedi
ence to the law, and so they had not come to an end of all selfreliance. They had begun "in the Spirit," but did not know how
to live "in the Spirit," on that very same ground of faith in the
crucified Son of God, which had brought Him into their lives at
the beginning.
t Murrey.
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Paul's words to the Galatian believers come with renewed

emphasis to-day. for many of the children of God also need a clearer
vision of the Cross of Calvary,in relation to the Holy Spirit's working
within the soul ; for the Holy Spirit works upon the basis of Calvary

^ alone, ^d the extent of the apprehension of all that the Death
of Christ meant for those whom He redeemed, is the extent of
His possession of the individual believer.

The Cross leads to the Spirit ! Through the atoning work
of Christ, every yielded heart may receive the Holy Ghost, and in
response to the surrender of the recipient does He take possession.
"cleansing [the] heart by faith."*

The Spirit leads to the Cross! This is clearly outlined in the
life of the Lord Christ. The heavens were opened, and the Holy
Spirit came upon Him at His baptism in Jordan, when (typically)
He entered the waters of death, and chose to be identified with

sinners ; but this was not the real Calvary, ft was "Through the

Eternal Spirit"Who came upon Him at Jordan, that He steadfastly
set His face to go to Jerusalem, and was enabled to drink the actual

cup of death at Calvary. After the Cross, by the Spirit of God
He was quickened, and raised from the dead, to receive at the right
hand of the Father the anointing above His fellows.

It is even thus with all who will follow His steps. Through
surrender to God, and the acceptance of the Cross—typified by
r Jordan—the Holy Spirit gains possession of the citadel of the heart,

and then He seeks to lead the believer into the real fellowship of
the Cross, working in steady progression from within to without ;

from centre to circumference ; dealing with new departments of the
life ; unveiling new needs, and revealing the Cross in aspect after

i aspect as the answer to those needs, by applying the death of Christ
■ as the severing power from the old life, and ministering the life of
the I^sen Christ for the building up of the new creation.
* Acts XV. 9.
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iieliever may be said to be"filled"with the Spirit when

he first receives the Spirit, but he is filled only to the extent of
t his capacity at the time. The capacity may be small, but it will

I remain small unless he apprehends that the Spirit leads to the Cross,
so that the capacity may be deepened, and a greater fulness of the
Holy Ghost be truly known.

From faith to faith the Holy Spirit leads the trusting one,
as he co-operates with Him, by a glad and ready"yes"to all His

dealings, until, at the appearing of the Lord from heaven, the body
of humiliation itself is transformed, and made like unto His glorious
body ; or should physical death be the will of God for the re
deemed one, the Holy Spirit ministers such abundant life in Christ,

that he does not see death," but only falls asleep, to be "for
ever with the Lord. Mortality is now swallowed up of lifeC
'How He that wrought usfor this very thing is God, Who gave unto
us the earnest of the Spirit."*
Filled unto the Fulness of God.

"He would grant you strength by the entrance of His Spirit into
your inner man, thai Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith
. . and to know the love of Christ . . that you may be
filled therewith, even to the measure of the fulness of God."—
Eph. iii. 17-20, C.Id.

These words sum up in brief the purpose of the work of the

Holy Spirit m the believer. Paul prays for the Ephesians that they
may be "strengthened with power" through the Spirit, "that
Christ may dwell" in their hearts by faith. The Eternal Spirit
of the Father takes possession of the redeemed one, for the express
purpose of revealing the indwelling of the Son. He strengthens
the believer for the fulfilment of the conditions necessary for the
Christ to be fully formed within—the conditions we have already
seen as explained in Paul's words to the Galatians,"I have been
crucified with Christ—Christ liveth in me."
* 2 Cor. V. 4, 5.
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Faith on the part of the redeemed one is again mentioned here.

Faith is non-existent apart from its object. Faith is simply re
liance upon the iDord of God, with the character of God at the back
of His word ! "Faith cometh by hearing," and is awakened in

the receptive heart by the Spirit of God Himself, as He speaks the
word of God to the soul. "You were made partakers of His
resurrection, through the faith Wrotight in you by God, Who raised
Him,"* wrote Paul to the Colossians.

We are therefore cast upon the Holy Spirit to supply to us
all our need, even the very faith by which we are to co-operate
with Him, and appropriate all that the Lord Christ has wrought
for us in His death on the Cross.

Unbelief is described by the Lord as sin, when more often it

is bewailed as em "infirmity"which must be borne as an affliction
by the poor soul under its power. But we must deal with unbelief
as sin ; confess it to God as sin ; renounce it as sin ; and expect
deliverance from it through the death of Christ, as much as from any
known sin.

Let us look once more to Calvary. We eure crucified with

Christ, therefore let us count upon Him as the living One, to give
us the

spirit of faith," emd then, ceetsing from our own works in

struggling to "believe," let us rest—lie down, so to speak—upon
His word, and we shall be given a childlike trustful confidence in

Him, and be taught to live in the faith of the Son of God, as He
lived by the Father.

As the Christ is thus revealed within, the Spirit of God leads
the believer on, and he is made "stror^ to apprehend" with all
saints, the breadth, length, height, and depth of the love of Christ.
The supreme manifestation of that love as manifested in His

death on Calvary. "Strong to apprehend !" Divine strength is
needed, for the apprehending comes only by the sharing of His
* Col. ii. 12, C.H,

isnB
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suffering, . The apprehending of another's sorrows with the mind
alone, does not create the fellowship that is engendered by walking
the same path. "Ye shall indeed drink of My cup." said the Master
to flis disciples.

But to be"strong to apprehend something of the love that
led the Christ to Calvary is not all. "That ye may be filled therewith," writes the Apostle. And to what extent, Paul ? "Even to
the measure of the fulness of God!"
But this is beyond our power to grasp, O faithful Apostle of
the Cross. Yes, but"He is able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask," or even"thinkt" for the conception of the mind
heis no place here ! "According to the power that worketh in us "*
we can be filled with the love of Christ—filled, euid filled, and

filled unto eJl the Fulness of God, yea, as when "the waters were
risen, waters to swim in I "f
»

*

♦

»

♦

"Oh that I knew this blessed life"may be the cry in the heart
of some who read these words. Child of God, if thou art vainly

I trying to realise the deliverance of Calvary, without reliance upon
the inworking Spirit of God, open thy whole being to Him, and
■ commit thyself into His hands. Yield to Him to vitally unite thee
to the crucified One, and to reveal within thee the living Lord.
\
Art thou willing for implicit obedience to Him at any cost?
j Wilt thou let Him have full right of way in thy life ? Art thou
now ready for the message offaith'? Then once more turn to Cal
vary. As thou lookest away to Him Who died, dare to believe
the written word of God that thou hast died with Him, eind God's

wisdom in a mystery will be unveiled to thee by the Eternal Spirit.
"But what is the anointing of the Spirit ?"
Art thou in the service of the King? As the Holy Spirit
reveals the Christ in thee, thou shalt understand that thy Lord
* Ephes. iii. 20.

f Ezek. xlvii. 5.

The Cross of Calvary.

65

not only dwelleth in thee, but that thou art a member of the Body
of Christ, and as thou art brought into thy place in the Body, the
holy oil which anointed the Christ above His fellows, will flow
down to the skirts of His garments, even upon and through thee,
anointing thee for all service in the will of God.

The Christ Himself will work through thee mightily by the
Holy Ghost, eis thou dost abandon thyself to His will. But remem

ber"There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit." "Diver
sities of working but the same God Who worketh all things in all."
All worketh . . the same Spirit, dividing to each one severally
even as He will."*

The Son of God was anointed with the oil of gladness above
His fellows, because He "loved righteousness, and hated iniquity."*
Even so will the Christ bring into thee deep hatred of sin, and
love of all that is of the righteousness of God j thou wilt love thy
Eord not only as a God of love, but also as the God of terrible

holiness. Thou wilt covet the severity of God upon all in thyself
that IS unlike Him, and gladly be chastened that thou mayest be
come a partaker of His holiness. So shalt thou become united in

closer bonds to thy Lord, and a sharer in the anointing of Him,
the sceptre of whose kingdom is a sceptre of "rightness" or
"straitness."t

Knowing that thou hast given room to the Holy Ghost, now
walk step by step in the Spirit, depending alone upon Him, and
seeking only His will and pleasure ; so will He lead thee on, and
teach thee how to abide in thy Lord, being adjusted into thy place
in His mystical Body, and thou shalt know that "the anointing
which ye have received of Him, abideth in you . . the same
anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie,
and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in Him."t
* See I Cor. xii. 4-11.

* Heb. i. 9.

f Heb. i. 8, A.V. margin.

t I John ii. 27, A.V.

CHAPTER Vffl.

"Present yourselves UNTO GOD, as alive from the dead, and
your members as weapons . . UNTO GOD. Rom. vi.
13, 777.
THE LIFE SIDE

OF THE CROSS.

"One died for all, therefore all died ; and He died for all that they
which live should no longer live unto themselves, but unto Him.
-2 Cor. V. 14, 15.

IX has been well said that [there are two sides to the Cross, the
earthward side, which means the negative deliverance of death ;

and the heavenward side, which tells of life in union with the living^
Lord. As the substitution of Christ for sin, an^ theHeath witK"
Christ to sin of all who believe in Him, are indivisible, so death
and life are not to be divided along the whole course of the Chris
tian life.

"If we have become united with Him by the li\eness of His
death" writes Paul to the Romans, we shall be also with Him in

resurrection. It is, eis we have seen, the work of the Holy Spirit
to make us really"partakers of a vital union"sharing the reality
of his death"; as real a union "as that of a graft with the tree
into which it is grafted."*

What such a vital union me2ms, (an only be known by the

working of the Holy Spirit, in response to a faith which rests upon
the work of Christ on the Cross of Calvary.

The Holy Spirit will wield the "word of the Cross," which
is "living, and active, and sharper than any ttvo-edged sword,"
* Rom. vi. 3, Conybeare Note.
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and with it pierce even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both
joints and marrow, revealing the thoughts and intents of the heart,
separating the old from the new life, until the life which is from above

has unhindered sway, and the redeemed one truly lives on the lifeside of the Cross.

But we must remember that there is no "resurrection life"

apart from the Risen Lord. We are planted into "His death";

it is with Him that we were crucified, and to Him as the living One
we are joined, so that in Him as our sphere we may WcJk in newness
of life. The resurrection life is also a continuous one.

Not an

experience which we passed through at some crisis long ago,
but a Living Christ, Himself the Resurrection, abiding in us, and
putting forth His mighty energy through us, so far as we fulfil the
conditions which permit Him to do so.

Moreover, life cannot be copied, and no assertion of possessing

resurrection life can bring it into being. But no assertion of life . ^
is needed when it is present, for it is its own witness by its maniiested power.
Thanks be to God, the life in union with Christ is real life,

a dynamic power that is indisputable, bringing the soul into such
living relationship with the risen Christ, as to make it know some
thing of the powers of the age to come, and so to see the things
of time from the standpoint of eternity, as to lift it above the

attractions, and absorbing interests of things on the earth.

On the resurrection-side of the Cross, the Holy Spirit illumines
the Cross of Calvary, until "Jesus Christ crucified" becomes

placarded

before the eyes of the heart, and the soul is ever

being taught fresh aspects of His death ; for until deliverance from

the bondage of sin is known, with the consequent cleansing of heart
and life, the Lord is not given His place on the throne in the heart,

and the deeper lessons of Calvary cannot be imparted by the Holy
■Ghost.
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In z Cor. V. 14 and subsequent verses, the Apostle Paul gives
a word picture of the life on the resurrection-side of the Cross,

and clearly shows the death on Calvary as the basis of the life from
God.
The motive power of the new life.

"The love of Christ constrainetb us.

v. 14.

The word "constraineth which Paul uses, occurs several
times in New Testament Greek to express a"grip," or constraint,

which is overpowering, or irresistible. It is rendered strait in
Phil. i. 23, and is the word used by the Lord Himself when He

speaks of the baptism of suffering before Him, and says He is
"straitened" until it is accomplished.*
It is the word used in describing the grip of the "men that

held /esus,"t and again of the people "holden"with great fear at
the presence of Christ, and of Simon's wife's mother "holden"
with a great fever.

These instances, and their connection, give light upon the sense

in which the word is used by Paul when speaking of the love of
Christ constraining him.J It keeps him in a "strait," hemmed
in to one course from which there is no deviation. He is held

by this great love ; completely mastered by it, so that he is urged
and impelled onward, as a torrent into one course, sweeping down
everything that comes in its way.
Such was the love of Christ, when He Who was on an equality

with God,counted it not a prize to be grasped, but emptied Himself,
and humbled Himself to become in the likeness of man, obedient
unto death—^even the death of the Cross.

And this love is the motive power of the new life in union

with the Living Lord. A love shed abroad in the heart by the

Holy Ghost, a love which casts aside all self-love and self-interest,
and completely holds the soul in its power.
♦ Luke xii. 50.

t Luke xxii. 63.

tW.D. Moffat.
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Hie basis of the new life.
One died for all, therefore ALL died."—v. 14.

As is his wont, Paul clearly shows the death of Christ to be
the basis of the new life. In no other passage does he condense

the two-fold message of the Cross into such a terse sentence. The
Saviour was the substitute for sinners—He "diedfor all" ; and
all for whom he died, died with Him—"Therefore all died."
"The love of Christ constrains me," cries Paul, because 1

have been to Calvary, and in the death of the Man Who died, I have
seen my death too. I have died with Him, and in fellowship with
Him in His death all selfish barriers have been broken away. The

love that led Him to Calvary is the love which has been shed abroad
in my heart by the Holy Ghost, and now it constrains me as it
constrained Him, and pressed Him onward to the Cross.
The object of the new life.

He died for all, that they which live should no looser live unlo them
selves, but unto Him Who for their salces died and rose again."
—2 Cor. V. 15.

They who have "died" with Him, now "live" in His life ;
they realise that it was for "their sakes" He died ; "for their

sakes" He lives ; so for His sake they gladly consent no longer
to live unto themselves, but unto Him.

They see that they have been crucified with Him, and now

He Who died and rose again, fills their whole vision, constraining
them to present their bodies as a living sacrifice," holy, acceptable
unto God," which is their glad and "reasonable sacrifice."
The severing power of the Cross.

"Wherefore we henceforth know no man after the flesh."—^v. 16.

In the light of the Cross, Paul looks out at the world of men,
from a different standpoint to that he held, when as a Pharisee he
walked in the streets of Jerusalem.
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1 r.^r, he was a "Hebrew of Hebrews." He would have"no

dealing with Samaritans." But all his exclusive caste has passed
away in the light of Calvary, and in the life in union with the Risen
Lord. "Henceforth I know no man after the flesh," cries Paul—

for I live now in the sphere where all distinctions are done away,
where there"can be neither Jew nor Greek . . but eJI are one
in Christ Jesus."

Separated still from men, in truth, not now with the exclusive

holiness which said, "stand by thyself, I am holier that thou,"
but separated unto God by the indwelling Presence of the Holy
One Himself. Yet living unto God he is nearer to men, for he sees
them as souls for"whom Christ died," and knows that there is no

"distinction bettoeen Jew and Greek

in His sight, for"the same

Lord is Lord of all," and is "rich unto all that call upon Him."
He is separated by the Cross from earth-bom exclusive pride, to be
toward all men in Christ's stead, and, as his Lord, the servant of all.

Paul sees, too, as possible a knowledge of Christ "after the

flesh," from which the Cross severs by the power of the Holy Ghost.
A knowledge of Christ which is, so to speak, an exterior know
ledge, even as the disciples knew Him before Calvary ; knowing
Him, and yet not knowing Him, as He really Wcis within the veil
of His human body.
Even so to-day is it possible to know the historical Christ*
His life. His death. His resurrection, and ascension, all may be
exterior facts, known to the mind, but exercising no real power
in the life. Participation with Christ's death changes all this, for
on the life-side of the Cross, the Holy Ghost reveals the Risen Lord,
and He is known"after the Spirit," as the living One.
The new life in Christ.

"Wherefore if any man is IN CHRIST, there is a new creation ;
the old things are passed away ; behold, they are become new/'
-V. 17, m.

The "wherefore" in verses 16 and 17 both point back to
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verse 14. If any man is in Clirist—baptized into His death—
through the gateway of the Cross he enters the sphere where Christ

becomes his environment, as well as his new source of life. Joined
to the living Christ, old things pass away, for in Christ there is a
new creation, not an improving, or culture of the old.

On the life side of the Cross the soul united to the Living
Christ is said to put on the"new man."*

By the daily supply of the Spirit of fesus\ the "new man"
grows continually to a more perfect knowledge and likeness of

his Creator,"* and grows up"after the image of Him that created
him,

in the sphere where"Christ is all, and in all." The child

naturally grows up in the likeness of his father, and the new life

communicated to the redeemed, grows up in the likeness of Him

Who is the Creator of the new creation, if so be that the death with
Christ is unflinchingly recognised, and "old things" are truly
allowed to pass away to make room for the growth of the new man
which is after God .. . created in righteousness, and holiness
of truth."*
The new service for others.

*' Ail things are of God . .

•' Having placed in us the word of reconciliation. We are ambassadors
. on behalf of Christ. —v. 18, 19, 20. m.

It IS to the new man in Christ, who clearly knows his separation
unto God, and meets no man any longer on earthly ground, but in

the name of Him Who died for all, that God commits the "ministry
of reconciliation." The alternative reading in the R.V. margin is
suggestive,for it says that God places in His ambassadors the message
of the Cross—the"word of reconciliation."

It is written upon their hearts, wrought into their very beings,
even asEzeldeldid eat the roll, ere he spake with the very words
*cf. Col. iii. 10, 11, C.H.

t Phil. i. 19.

t Ephes. iv. 24, margin.
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o; -jod to Israel. Even so are Christ's ambassadors prepared that

they may truly speak on behalf of Christ, and in God s stead.
Through them the "word of the Cross" is manifestly the
power of God, for they are "working together with Him" Who
through them entreats the souls for whom He died, that they will
not"receive the grace of God in vain," but give heed to His call
in this day of salvation.
The outward life depicted.

"Giving no occasion of stumbling . . but in everything com
mending ourselves/*—2 Cor. vi. 3» 4.

From the basis of the Cross in chapter v. 14, we have seen

depicted, in steady progression, the characteristics of the life which
springs from Calvary, and is lived in union with Him Who died,
and rose again.

"No longer unto self" is the fixed decision ; "unto Him who

for my sake died" the unvarying aim ; "I see all souls as those

for whom He died" the principle of action toward others ; "old
things have passed away"the continual attitude to the past; "He
has placed in me the word of reconciliation." the constant responsi
bility to others ; "I must work together with Him," the restraining
and watching attitude day by day.

"No longer unto self" is shown in vivid object lesson in the
brief sketch of the Apostle's own life which follows.* His outward
circumsteinces meant afflictions, necessities, distresses, stripes,

imprisonments, tumults, labours, watchings, fastings, but the new
life was manifested in much patience, pureness, knowledge of God,
long-suffering and kindness. A life truly lived "in the Holy
Ghost," in genuine love, speaking the word of truth in the mani
fested power of God.
Protected by the armour of righteousness on every side, Paul
had lived this life through glory and dishonour ; through evil report
* See 2 Cor. vi. 4-10.
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and good report. He had been counted as a deceiver, and yet he
was true ; he was unknown,and yet well known ; as dying, and yet
behold he lived, by the daily renewed power of the life within him.
As chastened with keenest suffering, yet not killed, for the
enemy could not touch his life ; as sorrowful over alll the need of

the dying world, yet always rejoicing in Him Whom he had leamt
to know ; poor in every way, but making many rich with eternal
treasure ; having nothing in, or for himself, yet possessing all things

in Christ,in Whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
There is no room for living unto self in this pattern, oh, child
of God, and so far as thou art truly united to thy Lord, and made
conformable to His death, shalt thou know in thy measure, this

life which springs from Cdvary, and walk even as He walked, to
the glory and praise of God.
Measure thy life by loss instead of gain ;
Not by the wine drunk, but the wine poured forth,
For love's strength standcth in love's sacrifice—
And whoso suffers most hath most to give.

CHAPTER K.

"Jesus .. suffered without the gale. Let us therefore go forth
unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach."—
Heb. xiii. 12, 13.
CRUCIFIED TO
THE WORLD.

"Far be it from me to glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ through which (whom, margin) the world hath been
crucified unto me. and 1 unto the world."—Gal. vi. 14.

ONuponthetheresurrection
side of Calvary, the Apostle looks out
world, and sees the Cross once more in its separa
ting power standing between him and the world. With the light
of God streaming upon Calvary, he cries"God forbid that I should

glory, save in the Cross."
The Apostle is driven to this outburst by the memory of some
who were shirking persecution for the Cross. The Cross was an
"offence"in a special way in the days of Paul. It offered salvation
full and free to all men, Jew or Gentile, apart from the external
rite of circumcision. This meant the end of Judaism with its
exclusiveness, and its carnal commandments. He Who is a Spirit,
henceforth sought worshippers to worship Him in spirit, and in
truth ; who would offer Him spiritual sacrifices of praise in the

spiritual temple of the heart. (John iv. 23, 24.)
To preach such a gospel needs must mean offence, and the
pleasing of Christ rather than men.
Nay more, "/ have been crucified with Christ" even to the
religious world, cries Paul, and if I preach the Cross as the Lord
Christ has unveiled it to me, I see that His Cross will be the"in-
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strument of my crucifixion as of His !"* In truth I have already
suffered the loss of all things, but God forbid that I should think

aught of my sufferings for Christ, rather let me glory "in His
sufferings for me."* In the light of cJl that Calvary meemt to Him,
the offence of the Cross is my proudest boast." "God forbid

that I should glory in anything save in the Cross of Christ. On
that Cross I have been crucified to the world,and the world has been
crucified to me. Henceforth we are dead each to the other. In

Christ Jesus old things have passed away. Circumcision is not,
and uncircumcision is not. All external distinctions have vanished.
The new spiritual creation is all in all."*

Such a view of Calvary as this is only to be known on the
hfe-side of the Cross, when in the light of God, it stands out in all
its glory as the wisdom and power of God.

In early days we shrink from the demands of the Cross, and
it only seems to speak of separation and death, but as the soul walks

in intimate fellowship with the Living One, His death on Calvary
becomes illuminated with heavenly light, and the vision grows more
and more acute to see into the depths of the sufferings of Christ,

and the glories that shall follow,"which things angel desire to
look into."t

To Paul the Cross is, as it were, a great gulf fixed between
him and every phase of this"present evil world." Crucified with

Christ he is not only delivered from the tyranny of sin, and the
claims of the law, but from the world itsdf, in all its aspects.
The Lord Christ died "that He might deliver us out of this
present evil age "t ; on the Cross delivering us"out of the power
of darkness,"^—the"world-rulers of this darkness "**—and trans
lating us "into the kingdom of the Son." We are therefore

crucified to the world, not simply"worldly"things, or ways, but
♦ Lightfoot. t 1 Pet. i. 12. t Gal. I 4, m. § Col. i. 13. ** Eph. vi. 12.
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to lilt world itself; and, crucified with Christ, we must expect the
world to look upon us as it looked upon Him, when He hung upon
the tree. Nailed there with Him, we too must look at the world

from the Cross, and with the spirit of the crucified Jesus pray for
those who nail us to the Cross.

That we may view the world in the light of the Cross, let us
once more go to the place called Calvary, and see arrayed against
the Holy One of God, all the elements that go to make up this
*' present evil world," and know what all who are united to Christ
must expect, if so be they suffer with Him, that they may be also
glorified together.
"The soldiers when they had crucified Jesus took His garments
. . Let us . . cast lots."—John xix. 23, 24.

In the four soldiers gambling at the foot of the Cross, we see
that side of human nature which is callous to the sufferings of

others, and takes advantage of all who are in its power.
Alas, what multitudes to-day are represented by the executioners
of the Christ. They cry"let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we
die," and have no thought beyond the physical needs of the moment.
To souls who are responsive to the crucifixion, and capable
of feeling sensitively for others, what suffering it is to meet this
element in this evil world. Alas for all who are in its power!
** The chief priests mocking Him, with the scribes and elders, said
. . let Him now come down from the Cross,and we will believe.
—^Matt. xxvii, 41, 42.

There is also a "religious" world which rejects the Cross of

Jesus. They who are not prepared to follow a crucified Lord ;
who "love the chief place," and the "chief seats," "and the
salutations in the market-places, and to be called of men. Rabbi."*

They who"say and do not," and"all their works they do for to be
* Matt, xxili. 6, 7.
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seen of men."* This religious world loves not the Cross, although
in the twentieth century it bears the name of Him Who died upon
r the Cross. Love of power, and the praise of men, is contrary to
; the spirit of the Cross.
"They that passed by railed on Him, wagging their heads, and saying.
Ha I Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three
days, save Thyself, and come dovm from the Cross."—Mark
XV. 29.

The mixed multitude pass by the Cross, and join in the general
cry. They are but sheep led as a flock by the leaders of men.
They see the mind of the leaders, and are quickly swayed by the
spirit of the hour. They pass by the Cross, and rail on the crucified
One, casting words that He had spoken in His teeth.

Soldiers and thieves, rulers, chief priests, elders and scribes,
with all the multitude, were of one mind that awful day. Religious
men, rough soldiers, criminals, and men of the world, all forgot

the barriers that separated them, and joined together at Calvary.
One united cry came from their lips, "If"He was the Christ,"let
Him save Himself." The Cross appeared to them the proof that

He was not the Son of God. Let him give supernatural signs,
and they would believe. It was not too late to prove Himself the
Messiah,"let Him come down "—that was all !

So it IS to-day. All the elements of this present evil world
become united at Calvary. The fleshly element; the wise of the

1 world ; the criminal classes ; the traditional religionists ; join with
i the special forces of the evil one in the great revolt against the Cross.
And once again they who stand by the Cross of Jesus are a little
band, the very preaching of the Cross marking them out as"cruci
fied to the world." The Cross becomes the instrument of their

crucifixion as of His. The Cross once again manifests its severing
power. There is no neutral ground at Calvary.
t Matt, xxiii. 5.

The Cross of Calvary.
Had we stood by the Cross of Jesus that awful day, would
we have cried"The offence of the Cross shall be my proudest boast"?
Shall we consent to take the Cross, and to he ostracised hy the
world ? The worldly world; the world with its aims, its interests,
its spirit of self-seeking, self-glprying and self-love ; yea, even the

religious world, in so far as the"element3~of the world"are in it,
and it seeks to come between us and our Lord. "Jesus . .

suffered without the gate. Let us therefore go forth unto Him
without the camp, hearing His reproach."*
The elements of the world in the Christian life.

"If ye died with Christ from the elements of the world, why, as
though living in the world . . ?"—Col. ii. 20, m.

The Calatian believers were in ckmger of going hack to reliance
upon works of law for growth in their Christian experience, hut
the Colossians were being drawn aside from Christ in another
way—through"philosophy"and"tradition of men "—which Paul
plainly said was *' after the elements of the world, and not after
Christ."

To both Galatians and Colossians Paul had the same message—
the message of Calvary.
He would not add one more voice to the clamour in Colosse,

for the Colossians were already perplexed enough with "precepts
and doctrines of men ; one and the other judging them in respect
of meat and drink and feast days.f All external things
which, under the old law, were a "shadow of the things to come"
in Christ, and are now of little importance. The Apostle takes them
hack to Calvary, and says "If ye died with Christ,""why" are
you acting as if you were still "living in the worlds"
Why do you go hack to the "childish lessons of outward

things,"* and submit yourselves to the rule of others, who are

"taking [their] stand upon the things . . seen, vainly puffed up
* Heb. xiii. 12, 13.

t Col. ii. 16.

i Col. ii. 20, C.H.
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by [the] fleshly mind,"* and not holding fast to Christ, Who is
the Head of His body, the Church, and is the life of His members,
so that His Body increases from within, by a spontaneous life which
is the very "increase of God ? "t

But if you have died with Christ, so that now you are joined
to Him as your life, why go back to the ground of"Touch not
this or that ? All these exterior things "perish with the using."
"Meat will not commend us to God : neither if we eat not are we

the worse ; nor if we eat are we the better."!
Paul owns that all ascetism has a"show of wisdom," but it is,

as far as commands from God go, a"self-chosen iDorship."^ It has
the appearance of "humility," and wise "severity to the body,
but none of these things are"of any value against the indulgence
of the flesh."^
The Colossians had died with Christ from all these elements
of the world—elements which were"after the tradition of men "—

the outcome of"vain deceit"in men's minds, imagining that thus
they could conquer themselves, but this was not following Christ.
In Him was the true circumcision**—the circumcision of the heart ;

they were buried with Him in His grave, and quickened with Hkn

to a new life ; therefore they were not to act as if they were now
"living in the world."

Crucified with Christ, they were raised together with Christ,"
and a heart belief of this would bring m a supernatural power—
the power of Christ's resurrection. Instead of being occupied there
fore with cutting off exterior things, and questioning whether they
should do this or that, they should have been seeking the things
above, and setting their mind on the heavenly fulness which was
theirs in Christ.tt
* Co), ii. 18, m. t Col. ii. 19. t I Cor. viii. 8. § Col. ii. 23 C.H.
1 Col. il. 3.
** Col. ii. 11.
tt Col. iii. 1, 2, 3.
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"For ye died," repeats the Apostle"and your life is hid with
Christ in God."* They were severed from the old life to share
the life of Christ; eind through this life from God they could
make dead"their"members,"f and learn the secret of deliver
ance from the indulgence of the flesh.
The dcingers that assailed the Colossian believers are ours
to-day, ofttimes under the name of holiness, or consecration.

Worldly Christians (what a contradiction of terms !) are not
so liable to these special snares, but those who long to follow the
Lord, are quickly influenced by the"precepts of men," especially
those of men whom they esteem very highly in love for their work's
sake.

The Cross of Christ is the message, and the remedy for all.
Let us truly consent with all our hearts to be crucified with Him,
and it will not be long before we find that the world is crucified to us ;
it will have lost its power to attract; or in its religious aspect to
influence us in our walk before the Lord.

All that is "in the world; the lust [desire] of the flesh, and the
[desire] of the eyes, and the vainglory of life"; all that is "not
of the Father, but is of the world,"X will be crucified to us, and we
shall overcome the world ; because greater is He that is in us, than
"he that is in the world." §
The Cross as the basis of unity.
"Made nigh in the blood of Christ" . .
He IS our peace. Who made both one . . and . . reconcile

them both in one body unto God through the Cross, having
slain the enmity thereby."—Eph. ii. 13, 14. 16.

If the Cross of Calvary is the severing power between the child
of God and the world, it is equally the uniting power between all
who draw nigh to God through the precious blood.
* Col. iii. 1. 2, 3. t Col. iii. 5, margin.

J 1 John ii. 16. § 1 John iv. 4.
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It is on the life-side of the Cross, that the blood-bought children

of God most clearly realise the oneness of all who are "in Christ
Jesus." The message of Calvary is preached to the sinner as the
ground of reconciliation with God, but emphatically should it be

proclaimed as the ground of unity between man and man, even

between the professing followers of Christ.
How sorely we need to see that all divisions between true
children of God are of those "elements of the worlds' to which they
have died with the crucified Lord ; and so far as we tolerate aught
in our lives from which Christ died to deliver us, so far is there a

"practical denial of the efficacy of Christ's death."*
Paul the Apostle, who had once been of the most exclusive
caste of the Hebrews,clearly saw that the death of Christ had broken
down all walls of partition between men who sought to worship
the same Lord. And so with the same intensity that he once sought

to stamp out the followers of the despised Nazarene, he abandoned
himself to the claims of the crucified One, and with no uncertain
sound preached "the faith which he once destroyed."t
The word of the Cross revolutionised his life ; swept away
his pre-conceived ideas : his national prejudices ; his pride of race ;
his exclusive caste.

The Cross as the gateway into a new life is Paul's constant

theme, and writing to the Colossians he impresses uf>on them that
they have died with Him Who died, henceforth to live in a new

sphere where the distinctions and divisions of earth have no place ;
where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman : but Christ
is all and in all."J

"In one Spirit were we all baptised into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free" § he writes again to the
Corinthians.
* Lightfoot.

t Gal. i. 23, A.V.

t Col. ill. II.

§ 1 Cor. xii. 13.

t
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The Jews called the Gentiles the"Uncircumcision," and the

hairier between them consisted of an outward rite, as well as the

Mosaic law, and the Levitical sacrifices ; all ordained by God until
Christ Himself should come as fulfilment of all, and as the one

complete, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the people.

Paul says that Christ "abolished in His flesh the enmity, even
the law of commandments contained in ordinances, * and Himself

became the peace,for out of Jew and Gentile He would create of the
twain "one new man," for Jew and Gentile, as Jew and Gentile,
died with Him. If they drew nigh to God through Him, Jew and
Gentile were reconciled unto God in the body of Christ, therefore

through the Cross He slew the enmity between them.
Oh glorious message of Calvary, out of which the Christian
Church has sprung, and all the blessings of freedom which we enjoy
in the twentieth century ; for through the Cross of Calvary, so
marvellously illumined to Paul the Apostle by the Risen Lord

Himself, and Paul's own faithful preaching of the Cross, we"Gen
tiles" have become "fellow-heirs," "fellow-members," "fellow-

partakers"of the promise in Jesus Christ through the gospel.f
And yet in the professing Christian Church, called by the name
of Christ, is to be seen the same barriers between worshippers of
God, as stood between Jew and Gentile in the days of Paul!
"He came and preached good tidings of peace,"+ writes Paul
to the Ephesians. The Risen One, with the marks of His passion
in His hands ; He Who died to create out of all the races of men

"one new man," comes Himself with the message of peace. Oh

that He may come again to His people to-day with the same glad
tidings, showing to us His hands, and His side, and saying,
"Peace be unto you,"

uniting all the sections of the living members of His Church,
"THROUGH the CROSS!"
* Eph. ii. 15.

+ Eph. ii. 17, m.

CHAPTER X.

To this end was the Son of God manifested, that He might
destroy the works of the devil."—1 fohn Hi. 8.
THE CROSS AND THE
POWERS OF DARKNESS.
He blotted out the handwriting of our debts . . affixed (it)
to His Cross. And, by yielding up His body. He showed con
tempt for principalities and authorities ; and put them to shame,

openly, in His own Person. —Col. ii. 15, Syriac Version.

Another aspect of the work of Christ upon the Cross of
Calvary comes before us here. By His death He"spoiled
principalities and powers, and "made a shew of them openly,
triumphing over them in Himself, writes Paul to the Colossians.

These principalities and powers are described in Ephes. vi. 12,
as the world-rulers of this darkness, wicked spirits—or "spiritual
hosts of wickedness "—in high, or heavenly places.

TTie victory of the Cross was especially mentioned by Isaiah,
when he foretold that the Man of sorrows would "divide the spoil
with the strong • ; and now Paul the Apostle proclaims that on the
Cross the Lord Christ spoiled the principalities and powers, and
triumphed over them.

Once again we notice the clear vision of all that was accom
plished at Calvary, given to souls on the resurrection side of the
Cross. It is not until the believer apprehends his death with Christ,

as well as Christ s death for him, that he actually passes in to the
sphere which Paul describes as the "heavenlies," where he lives
in the Spirit," and walks"after the Spirit."

The Cross of Calvary.
In this sphere he realises the actual existence of the forces of
darkness described by the Apostle, for they are spiritual hosts,
unknown by those who walk"after the flesh, who are yet carnal,
and live'according to men."*

It is therefore to the interest of the "world-rulers of this

darkness," that the children of God should not apprehend the two
fold message of Calvary, through which they enter the sphere where
their eyes are opened to the wiles of the devil, and where they see
that their "wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against
the . . spiritual hosts of wickedness." t
It is true that the adversary of souls resists the message of the
Cross in every aspect, but all the powers of hell are aroused to
prevent the believer's knowledge of the victory of Calvary over the
prince of darkness and his evil hosts, for on the earthward side of
the Cross, the subtle foe ofttimes persuades even true children of
Cod, that he does not exist at all; or else he magnifies his power,
and holds them in thraldom to habits of sin, deluding them into

belief that there is no deliverance on this side of the grave.

In service for Cod, also, many Christians are wielding carnal
weapons, of no avml against the real foe. Others are filled with
earnest plans, and labour with heart and soul to win the masses
to their Lord ; but behind and around is the evil one, and the

real but unseen hosts of wickedness, who laugh at every weapon of

the flesh, and fear naught but the power of the finished work of
Qirist, when manifested by the Holy Spirit, through men and
women who have become in very truth crucified messengers of a
crucified Lord.

Since this is so, we do not marvel that the prince of darkness

hates the Cross ; spares no effort to nullify its message : hides its
full meaning from the children of Cod, and hesitates at nothing
to keep them from knowing its power.
* I G>r. iii. 3.

t Ephes. vi. 12.
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fully aware of the prophecy of Isaiah that the Man of Calvary
would take "the prey from the terrible," and "divide the spoil
with the strong," by pouring out His soul unto death, the"terrible
one" himself came to the Christ of God when He walked on earth,

and tried his utmost to keep Him from the Cross. In the wilderness

he offered Him all the kingdoms of this world, without the ne
cessity of going to the Cross, if He would but bow down to him.
But with His face set as a flint to accomplish His Father's will,

Christ answers "It is written. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God," and turns from the tempter toward the Cross of shame.
The temptation was renewed later through the lips of His
disciple Peter when he prays the Meister to"pity Himself," £is he
hears from Him of His prospective sufferings and death. "Get
thee behind me, Satan," said the Lord,"Thou art a stumbling-

block unto Me : for thou mindest not the things of God, but the
things of men."*

Satan is baffled once more, and leaves the Son of God "but

for a season," before renewing his attacks again and again. He
raged against Him through the demons who possessed the bodies

of men, for all"wicked spirits" knew that this Holy One of God
would end their authority and power over men.

At last the final conflict is at hand. The adversary had failed
to turn the Christ from the Cross, and now becomes the bitter
instigator of it.

The words of the Son of God as He drew nigh to the time
of His sufferings, show that He clearly knew the purpose of His
death. It was to be not only "a ransom for all," but a final and
complete triumph over the powers of hell. "Now shall the prince
of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up out of the earth,
will draw all men unto Myself,"t said the Lord to His disciples,
foretelling the power that would be centred in Calvary to draw
* See Matt. XVI. 23«

"I" John xii. 31, 32, margin^

oG
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souls unto Himself, out of the death of sin, and the captivity of the
devil.

At the supper table again the Lord said "The prince of this
world Cometh, but he hath nothing in Me,"* for He loved the
Father, and as He gave Him commandment to go to the Cross,
even so He would do. He would lay dovm His life, of His own

free choice, to save the sheep from the wolf who had snatched
them from their God.

Failing utterly in his attempt to keep the Son of God from the
Cross, the prince of darkness enters into one of the Master's own
disciples, to lead Him to the Cross.
At the supper table the devil"put into the heart of Judas "f
the awful thought of betraying Him ; and after he had taken bread
from the very hand of Christ,"then entered Satan into him," and
he hastens away to fulfil the behests of the arch-enemy of his Lord.

Oh solemn fact that the spirit of evil must find human beings

to carry out his plans, even as the Holy Spirit of God seeks yielded
hearts and lives, to fulfil the counsels of God.
"This is your hour, and the power of darkness,"+ said the
Christ later, when, in the garden of Gethsemane, after His agony
even unto blood, they seized Him, and led Him to the judgment
hall. From this moment He was given over to the world-rulers
of this darkness, who were permitted to exercise their power upon
Him to the full, and by the hands of wicked men, through whom

they worked their will, they "killed the Prince of life."
The hour of triumph.

"Having put off from Himself the principalities and the powers,
He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.*'
-Col. ii. 15.

This is the tragedy of Calvary described from the divine
standpoint.
* John xiv. 30, 31.

t John xiii. 2.

+ Luke xxii. 53.
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At the moment when, before the eyes of the world, the prince
of the world succeeded in putting to open shame and humiliation

the Christ of God, triumphing over His body even unto death ;
at that same moment before God and the hosts of heaven, princi
palities and powers were themselves put to shame, and triumphed
over by the Christ they crucified.

Paul says they were "displayed," "as a victor displays his
captives or trophies in a triumphal procession."* The Conqueror,
so to speak"leading them in triumph"before the hosts of heaven.

The rnetaphor used is the same as in 2 Cor. ii. 14, where Christ
leads in triumph those who are conquered by His love, and gladly
become the trophies of His death.

What a picture is here before us of the victory of Calvary ! What
a contrast to the scene on earth is now presented 1 The mocking

multitude around the Cross little knew of the triumphal procession
in t e unseen realm, when all the hosts of evil were put to open shame
by their Conqueror.

The Apostle in such a picture, places "the paradox of the

crucifixion in the strongest light. . . The convict's gibbet is
the Victors Car. *

The testimony of the Holy Spirit.

The Comforter . . vvill convict

i-vf * J

l

the prince of this world HATH BEEN judged "-7ohn'JrT-lT.
On the eve of His Cross and passion, the Lord told His disciples
of the coming o the Spirit of truth to dwell in them, to bear witness
to Him, and glorify Him.

Before the Cross, the Lord had said, "now is the prince of
this world cast out," but after His death and resurrection, the
testiniony of the Spirit would be,"the prince of this world hath
been judged."§
* Lightfoot.

§ Joiin

XVI.
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The Son of God accomplished the victory over the powers of
hell upon the Cross of Calvary, and the Holy Ghost is given to
convince the world of the victory, and bear witness to the work of
the Son of Cod.

Yet how few of the children of Cod realise that, through the
death on Calvary, the adversary of their souls is a conquered foe!
How few know how to meet the wiles of the evil one, and yet
fewer how to attack him in aggressive warfare, and participate in
the triumphs of the Cross !
The blood of the Lamh.

•• They overcame him because of the blood of the Umb.and became
of the word of their testimony ; and they loved not their lire
even unto death. —Rev. xii. 11.

In this chapter of the Apocalypse, the veil is drawn aside for
a moment to show the conflict in the unseen world.

Whether prophetically it speaks of some special time in the

future, is immaterial for us now to consider. It is at least clear,

that just as there was a final conflict on the Cross between the Prince
of life and the prince of darkness, when the latter was cast do^
from his place of authority over all who would trust in the crucified
One, so there will be a final conflict in the heavens, when the hosts
of the Lord will come forth to cast the dragon and his angels down
to the earth, whence they will finally go into the pit, and then into
the lake of fire.

But the dragon and his angels are still at large! Though the

principalities and powers were conquered on the Cross of Calvary,
there is em interval between that glorious triumph, and the time of
their final casting down—^an interval during which each redeemed
soul must appropriate the victory of Calvary, and individually over
come the conquered foe, and thus win the crown with those overcomers who will share the Victor's Throne.
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In this unveiling of the final conflict in the heavens, wre are
shown the threefold secret of victory, and the way in which each
overcomer triumphs over the foe.

"They overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb."

This takes us back to Calvary, and the sufferings of the Christ.

These overcomers had manifestly been taught by the Holy Ghost
the victory of the Cross ; the blood—or death—of the Lamb, was
therefore the one weapon they used against the foe.

This was accompanied by "the word of their testimony
a fearless confession of Christ, and "they loved not their life even
unto death." They not only wielded the power of the Cross for

victory over the evil one, but they had drunk in the spirit of Him
Who died, and consequently lived the crucified life, triumphing over
the pnnce of darkness through the Spirit of their Lord.

The Cross is the way of victory for all the children of God,
United to the Lord in His death, they share His risen life, and are
seated with Him in the heavenlies,"far above all," the principalities
and powers of hell.
The crucifixion.

Forasmuch then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye yourselves
also with the same mind."—1 Peter iv. I.

The adversary may be a conquered foe ; the power of the
blood may be ready for us to wield in the hour of conflict; but
unless we seek to know in ever deeper measure the inner Spirit of

the crucified Jesus, we shall still be powerless in the fight with the
forces of evil attacking us.

Christ suffered in the flesh," writes the Apostle Peter,"arm
ye yourselves with the same mind." The Lord Jesus deliberately

chose the path of suffering in this present evil world. He deliber
ately took the form of a servant, although He was Lord of all;
deliberately took the place of weakness,"becoming in the likeness
of men," although He was Almighty ; deliberately humbled Himself
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as a Man, by going to the lowest point of humiliation earth could
find for Him, although in heaven He was on an equality with God ;

deliberately followed the path of obedience to God s will, even until
it led Him to a Cross of agony and shame. Step by step, lower
and lower He went. The Cross was no theory to Him ! He
suffered in the flesh.

Oh child of God, arm yourself with the same mind. Let this

mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus. If you will choose that
the spirit of His death on the Cross shall be imparted to you, you
will "cease unto sins,"* and no longer live according to the usual
desires of the natural man, but according to the contrary standpoint
of the"will of God." It is true that others will"think it strange,"
and may "si>eak evil of you," but if ye be reproached for ..
Christ, happy are ye ; for the Spirit of glory, and of God resteth

upon you ; on their part He is evil spoken of, but on your part
He is glorified."!

We must be armed within by the inbreathed crucifixion Spirit
of Jesus, if we are to triumph without; wield with certain victory
the weapon of the"blood of the Lamb"; and prove experimentally
that on Calvary the devil became a conquered foe.
The whole armour of God.

"Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil . . having overcome all, to
stand"—Ephes. vi. 11, 13. A.V. m

Paul here most vividly describes the enemy, and the conflict
into which we emerge on the resurrection side of Calvary.
"Be made powerful in the Lord," writes Paul,"and in the

strength of His might."! This pre-supposes that the believer has
come to an end of his own might, for it is to those who have been
"quickened with Christ, and"raised"up with Him, and made to
"sit with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus "§—thus

putting on "the new man "**—that the Apostle writes.
* 1 Peter iv. 1, margin.
f 1 Peter iv. 14, A.V.
+ Ephes. vi. 10, m.
§Eph.ii.5.6.
♦♦Eph. iv.24.
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How are they to act in the hour of fierce temptation is the
question in their hearts. They hare been"crucified with Christ,"
and now moment by moment living by His life, are they to fight,
•r what are they to do ?

They are to be"powerful IN THE LORD," and strengthened

by His might in them, they are just to stand their ground 1 Stand
against all the"wiles of the devil"(v. 11) to get them away from
Calvary, and their place"in the Lord."

"For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood"(v. 12),
writes Paul. "Wrestling "—yes, the spiritual enemy attacks the
spiritual man in a spiritual way, and the believer is conscious of a

hand-to-hand conflict with some unseen foe, who so to speak;
winds himself around the inner man, and"wrestles"in very truth.

To fight is hop>eless, the believer can only "stand firm,"* and
refuse at all costs to surrender his position in Christ, or yield to
the wiles of the devil.

The reference to"flesh and blood"suggests that these"wiles"
often come in human guise ! But the soul strongly entrenched in
the Lord is given acute vision to see the"spirit that now worketh,"

not only in the sons of disobedience, f but ofttimes by means of
servants of God. as we have seen he did through Peter to tempt
the Son of God, and when Satan moved David to act without the
commands of God.

Strengthened with power by the Holy Spirit in the inward man,

the believer becomes a true warrior of God, increasingly able to
recognise the principalities and powers as the"world-rulers of this

darkness," and learns that the"prince of the power of the air,"t
has resources in the forces of the air to attack the child of God, as
he attacked Job, and is able to move men as tools to fulfil his will,
even without their knowledge.
* Coiyb-are.

f Ephes. ii. 2.
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"Wherefore, take up with you to the battle the whole armour

of God,"* cries the warrior Paul. The Christ has led these spiritual

hosts of wickedness in triumph by His Cross, but you who are
joined to Him most actively, and ceaselessly, take up the armour
thus provided for you.

Christ has not triumphed at the cost of His life to give thee
nought to do, oh child of God. Thou hast thy part in the conflict,
thou must overcome as He overcame, if thou art to share His Throne.
When thou dost learn the victory of Calvary, and hasten out

of thyself INTO CHRIST, host after host will come up against
thee, and seek to draw thee out from thy Lord. That thou mayest
"withstand them in the evil day."t thou must see to it that thou hast

taken by the hand of faith, every part of the armour of God.
If thou wilt put on the whole armour, thou shalt"withstand,"
and "having overthrown them all "t—all the spirits of evil that
will swarm around thee with Innumerable wiles—thou shalt stand
unshaken, victorious through the blood of the Lamb.
The "whole armour" is the Lord Christ Himself. Thou
dwellest "in the Lord," and "in Him" thou must "be made

powerful"to meet all the hosts of hell.
If thou wilt abide in Him thou must take heed to be "girt
with the belt of truth,"! for one shade of aught in thy life that is
contrary to truth, £is before the eyes of Him Who is the truth, will
bring complete defeat at the hands of the foe.

The breastplate of righteousness will be thine whilst thou dost

truly abide in Him Who is thy righteousness, and dost not allow
anything in thy life contrary to the righteousness of Him,the sceptre
of Whose kingdom is a sceptre of uprightness indeed.!
* Eph. vi. 13. Conybeare.

f Conybcare.

straiebtness. A.V. m.

{ Heb. i. 8, nghtness or
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"In the Lord" thou must be a ready messenger of the glad
tidings of peace, for thou art "saved to serve," and thou must
vdth alacrity obey the promptings of the Spirit as thou dost walk

the earth, or thou wilt give occasion to thy watchful foe.
Thou must quickly take, and hide behind, the "shield of
faith"from the"fiery darts of the evil one," and especially keep
the"helmet of salvation"upon thy head, lest by any means, as the
serpent beguiled Eve in his craftiness, thy"thoughts"should be
corrupted from the"simplicity that is in Christ."* Above all, for
defence and attack, thou wilt ceaselessly need the sword of the
Spirit, the Word of God, which is living, and active, and sharper
than any two-edged sword.

In intimate converse with thy Lord, speaking to Him at"all
seasons in the Spirit,"t thou shalt be equipped to meet the foe,
and be more than conqueror through Him Who loveth thee.
Knowing also the fierceness of the fight, and that when one

member of the Body of Christ suffers, all suffer too ; thou wilt
with "all perseverance" be pleading for "all saints," especially
on the behalf of those who, like the warrior Paul, are in the front
of the battle of the Lord.

Then thou shalt be taught by Him how to"stand in the battle

in the day of the Lord," and wilt be sent forth as an armed warrior,

clothed in shining armour, in aggressive warfare to win the trophies
of the Cross, seeing signs and wonders done in the Name of the
crucified and Risen Lord.

* 2 Cor. xi. 3. R.V. and A.V.

f Ephea. vi. 18.

CHAPTER XI.

"// we died with Him, we shall also live with Him • if we endure

we shall also reign with Him."—2 Tim. ii. 11, 12.
THE CROSS AND
US CONTINUITY.
"That I may know Hjm, and the power of His resurrection, and the
fellowship of His sufferings, becoming conformed unto His
death "—^Phil iii. 10.

ONCE more we meet with the words "His death," and this
time in the letter of Paul to his heloved Philippians.
The epistle was written some six years after the letter to the
Galatians, when Paul so exultingly cries "I have been crucified

with Christ." Yetherewefindhimspeakingof an assimilation with,

or conformity to, the death of Christ, as the condition of knowing
in greater power the efficacy of Christ's resurrection.

In all the Scriptures we can find no clearer evidence of the
continuity of the Cross in Christian life.

Paul had clearly and unmistakably known the fulness of the

Holy Ghost; he had heen commissioned—and given his message
of the Cross by direct revelation of Christ Himself ; he had plainly
preached deliverance from the bondage of sin through the Cross ;
and in his letter to the Roman Christians explained the identity of
the believer with the Lord in His death, and the mighty effectual
working of the Spirit of life in Christ to make the believer free
from the law of sin and death.
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Yet—with all this behind him as a message sealed by the power

of the Holy Ghost, and personally experienced in his own life, we
still have the Apostle seeking to know more of"His death.'

A manifestly deeper strata of experience is revealed in Paul's
words, and they clearly show that fuller maturity in the spiritual
life means deeper fellowship with the sufferings of Christ, for"the

climax of the risen life gravitates,strange to say, back to the Cross."*

The Apostle therefore presses on toward "the prize of the
upward calling of God in Christ Jesus," by eagerly desiring to be
made conformable unto the death of His Lord, since he knew that
to"suffer with Him"is also to be' glorified together t with Him.

Let us turn to the letters of the Ajxistle, and see in his own life,
what conformity to the Cross means in actual experience.
The sentence of death.

"Weighed down exceedingly . .
"Beyond our power . .
"Despaired even of life . .

"The sentence of death . . that we should not trust in our
selves, but in

GOD which raiseth the dead."—2 Gir. i. 8, 9, m.

It is clear from this passage that however fully we may apprehend
our death with Christ, and know the power of His resurrection,

we are brought again and again to a place where we realise, not only
as an admitted principle but in actualfact, that we have no strength
or resources of our own.

"IVe despaired even of life," writes Paul, but we had the answer
from God that it was"death within ourselves," so that we might

be brought to such despair as to be compelled to cast ourselves
upon Him Who alone can raise the dead. He delivered us in our
extreme need, and on Him we have set our hope that He will still
deliver.
•C. A. Fox.

t Rom. viii. 17, A.V.
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This is the meaning of the many afflictions which befall the
soul who has joyfully cried,"I have been crucified with Christ."
We needs must learn how to prove the power of the God Who raiseth

the dead, by being brought to our wit's end, and to place after place
where circumstances are beyond our power, and we are in utter
despair of cJl help but in God.

Since Paul the Apostle could thus write of himself after all he

had known of God,to"trust in ourselves"is undoubtedly a danger
to us all our life long ; and to be kept at an end of ourselves, is
evidently a necessity for the manifestation of the resurrection power
of Christ.
Crucified through weakness.

*' He was crucified through weakness . . we also are weak with
Him"—2 Cor. xiii. 4, R.V. m.

In these words we have another aspect of"being made con
formable to His death," The human weakness of Christ when He
permitted Himself to be led as a lamb to the slaughter, as a victim

weak and powerless in the hands of men, was to Paul a picture
of his own weakness.

He looks at the Son of God "crucified through weakness,"
and cries, "I also am weak with Him"; but again he thinks of the

Christ" raised by the glory of the Father," and remembering how He
lived through the power of God, rejoicingly knows that even

in his weakness, he too may share the life of Christ by the same
mighty energizing power of God, and so he adds,"I shall live with

Him by the power of God towards you." I am weak in myself,
cries Paul, I too am "crucified" by my weakness, but made
conformable to the death of my Lord, I count upon His life to work

in me, and through me toward you Corinthians. In dealing with
you I shall prove, not my weakness, but the divine power of Christ

speaking in me. I am weak it is true, but He is not weak through
me ; He is powerful in you.
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"Crucified through weakness," is then one aspect of the
"being made conformable to His death." Yet how many think
that they must feel power in themselves, or must become, so to

speak, reservoirs of power, or surcharged batteries of heavenly
"dunamis"!

We are sorely hindered by our human conceptions of these
heavenly mysteries, yet the Divine ideal of power is revealed in the
silent suffering Man on the way to Calvary ! "The weakness of

God"IS"stronger than men," but it is so contrary to the human

conception of power, that we need to have our eyes opened by the
Holy Spirit to see the pattern, and realize the imparting of the
same Spirit, to even create in us the desire to be conformed to the
likeness set before us, and then to fulfil it in us by the same power.
"Conformity to His death" on the resurrection side of the

Cross, means a deepening weakness in ourselves, not an increasing
sense of strength ! A weakness that is truly a crucifixion, because
it IS so contrary to our natural desire to feel we can do this or that.

But to be kept consciously weak, and yet to walk by faith drawing
upon the Divine strength ; by faith to act upon the power of God j
by faith to count upon "Christ speaking in me"; by faith to
"live with Him" by the power of God toward others, rather than
toward ourselves, is a life of faith indeed.

"Weakness, fear, and much trembling." in the believer, ac
companied by the • demonstration of the Spirit, and power," in
the hearts and lives of others, is God's way of manifesting the life
of Christ through those who are crucified with Him.
The dying Jesus.

"

also ot Jesus may be manifested m our body."—2 Cor. iv. life
10.

Once more we get a glimpse of Paul's deep insight into Calvary,
and see how the death and risen life of Jesus is interwoven with all
his thoughts, and is ever to him the basis of all advancement in the
spiritual life.
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It is well always to place this passage by the side of the sixth

chapter of the Epistle to the Romans,for one is the outcome of the
other. 2 Cor. iv. 10 describes the subjective outcome of the ob
jective sight of the work of Christ on Calvary, and without this
subjective working in the believer of the"putting to death of Jesus,"
there cannot be the increasing manifestation in power, of the life
of Jesus through us in the world around.

Many know the truth of identification with Christ in death,
and have seen themselves as crucified with Him, and in the joy

of their fresh vision and faith, they have gone forth to service in
dependence upon the risen Lord. For a time there is the seal of
God on their testimony, but gradually the life ceases to flow in
power, and their witness becomes hollow and empty as a tinkling
cymbal—alas, too often unconsciously to themselves.
What is the matter ? They are living upon a past experience

ofthe deliverance of the Cross,and have failed to see that after the ob

jective vision of Calvary, and their identification with Christ in His

J death, death must still he the basis of ever increasing life all the way ;
for"Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus," is the

unvarying condition for the continual manifestation of His life.
What the"putting to death"(R.V. m.) of Jesus in the ex

perience of the child of God, practically means, the context of the
passage shows. The Christ upon His Cross was pressed on every
side, but not straightened in His power to endure ; He was perplexed
over the withdrawal of His Father's face, and cried

Why hast

Thou forsaken Me?"yet He was not in despair ; He was pursued

by all the forces of darkness, yet He was not forsaken of God, Who
sustained Him to the end ; He was smitten down to death, yet not
destroyed, for He lived by the power of God.
Even so was Paul pressed, perplexed, pursued, and smitten

down, but always true to the principle of the Cross which had been
revealed to him by Christ, he sees that in all his sufferings he was
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but bearing about . . the dying of Jesus" so that the life at
Jesus might be manifested in his mortal body ; he was kept at an
end of all power in himself so that the power which energized him
might wholly be of God.

Thus does the All-Wise Lord deal with His children to keep
them truly dependent upon Him, and really empty vessels for His
use. Thus does He press out all strength and power of their own
to cause them to draw all their strength alone from Him.

The Lord knows how to bring them into circumstances where

only His life can carry them through ; into places where the pressure
on every side calls forth the boundless resources of God ; where

they walk in a maze of perplexity, but afterwards find how truly
His skilful hands have guided them ; where they are tossed to and

fro in a stormy sea, but are not forsaken by God ; where they are
smitten down, and apparently all things are against them, and

yet find that the life of Jesus is manifested through them, in its
power of divine endurance to the glory of His grace.
Alway delivered to death.

'

'r T,

""'o d^atk for Jesus' sake,

-2 Si- iV ° I °°
manifested in our mortal flesh."
This verse seems at first sight to be simply a repetition of the
previous one, but m words which the Holy Ghost teacheth"

every change of sentence has its meaning, and there is a difference

here which s^ms to point to a still deeper conformity to death,
this time for Jesus sake, and for the sake of others.

The concluing sentence of the paragraph commencing with
ver. 7, plainly tells us that at first"always bearing about the dying
of Jesus IS for our own sake, that we may be kept at the point
where we have no power of our own to draw upon, and the ex
ceeding greatness of the power to be proved to be of God, and not
from ourselves.
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But now the believer thus kept at an end of himself, and living

by the life of Jesus manifested in the body of clay, is further, and
deliberately, "delivered unto death for Jesus' sake." Delivered
unto weakness upon weakness ; trial after trial; perplexity after

perplexity ; conflict after conflict; all for the sake of Him V^o
died that He might see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied.
Are we children of God willing for fellowship with our Lord

to this extent? Have we not borne trial after trial, in the hope that

a point would come where we should realise nought but glory to
glory" in the spiritual life?
But how little we have understood the law of sacrifice for

fruitfulness. Joined to the living One, He leads us on until the

true light of life in Him dawns upon us, and our clouded idea of
Divine things passes away. We see that we are in truth led from

"glory to glory"in the light of His face, that we may be enabled
to bear still deeper fellowship with Him as the One Who died, and

fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ for His Church's
sake.

Death worketh for life in others.
"So then death worketh in us. but LIFE IN YOU.—2 Cor. iv. 12.

This is the outcome of being delivered to death for Jesus*
sake. Death works in us for the fruit of life in others.

^

We may desire to be used and to win souls, but is our desire

strong enough for this? Strong enough to part with the life to
others, and have nothing but emptiness and weakness for ourselves!

This is real self-sacrifice ; real selflessness ; real self-effacement;
this is the true spirit of the Cross, and the true manifestation of the
life of Jesus in mortal flesh ; for this is the very love of Christ
which impelled Him to Calvary, where He had nought but the
death with all its unspeakable horror and shame, that we might
have the life from God through Him.
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There is only one way to really win souls, eind this is the way

II with Him it must cost our lives also, if we are to be the channels
of sacrijice. It cost the Christ His life on Calvary, and, in union
of His life to others.

If we know the Cross in its true inward power in the very

depths of our being, so will the depths of other hearts be touched,
and the life-power work within them, for just so far as the death

works in us, so far will the life quicken souls around—souls for
*' whom Christ died."

This is the apostolic life that each of the redeemed may know
the life of fruitfulness. This is the "fatherhood" referred to by Paul,

when he said "In Christ Jesus I begat you through the gospel."
There are still "ten thousand tutors," but "not many fathers."
Not many who are willing to know that conformity to death which

brings the travail for souls, in fellowship with Him Who travailed
on Calvary's Cross for us.

Death worketh in us," writes Paul. It is remarkable that the
eighth chapter of the epistle to the Romans, with its full and glorious
gospel of freedom by the Spirit of life in Christ ; its unveiling of
the gladness of access to the Father ; the witness of the indwelling

Spirit ; and the heirship m union with Christ ; concludes with a
striking description of the conformity to death which is the outward
accompaniment of it all.

For Thy sake we are killed all the day long . . accounted
as sheep for the slaughter, * cries Paul. But we are "more than

conquerors through Him that loved us "is the triumphtmt testimony of
the Apostle. Yea, Christ was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and
as we have chosen His Cross, and accounted ourselves as slaughtered
with Him is it a very great matter that others should take the same

view of us as we have taken of ourselves, and account us as sheep
for the slaughter too ?
* Rom. viii. 36.
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Ofi children of God, we may preach the Cross, and even fight
for the Cross, but we render void our very message unless we are

I prepared to live the Cross, and, in Paul's language, be ready to be
"killed all the day long," that so death shall work in us, and life
in others, to the glory of Him Who for our sakes died and rose
again.

"So then death worketh in us, but life in you," writes the Apostle.

In us—emptiness, weakness, suffering, pressure, perplexity, but
in you—LIFE.

Even so. Father, for thus it seemeth good in Thy sight. Be it
unto me according to Thy word.
Thou hast revealed a secret. Lord,

TTie secret of my death with Thee,
No other way. no other place.
Can I know fullest victory.

Thy Cross is mine. Thy "Timelras Cross,"
Shedding its beams upon my life ;
Once nailed there, with Christ my God,
The world doth fade, with all its strife.
But Lord, there is one only way,
'Tis through Thy death we overcome.
The way Thou wentest, we must go.
Until we reach our heavenly home.
Yes,"crucified with Thee," I'll be.
Reveal to me the depths within :

Lead me each day to know it more.
And set me free from self and sin.

To overcome as He o'ercame 1

To sit with Him in victory 1
This shall be ours if we but yield
Our lives to Him at Calvary 1
GW.R:

CHAPTER Xn.

He that overcometh, I will give to him to sit down with Me,
in My throne, as / also overcame."—Rev. Hi. 21.
THE CALL

TO THE CROSS.

He that doth not take His Cross, and follow after Me, is not worthy
of Me."—Matt. X. 38.

T N the way to the Cross the Saviour cried"Take up your cross,
and follow Me, but He did not explain what taking the Cross
meant until He Himself had passed through death into the life

beyond the tomb, and ascended to His place on the right hand of
the Majesty on high. From there, through His chosen vessel the

Apostle Paul, He interprets His Cross, and its claims upon all who
desire to follow Him.

It is significant that Paul never says take your cross, but pro
claims the Cross of Christ as a Cross which has already triumphed,
and bids the believer enter into the triumph of his Lord.
The words of Paul interpret the call to the Cross given by the
Lamb on the way to the Cross, and the words of the Christ interpret
again the message of Paul. Although the Cross has already tri

umphed, and the work of deliverance, and victory over the powers
of hell, is already accomplished, yet believers must individually

accept the Cross in its experimental aspect, and deliberately choose
to follow the Lamb in His path of the Cross on earth.
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The call to the Cross from the lips of Him Who endured the
1 Cross,
still comes to each of His redeemed, and foreshadows the

'only possible path in the present world for every follower of the
Lamb.

Five times in the Gospels is the Lord's call to the Cross re

corded, and each time is shewn a different aspect of the Cross in
the believer's life, when the call is truly obeyed.
Let us note first from the Master s words that
The path of the Cross is inevitable.
"Whosoever doth not bear his own cross, and come after Me,
CA.MNOT be My disciple."—Luke xiv. 27.

The path of the Cross was inevitable for the Christ. To
Nicodemus He said that "as Moses lifted up the serpent . .
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,"* and to the disciples,

that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer and be killed. The
"must" was imperative. "Thus it must be," He said at another

time. He must lay down His life for the sheep, and must bring
themf back to His Father.
But the path is the same for the Lamb and His followers.
The must is as imperative for them as for Him,for did He not say
that he who refuses to follow Him to the Cross,cannot be His disciple?

Since the Christ took the Cross in the sinner s stead to redeem him,
he who would leam of Christ must take the Cross of Christ, or he
cannot be taught of Him.

Until the time when the Lord Jesus began to show unto His

disciples the path that lay before Him, they did not know what
following Him would involve. They had heard His first call, and
had left all to follow Him, believing that he was the Christ—as
Peter had said one day—for they knew in their hearts that He spoke
the words of eternal life, and they had seen His mighty works and
marvelled at His grace. But a Cross ! Suffering and death ? No
* John iii. 14,

t John x. 16

The Cross of Calvary.

105

such thought had come to them,although"while all were marvelling
at the things which He did. He said unto His disciples. Let these
words sink into your ears : for the Son oj Man shall be delivered
into the hands of men. But they understood not."*

It is thus with many children of God to-day, but with the
difference that they know that the Christ has borne the Cross,
and they have life through His death, but that He bore a Cross
which must he their Cross also, has not been thought of by them.

They have not realised that the crucified Lord must have crucified
followers, and a true following of the Lamb can only be through
death, for the Lamb can only go one way on earth—the way of
being led to the slaughter. It is only in heaven that a throne is

given to a slain Lamb.
The meaning of the Cross.

"If any man would come after Me, let him deny himsdf, and take
up his cross and follow Me."—Matt. svi. 24.

Let him deny himself I Not deny pleasant things to himself ;
nor even daiy the sins of himself, but deny himself, and all that is
bound up in himself. Himself as the central source, or cause of

action : himself as the central object of all things which come to
him from without 1
Himself 1 Any other word would have narrowed the Lord's
meaning of the Cross, for it covers the whole of the deliverance of

Calvary, as afterwards revealed by the Risen Lord to the Apostle
Paul.

The crucial message of Calvary to man, is salvation from

"himself I

If he will take for himself the Cross, and, accepting

the spirit of the Cross as manifested in the Christ Who died for
him, and deny—or renounce—himself as crucified on the Cross
with his Lord, he will in so doing be delivered from the bondage
of his sins, the terror of the law, and the spirit of the world, as well
as the power of the devil.
n

* Luke ix. 43,44.
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Oh blessed gospel of Calvary ! How simple, how deep, how

effective, how wise, for"himself"is the centre and core of all the
trouble, rebellion, selfishness, pride and sin ! Let a man look at
himself as nailed to the Cross ; day by day deny—or refuse to know—

himself, and calmly, quietly, take the path of the Cross, and he will
follow the Lamb not only to Calvary, but right to the centre of
heaven, and share His Throne.

*1116 depth of the Cross.
"Deny himself, and take up his Cross . . For whosoever would
save his life (soul, m.) shall lose it."—Matt. xvi. 24, 25.

Three times the Lord follows His call to the Cross with mys
terious words, unintelligible to the natural man, and to the believer
who walks"according to men." "Whosoever would save his life
shall lose it ; but whosoever shcdl lose his life . . shall save it."*

Again when speaking—not of the Cross, but of the grain of wheat
falling into the ground to die—the Lord uses almost the same

mysterious words, this time saying"He that loveth his life loseth it;
I and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal."t
We have been content with renouncing our sins, and keeping
ourselves 1 We have failed to see that"himself" in a man, may
stand as completely in the way of the Holy Spirit, as his sins, and
still more we have failed to see that the life which flows in us from
the source of the first Adam, may hinder the manifestation of the
life of Jesus in our mortal flesh.

But what is this life which a man may seek to save, and in so
doing lose ; what life is this which we are disposed to love instead
of hate, and suffer eternal loss ?
The margin of the R.V. gives the word "soul" for life, in
every passage we have referred to, and Paul in his letter to the
Corinthians throws light upon this, when he writes "The first
* Luke ix. 24.

t John xii. 25.
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man Adam became a lioir^ soul. The last Adam became a lifegiving Spirit." "The first man is of the earth, earthy. The
second Man is the Lord from heaven."*

The life we are called to renounce, or hate, is that life which
we receive from the first Adam. We may call it the soul-ish life,

to distinguish it from the heavenly life, which is given to us in
union with the Lord from heaven. In another plaa the Lord
describes it as a man's "own life," therefore he loves it. for it it
part of himself. We also love the soul-ish life because it works in

the realm of the senses, or consciousness, and has more affinity with
the things of earth. The emotional sensuous life is largely mingled
with the true life from God in the early days of the child of God,
hence the changing moods and "up and down" experiences of
memy,even when not convicted of definite disobedience,or of yielding

to any known sin ; but to live in the Spirit; walk in the Spirit;
and depend alone upon Him Who is a life-giving Spirit, brings us
into a realm of changeless peace, infinitely beyond the pleasant
emotions of the senses, and the changing joys of earth.
It is the work of the Holy Ghost to wield the sword of the
Spirit, the Word of God, and divide within us all that is
soul-ish,t from all that is true spirit. As the Word dwells in us

richly, and the dividing lakes place, it is for us to hate the soul-life
revealed and"lose" it. by yielding it to the Cross.
If we would follow the Lamb, and have His life manifested

through us, so that we truly walk in His steps in the midst of men,
we must know the depth of His Cross, and if we would enter into

all the benefits of His death, we must on our part deny,or renounce,
or hale\ all our"own" to take of His.

How far and how deep the renouncing goes, dcterminea how
far and deep we know the power of his resurrection. We renounce
our situ that we may die with Christ to those sins : we renounce
♦ I Cor. XT. 45. 47.

t Heb. It. 12.
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the world, and die with Christ to the world; we renounce "I

myself"and thereby give way to Christ Himself to reign within,
and in like manner we renounce the soul-ish life, whence springs

all the activities of the life on earth, and "always bearing about

in the body the dying of Jesus," learn to draw upon the life of
Jesus, that it may be manifested in our mortal flesh, and through
us quicken souls around.
The Cross and ties of earth.

"He that loveth father or mother . . son or daughter, more
than Me is not vforthy of Mc. And he that doth not take his
cross and follow after Me, is not toorthy of Me. He that findeth
his life shall lose it."—Matt, x, 37, 38, 39.

Here we have a glimpse into one of the many aspects of what
taking the Cross involves, and what renouncing the soul-life means.
The soul-ish life may be bound up in strong earth ties. Lawful

ties, yet held so tenaciously that they need the death of the Cross,
and the deep working of the Holy Ghost to bring them to their

right place"in the Lord." The keenest sword-work God has to
do is the separating of soul and spirit in the relationships of earth,
for the path of following the Lamb is scarcely possible without a
point, some time or other, where the claims of the crucified One
clash with ties of love. Then it is that"a man's foes"are"they
of his own household/' and loved hands are the ones that nail us
to the Cross. Then it is that the Mastet whispers,"//e that loveth
loved ones"more than Me, is not worthy of Me, and the obedient

heart with many tears, consents to follow the Lord, laying at His
feet that wherein its life was bound ; and losing all for His dear

sake, finds all given hack transfigured by the joy of heaven.
Was it no suffering to the Lord Himself, when His kinsmen

said He was beside Himself, and when they did not understand the
necessity laid upon Him to fulfil His heavenly Father's will ? He
could do nought but obey the heavenly vision, although it meant

a path contrary to the hopes of His fwends.
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Thus, oh thus, must it be with every follower of the Lamb,

But also with every step,—if assuredly and only, in obedience to
Go(/,—will it be as with the Pattern ; for the day did come when
His brethren believed on Him, and His word was fulfilled in His
own case,"He that loseth . . findeth.
The Cross and confession of Christ.

"Take up his Cross . . whosoever shall lose his life (soul) (or
My sake, and the gospei's. shsli save it."—Mark viii. J4. 35.

The context of these words indicates that the soul-life may be

strongly centred in a love of popularity, and fear of men, which
would make the believer ashamed of Christ and of His words,

in a time when the sinful generation around oppose Him, and the
truth He spake from the Father.

"Whosoever shall be ashamed of Me, and of My toords ..
the Son of Man also shall be ashamed of him, when He comet

in the glory of His Father "* said the Lord in connection with Wt
call to the Cross as recorded by Mark, when He spoke of losing
the life for His sake and the go^l; and nought but taking ifw
Cross of Christ, renouncing "1 myself, and the soul-i$h life of
earth, can so sever us from the world, that we are not ashamed to
be outside the camp, bearing His reproach.
The Lord knew beforehand the "offence of the Cross,

and the offence of the message of the Cross, for the gospel as re

vealed to Paul is the"Word of the Cross." To preach the Christ

as a pattern Man is no CriMS, for His sermon on the Mount is
admitted by the natural man to be unsurpassed by the words ^

any teacher ever known on earth. The arch-deceiver of men will
even encourage men to copy the life described by the sermon on

the Mount, if they will but leave out the Cross, and the Christ, aa
the enabling power ; yea, even more, the devil can give the power
• Mat I VIII. W
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to outwardly, and seemingly, obey the laws of the kingdom, if
thereby he can delude the soul into accepting a gospel that omits
the Atoning Cross of Jesus Christ.
To preach a gospel of the Christ and His Cross, with peace
iilone through the blood of the Cross, and a Cross that speaks of
separation from the world, and claims an absolute entire surrender

to the Man of Calvary, will mean in truth a losing, or renouncing,
of the soul-life, for in preaching such a gospel eis this, the soul-ish
life with its love of the glory of men, is lost for the sake of the
Christ and His gospel.
The Cross dai]y.
"Let him Jeny himself and take up his cross Jcdly . . for who
soever would save his life (soul) shall lose it."—Luke ix. 23, 24.

Just aa the Apostle Paul said "always hearing about in the
body the dying of Jesus," so the Lord said. Daily !
We have seen in the writings of Paul that there is a union
with Christ's death which admits us into a new sphere of life,

whence we look hack upon the Cross cts a gulf fixed between us and
the past; and we have seen also a continuous conformity to the
death of Christ, which is a necessary condition for the ever increasing
memifestation of the power of the resurrection in reeJity.
In harmony with this after-revealed gospel to Paul, the Lord
Christ bids His followers take the Cross daily. Daily we must
definitely account that we are crucified with Christ, and arm our
selves with the mind of the crucified Jesus—becoming obedient
unto death. Daily must there he the deliberate losing of the soul-ish
life, that we may exchange it for the life of the Lord Himself.

Daily we must he willing to he led into fuller conformity to His
death, not making for ourselves a cross, hut quickly yielding to the
"Cross in the way."

The Cross of Calvary.
Daily ! Daily! Daily ! the Lord calls to the Cross, if His
children are truly to be His crucified messengers to a needy world.
The Cross and its claims.

If any man cometh unto Me, and hatcth not his own father ^, .
mother . . wife . . children . . brethren . . sisters,

yea, and his oion life, also he CANNOT be my disciple . .
Whosoever doth not bear his own cross . . CANNC^
My disciple . . Whosoever he be of you that RENOUN-

CETH not ail that he hath. CANNOT be .My disciple. Luke xiv. 26, 27, 33.

Unconditional surrender is the keynote of this entire passage,

for the absolute claim of God. as Creator and Redeemer, upon all

that we are and have, is graphically put forth by the CreatorRedeemer Himself.

Every word is significant and unqualified. Father, mother,
wife, children, brethren and sisters, must each and all be yielded

to the Redeemer, henceforth to be held in the Lord,and for the Lord

alone ; and not only so, but the Redeemer claims the very life of
the one He redeems, for the believer owes his life unto his Lord
he is not his own.

Neither may he leave the Cross to the Christ, and think that
he can escape it. He must bear his own cross—i.e.. the Cross of
Jesus as it affecU his own life—and follow the Lord in His path
of the Cross all the way. Moreover the taking of the Cross will
without doubt lead him into places where he will learn that he has
no resources in himself, and he will be compelled to "renounce

all that he hath "* as of no avail to meet the forces brought
against him by the terrible foe.
"Renounce all that he hath." seems to be the summing up of

the claims of the Cross, where the Christ purchased His redeemed
with His own precious blood, but let us not forget that the believw
"renounces" all only to be given "a hundredfold, now in this
time," and "in the age to come eternal life."t
• Luke *i». 33.

1 M.ifk *. 29. 30, mtngin
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In brief, we deny—or renounce—ourselves, or else deny the
Lord who bought us, but if we have had the Cross of Jesus unveiled
to us in the power of the Spirit, our"own Cross"will be lost sight
of in His, and we shall joyfully reckon that the sufferings of this
present time, are not worthy to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed in us by and bye.

Child of God, the call to the Cross is imperative ; the claims

of the Cross are unqualified; the glory of the Cross unspeakable.
Shall we not heed the call?
Child of My Wine Press,*
Be poured out for Me ;
The vintage is ripening,
My glory thou*lt see.
Child of My Wine Press,
Be pressed to My Heart,
A little while suffering,
But never apart.
♦

*

♦

Press me! My Father,
Till it is indeed "Not I,"
A broken empty vessel,

0 use me. is my cry.
Press me beyond measure(2 Cor, i. 8)
But not beyond Thy heart.
Press me until Thy melting
Has made the tears to start.

Press me! The world is dying.
And longs to know Thy Name.
Press me, O press me to Thy Cross,
Until 1 must "Proclaim."

Press me. Thou rt coming quickly.
And souls are pressing in,

I press to share Thy triumph.
Thy pressure. Lord, must win.
M,M,
*

* See Title to Psalm Ixxxiv. "A Psalm for the sons of Korah." The word

Korah is equivalent to the word Calvary. "Upon Gitteth" means "concerning
the wine-presses." The Psalm was probably sung at the time the wine was pressed
out of the grapes.

CHAPTER Xffl.

"Hath the stumblin^-hlock of the Cross been done away}
—Gal. 0. 11.

THE PREACHING

OF THE CROSS.
"I determiiied not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified."—I Cor. ii. 2.

There is a spirit-given unveiling of Calvary, and all that it
meant to the Son of God,and to a dying world, which creates
in the believer a passion loegotten of the Cross, as a burning fire*
in the heart—an intense desire that the Man of Calvary should
see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied. A desire that be

comes the dominating power of the life, and swallows up, so to
speak, all personal thought of sacrifice or gain.

Such a passion is revealed in the life and words of the Apostle
Paul, and is strikingly emphasised in his letter to the Corinthians,

when he writes that he determined to know nothing among them
save"Jesus Christ and Him crucified."
What a complete self-effacement this determination meant to

him we little understand to-day, for Christianity has glorified the
Cross. In Paul's time the Cross wcis the "instrument of punish
ment of the vilest malefactors,"! it was "associated with all that
was most odious, contemptible and horrible . . just as the
word gibbet now."t
* Jer. XX. 9.

t Conybeare's note.
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Truly it needed a revelation from God to make a haughty
Pharisee glory in the Cross, and not to be ashamed of such a strange
gospel. A criminaTs gihhet the place of the worlis salvation !
No wonder they cdled him mad.
Nevertheless "1 determined," he writes to the Corinthians,

"not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ—and Him
crucified."

Corinth was highly cultured in intellect, but dissolute in morals.
It was occupied with philosophy, and literature, but it was sunk in
sin. Should he adapt his message to the Corinthians, and win a
hearing for the gospel by making use of human wisdom and know
ledge, must have been the question in the mind of Paul as he
pondered over the condition of Corinth and its people.
The Apostle might well have determined to meet the Cor
inthians with weafKjns of man's wisdom, for he had studied seculsir

learning at Tarsus, by some considered a better school than Athens,
and had been trained in all the Hebrew law in Jerusalem. Added
to this he was a Roman citizen, and could have taken a position of

authority, and met the cultured Corinthians on their own ground
in every point, had he so desired.
Moreover he knew—the sensitive clear-sighted man knew—
eill that they would say if he failed to do so. The message of the
Cross would be considered rank folly, and he himself be counted
but a fool.

The Apostle foresees it all, and in the face of all, deliberately

elects to put aside reliance upon weapons of the flesh, and deter
mines to proclaim the obnoxious message of a crucified Messiah,
casting himself entirely upon the Holy Ghost to make"the word
of the Cross"the"power of God," so that all who believed should
have their faith anchored, not upon "persuasible (or enticing)
words of man's wisdom,"* but on the power of God alone.
* 1 Cor. ii. 4, A.V. margin.
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This decision of the Apostle's shows us how absolutely he
sinks himself for his message ! How wholly he casts aside all
personal self-glory. Such messengers of the Cross are needed

to-day, for at the beginning of the twentieth century, we find our
selves face to face with almost the same conditions, as met the
Ajjostle in cultured Corinth : and God's messengers have still to
determine whether they will rely on carnal weapons, and on "u ords

which man's wisdom teacheth," or cast themselves on the power of
God to bear witness to the message of the Cross—a message still
as obnoxious to the natural man as in the days of Paul.
The preaching of the Cross.

"And I, brethren . . came not with excellency of speech or of
wisdom . . my speech and my preaching were not in per
suasive words of wisdom."—1 Cor. ii. 1, 4.

The Apostle had been describing God's instruments for
the fulfilment of His purposes in the world. Foolish, weak, base,

despised things, chosen to put to shame the wise and strong ; yea,
even"things that are not," chosen of God to"bring to nought the
things that are!"

And 1, brethren, writes the Apostle—/ came thus to you
with no

enticing words, no

persuasive words of wisdom."

As one whom men despised, 1 was"with you in weakness, and in

fear, and in much trembling proclaiming the mystery of God ;
and to my message was given the witness of God, in the"demonstration of the Spirit and of power."

Unless the proclamation of the Cross is borne witness to by
the Holy Ghost, it may even become a stumbling-block, for without
the illuminating and convincing power of the Spirit behind the
message, carnal reason may reject it to turn to "another gospel

which is not another"; or the mental light about the Croes may
serve as an opiate of conscience, and blinded ones may even ma

terialise the message, and adore the outward symbol of the Cross,
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and rest on an exterior form, for the adversary of the Cross knows
well that he can hold souls in his thraldom, under cover of the

"sign of the Cross," unless they have learned the true meaning of
the Cross by the power of the Holy Ghost.
Moreover the "word of the Cross does not require per
suasive words of man's widsom for the manifestation of its power.

The Apostle goes so far as to say that wisdom of words makes
the Cross"of none effect 1 "*

Does this explain the existence of so much knowledge about
the death of Christ, without vital changes in the lives of men ?
Can the Cross be made void by the preacher ? How awful the

thought! The God-Man pours out His soul unto death for the
eternal salvation of men, and his messengers make the Cross of
"none effect!" God forbid.
But how can the Cross be"made void" by the"wisdom of

words"of the preacher? It must be because"words which man's
wisdom teacheth," are scarcely possible unless the preacher is being

occupied with his words rather than with the death of Him Who died ;
and "wisdom of words" must surely draw attention to the mes

senger, rather than to the message, to the oratory, rather than to the
theme, to the servant rather than to the Master.

Reverently may we not say that the message of Calvary must
be the most sacred theme to God the Father, and He will not give

one shade of glory to men in the proclaiming of the death of His Son.
The story of Calvary must be preached to a dying world in all
its tragic awfulness, and "flowers of speech" as ill become the
message, as flowers around the Cross, if they had been strewn by
those who watched the God-Man die. Moreover the theme of the
Cross will not lend itself to rhetoric or poetic fancy. In brief,

there is no place in the Cross, either in its reality, or its proclamation,
for glory to the flesh.
* I Cor. i. 17, A.V.
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In Paul,as an object lesson,we see what conditions are necessary
for the effectual preaching of the Cross. The message of Calvary
must be proclaimed, by those who are willing to be crucified by the
very preaching of the crucifixion of the Lord.
The Cross must be preached by those who know its power,
if it is to have the witness of the Holy Ghost, and if the"word of
the Cross" is to be the energy of God to men. How the Spirit
bore witness to the proclamation of the death, and the resurrection
of the Son of God,we see in the Acts of the Apostles. The men who
had stood by Calvary, could preach Calvary. The men who had
seen the Risen Lord, could witness to His resurrection. It was
more than an historical fact to them, more than a doctrine, or a
fundamental truth.

I feel as if Christ died yesterday," said Martin Luther !
It is the special office of the Holy Spirit to unveil the death of

Christ to the messengers of the Cross to-day, so that it becomes as
real to them as it was to the Apostles. Then He will be able to

placard Christ crucified before the eyes of those to whom they are
sent, and the passion begotten of the Cross will cast out all thought
of the praise or condemnation of men, as with broken hearts, the

messengers proclaim the death of the Son of God as the only hope
for dying men.

Thus it was revealed to Paul, until he could only cry,"Woe
is unto me if I preach not the Gospel.' Beholding Calvary from the
standpoint of God, and Him, Who for the joy set before Him"en
dured the Cross, despising the shame," all pride is swept away,
and he elects to preach the Cross, even though the Cross he preaches
thereby becomes his own Cross, and he, like his Lord, becomes
despised and rejected of men.
The message of the Crou.

"The word of the Cross . . is the poiver of God."—I Cor. i. 18.
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The Greek word translated power in this passage is dunamis—

the word from which we get the English word dynamite ! The
Apostle declares that"the word of the Cross"is the dunamis, or

energy, of God. The expression signifies, not latent power, but
power in action. In the Cross of Calvary, God has centred* His
power to deliver a lost and ruined world, and the word of the
Cross" is God's "power in action" to eill who receive it, for it

has Omnipotence behind it. "I, if I be lifted up," said the Lord
Jesus,"will draw all men unto Myself."

But it is "the word of the Cross "—not words about the
Cross—that is the energy of God. Not speculation as to what the
Cross means ; but the pure and simple preaching of the Cross of
Christ as Paul preached it, taught by the Risen Lord Himself.
The servants of God need to face the question to-day whether
they really believe that Divine energy is in the message of the Cross,
or do we limit

and think that"the word of the Cross"needs

many words to
n it ? Is it not the key devised by the All-wise
Creator to unlock the hearts of men? "It fits me as a key fits
into a lock"said one, and this is true of every human heart, be he
heathen, or so-called Christian.

The message of the Cross has Omnipotence behind it and in
it, for it is the energy of God, not only to the sinner burdened with
his sins, but" unto us which are being saved." It meets the soul
at every point of life ; at every stage of spiritual growth ; in every
cry of need, and is never inappropriate or exhausted. It is the
power of God.
Antagonism to the Cross.

"Many walk,of whom I told you often, and now tell you even weeping,
that they are the enemies of the Cross of Christ . . who

mind earthly things."—Phil. iii. 18, 19.

In proclaiming the message of Calvary these words describe
those in whom the message will arouse active antagonism, so that
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they become its enemies ; for all enmity to the Cross, really has its
origin in the love of all that the Cross proclaims deliverance from I
They who love earthly things resent a message which offers de
liverance from the things they love !

It is true that the intellect is stumbled by the Cross ; yet the
antagonism to the Cross is mainly morcd, both in the sinner and in

the saved, for its message is only welcomed by those who desire
freedom from the bondage of their sins, and who hunger and thirst
after the righteousness of God.

Enemies of the Cross I The preacher aiming at "wisdom of
words" makes the Cross void as he proclaims it; those who cling
to external things find it an "offence"in its message of freedom

from the elements of the world ; but those who love the things of
earth are called its"enemies," for by their lives they place themselves
in directoppositiontothe very purpose of the Cross. Oh solemn fact!

Oh terrible thought I An enemy to Him Who died to save me from
myself, maybe whilst professedly His friend ; perhaps whilst even

a messenger of the Cross, making void the message, not only by
seeking glory for self in"wisdom of words," but by love of earthly
things, for all self-indulgence is actually enmity to the Cross of
Christ.
The renewing of the Cross.

"They crucify to themsely« the Son of God afresh, and put Him
to an open shame. —Heb. vi. 6.

Apart from the context of this passage, it is sufficient for us
to notice the solemn words, which declare that the Son of God
can be crucified afresh, and this time by those whom He has re
deemed, and who have tasted of the life He came to give to all who
obey His call.

The Christ has passed beyond the power of the world and of

the devil, and now only the blood-bought ones can re-crucify the
Lamb. This is said of them when—having partaken of the Holy
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Ghost—they do despite to the Spirit of grace, and choose to turn

ft,

back to the "defilements of the world" from which they have

|J

escaped,and thus put the Lord Who bought them to"open shame."
The warning comes in this passage of the Scripture of ih&
Tesponsibiliiy of light. The Apostle Peter solemnly says it is better
not to have known the way of righteousness, than to turn from the
holy commandment delivered.*

Oh that the Holy Ghost may so illumine the death on th«
Cross to every child of God, that the exceeding sinfulness of sin
may be seen in the light of Calvary, and a resisting of sin, even unto
death, be the mark of all the redeemed in these latter days, with the
deep sense that, for those whom He has purchased with His own
blood, all yielding to sin now is a"re-crucifixion ; a re-binding ;
re-nailing ; re-torturing ; re-agonizing ; and re-killing "t of the
Son of God,

"suffered for sins once, the Righteous for the

unrighteous, i

le might bring us to God.'T

"And one shall say unto Him, what are these wounds between

Thine hands? Then He shall answer. Those with which I was
wounded in the house of my friends."§ Surely we children of
God open His wounds afresh when He sees us shrink from the
fellowship of His Cross,and cling to aught in heart or life from which
He died to set us free ; or when in any way we make light of sin,

or do despite to the Spirit of Grace, counting the blood of the
covenant a common thing.**

Oh child of God, beware of the deceitfulness of sin. Take
heed that thou dost not presume on the grace of God, by yielding
to the least temptation with the thought that thou canst be freely

forgiven. See too, that thou dost not call sis by the name of
"infirmity," nor in any degree excuse thyself for failure. Since
Christ has died there is full victory for thee, but thou must walk

in godly fear before the Lord, and touch not aught that is to thee
the unclean thing.
♦ 7 P#»t ii 20. 21.

t Dean Vaughan.

+ 1 Peter iii. 18.

** Heb. X. 29, margin.

§ Zech. xiii. 6, margin.

CHAPTER XIV.

By His own blood He entered in . . having obtained
eternal redemption for us."—Heb, ix. 12.

the lamb in the
midst of the throne.
Behold a door opened in heaven .

"I saw in the midst of

the throne . . a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain."
—Rev. iv. 1 ; Rev. v. 6.

IN the Apocalypse we have an account, in panoramic form, of
the coming"or "appearing," of the Lord Jesus Christ in
that day when he shall be revealed from heaven with the angels
of His power, dealing in solemn judgment with all who have
obeyed not the gospel."
In the opening words of the booh, we are told that the revelation

was given by God to His Son Jesus Christ, for the express purpose
of showing unto His servants"the things which must shortly come
to pass" and '* He sent and signified them . . unto His servant
John."
The Glorified Lord interpreted His Cross to Paul that he

might proclaim it as God's message of love to a dying world, but
now He appears to the Apostle John, and charges him to write
all that he is shown. In the unveiling given to him we have vividly
brought before us the heavenly view of Calvary, and the eternal
consequences of rejecting the Lamb of God, Who died on the Cross
to bear away the sins of the world.

ir'
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The Apostle addressing the"seven churches"in the Name of
the Triune God,speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ as the"Firstborn

^

of the dead," taking us back to Calvary at the very beginning of his
message. Those to whom John is writing, are the loved ones of
Jesus, loved and"loosed"from their sins in His own blood shed

>f

on the Cross ;* but He rose from the dead, the Firstborn of many
brethren, and entered heaven as their forerunner within the veil.
He is there as the representative of His redeemed ones, who through
His death for them, and their death with Him,are called out of the
race of the first Adam, and are now of the royal race of heaven,
"kings and priests unto God," heirs of God, and joint heirs with
Christ.

The Apostle John then describes his meeting with the glorified

IVfan of Calvrv, when he was given the messages which he is about
to transmi' be churches, at the Lord's command. As he falls

at the feet ■ • i iim Whose eyes are as a flame of fire, he hears the
voice he once knew so well on earth, saying Fear not; I am ..
the Living One"; "/ became dead, and behold, I am alive for

evermore, t

This glorious Christ is the very same Jesus whom the Apostle

hid seen upon His Cross of shame ; the very hand that was pierced
.jovv touches him ; the very body he had seen in the upper room

at Jerusalem, when the Risen Lord showed His disciples His hands
and His side, is the same in the glory. His disciples had seen Him
go up int° heaven, but now heaven is opened, and He Who became
dead is shown to be alive for evermore, with the keys of death,
and of Hades, in His power.
In the messages given to the Apostle for the churches, the

Ijofd describes Himself again so tenderly to those in tribulation,
ij^e"which became dead, and lived again."X As the One Who

bad suffced, and triumphed in suffering. He bids them be"faithful
death," that they also might receive their crown.
* Rev, i. 4-6.

t Rev. i. 17, 18, maTgin,

t Rev. ii. 8, margin.

—
|
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The messages given for those He"purchased with His own
blood," the veil is again drawn over the Glorious Lord, and then
*' a door" is "opened in heaven,"* and the Apostle is taken up
"in the Spirit"to the very heart of heaven, strengthened by the
touch of the pierced hand of the Man of Calvary, to behold Him
who only hath immortality, dwelling in light unapproachable. He
sees the throne of "The Lord God, the Almighty"; hears the
"lightnings,and voices and thunders proceeding out of the Throne ;
and beholds the worship which day and night surrounds the Throne
of Him as Creator, and Lord of all ; the heavenly beings saying

"Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God, the Almighty . . Thou
didst create all things, and because of Thy will they were created. 1"
In the hand of the Lord God the Creator is seen a "Book."

The cup of iniquity on earth is full to the brim. The Creator has
determined that the fulness of time has come when the dispensation

of grace must close, and the era of judgment upon rebellious man
must open.

A proclamation is sounded throughout heaven, "Who is
worthy to open the Book ?" Who is worthy to execute the eternal
purposes of Him before whom angels veil their faces, and cry
"Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts." Not one is found
worthy in heaven, not even the highest archangel of God.
Then who shall open the Book? To whom will the Most

High God commit the solemn trust of dealing with a rebellious
world, since no archangel in heaven is worthy ?
And suddenly John beholds in the very midst of the Throne
of God Himself—
"A Lamb standing, as though it had been slain."—Rev. v. 6.

The Father"hath given all judgment unto the Son : that all

may honour the Son, even as they honour the Father."{ He Who
* Rev. iv. 1.

t Rev. iv. 8-11.

t John v. 23.

124

The Cross of Calvary.

laid down His life of Himself as a Ransom for sinners, alone is

worthy, or fitted, to execute the judgment inevitable for all who
"obey not the Gospel."*
The Lamb in the midst of the Throne is said to be "standing

as though it had been slain." The sacrifice made on Calvary's
Cross is, as it were, ever fresh and new, enshrined in the heart of
heaven,and vividly kept before the eyes of all the company of heaven.
The Lamb had "seven horns, and seven eyes, which are the

seven Spirits of God, sent forth into all the earth." In the vision
of the Creator's Throne, the"seven Spirits"are seen as"before
the Throne," but it has pleased the Father that in His Christ should
"all the fulness dwell"—"all the fulness of the Godhead bodily"
—consequent'-- in the Lamb slain as seen enthroned in heaven, is
centred the
s of the Holy Ghost; fulness of power ; fulness

of light and ion ; and out of the slain Lamb, the Holy Ghost is
"sent forth into all the earth," for He is ever proceeding from the
Father, through the Son, into the world of men, seeking to enter

hearts which turn to Calvary in self-despair and loathing of sin ;
ready to apply to each the power of the death of the Son of God,and
to possess each redeemed one on behalf of Him Who purchased
them with His own precious blood.
Xbe Lamb in judgment.
And He came and took the Book/*—Rev, v. 7, A.V,

He—the One Who had died on behalf of sinful men—He took

the Book into His own pierced hand, knowing all that it meant

to those He had yearned to save.
And the redeemed in heaven, gazing upon Him coming forth

again as the Lamb to fulfil His Father s will, sang—
"Thou art worthy to take the Book . . for Thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation/*—Rev. v. 9, A.V.
* 2 Thess. i. 8,9.
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■ And angels, ten thousand times ten thousand, took up the

strain, saying "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain," whilst every
created thing was heard saying,"Unto Him that sitteth on the
Throne, and unto the Lamb, be the blessing, and honour, and the
glory"for ever.

In this opening of the heavens to the Apostle John we see
Calvary from the heavenly standpoint.
The Lamb slain on earth, is enthroned in heaven !

The crucified One is the Glorified One. He is glorified as
the Lamb of Calvary, and as the Lamb all the worship of heaven
centres around Him.

All that is now unveiled of His work in heaven, shows that

all is based on His sacrifice upon the Cross. He is in heaven as
the Conqueror from Calvary, and as the Lamb Who prevailed on
the Cross, it is given to Him to open each seal preceding the awful
judgments on the world which rejects Him. The Father commits
the judgment to the hands of Him Who became the propitiation
for the sins of the world.

From this we see something of the unspeakable heinousness

of sin in the sight of the Holy God, and above all of the greater
sin of neglecting, or rejecting, the sacrifice provided by God for

the sins of the people. That the Lamb, Who loved the sinner,
and died in his behalf, Who suffered unparalleled sorrow and
shame in giving His life as a ransom for many, should now have to
open the era of judgment upon the sinful World, shows the impossi
bility of sin being passed over by the righteous God. The Christ
by offering His life for sinners, obtained a"day of grace"for the
sin-blighted earth, but now it is over, and He must abolish all

contrary"rule, and all authority and power,""and when all things
shall be subdued unto Him," then shall He deliver up the Kingdom
to God, even the Father.*
* See I Cor. XV. 24-28, A.V.
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As the judgmente fall, the terror-stricken souls on earth, need
none to tell them that the essence of their sin has been the rejection

of the crucified Lamb of God, for they instinctively cry to the
mountains, and the rocks, to be hidden, not only from their Creator,
but from "the wrath of the Lamb."

Ah, who shall fathom the depth of the wrath of wounded love!
Tbe wrath of despised and rejected mercy ?
The Umb as Leader.

, „ .,

*• The Lamb which is in the midst of the Throne . . shall guide
them/—Rev. vli. 17.

The Lamb slain on earth, and enthroned in heaven, is not

only the centre of heaven's worship, and the Opener of the seals
of judgments upon the earth ; but we are given glimpse after glimpse
of the Larr' the Leader in heaven of the various companies
of those hi
redeemed from among men.
The terror-stricken on earth know that they have wounded

the Lamb, but the redeemed in heaven know that they are there
because of Him.

The first group pictured in the "Living Creatures, and the
Fid rs" do not hesitate to own that they have been "purchased

nto God "* wtfr the blood of the Lamb, as they watch Him take
the Book, and open the first six seals.
Later we come upon another company described as"a great
altitude, which no man could number," gathered"out of every

"ation
and of all tribes, and peoples and tongues."! They stand
, ffjg Throne of God, and are said to "serve Him day and
■ Uf" and He Who sits on the Throne spreads over them His

"tebemacle," or the covering of His manifested Presence. They
those who have"washed their robes"in the blood of the Lamb ;
j Who for the joy set before Him endured the Cross, Himself
es their Shepherd, to lead them on unto ever fresh fountains
w of lifo- Their sufferings are over, and God Himself wipes
gt watei
.1..r* from their eyes,
all to
» pev. V. 9, A.V. and R.V.

1 See Rev. vii. 9-17.
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Once more we see the Lamb standing at the head

company, this time a definite number * They are ^so
as those who have been"purchased ouf of the earth,

P

from among men," and who follow the Lamb whithers
goeth."
The Lamb as Warrior.

"TTiese shall war against the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcom

them."—Rev. xvii. 14.

^

Judgment after judgment has fallen upon the
seals have been opened, and the trumpets of woe sound •
iniquity has waxed worse and worse, until even in heaven a
from the four horns of the golden altar has cried to God o
geance.t

"The horns of the golden altar, in the Old Testament
received the blood of the sacrifice offered on the brazen altar, an

from the golden horns the voice of blood cried to God to
but now the voice cries for the letting loose of the powers
judgment."!

"The implication is that [on earth] God's appointed way of
forgiveness has been set aside ; that the Divine system of gracmus
atonement, and salvation, heis been rejected." "Mankind in their

guilt have blasphemously pronounced against God's plan of re
conciliation, and the wickedness of earth has risen so high, especially

in point of antagonism to the Cross . . that the altar itself,
which otherwise cries only for mercy, is forced into a cry of
vengeance."!

Picture after picture of the terrible doings of rebellious men,

working as instruments of the Satanic powers,follow, with glimpses
of some who come"victorious"out of the sinful strife, until again
we see the Lamb as Leader, and this time of a host of warriors.
The"abominations of the earth" have culminated in the mystery
* Rev. xiv. 1-4.

t Rev. ix. 13.

t Seiss.
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of Babylon the great, drunken with the blood of the saints. The

rebellion of the powers on earth seems to have come to a head,
and is focussed now"against the Lamb." But the Lamb Who was

slain on the Cross is"Lord of Lords, and King of Kings." As the
Conqueror from Calvary, He is sure of victory, and the warriors
who are with Him in the last great warfare are those whom He has

specially "called," and "chosen," and who are "faithful."*
After this final conflict between the Lamb, and all that is

against God, and His Anointed, a voice of a great multitude in
heaven, as the voice of many waters, is heard saying—
"The Lord our God, the Almighty reigneth.—"Rev. xix. 6.
"Let us give the glory unto Him : for the mirriage of the Lamb
is come.' —Rev. xix. 7.

The Christ W!

^nquered on the Cross, and waited whilst

His purchased ones we.. Vig called out of all nations ; has now
finally triumphed, and put down all authority and power under
His feet.

The hour is drawing nigh when the supreme purpose for which

He gave His life, is to be fulfilled, for He"loved the church and

gave Himself up for it .. that He might present the church to
Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing."t Now it is"given unto her that she should array herself
in fine linen, bright and pure, for the fine linen is the righteous
acts of the saints."
Once more the heaven opens,+ and there comes forth the Man

of Calvary, with eyes as a flame of fire, and the armies following
Him were clothed in fine linen, white and pure. He comes forth
to take final possession of the conquered earth, over which He now

must reign. T^e devil is bound for the thousand years, and the
kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and His
Christ, and they who are the king-priests, redeemed from among
men, '* mign with Him the thousand years."§
• Rev. xvii. 14. tEph.v. 25-27. t Rev. xix. 11-12. §Rev. xx. 1-6.
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After these things the Apostle gazes on into eternity ; beyond
the Judgment of the great white Throne, and the destruction of the

last enemy—death. He is shown in vision the Bride-City coming
down from God,"made ready as a bride adorned for her husband."*

The first heaven, and the first earth have passed away. "He that
sitteth on the Throne said. Behold I make all things new," and

now"they are come to pass." Shall Calvary be forgotten ? Nay.
The Name of Him Who became dead, and lived again, is still
THE LAMB.
All other names revealing various aspects of Christ are now
not needed in the full vision of His glory. They are merged in
this Name which is above every Name. The Name which unto

the"ages of the ages," will keep ever fresh and clear, before the
company of heaven, that marvellous hour in the annals of time

when the Only Begotten of the Father visited the earth, and on a
Cross laid down His life for those whose light is now ** clear as
crystal, and who shine as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
The names of the chosen Apostles who continued with Him
in His temptations on earth, are engraved on the "foundations"

of the Bride-City, for they laid the foundation of the Church, as
they proclaimed the word of the Cross in the face of the scorn,
and rebellion of men. None are in the Bride-City save those whose
names are wntten in the book of life of the Lamb that hath been

slam from the foundation of the world.'^t They who gloried in
His Cross, and accepting life through His death, were conformed
to the image of the Lamb.

"And I saw no temple therein : for the Lord God the Almighty, and
the Lamb, are the temple thereof . .**

•' the throne of God and the Lamb shall '""'P
be therein ; and His ser • •"
vants shall do Him service ; and they shall see His face."t

* Rev. xxi. 2. t Rev. xiii. 8. Rev. xxi. 27. t Rev. xxi. 22. 23. Rev. xxii. 3. 4.

APPENDIX.
EXTRACTS.

I.

The Cross of Christ.

"What can it be that both In the personal experience of believers, in the

life of the Church at large, in the work of the Church in the world, the joy and
power of the Holy Spirit is so little known ?
"May it not be that the true cross, not only the cross that is trusted in, but
the cross that is borne and experienced in crucifixion power . . is not known
and accepted ?

"It is the great need of t!
flesh preached, and the cross of ■

;h of our day to have the crucifixion of the
restored to its place."

"To the Church of Christ has been committed the sacred trust of lifting up
His cross in the world, honouring it, preaching it, specially bearing and living it."
"Instead of deluding men with the idea that the worldly mind can be coaxed

or argued into the acceptance of the cross, the Gospel comes boldly to preach a
cross which is to show men the innate enmity of their heart against God."

"If God's servants will but seek to know . . what God's thoughts are
about the cross . . they will believe in its sufficiency to break its own way into
the heart . . they will see the need of being led by God Himself into the mysteries
of the cross through a life crucified with Christ."

«

"The cross, the cross alone, the cross borne and experienced in its power
to slay, is the only path to the throne or the Spirit of God."
"Believer, you have the Spirit of the Living God dwelling in you. All we

tell you of the cross and the crucified life, and the crucifixion of the flesh, is not to

tell you what you are to do, but what you may expect the Holy Spirit to do in you."
"The cross is the greatest of all mysteries, their sum and centre. The

f mystery of death and life, death reigning, death conquer^, and made the gateway
i of life eternal. The mystery of redemption—the cross with its sin and shame made

the power that conquers the sinner.
"The cross is God s judgment on sin. God has condemned the flesh and

the world to the cross: in union with Christ I have accepted__the sentence, and in

the power of Christ's life, I live as one crucified with Him."
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"It was in and through the crucifixion spirit that Christ's saving power
was revealed. That spirit and that power dwelt in Him as a disposition, a life
principle. Now He is in heaven. His saving power acts in no other way—^as aTTfe*

iprinciple taking possession of His saints, and working through them.'

I

"The cross and the Spirit Mc^eguajly.the po\ver„pf.Gp(l, but the cross is

the hiding place~6ffKat power, and, therefore, it is called the weakness of God, and
the foolishness of God. No man would have thought of seeking there for the power."

"We are to participate in all that the cross and its death implies. Our
share in the atonement of the cross is to be tested by our feUoioship with it—our
delight in sharing its disposition."

"It is easy for man's wisdom to win men to a cross that leaves them un'crucified."—Rev. Andrew Murray, D.D.

I.

11.

The Two Sides of the Cboss.

- ✓
"TTe crucified Christ is the living Christ. The living Christ is He that
y\ was crucified. The two sides of the truth must ever be held in their blessed unitv
I Without the death there never had been the Resurrection life ; without the Cr

\ond its shame never the Throne and its glory. Even as these two are united"^
'Christ, we need to hold both fast in our knowl^ge and experience. Lac\ of
f into and surrender to the power of the Cross, must make our experience of the jL'f
( defective. The attempt to believe in the Cross, to bear it, and know all its wond

saving power,will equally fail, except sought in the faith and the joy of a li*^""^
Saviour and His personal love and fellowship.

It is not many years ago since the preaching of the resurrection lif
to many like a new revelation. The message of a living Christ ever with
*^"16
all for us. Himself our salvation and the surety that all His Cross had wo
be ours, filled the heart with a joy and hope unknown before. And yet th^
was not always realised. And the question has arisen, what hinders the ^ "Ope
I our faith in Him Whom we know to be the living and Glorified One?

Power of

'points back to some form in which the spirit of the world secretly as
May it not be that the only way, the Divine way, in which the world
k
quered has been forgotten the way of the Cross,"by which the world i
unto me and I unto the world.

(Galatians vi. 14).

® '^"^ciflej

Christ crucified is the Power of God. When His disciples meet th
with the plain declaration. Regard us as men whom in our Lord you have c^
who are now crucified to you,and whose glory it is that we are crucified witC'fi^''^'

then the power that wrought in Paul may be expected to work in us. rvi

the inmost sanctuary in the life of Christ ; His death the gate of glory,

^'®ry Jj

Let us yield ourselves afresh to Him Who was dead, and lives for.,

to impart to us in full measure the double^l^sisSt never to be separated^?'"*^PTe,
iujyhich the pmyer of death to sin an^Ke^'prld eyer works, a^ a death
Jjfeever the entrance into a deeper life.—Rev. Andrew Murray, D.D.
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III.
Deliverance from the self-life.

There are three steps : the Cross, the Spirit, the contemplation of the risen
Christ. May we take them now : may the Spirit of Cod reveal to each one this
blessed secret.
tt i
i . •
First the Cross . . On the cross Jesus Christ offered a substitutionary

sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. But there is a second meaning significant
in the cross. Turn to Romans viii. 3, 4 ; "What the law could not do in that it

was weak through the flesh, God sending Idis own Son in the likeness of sinful fl«h,
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh ; that the righteousnras of the law might
be fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit.' God sent His
own ^n in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin. "For sin"is substitutionary,

"/n the likeness of sinful flesh"is the reference of the cross to sanctification. On
the cross God nailed in the person of Christ the likeness of our sinful flesh. I

cannot explain it to you more than that; but I know this-^that next to seeing Jesus
as my sacrifice, nothing has revolutionised my life like seeing the effigy of my sinful
self in the sinless, dying Saviour, I say to myself:—
God has nailed the likeness of my self-life to the cross. The cross is the

symbol of degradation and curse. Cursed is everyone that hangs on the cross.
If then God has treated the likeness of my sinful self when borne by the sinless

Christ, as worthy of His curse, how terrible in God's sight it must be for myself
to hug it, and embrace it, and '' "n it !
Oh, wondrous cross !
Christ and I are one. i

t is not all.
i I hung there. I came to an end of myself

in Christ, and kneeling at His cross I took the position of union with Him in His
death, and I consigned my self-life to the cross. It was as though I took my selflife with its passions, its choices, its yearnings after perfection, its wallowing, its

fickleness, its judgment of others, its uncharity—I took it as a felon and said :—

""ITiou art cursed, thou sh.ilt die. My God nailed thee to that cross. Come,
thou shalt come, I put thee there by my choice, by my will, by my faith. Hang there.
After that moment—you remember in Gaiatians it is the aorist tense,"They
that are Christ's, crucified the flesh with its affections and lusts '—after that moment,
that decisive moment in my life ; I have ever reckoned that my self-life is on the
cross, and that the death of Christ lies between me and it.
But you say :—"Sir, I do not see how I am to live like that. I shall always
be on pins and needles, always in agony whether this is self or not, and I do not
see how I am to live."
Ah, I thought you would say that I I said that myself, and here comes the

f the second point: the Holy Spirit.
"If ye ihrough the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall lioe."

And again : "The Spirit lusteth against the flesh."
It was by the Eternal Spirit that Christ offered Himself without spot to God,
and it is by the Eternal Spirit that the cursed spirit of self is going to be antagonised

in your life and mine. . . .
But you say
. " I am so afraid that if I am always dealing with the
self-life, it will hurt me. It will be like standing by a bier, and seeing death dis
integrate a corpse.

This leads me to my third point and I reply—and this is the beauty of it—

that whilst the Spirit of God in the depth of your heart is antagonising the self-life.
He does it by making Jesus Christ a living bright reality. He fixes your thoughts

upon Jesus. You do not think about the Spirit, you hardly think about self, but
you think much about your Lord. , . .
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O, man and woman forgive me! If is a very broken, broken way of putting

the deepest mystery in the Bible, but I can only ask that the Holy Spirit may make
you know what it is to have Jesus as the centre and origin of your life. The fountain

and origin hitherto has been self, has it not ? O,cursed self ! Barabbas, Barabbas,
to the cross ! The world says :"Not Christ, but Barabbas—sel}." The Christian
says : "Not Barabbas, but Christ."
May God explain this to you for His name s sake.

Reo. F. B. Meyer, D.D. (Address in New Yorl^, U.S.A.)
IV.
Conformity to Death.

Our part consists in getting down into the death of Christ ; His part is to
live out His own life in us, just as the waters spring forth from the fountain. TTicn
we shall know what the Apostle meant when he said,"Christ liveth in me." Where

,Christ thus dwells in unhindered activity, there will be steady growth, perpetual
5 freshness, and abundant fruitfulness ; and the life will be marked by ease and
J spontaneity, because it will be natural.

~

""From this vve see that ifis impossible to exaggerate the importance of under
standing the meaning of His death.

I into HisLetdeath.
us seeMay
that not
we are
not seeking to partake of the life without going down
our mistakes in the past, and our lack of spiritual vigour,
have arisen from failing to see the power of the Cross in the matter of our sanctifi-

cation ? Perhaps we have been tempted to think that the death affected our justifica
tion only, and that our sanclification was entirely in His life. And this may have
led to the idea, more or less prevalent in the minds of many, that having come to
the crucified Christ, having seen the Cross in its atoning and justifying aspect, we
have now passed beyond it, and have left it behind, because we have entered into
living union with the risen Christ.

I The apprehension of the fact that we were identified with Christ when He

died on the Cross unto sin, often produces most sudden decisive results in the
experience and practical walk of the believer. It cuts away abruptly from our former
course of life, and we tind a glorious emancipation from sin's power and service

But this effect, though sudden and immediate, is followed by a work which is
progressive and continuous, hollowing the first apprehension of the believer's rlenth

with Christ, and its r«^ts there is now a deepening work of assimilation
of heart
mrion oi ntait

and mind to the crucified Christ. . .

And as this work deepens, as oneness with the dyine Cbrlsi- U

and more an experirriental redity, so the life incr^s-tL living risen LTrdiiTani-

fests His power and ills the soul with His fulness. The believer^^e bftIhat is, the life of Christ in him-,s a life then that is ever springing up out of death.
—Rev. Evan H. nopKins.
^
The Atoning Work of Christ.

The word "atonement"' do« not occur in the New Testament except in

Rom. v. 11, in the A.V., where it is not an exact translation. The R.V. gives

"reconciliation, which is the correct meaning. The word "atonement" is

principally used in Uviticus, where it occurs a^in and again in reference to the
Levitical offerings. B^ even here, es a Bible Expositor points out, it is not an
exact rendering of the Hebrew word,^ but is an E^lish word "used to translate the

Hebrew words which mean cover, coverings, or to cover.'" R is "puicly
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a theologic concept...in theology a term used to cover the vvhole sacrificial and
redemptive work of Christ." Therefore, the Hebrm u^d gioes no idea oj
"at-'One-'Tnent" althounh it is true that the Cross as the fulfilment of the Leoittcal

typei, did bring about "at-one-ment" beluxen God and man.
"ITie Hebrew word rendered "atonement,

mrans

covering.

Levitical offerings "covered" the sins of Israel, until, and m anticipation oj, the
Cross "These," says the writer, "were the sins which God passed over

(Rom. iii. 25) until, in the Cross, Jesus Christ was set forth a Propitiation.
TTie Hebrew Scriptures make quite clear what is Gods meaning of what
translators have described as Atonement. The Hebrew words are quite unequivocal
and consistent in purpose throughout the whole Bible.
■ . i ij i
According to a Hebrew scholar, there are only three words in the Hebrew

which are used interchangeably, and rendered indiscriminately into more than eight
English words, viz.. redeem. Redeemer, redemption, ransom, atonement, deliver,
reconciliation, etc. According to Gesenius, these three Hebrew words may be

summarized as follows:

,

, , , /ov

li j

Goel (or Gaol): signifies (I) To redeem, bay bacti;(I) to avenge blood :

(3) Near of Hn, etc.

o, t- ,

Padah : to loose, signifies (I) To redeem by paying a price;(2) To let go;
(3) To sel free, etc.
Gopher (or Kaphar); si(I) To cover, to cover over ;(2) To over

spread with anything ;

In the first, this writer sa;

cover sins—i.e., to expiate an offence, etc.

.n every instance where it occurs throughout

jjjg O.T., it expresses the distinctive idea of near Kinsman, e.g., in Isaiah 43 ; 14,
25 and Isaiah 45, 22, the word 'Redeemer' and 'redeemed' is Goel in the original,
lehovah, calling Himself by this name, tells us that, because He was 'near of kin'*
t us He had the 'right to interfere on our behalf when the 'sale' to sin t took place
the Garden of Eden. God then became the 'Goel of the human race. He

J^Is Himself the Redeemer ; the One Who would, in due time, pay the redemption

rice and blot out the sin and transgression,
„ . ,
. ..
"The second word, "Padah" also signifying to_"redeem by paying a price,

but now including the "letting go," the "setting free of those for whom the price

1,,= Keen paid, is sometimes rendered "redeem" in English, and sometimes

. .. a l- ■

i^n^med'^and "deliver."

In the word "Goel" is the idea of the right to redeem, but in 'Padah is

not only th® right, but the "will and power to deliver.

The third word, "Gopher" (or Kaphar) is the one which is translated
"Aronement," as also Ransom (e.g., Ex. 30, 12 ; Job. 33, 24). Reconcile ^-g.,

Lev vi. 30; xvi. 20), Reconciliation (e.g., Lev. viii. 15 ; Ezek. xlv. 15, 17 ; Dan.
• 24). In i'
thought of "covering over" and expiation. This is the word
"h'ch so vivify holds in it the true meaning of "atonement." It "deals with the
^ riner of accomplishing the work of deliverance by the Kinsman Redeemer, Who
""''d the price to redeem, and set free, the one who had become sold under sin."
The Levitical offerings typified and foreshadowed the expiatory work of
jion on the Cross, when the "Kinsman Redeemer, Jehovah-Jesus, God

'
in whole
the flesh,
paidrace
the were
priceexpiated
of His own
precious
Blood, wherebyFrom
the
D®"'fest
f j},e
human
by Him
as "Propitiation."
^ onwards could be proclaimed to all men the message,"Repent ye, therefore,
j'bc converted, that your sins may be blotted out .. ."(Acts iii. 19). J.P-L.
-

...hv in Gen. i. 26. 27: v. 1 : ix. 6

Tsa liL

Luke iii. 38. Jas. iii. 9. Col. iii, 10. Eph. iv. 24.
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