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has been said that Christianity's greatest crime is

^^Khe withholding- of the message of light and life from

those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.

The love of God revealed in the atoning death of His Son
is news which should be spread from shore to shore. The
true Christian knows no greater joy than to tell of God's
grace to souls in need.
When Gipsy Smith was first converted, he became very
anxious for the conversion of his uncle.

He could not

broach the subject to him since it was not considered
proper among gipsies for children to address their elders
on the subject of duty. So the boy just prayed and
waited for God to open the way. One day his uncle
noticed a hole in the lad's trousers, and said, "Rodney,

how is it that you have worn out the knees of your
trousers more quickly than the other boys ?" "I have
worn them out praying that God will make you a

Christian, Uncle," said the boy !—and then burst into
tears.

His uncle uttered not a word but put his arm

round his nephew and drew him to him. It was not very

long after that both were found bending their knees in
prayer to the Saviour.
For the Christian who is sincerely desirous of reaching

the unconverted with the message of the Gospel, there is

probably no more effective method than tract distribution.

Thousands of souls have been led to Christ through
reading one of these "silent messengers," and it is im
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possible to over-estimate the value of tract work. In view

of the rich spiritual dividends it pays, it is amazing that
so few folk invest their time and energy in this work.
•m this all-important
'n
hope that
the of
interest
others
aroused
sphere
activityofand
thatbe
some
may
be inspir^ to engage in regular and systematic tract distri
bution, that this little book has been written. A consider
able amount of the matter contained herein has been
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Foreword

rHIS is a most convincing book, and I warmly
commend it to all who are interested in the salvation

of men. It could not be published at a more appro

priate moment. The world is groping in darkness and
despair and men's hearts are failing them for fear. This,
then, is surely the supreme moment to broadcast the
Gospel message. The rank and file will not read serious
books on religion to-day; life is too rushed and time too

short, and the whole trend of literature is to produce
something exciting and easily read. To-day this is
recognised, and the modern tract is produced in an
attractive cover with a catching title, and once having
captivated the interest of the readers the Gospel Is intro
duced and the Scriptures made known.

There are two things that strike me forcibly in reading

X
SS|;S

I
rHE religious revival of the fourteenth century was
due very largely to the hundreds of Gospel leaflets,

written by hand by John WyclilTe and broadcast

this book. The first is that God has honoured the distribu

throughout Britain. The Bohemian revival shortly after

tion of tracts among men right down the years: the
illustrations on this point are both numerous and con

translations of WyclifTe's tracts.

vincing.

Secondly, it is a task that anyone may

undertake. The humblest Christian can slip a tract into

a letter, the lowliest saint can pass on the Gospel message
in print to some needy soul. It is a piece of work that
everyone can do—it is service that all God's children can
render. The old excuse that tracts are unsuitable no
longer exists. The Victory Tract Club and other societies

are now publishing Gospel messages in most attractive
and modern form.

Some years ago a patent medicine was brought out in a
modern and attractive box with this slogan on it: We

cannot improve our medicine, it has stood the test of
years; all we can do is to improve and modernise the box
in which it is sold." We cannot improve our message,
it is eternal I ruth, but we can and have made more

attractive the "Silent Messenger" which contains and
presents the message.

May this book stir the hearts of many to begin in a
way to distribute the message through the printed page.

wards resulted, to no small extent, from John Huss's
Thousands were won

for Christ in another day by Gospel tracts penned by
Luther and Calvin, whilst those written in prison by
Hans Hauge were the means of winning many in Sweden
for the Lord.

The eighteenth century revival again owed a consider
able amount to the tracts which flowed from the prolific pen

of John Wesley and which reached tens of thousands in
Britain. The great spiritual harvests reaped in America
by Charles Finney and Dwight L. Moody were preceded
in each case by a widespread distribution of Gospel tracts.

It is. therefore, impossible to over-estimate the impor
tance of tract distribution.

Over 30,000,000 people in

Britain never attend a place of worship : apart from the
radio, almost the only means of reaching them with the
Gospel is by use of the printed page. Gospel leaflets,
as one writer points out, "can go everywhere. Tracts
know no fear, never tire, can be multiplied without end
by the press, can travel at little expense. They can talk
to one as well as to the multitudes, and to a multitude

—A.
vm

as well as to one. They require no public room in which
to tell their story. They can tell it in the kitchen or
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parlour, shop or tram, in the railway carriage or in the
omnibus, on the broad highway or in the footpath through
the fields. They take no note of scoffs or jeers or taunts.
No one can betray them into hasty or random expressions.
They can be the vehicles of truth, the teachers of all
classes, the benefactors of all saints."

It was through a tract tliat Hudson Taylor, the founder
of the China Inland Mission, was converted. It was by
nieans of a tract that Prebendary Carlile, the originator
of the Church Army, was led to Christ. It was a tract

which brought Prebendary Webb-Peploe—so well-known
as a Keswick Convention speaker—to the Saviour.

Through a tract published by a simple evangelist in
1936, over 700 found Christ as Saviour, and incidents

might be multiplied of the way in which *' the silent
messenger" lias been Divinelv used in all parts of the

world. A young Frenchman, who had been wounded at

OUR Lord's commission to His followers was very
explicit: "Go ye into all the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15), but
obedience to the direction has been very imperfectly

the siege of Saint Quentin, lay languishing in pain on a
pallet in hospital. He caught sight of a leaflet which

rendered. It is estimated that in Britain to-day over 70

someone had dropped on the coverlet, picked it up and

read it, and was soundly converted as a result. The

ised religion, and it is obvious that the majority of men

monument of that man stands before the Church of
the Consistory in Paris, with a Bible in his hand :

Gospel. If the condition in Britain is appalling, however,
the spiritual need of the world field is beyond human
comprehension.

the young man converted that day was to become Admiral
Coligny, the leader of the Reformation in France.

Coligny's nurse, a Sister of Mercy read the tract as It
lay on his bed. She gave it to the Lady Abbess, who
was also converted through it and fled from France to
the Palatinate. There she met and married a young
Hollander. The influence she exercised upon her husband reacted upon the whole continent of Europe, for he

was Wilham of Orange, who became the champion of
hberty and Protestantism in the Netherlands.
"The silent messenger" is therefore, a factor which

andbv the
followingof P^ffcs
tell somethmg of the work done
the medium
the printed
page

per cent, of the population is outside the orbit of organ
and women know practically nothing of Christ or the

Moreover, the sense of personal accountability for their
fellows seems almost completely absent from most
Christians. Indeed, the tide of evangelistic fervour was

probably never at a lower ebb. "In the first centuries,"
says Dean Farrar, "every Christian looked on it as a
part of his life to be God's missionary, and for centuries
the church produced men like Boniface and Columban.
Then, for a thousand years, the darkness was only broken
here and there by a man like St. Louis of France or
St. Francis of Assisi." But to-day, concern for the un

converted is conspicuous by its absence. Yet, if the light
is to be brought to those who sit in darkness and the
shadow of death, it must be by God's people.
The very need of the world around constitutes a chal

lenge and emphasises the Christian's responsibility.
Raymond Lully, the famous Arabic scholar, who was
11
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stoned to death at ISugfia in Africa in 1314, was once a
wealthy man who had tasted freely of the pleasures of
life. But, catcliing- a glimpse of the purpose of the

street is more interested in the personal testimony of the
ordinary man tlian in the oratory of the pulpit. "Personal
evangelism is a collision of souls," says Dr. Samuel
Zwemer. "It is the terrific impact of personalities." If
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Master, he resigned everything in order to carry the
(lospel to the Saracens—tlie first missionary to the
Moslems. Sufiering imprisonment, scourging, and
finally death, he willingly gave all for Christ. David
Brainerd in the wild forests of America; Hans Egeda,

braving the icy mountains of Greenland ; Adoniram Jud-

son, cheerfully bearing torture in a Burmese prison;
Francis Xavier, wearing himself out in the Far East; all
witness to the constraining power of the love of Christ.
How are we responding to the call to-day ? Not all
are called to go abroad .'is missionaries, and for those

of us who are not, there is a great need on our own
doorstep. Are we meeting the need ? Or are we eating
our morsel alone ? (Job 31 ; 17.) The very shortness
of the time lends urgency to the need, and none of God's

500 Christians resolved to win three souls for Christ each

year, and if each of their converts adopted the same
resolution, in nine years there would be 1,310,720,000
converts.

The most effective form of personal evangelism is un
questionably

the

distribution of the printed

page.

"Leaflet evangelism," says one writer, "requires no
rented buildings, no costly cars, no 'bus or railway
tickets to reach its audience.

Leaflets travel cheaply.

They work day and night.
They have free access to
homes, prisons, and hospitals, at all hours. They reach
audiences untouched by any other Gospel endeavour.
There is no limit to the dynamic power invested in the
ministry of tract evangelism.'' Tract distribution, more

people can evade the responsibility. The need is obvious :

over, banishes lethargy and apatliy, and deepens spiritual

how can it be met ?

zeal and earnestness in the distributor.

The metropolis and many of the larger cities in this
country have been the scene of big evangelistic campaigns.
The U.S.A. has been swept by movements designed to

preaching, provided himself with a supply of tracts and

attract youth. Thousands have been gathered at mon
ster rallies in unique circumstances in various countries.
But mass evangelism is limited in its power to reach the

from twenty-two persons saying that they had been led

unsaved.

As Savonarola and many of the same ilk since have
clearly demonstrated, it is dimcult to supersede open-air

preaching as a medium for reaching the average man. If

A ticket agent, who confessed himself incapable of
gave one with each ticket he sold. In five years, he had
given away £50 worth of tracts and had received letters

to the Saviour through reading the tracts.
A bargee was persuaded to attend a service at which

D. L. Moody was preaching. He was quite unimpressed
by the sermon, but as he left, he was given a leaflet in

the preaching is efficient and well-considered and is under

which he read the words "Him tJiat cometh to Me,I will

the power of the Holy Spirit, il will be cfTective in reaching

in no wise cast oat."

heart and conscience.

after, and was again handed a tract, in which the words

A more popular medium nowadays—in America at
least—IS the radio, but the restrictions on broadcasting
m this country aflord little opportunity for any but a few
favoured ones to tell the glad news in this way.
Of all methods, that of personal work is undoubtedlv

most prominently emphasised were: "Him that cometh
to Me, I will in no wise cast out." As his barge slowly
made its way up the canal, a canoe passed him and the
occupant threw a booklet on board the barge. He picked
it up and the first words his eyes lighted upon were,

the most effective. "We are more in need of those wlio
can talk about religion than of those who can preach

about It," declared Dr. James .Stalker. The man in the

He attended another service soon

"Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out."

The next morning, he collected a letter from his wife

from the post office. In it, she remarked that she had
been to a meeting and had been extremely impressed by
B
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the address, which was based upon the text, "Hivi that

Cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out." The singular
coincidence so wrought upon the conscience of the bargee
that, without any more ado, he turned to the Lord and
accepted Him as Saviour.

A young man, who had just been to his cousin's
funeral, was handed a tract by a friend. As he looked

at It, his face went white. On the tract, was a picture
of a man, with his foot entangled in a stirrup, being
dragged along by a horse. "That is exactly how my
cousin met his death,' he said. Conversation at once
opened up which ended in his conversion.

Such incidents—and how many times they might be
multiplied—are a testimony to the value of tract distri
bution as a means of personal evangelism.
A Sunday School teacher handed a tract to a man in
the street. It led him to Christ and, in seven months,
he had brought sixty others to the Lord and had started

rHE importancc^l" publicity in the commercial world
cannot be fully assessed. The far-reaching character

and the general elTectiveness of advertising make it
a very valuable asset to business. The effect of propa

a little church in llie district.

A brilliant young actor, on the way to the theatre, was

handed a tract by a humble old woman. He pushed it
into his pocket and forgot all about it until he pulled it
out at the hotel that night. He casually read it and then
re-read it. It so arrested him that, tiie next morning,

ganda in the political realm is equally patent, and the
attention given to public relations in both central and

municipal government is an indication of the importance
attached to literature in sucii circles.

he paid a visit to a minister, who pointed him to the
Saviour. Five months later, he gave up the stage and
entered a theological seminary. That man became Dr.
George C. Lorimer, the famous pastor of Tremont Temple

Nor is the religious world completely backward in this

matter. Religious cults of all kinds spend lavishly in the
production and distribution of literature—some, of course,
of the highest value and some quite pernicious.

in Boston, U.S.A.

Preaching might never have reached cases of that type,

The importance of literature is accentuated by the
amazing increase in literacy all over the world. Very

tributor. Here is a marvellous evangelistic opportunity

largely through the initiative and energy of Dr. F. G.
Laubach, phonetic key word charts have been produced
for over 200 languages, and literacy campaigns have been
launched in most countries in which illiteracy has been

but tract evangelism did ! Who shall say what blessing
results from the quiet efforts of many a humble tract dis

extensive.

In Russia, 80 million adults have been taught to read
since 1917 ; in China, 30 million between 1935 and 1940;

in Africa, 40 million will have been taught to read by
1970. A hundred million more adults read to-day than
could do so twenty years ago, and it is estimated that,
in 50 years, there will be 500 million more new readers.
15
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Dr. Laubach aptly presented the challenge to the

literature. Thousands of tracts are thrown away unread,

Madras Conference when he said, "As millions become

and it is often said that there is little evidence that those
which are read ever show any result.

literate, there looms up the staggering task of providing
them with enough good literature. These literacy cam
paigns are going to double the world's readers. In India,
where eleven out of twelve are illiterate, a mighty tide
has begun to rise. Millions will be literate soon—before
we are ready. In China, ten out of twelve are illiterate.

Millions will soon be reading before we are ready.
Ninety-eight out of a hundred Africans are still illiterate,
but it is astonishingly easy to begin campaigns there.
A billion people, over half the human race, will be surging
in upon us like a tidal wave before we are ready. Are we
going to give them that reading, or who ? Will they be
flooded with the message of Christ or with atheism ?

Whatsoever is sown in their minds, the world will reap."
In Britain, the black-out and the general restrictions
of the last war had the effect of driving thousands of
people to reading, and the habit has largely remained.
Are they going to read life-giving words, or sordid and
defiling literature ?

This matter may appear to some extent, irrelevant to
the question of tract distribution, but it is very closely
connected. Both in this land and in the mission field,

the Gospel tract may be the key which opens the door to
a wealth of pure, ennobling, spiritual literature.
Dr. Griffith John found eight churches in China, which

owed their origin simply to Gospel tracts. It was through
reading Martin Luther's pamphlet on Galatians that John
Bunyan was converted, and no one can estimate the far-

reaching influence of Bunyan's epic, The Pilgrim's
Progress. More than 150,000,000 copies of Spurgeon's
sermons have gone into circulation and, as one writer
says, I he printed page is deathless; you can destroy
one, but the press can reproduce millions."
Objections
Some have objected to tract distribution on the ground

It is, of course, possible for paper used for tracts to
be wasted. Charles T. Lampman, the editor of Faithful
Words, who is a prolific tract writer and distributor, was

once visiting an earnest Christian and casually enquired
whether he believed in tract distribution. His host flung

open the door of a cupboard, "Certainly, I do," he said.
"Look at all those tracts stored there." Two days later,

Mr. Lampman happened to be in conversation with the
man's wife. "I wish Tom would get rid of those tracts

upstairs," she said. "He has thousands of them, and
he hasn't given away a dozen in the last ten years."
Hoarding of that kind is certainly wasting paper, but the
incidents quoted later in this little book should be con
vincing proof that tracts distributed are definitely not a
waste of paper.

Some have claimed that tracts cheapen the Gospel, since

they present only a fragment of the Gospel message and
may easily give a misleading picture in consequence, but
this might just as easily be said of most sermons, and is
hardly a sound argument.

It has often been objected that the tracts which may be

purchased are usually old-fashioned and out of date, and
that recipients not unnaturally conclude that the Gospel
itself is old-fashioned and inapplicable to the present

generation of streamlined modernity and efficiency. There
may have been some justification for this in the past, but
the tracts to which reference is made under the heading

"Tract Production" (pp. 52—55) should dispose of that
objection.

The embarrassment caused when tracts are thrust

before people running to catch buses or trains is frequently
emphasised. It is true that the forcing of tracts upon
individuals in such circumstances may conceivably do
more harm than good, since the irritation caused may set

of the waste of paper. Paper is certainly in short supply,
and it is maintained by such objectors that what is avail

the recipient against the Gospel. Tact in distribution,
however, would avoid such difficulties, and if there is to
be objection it must be, in such instances, to the lack of

able should be used in more economical ways for Christian

discretion rather than to the work of distribution.
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THE PRINTED PAGE

Effectuality

telling of his salvation at the point of death and of the
way in which God not only saved his soul but provided

Tracts Jiave led to the Saviour people of all social
classes, of all trades, professions and calling's, of all
moods and temperaments. Tracts know no restriction as

to time or place, and make no distinction of country or
nationality. Some true believers maintain that tracts are
never elTective. Are they not ?

An infidel received by mail a tract entitled, Prepare to
Meet Thy God. In anger he was about to burn it, but
suddenly thought what a good joke it would be to send
It to a friend, who was also an infidel. The second re

cipient read the leaflet and was converted through it. In
turn, he sent it on to another friend, who was also con
victed and converted as a result.

A laundry worker, who often inserted Gospel leaflets

in outgoing laundry bundles, fell led one evening to put
one into a rolling basket, which would be used by the

girls in the morning. The next day, the floor manager
summoned him into his oflice and asked whether he was
responsible for putting the tract into the basket. On

confession being made the floor manager said, "Last
night, I came here discouraged and disappointed with
life. I wheeled that basket under the middle girder of the
pressing room, intending to hang myself from the girder
and to kick away the basket from under me. I caught
sight of the paper in the basket and picked it out. That
tract saved me from suicide and it also saved my soul,

for I have accepted Christ as my Saviour."
Another man stood in a quiet place. He had been out
of work for months and his meagre supply of cash was
now gone. He had had no food for three days, and there
seemed no alternative but to end his life. He was about
to pull out the cork from the little bottle of poison in his

hand, when he noticed a piece of paper on the ground,
bearing the words, If You Are Left. He picked it up and
read through the tract, with its message of salvation,

hope, and a future with God's help. He dashed the bottle
against the wall, called on the Lord for salvation, and

turned back from death to face life in dependence upon
God. Not long after, Mrs. E. R. Williams, whose name

was on the back of the tract, received a letter from him,

him with a job and a future.
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117 HILST it is true that tract distribution is a work
i/i/ in which all may engfage, certain qualifications are
patently essential.

The distributor must, of course, have a personal ex

perience of salvation himself. Without a knowledge of
Chrjst as Saviour, he is clearly not competent to present
Him to others, but if he has personally proved the delivering power of God, he is in a position to take the glad
message to those who are in similar need.

Since

conversation may ensue from the giving of a tract it is
eminently desirable that the distributor should be able to
give his personal testimony—and that not in worn-out

cliches but in straightforward, everyday language.
If spiritual success is to attend the work, the distributor

must be one with a longing for souls. Unless there is a
realisation of the need of the unconverted and a consummg passion for their salvation, success will not crown the
efforts. " I would sooner bring a sinner to Christ than

unpick all the mysteries of the Divine Word," said

Spurgeon, and his constant 2eal in the presentation of
the Gospel is still deserving of emulation.

The very earnestness which the tract distributor evi
When
handing a woman a tract one day, Major Whittle asked
dences often has an effect upon the recipient.
20

if she was born again. She related the incident to her
liusband on his return home that evening, and he indig

nantly declared, " Had I been here, I would have sent
him about his business." " No, you wouldn't," said his
wife.

'* Had you been here, you'd have thought from

his attitude and demeanour that it ivas his business."

Courtesy and politeness are vital in this work. A gentle
word or a friendly approach usually prove irresistible, and
even the most uncouth and ill-tempered respond favour
ably to such a manner. The rough, brusque approach,

cultivated by some good brethren, may not only court a
blunt refusal, but actually cause offence.
Tact and discretion are needed, not only in the mode

of approach and in the decision as to whom to approach,
but also particularly in the choice of tracts. A girl, who
was giving away tracts in a hospital, handed one to an

elderly man, who suddenly burst out laughing.

On being

asked the reason for his mirth, he said, " Why give me
a tract that condemns dancing when I've already two
wooden legs ? " The time spent in careful selection of
suitable literature for particular cases to be contacted is
rarely time lost.
It is always well to bear in mind the occupation of the
recipient, if it is known, and, where practicable, to offer
21
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him an appropriate leaflet.

In all cases, it is better to

have a single tract ready in preference to having to fish
one out of a batch.

Mixed with tact, a humorous audacity is sometimes not
out of place, provided that it is kept within bounds.
.Many may more readily accept a tract when it is given
with a cheerful smile and a semi-humorous remark. But,
if God has not gifted you with a sense of humour, don't
imitate it ! Argument should be avoided, but there should;

mere TO DISTRIBUTE

of course, be a willingness to discuss sincere spiritual
difficulties.

Perseverance and persistency are called for in all

circumstances. A tract, entitled Why Don't They Let
Us Alone ? given to an angry woman who had been

rather pestered with Gospel literature, proved the means

of arousing her interest and of eventually leading her
to Christ,

The work should be bathed in prayer, George Miiller
said : **On every tract we give, we should as much as

A 1 .
^

should labour in this service, prayerfully and believingly,
even though for a long time, we see little or no fruit."

George Muller certainly fulfilled his own injunction, for
he prayed for tract distribution every day for over forty
years.

On the practical side, the mode or dress of the distri

butor is not entirely unimportant. A slovenly-dressed
woman or an ill-kempt man is a bad commendation of
the Gospel and may prove a hindrance to the work.

Whilst ostentation and flashiness should be avoided, the
worker should dress neatly and tidily.
In the actual work, the distributor should demonstrate

a certain amount of dignity and decorum. Hilarity and
roistering, for examp'e, are ill-fitting to an ambassador
of Christ engaging upon a vital mission.
The work Is often unattractive and wearisome, with very
litt'e encouragement or reward. Sometimes indeed there

will be scorn and bitter opposition and even personal
abuse, but the one who is called to this work for God
must be prepared to face whatever ensues.

tract in any odd place where it may

,
c' y picked up and read seems a haphazard
me TO o Speculative value. Personal distribution is
normally far j^iore productive of results.

possible ask God's blessing. We should expect God's
blessing on our labours and confidently look for it. We

l^'^aerulisaiion may be unwise, the casual

Unusual Places

On the other hand, tracts found in exceptional places
have often been fruitful, Charles T, Lampman says.i
No place is too odd or out of the way for the Holy
Spirit to use Gospel leaflets to bring sinners into light
and liberty. A miner found a tract down a mine and was

led to Christ through it there. A sailor on the high seas
was sent up a mast some hours as a look-out. Time wore

on and he felt in his pocket for something to read. He
found a tract and was converted there. A diver at the

bottom of tlie sea found something white and, holding it
before his goggles, saw it was a tract, read it and was
saved there."

A gentleman went to his stable to see his horse.

On

the way he found a tract, read it and was saved. A man,

who became intoxicated while a passenger on an excur
sion boat, wandered into a public park to "sleep it off."
When he awoke, he found a tract by his side, read it and
was converted.

An infidel came to Christ after he read

a tract wrapped around a cake of soap.
A woman threw a handful of tracts out of the window

of a moving train. To-day, a prosperous church marks
23
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the spot. Another man took a bundle of tracts to the
top of a tall office building and threw them off. One of

the papers fell on a man's hat and lodged in the band.

Later, a friend, seeing it there, asked what was its pur
pose. The man with great surprise extracted it, read
it and was saved.

A tract slipped down a coal grating led to a woman's

conversion. Another tlirown over a fence was found by
a Scotswoman hanging out washing, and resulted in her
conversion.

WHERE TO DISTRIBUTE ?

25

Hospitals and Prisons, Etc.
Distribution of tracts in hospitals has proved extremely

fruitful and many a soul has passed from darkness to
light as a result of receiving a carefully chosen leaflet
from a hospital visitor. Patients will sometimes turn to
a leaflet from sheer boredom with their surroundings.
The hours in bed afford the time to think which is gener

ally lacking in normal circumstances, and an appropriate
message in print receives more thought than it would
otherwise.

A Wide Field

Replies to a questionnaire show that tracts are being
distributed in hospitals, waiting-rooms, cinema queues,

Stories of blessing are similarly related by prison
visitors who have the opportunity of passing on Gospel
literature to prisoners, who, with time hanging heavy on

canteens, market-places, housing estates, parks, trains,

their hands, have been only too glad to peruse such

'buses, factories, camps and billets, in house visitation,
village work and open-air services, at lodging-houses,
infirmaries and R.A.F, stations, among seamen, doctors,
railwaymen, gas employees, miners, industrial workers,
society people and taxi-drivers, and by post, in magazines,
etc. In fact, there is a field for everyone who wishes to

literature as they sit in their cells, and of whom not a
few have found spiritual liberty in consequence.

engage in this kind of work.

A newspaper boy puts a tract in every paper he delivers.
A man in a mail order business encloses one with every
business letter he sends out. An optician gives a tract
entitled My Eyes to every client. The proprietor of a petshop hands a leaflet, Would you leave the canary in charge
of the cat ? to al! his customers. A biscuit manufacturer

in Hong Kong inserts a brief Gospel message, printed in
Chinese, Japanese, Malay and English, in every tin of
biscuits he sends out.

Other workers have affixed boxes at boarding-houses,
railway stations, 'bus depots, gaols, factories, etc., the
boxes bearing a notice, Please Take One, and being kept

One day in 1942, a man stopped to distribute tracts at
the local gaol. He left several for Jimmie Alford, a man
who had been condemned to death, Jimmie read the
tracts and turned in confession to the Lord Jesus Christ

and accepted Him as his Saviour. He commenced
immediately to testify to his new-found Master and several
of his fellow-prisoners were converted through his testi
mony. He wrote to all his friends and relatives to tell
them the glad news and, even after his death, several
were converted.

Prisoner-of-war camps provided a marvellous oppor

tunity. Tracts in German and Italian were distributed
in many of them, and untold blessing resulted there
from.

constantly replenished with gospel literature.
A merchant in Philadelphia used to paste tracts on the
front window of his store. All day long, people would

The possibilities of the use of the post as a medium for
tract distribution are not fully realised, but some ardent
Christians have given themselves to this type of work.
In some instances, all obituary notices in local papers
are followed up by the sending of suitable literature to

pause to read the message, and at least one man was

the bereaved relatives. In other cases, mailing lists have

saved through the presentation of the Gospel in this
manner.

been compiled of invalids and sick persons and literature
is regularly sent to them.

WHERE TO DISTRIBUTE ?
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in the Open Air
Open air meetings are a favourite place for tract distri

bution, but it is unwise for tracts to be given out while
a meeting is in progress. If a worker mingles with the
crowd distributing literature at that stage, the effect will
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minds, "the silent messenger" may prove to be quite
welcome. Tracts with a title relevant to the occasion (e.g.
The Winner, How I Made a Fortune, The Five Card

be to disturb the meeting and to divert the attention of

Sharpers, for races) naturally have a greater appeal. A
brief comment as the tract is passed on may also open
the door to conversation on spiritual things.

the listeners from the preacher. It is clearly preferable
for him to wait on the outskirts of the crowd and to pass
on a tract to those who have been listening but are slip

Public Conveyances
If tracts are distributed in 'buses or trams, care should

ping away. The close of the meeting provides a further
opportunity.

Literature distributed on such occasions should bear the

name and address of the church or hall with which the
workers are connected, so that those who have been im

pressed may know where to go in order to hear more of
the way of life.

Closely analogous is tract distribution to cinema queues.
It should be appreciated, however, that picturegoers are
out for pleasure and the tracts selected should, therefore
bear this in mind. Leaflets with attractive titles such as

Are Yoti Enjoying Life ?, Clothes IVithoiit Coupons,
Real Happiness, etc., tracts dealing with topical events^
or bearing good illustrations, are the most appropriate.

be taken that no annoyance is caused and also that the

conductor is not obstructed in the performance of his
duties.

On a long railway journey, it is always better to give
fellow-passengers time to settle down and to read their

newspapers and magazines before producing a tract; but
after a time, something novel will be welcome, and the

distributor will probably find, not only that his tract will
be readily accepted, but that some travellers will be pre
pared even to enter into a discussion of spiritual matters.

The Legal Question
There are certain places in which it is illegal to distri

bute any kind of literature. In Hyde Park, London, for

The tract should be accompanied by a smile and a

example, the by-laws prohibit the distribution of literature,
the playing of any kind of instrument, or the taking of a
collection, but tracts can be given out outside the Park

pleasures is obviously out of place, but a casual remark

gates. The wisdom of the restriction is evident to any
one who is familiar with the type of meetings carried on

cheery remark. Criticism of cinemas and worldly

may carry home the message of the tract. A girl of 18
standing in a cinema queue was handed a tract with a
pleasant comment and stood reading it. She was so
arrested by its message that she could take no interest
in the picture. A few days later, she decided to seek out
the mission hall whose name was on the leaflet. Then she

in Hyde Park. If Christians were allowed to distribute

heard the clear message of the Gospel and was gloriously

restrictions exist, but an apology for an unwitting trans
gression IS usually accepted as a full amendment.

saved.

Boat races, football and cricket matches, processions,
etc., all provide an opportunity for the zealous worker.
It is clearly absurd to give out tracts when excitement

is running high—when a race is actually being run or
the procession is just passing, for example. But when
the crowd is waiting, with nothing to do or to occupy their

tracts there, political parties and religious cults would
claim a similar right, and the Park would be littered

with leaflets and tracts of all types.
It is always advisable, therefore, to ascertain what local

IS
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The Sinner's Only Hope. He handed it to a butcher, who
was so enraged at being offered a tract that he began
to curse and swear, telling the preacher to take his
message to some real sinners. He did not regard him

self as a sinner, but as an honest, respectable character.
The worker was so distressed at this rough reception that
he took his tracts home and decided that he was not

called to that form of Christian work. Four days later,
the butcher sent his wife to see him. To his great

surprise, the tradesman was dying and had only a few
days to live. He begged to be forgiven for the way he
had refused the tract, but confessed that it had wounded

/T is frequenUy stated tliat tract distribution is

completely ineffective and not worth while, but the

experience of most workers is a denial of this

A

zealous young man, distributing tracts on a Clyde river
steamer one day, handed one to a gentleman

who

remarked as he received it that he did not think' much
permanent good resulted from such efforts. "As a young
man, I used to do a good deal of it," he said, "but I
gave it up because I never saw any fruit from it."

"Well," said the young Christian, "I can only give
my testimony that, but for a tract handed me by a gentle
man when I was twelve years old outside a mission hall
I should never have entered the hall and been convicted

of sin and subsequently saved through reading the tract."
"Where did that happen ?"asked the gentleman. The
young man named the hall and the date. The older man's

eyes filled with tears, and grasping the young fellow's
hand, he said with great emotion, "I was that man

I

gave up heart soon after and have not given away a tract
for nearly twenty years. God forgive mv faithlessness.
Twenty years' service has been lost."

Initial Discouragement

H. J. Garland tells of a Methodist local preacher, who
purchased some tracts, but for a long time lacked the
courage to distribute them. One evening, he determined
to make a start. The first tract he offered was entitled
28

his pride. Now this fatal illness had come and he was
not ready to face eternity.
"As you are the only person who ever reminded me

that I have a soul to save all the years I've lived in this
town, I feel you can help me to make my peace with
God,' lie said. riic preacher told him tiie simple way
of salvation and had the joy of leading him to the Lord,
and the butcher spent his last days pleading with his
unsaved friends not to postpone a decision. And the
preacher, who had met with such discouragement at his
first venture, became a zealous and most successful tract
distributor.

EffecHveness

Miss E. G. Clarke tells the story of an old negro who
was once given a tract by a minister, who later asked

him what he thought of it. "Oh, Massa," was the reply,
"it do my soul good. I neber knew afore why dey call
'em tracks, but when I read de lil book, it tracks me dat
way. When I go into de barn, it tracks me dere; when
I go into the house, it tracks me dere. It tracks me eberywhere I go, and now I know why dey call 'em tracks."
A man got into a street car in New York and gave each
passenger a little card, bearing the words,"Look to Jesus
when tempted, when troubled, when dying." One of the
passengers carefully read the card and put it into his
pocket. As he left the car, he said to the giver,"When
you gave me this card, I was on my way to the ferry,

intending to jump from the boat and drown mvself. My
D

THE SILENT MESSENGER

30

IS IT

wife and son have died and 1 had no desire to live. This

card has persuaded me to begin life anew.

Good-bye,

and God bless you !"
All

ClasseSf, Trades
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The Pedlar

Harry A. West is now a well-known Christian business
man, but was once a pedlar. "Twenty-five years ago,"

and

Professions

God is no respecter of persons. His message of life is
for all—whatever their trade, profession or calling, what
ever their walk or social status. Just as wide is the
mission of the Gospel tract.

The tract need not be too urban for the farmer, nor too
troublesome for the doctor, not too expensive for the

pedlar, not too unpretentious for the actor, not too flabby
for the soldier, not too unromantic for the actress, and
not too sluggish for the airman. It is completely
versatile.
The Farmer

A keen young Christian, noticing that a farmer had left
Ills coat and his lunch-pail by a post at the side of the

road, slipped a tract into the pail. At noon, the farmer
came from the field to eat his lunch. He espied the tract

and proceeded to read it. God spoke to him through its
words and he was soundly converted. Years later, he
said,"I had been greatly troubled about my soul. When

I read that tract, it so met my need that I thought God
Himself had put the message there that morning."
The Doctor

Three times in three different cities, at intervals of

he says, "I did not know whether 1 was going up or
down, east or west, to heaven or hell.

I was a pedlar

going from house to house. One day I picked up a couple
of Gospel tracts on a front porch. Across the top of the
page were these words : Where Will I'ou Spend Eternity ?
I said to myself,'I wish I knew.' I put the tract in my
pocket and read it later. To my surprise tlie address of
the writer was only two miles away, and I could not resist
the urge to visit the man who could write such powerful
language. When I got there, I found him at the point
of death. It was embarrassing to ask him questions, but

he asked me right away whether I was going to heaven.
That was the turning-point of my life. It was just God's
work—that the tract did not blow away and that a poor

pedlar picked it up."
The Soldier

One Saturday afternoon, a soldier walked into a Forces
canteen, ordered tea and picked up a booklet, which he
read while eating. Presently he returned to the counter

and, producing the booklet, said, "Excuse me, but can
you tell me more about the message in this tract ? It's
what I've been seeking." Twenty minutes later he left
the canteen, rejoicing in the knowledge of salvation.

It was Sunday evening many miles away. An earnest
Gospel message had just been given and, following an

about a year, someone slipped into a physician's pocket,
without his knowledge, a little blue card, bearing the

appeal, twelve men publicly registered their decision for

words,"Have you a home in heaven where your mother
is ?" The first two cards set him thinking, but the third

him to decide. "An old man has been sending me small

came at a lime when he had just lost his mother and it

to-night I have taken this opportunity of publicly making

eventually led him to Christ.

my stand."

Not one of the three people knew that he was supple
menting another s work. None knew that any good came
from the card he dropped into a stranger's pocket. We
shall never know all the good that comes from this kind

of silent jpreaching, but we know enough to make it
almost criminal to neglect it.

Christ. The second was a soldier and he told what led

booklets. I've read all about accepting Jesus Christ, and

The Actress

A godly brother was led to go into a leading London
tlieatre and to give a tract to an actress whom he saw
there. About a week later, he received a letter from her,
asking him to remember her in prayer, as she was that
day going to take a most difficult decision.
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A few weeks later, the actress called upon him. "Your

tract led me to the Saviour," she said,"and I immediately
felt that I must leave the stag-e, but what was I to do ?

I was the understudy of one of the leading actresses of
the day, and under a seven years' contract. The day I
wrote to you asking for prayer I went to the manager's

flu Temperamenls

office and told him I was converted and asked if he could

release me. He was deeply moved and said,'Years ago.

and nioods

when I was a young man, I too came under the influence
of the Gospel, but there came a day when I had to choose

between my profession and Christ. I chose the stage,
and from that day I have not known what happiness is.
I am going to hell, and I dare not take the responsibility
of ruining you. I release you from this hour.'"
The actress, now a child of God, soon afterwards sailed
to China as a missionary.
The Airman

/

CAME not to call the rightet

repentance," declared our Lord,'h
of meeting the deepest need of the sinful soul.

One individual becomes so overburdened by life that he

to hear him preach and when an appeal was made for

contemplates suicide, another is weighted by years and
poverty, another is depressed by bereavement, another is
depraved through drink and gambling, another is living
in adultery, another is embarrassed by the finance he
worshipped, another is driven out of his mind by dis
honesty to his employers. When people are in such states

were truly born again and were regular attendants at the

of tension, the tract can be a convenient and effective
introduction, opening up the way to the .Saviour and life

services.

everlasting.

During the war, a minister was walking through the
Lincombe Gardens, Torquay, and passing a young man
and woman, handed them a booklet and watched them

reading it together. The following Sunday, they went

anxious souls to come forward, they led the way. They
Later, in a blitz, the young woman lost her father, and
her grief-stricken mother, an unbeliever, took it so much

to heart, that she took her own life. The young couple
married, and the young man joined the R.A.F. and took
a commission.

The intended Suicide

The little son of a Christian merchant once asked his

father for some tracts and then proceeded to hand them

One night, when over Germany, the 'plane in which he

out. He knocked at one door continuously until an old

was travelling caught fire. At 15,000 feet, the pilot
steadied the 'plane and the crew baled out, but the pilot

quaintly greeted her with,"Pardon me, lady, but I have

was lost. The young man was taken prisoner, but
managed to escape and, on his return home, was able to
tell the pilot's widow of his own experience of the
heavenly Pilot,

Who shall measure the ultimate blessing which accrued

from that "silent messenger" passed on in a park ?

woman came out.

His face wreathed with smiles as he

brought you the Gospel."

On the next Sunday evening, in a crowded chapel, an
old woman rose and said : "Thank God, He sent a little

angel to save me. Last Sunday night, in my loneliness,
poverty, and utter despair, I would have ended it all. It
was pouring with rain. I had lost both husband and son
and, after a long struggle, gave way to despondency and
33
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prepared to hang- myself.

Suddenly there was a knock

at the door. I made no move, but the knocking con
tinued until I was forced to open the door. There stood

a little child, with an angelic smile, who gave me a Gospel
tract. I could not keep back the tears, but poured out my
confession to God and asked for pardon, and He saved

MOODS
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on drink and gambling," he replied, "but now, with
God's help. I intend to do right. This is the result of
reading a tract, which revealed to me the truth that'The
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life.'"

In a few minutes, husband and wife were kneeling to

gether as she too sougiit the "sinner's Friend." The

me I"

The Invalid^s Treasure

One gets used to faces, even in an institution, and a
newcomer is soon spotted.

tract was placed among her private letters and often she

takes it out and enjoys the treasured memory it brings
back.

"Hullo, my friend," said the colporteur. "I've come

The Adulterer

to have a little chat with you about the things that really

The old man next door was no Christian : his ways and

matter. I wonder if you are a Christian ?" "Yes I

expressions left no doubt about the matter, but no one

am a Christian," was the sick man's reply. The straight

realised just how bad things were. It was a respectable

forward answer was so unusual that the colporteur was

neighbourhood and gross evil seemed precluded.

taken by surprise.

He was over 70 and had always resisted any approach
to religious topics, but one day, his neighbour offered
him a Traveller's Guide. He accepted it and promised to
read it, and the neighbour prayed earnestly for him.
Before long, the change began to appear. One morning,
he went off to get married—to his reputed wife ! They had
apparently never been married, although they had been
living together as man and wife for many years. The

"Splendid " he said, "What makes you so sure
about it ?"

"Why ! Don't you remember visiting me in the in

firmary a few months ago ?" was the reply. "You gave
me this tract." He pulled a very soiled booklet out of
an inner pocket. "It tells how Jesus died for sinners.
I believed Him and now I am saved."

Only a poor invalid in a workhouse, but he is now
rejoicing in the presence of his Lord.

realisation of sin had dawned upon him and he was

anxious to straighten things out, and accordingly made

this public beginning. "We could not get peace," he
Drunkard and Gambler

A tract, entitled Right About Turn, given to a man

who was a slave to drink and bad company, greatly im
pressed him as he saw the consequences of continuing on

said, "And we knew the cause: so we got married.
Then we sought the Lord together and peace has come
to us at last—the peace of sins forgiven. We were great
sinners, but we've found a great Saviour."

the broad way that leads to the destruction of body soul,

home and family life. He resolved, by the help of Godi
to turn and repent. His home was in the North of Eng

land, but his work took him away from home.

After living the new life in Christ for a few weeks, he
returned home.

He seemed so changed that his wife

scarcely knew him. He placed on the table a small pile
of money and .said, "That is all for you and the children."
"I hope you have done nothing wrong," said his wife.

"I have done wrong long enough in spending my money

The Bankrupt*
A believer was passing by a bookseller's shop in a West

Country town, when he felt led to ask if he would accept
a Gospel booklet and also display copies in his window.
The bookseller said that, since the 1914-18 war, he had
become embittered against the churches and had no use
for them or for what they represented. His god was

money. Several times he was visited, but was quite un
responsive.
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One day, a bill appeared in his window, announcing

vent this,

that, under a deed of assignment, his premises, stock

I took my fi rm's money.

MOODS

37

Naturally, the

moment. Rather than allow my wife and little boy to
see this happen, I have decided to do away with myself."
The listening Christian then pointed out that suicide
would only add to his wrongdoing and would bring greater

It seemed that the war had ruined him financially and that
he had lost the savings of a lifetime. His Christian friend

waited until the shop was closed one evening and then
prayed with him in his office. Next Sunday, he attended
a Gospel service and both he and his wife found Christ

After the sale of his assets, he was left homeless, penni
less and workless at sixty years of age, but prayer was
wonderfully answered. Work was found, a home was
obtained and life started anew. Later, in a blit;;, he was
badly hurt, but his life was saved. His son was killed
in a night crash, but God's grace sustained the parents.
The man is now a mighty influence for good, and said
recently.: "Your tract, and God's grace, brought me

AND

directors are angry and I expect to be arrested at any

and private residence were being sold by public auction.

in the after-meeting.

TEMPERAMENTS

I

pain to his loved ones. He urged him to confess his sin
and to seek God's mercy. He did so and they prayed
together. He felt sure that the prayer had been answered.
His new-found friend got into touch with the employers
and, after much persuasion, they decided to give him a
fresh chance. He was allowed to repay the stolen cash
in small weekl)- sums, and his wife was never told of his

dishonesty.

The manager of the fi rm subsequently stated

that he was an excellent member of the stafl" and had never

relapsed.
When the organist called at his lovely home and saw
liis well-kept garden and his wife and son, he breathed

sf)iritual soheiicy."

a prayer of thanks to God for the wonderful way in which

Embezzlement

another Gospel iracl was blessed.

The church organist was composing a new march and

sat at the console of the three-manual organ, finishing Uie
closing bars of the composition. As he was leaving, he
observed a young man in a pew at the back of the building
and felt led to offer a Gospel booklet to the visitor. He
received it graciously, and said that he worked in the
town, but lived some miles away.

As the organist stood waiting for a 'bus, the young man
came up and asked if he could spare lime for a talk.
He was evidently in deep distress and the Lord's servant
accordingly led him to a secluded seat and listened to
his story.

''j,h.

1
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He said :"I have had no sleep for six nights and am

contemplating taking my life to-night by jumping over
the cliffs. I liave robbed my employers of a considerable
sum of money. I bought a car, intending to let it out
on hire, but owing to war conditions, have been unable to
<io this. I have been proceeded against in the Counlv

Court and ordered to pay a monthly sum wltich is beyond
my ability to find.

Two payments being overdue,' the

baitiff was sent to arrange to sell my furniture. To pre-

. v'f
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volver, but it saved my life and the lives of my family.
It was thrown into a taxi, where I sat waiting for the

driver. I had a gun in one pocket and a bottle of whisky
in the other. I was through with everything and every

body. It was wholesale murder for my family and

a-

suicide for me. But when I opened this booklet, the first

thing I read was this :'Come unto Me, all ye that labour
and arc heavy laden, and I will give you rest.' A new
light dawned upon me. I came to Him and I see every
thing differently now, and I am finding a solution to all
my problems. Thank you for what I found in that taxi."

fill Times
£,V% ,*.i A.

Read in Hospital

A CAT can get through the raiiTrtge.or

A soldier stood examining books at a bookstall without

a gate. A draught can enter thrdHghgr^y^iole
or a crack in the floor. The evangeli#or Gospel
preaciier, being somewhat more substantial, often finds
no means of ingress into some difficult places The less

buying any. The Christian salesman, seizing the oppor
tunity, picked up a small booklet, Preparing for Parade,
and told him how the Gospel had transformed the lives
of men who had been held in the grip of drink, gambling

bulky tract, however, is sufficiently slim to slip in un
noticed, and the results which accrue are sometimes quite

and other vices. He gave the soldier the booklet and
secured a promise to read it.

immeasurable.

Many days afterwards, a Christian nurse visited the
bookstall. "Do you remember giving a soldier a booklet

^

Hidden In a Trunk

to read a short while ago ?" she asked. "Soon after
wards, he was brought into hospital and while he was

.Jn'c'"/""'®
he U-S.A as"
a marme. a woman slipped a tract intofrom
his

lying ill, he read and re-read the booklet, and eventually

trunk. It lay there for many months and travelied thou
sands of indes. Years later, the marine was doing- shore

decided to surrender to the Saviour and to get right with
God."

duty m Ins own country and, white rummaging tlirough

Ins trunk, found the neglected tract. He read this and his
conscience was aroused and he finally accepted Christ as
Saviour.

Pasted

on the Wall

A German colporteur tells the following story of the
fruit borne by tract distribution.

I revisited the neighbourhood where I had commenced

Dropped in a Taxi

A number of business men banded together to place
Gospel tracts in parked cars, each booklet bearing the
name and address of the sponsor. One was left in a taxi-

cab one day. Several days later, a young man entered
the secretary's office. With tears in his eyes, he took

the Gospel booklet from his pocket and said, "Do you

see this booklet ? ft is neither a cheque book nor a re38

my colporteur work, I had then been refused permission to
stop at a house overnight and had gone away after leaving
a few tracts.

I now called at the same house and found

the man reading the New Testament. On looking round
the room, I found that the wall behind the mirror was

papered with tracts. I called attention to it, and the man
said,"Some years ago, a colporteur called here and left
us a few to read, but I—" Here he stopped and seemed

to hesitate about saying more. I enquired if he had read
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them. "Not them," he said, "at that time, I did not
believe such thing^s, and I just pasted the tracts to the

J. Hudson Taylor, the founder of the China Inland
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wall."

"Do you now believe them?" I enquired. "Yes,"
was the reply. "Whenever I approached the wall to look

into the glass, I could not help seeing and reading them.
It was the same with my wife and children. We were all

led to see our sinfuiness and, from that time, we had no
peace. We commenced praying and continued till we
found peace with God through Jesus Christ."

He expressed the desire to see again the man who had
given him the tracts. Opening my bags, I informed him
that 1 was the man and showed him my books. I cannot

describe the joy he demonstrated. I stayed the night with
him, and the next morning he bought several of the books.
Why he had pasted the tracts on the wall is known only
to God, but they brought salvation to him.
Blown by the Wind

When Leigh Richmond was once travelling by coach
the passengers liad to get out and walk uphill Rich'

mond proceeded to give a tract to every wayfarer he

passed. One was contemptuously torn in two by the
recipient and llirown away. A puff of wind blew the
pieces over a hedge into a hayfield, where a number of
haymakers were seated. Soon they were listening to the
tract, read by one of their number, who carefully out the
I wo pieces together. The reader was led to reflection and
prayirr, and subsequently he became an earnest Christian
and a tract dislribiilor himself. Within a year three of
the others were also converted and became active
workers.

Found on a Desk

One afternoon in June, 1849, a young man of 17 was

at home on holiday and wandered into his father's library
for n book to read. On the desk he noticed a pile of
pamphlets and pickirt! up one to read. He found it so
inlerc-sting that he read it through, with the result that
he was convicted of sin and turned to Christ for salva
tion. Thus, througli the reading of that tract was

Mission, brought to the Lord.
On fhe Railway Track
Rev. R. I. Humberd tells the following story :"I was

travelling from Michigan to a place near Altoona, where
I was to hold a meeting. As usual, I distributed some
Gospel literature on the train, but with little encourage
ment. On returning home, an interesting letter awaited
me. Apparently one of tlie booklets I had given on the
train had been thrown out of tlie window in disgust. But

God stopped a huge locomotive at the very spot where it
had fallen, and Uie engineer got out to look at the engine
and found tlie booklet.

He read it and as a result, the

letter said, he was a changed man."

On a Soap Wrapper

Some years ago there lived an infidel who was so bitter
against religion that no one dared mention the subject to
him. The heart of a poor woman, who kept a small

grocery store, however, yearned for his conversion and
she prayed constantly that God would save him.
One day the man sent a boy to her for some soap.
With a silent prayer to God for His blessing, she wrapped
the soap in a tract, entitled Prepare to Meet Thy God.
Some time after, the man presented himself at church.

When he first saw the tract, he said, he was very angry,
but the title rang in his ears wherever he went, and he

found no rest or peace until he came to the Lord.

Nc; RliSTRlCnON
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shoes were worn out and his suit was threadbare. There

seemed no hope, and he came to the conclusion tliere was

only one solution to his problem, and that lay in suicide.
Just then, a little bent old lady stopped and handed him
a piece of pink paper. He thanked her and glanced at

NO RESTRICTI

its curious title, IVii's End Corner. "I'm certainly
there," he thought, as he read the tract. Presently he
came to the lines: "Only at Wit's End Corner is the
God, who is able, proved," and in sheer desperation, he
cried,"O God, let me prove Thee now. Help me !"

I ■

As he rose from the bench, the memory of an old friend

rRACT

;^Qrk.

Christians

flashed into his mind and he felt impelled to call upon

him. An hour later, he sat in a restaurant with his friend's

f/'".
irrespective of ^^eififence or status,
limitation^ or attainments. It f&ifVtie that some are
undoubtedly ^Uer;,.equipped;,.-thf^aviothers, particularly

kindly face opposite him, a good meal before him, a sum
of money in his pocket and the promise of employment.
Saved from defeat, discouragement and death at "Wit's

when the need for J^etebnKl-.w^j^ arises, but no one who

End Corner" through the old lady's tract.

IS desirous of b^ng: die^pel to others is debarred
from this service7^*''^Tvvis^^^

Replies to the questionnaire already mentioned indicate

that tract distributors include Servicemen, clergy minis

ters, city missioncrs, missionaries, doctors nurses
invalids, retired people and, in fact, individuals in

practically every trade and profession and in every social
stratum. Bands of young people spend their Saturday
afternoons m broadcasting the precious seed • other

workers set aside one evening a week for the purpose.

Old and young alike find a fruitful field of service here.
Two boys, aged 6 and 9 respectively, became ardent
distributors, and are still continuing in the

to-day. A man of 84 has been a consistent trTct distri
butor for over 51 years; a woman of 08 commenced
service as a distributor m 1882.

Mr. A. C. Smith of

Tennesse, aged 88, enrolled as a member of the' Victory
Tracl Club in 1946 and distributes thirty tracts per month.

The Young Boy

"May I give you a copy of this?" asked a cheery
young voice, and the jaundiced-looking old man turned
to see a bright young lad proffering a tract. Stifling his
first inclination to refuse, he took it. What Does the
Future Hold For You ? he read and, arrested by the title,

continued reading. He stood in the road and took off his
hat. "O God, save me," he cried. "I'm just a guilty
sinner, but Christ died for me."
The Suburbanite

(."omlng out of his home one morning, a Christian man
saw a couple just in front of him. The pavement was
narrow and presently the man slipped on the kerb but
saved himself by grasping the woman's coat. Her re
action was immediate: "Be careful or you'll pull me

under a 'bus." ".Mi well," replied her companion,"that
would be the end of all your troubles."

The Christian immediately seized the opportunity and

interrupted, "Pardon me, not all your troubles would be

The Old Lady

over, for the Bible says that it is appointed unto men

On the bench on which he had slept the night before
sat a young man, workless, hungry and penniless
42

His

once to die, but after this the judgment." With tliat a

printed message was passed on with a silent prayer for
blessing.
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The Telephone Subscriber

Mr. Marshall found a new way of contacting- folk who
would gladly receive Gospel literature. A week before

Christmas, his telepiione rang, but it was a wrong num
ber.
It may be that I am not the person you want,"
he said to the unknown caller,"but it may be that I have
a message for you if you can spare a moment." He then

proceeded to tell the message of Christmas and asked if
he might send her some literature. The name and address
were willingly given and some tracts sent.

Eor the next fortnight the telephone rang repeatedly.
Unknown callers said that they had been asked to con

tact him to get a message from him. In practically all
cases, he was able to give a brief Gospel message and
to secure the caller's address in order to post a supply of
tracts to him. Who shall estimate the possible results ?
A Tracting Church
Eor nearly fifteen years, Calvary Baptist Cluirch, New
York, has provided a "tract rack" in its lobby, which

/T is a common assumption that civilisation, of itself,
broadens the outlook, but this is not entirely true.
The more highly civilised men become, the more

complicated are their lives—domestically, socially and

is a section for children's tracts, one for foreign lan

commercially. In consequence, more thought and atten
tion are demanded by the circumstances and conditions of
their immediate vicinity, and the wider vision of the world

guage tracts, another for Christians. The tracts are not

in general is, to a great extent, lost in the practicalities

only available for visitors, but are distributed by a corps
of workers under the supervision of a retired missionary.

of the more local things. A worldwide outlook is by no

accommodates scores of different kinds of tracts.: there

means the inevitable outcome of a greater civilisation.
This is evidenced in the subject of tracts. To most

Sixty thousand tracts are distributed each month and £250

a year is set apart for the purchase of tracts.

people, the subject is limited to possibilities in this country

The Church is located in a busy thoroughfare in the
heart of Manhattan and, an hour before any service, tract

and particularly in their own neighbourhood. The uses

and potentialities of tracts for good in other countries are
completely ignored. Many instances, however, can be
given of blessing resultant from the distribution of
evangelistic literature among people of other nationalities,
and a handful have been selected for this chapter.

missionaries stand in front of the Church, distributing
tracts and invitations. Young people have a set evening
for street tract distribution and reckon to dispose of any
thing up to 10,000 a week.

Here is a ministry which others might adopt.

It should be added perhaps that barriers against tracts

and Christian literature are being raised in many
quarters; in some countries, indeed, such literature is

either censored or banned, or else heavily taxed. But the
Word of God is penetrating by prayer and personal
labours. There is a worldwide shortage of good Christian

literature, and missionary societies report a big demand
for good tracts.
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A WORLD-WIDE MINISTRY

The Influence of a Tract

Although not strictly apropos, the following is illus
trative

of the

worldwide

influence

of the "silent

An
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African Sinner

Mpuluta had three wives and five children and led a
happy life until caught in crime and imprisoned at

messenger."

Albertville on Lake Tanganyika.

Well over three hundred years ago, Richard Gibbs
wrote a tract called The Bruised Reed. A pedlar gave
a copy of it to a boy named Richard Baxter. Through
reading it, he was brought to Christ, and subsequently
wrote A Call to the Unconverted. Among the thousands
saved through it was Philip Doddridge, who wrote The

On his release, he secured a job repairing a section of
the motor highway under the supervision of local officials.
At Mutombo, believers gave him a little Kiluba booklet.
The Way of Salvation, which he pored over until folk
thought him mad. His family had turned against him
as a discharged criminal, and his old companions had

Rise and Progress of Religion in the Sovl. This fell into

the hands of William Wilberfcrce, the emancipator of the
slaves in the British Colonies, and led him to the Saviour.

Wilberforce wrote A Practical View of Christianity, which
fired the heart of Leigh Richmond. The latter wrote The

Dairyman's Daughter, over four million copies of which

no time for him. His only solace was in the booklet.

A missionary paid a visit to the little chapel and a
crowd of villagers packed it. Mpuluta, on his way home

from roadmaking, stopped at the window and listened—
and found salvation. But it really originated with a
tract.

have been circulated in fifty different languages. A lady

A Transvaal Native

gave one to an actor, who was converted thereby. He
became a famous American minister, through whose in
fluence Russel H. Conwell was led into the ministry, and
thus the great Baptist Temple in Philadelphia, the

A Transvaal native was in hospital with a fractured leg,
and a missionary gave him a tract to read. He responded
to the Lord's invitation and after a short service in his

ward one day he publicly confessed his sins. He told

Samaritan Hospital, and Temple College, with its 6,000

also of his desire to live for the Lord and to witness at

students, are all traceable to one leaflet placed prayer
fully in the hands of another person. Among the many
results that followed the original pedlar's witness, was
the opening of New Guinea to the Gospel through James

the compound from which he came.

Some of the other patients looked convicted as he spoke,
and the hush over the ward told of the impression his

words had made. One lad in a nearby bed gave evi
dence of blessing too and gave his testimony.

Chalmers.

Conversions in

India

The story is told of the son of a chief at Burdwain in
India, who received a tract, which he was unable to read.
Determined to overcome this difficulty, he travelled 250
miles to Rangoon and, in forty-eight hours, a missionary's
wife taught him to read. He returned home with a basket
of tracts, which he read to his own folk and, through this

Jewish Student in Lithuania
An earnest young man entered the Jewish Seminary at
Vilna, Lithuania, some years ago to study for the
rabbinate. During his second year, a stir was felt in the
college. Missionaries were distributing Christian tracts
among the students. A few read them secretly and then
announced their acceptance of Christ, only to be promptly
expelled by the authorities.

means, led hundreds to Christ. People flocked to hear
him and, in one year, 1,500 natives were baptised in

the converts. One day, he himself was offered a tract,

Arrecan—all the result of one tract.

which he scornfully took, just to demonstrate his ability

The young student was particularly contemptuous of
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to remain unswayed. But before he had finished reading
it, he was not so sure of himself. He returned for more
tracts, then a New Testament. Finally, he knelt down
by his desk one day and prayed,"I have found the true

' iVoi i. .
to a

Messiah, which is Christ."

Now this Hebrew-Christian is engaged in missionary
work among the Jews in this country—all because of the
effective ministry of a Gospel tract !

George MULLER had an unfailing confidence in the
eflicacy of tracts, and through his ministry, more
than ninety millions of pamphlets and tracts were
sent forth to countries all over the world. "The circula

tion of tracts," said Miiller, "is especially a work of
faith, as regards the seeing of fruit; but if you commit
the who.e to God, in believing, persevering prayer, then,

though you shall not 5ee much fruit, you will yet reap
abundantly at the appearing of the Lord Jesus."

Fruit is seen, however, even in the present day. Dr.
R. A. Torrey tells of one tract writer who, before his
death, liad received letters from sixteen hundred people,

saying that they had been brought to Christ through his
tracts.

"Sister Abigail" Luffe, a Christian charity worker,
wrote a little leaflet, entitled I Am Not Going to a Christless Grave. In a very short time, that leaflet had won a
Catholic priest for Christ, had reached a cripple with the
message of love, had saved a dying woman from despair,
had brought a nurse to the Lor<l, had touched a couple

who were contemplating suicide, and had brought the
49
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tion is arrested in the first instance by the story, but the

employment of a topical saying or " tag," a reference
to a current event or a national or universal circumstance,
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or even the selection of ordinary, commonplace facts, can
be equally as telling on occasions. Our Lord illustrated
practically all His points by everyday details and circum
stances, and the would-be tract writer would do well to
study the methods employed by the supreme Teacher.
Tracts are required for special classes of people as well
as for general distribution. Special tracts for the sick
and invalids, for children, for the aged, for prisoners and
convicts, and even for particular trades and professions,

rHE fJospel tract of the last century, however well it

did its work, was a soinewliat unattractive produc
tion, with (in many instances) its g-audy colours, very
poor illustrations, and cheap paper.
The use of such
literature, in the present day of first-class advertising,
would do more harm than good.
The dignity of the

Gospel, the worthiness of our Lord, and the character of

the work itself, all demand the very best possible produc
tion—both from a literary and a technical point of view.

are greatly needed, and call for careful thought and
planning.
The

" Cheapness " of style and vulgarity of expression must
obviously be eschewed, but stilted phraseology is as much
out of place. The art of writing tracts is one which re

quires study and diligence. The need of new writers is
very great and those who are prepared to consecrate their
literary gift to the presentation of the Gospel by the
written word will be amply repaid in the coming day.
Cleverness on the one hand, and superficiality on the
other, are alike to be avoided. A tract should spring
from the passionate desire for the conversion of others,
but should, at the same time, avoid sentimentality and
too much emotional appeal. Lveryday language and a

sensible altitude are essential, and there should obviously
be an endeavour to present the principal facts of the Gospel
in a reasonably brief compass. The use of a storv by
way of illustration is naturally very desirable, since alten52

Side

Small printing is worse than useless; a reasonable size
of type and an attractive, clear type face are both essential.
The productions of the Victory Tract Club, for example,
are excellent in these respects.
The shoddy paper on which tracts were printed a gener
ation ago was a disgrace to the Lord's work and to the

dignity of the Gospel.
Tract Writing

Technical

The general style of a tract is vital to its success.

A good quality paper—even in

these difficult days—is of the utmost importance, and a
successful tract distributor will refuse to distribute any
thing but the best.
An old-fashioned appearance Is disastrous. An arrest

ing title, a fitting illustration, and a good lay-out are half
the battle. The tracts illustrated on the Frontispiece—The
Wembley Football Hymn, Are You EnjoyiiTg Life?
Clothes Without Coupons, Guilty or Not Guilty? I
Wanted to Tell You—are admirable examples of how a
tract should appear if it is to fi nd a ready reception.
Taste and simplicity are exemplified in these cases, and
yet the tracts are eminently attractive.
Finance

First-class production obviously involves heavy expense,

which cannot always be reflected in the price charged by
the publishers of tracts. Too high a price would naturally

militate against the widespread distribution which is

1
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TRACT PRODUCTION

desired, and some measure of subsidisation is clearly
necessary. In addition, it is impossible for some tract

distributors to contribute the full cost if they distribute a
larg-e quantity of tracts.

55

Inspired by a sky-writing aeroplane, one worker learnt
to fly and then conducted evangelism from the sky by

"bombing" cities and villages with tracts and tract-rolls,
many conversions resulting therefrom.

This is a matter in which practical fellowship is patently
called for. As one writer puts it, tract distribution "not

only offers a means of preaching by proxy, but also of
distributing by proxy. If God lays on our hearts a burden
for this ministry and we cannot engage in it ourselves
we can give our offerings to free distribution funds and
thereby supply the needs of tract distributors." The
same writer pertinently points out that "the time is fast
approaching when the State may control much of the

The Victory Tract Club
A chapter on the subject of production would hardly be

complete without a brief note on the \''ictory Tract Club.

incredible profit in reaching multitudes. What we give to
the Lord has promise of a hundredfold return." If
Christians realised their responsibility in this matter how

In 1945, a few young men were l)urdened with the need
for producing worth-while tracts worthy of the Saviour
they represented. In the following vear, there was
launched the "Victory Tract Club."
The V.T.C. is an undenominational, non-profit-making
organisation, formed to meet the widespread need for
really first-class tracts, which can be offered, without any
apology for the customary drabness or old-fashioned
appearance, to friends, acquaintances, and unsaved con

much more might be done !

tacts. In tlie present spell of austerity and dreariness, the

wealth of the individual. This personal wealth, lying in
banks or otherwise invested, can be Invested now to almost

'

Tract Rolls

Tracts rolled in brightly coloured cellophane and lookine"
like sticks of coloured rock have proved an attraction for

The tracts

adults and children alike.

Each roll contains two tracts and a business reply
card addressed to the publishers. The cards are num

bered and the replies are sent on by the publishers
penodicaMy to the distributors by whom the rolls are
purchased. In 1940 the Bible Institute of Los Angeles
decided to utilise this method. B.I.O.L A

students

accordingly covered the whole area of 450 square miles
and distributed 100,000 tract rolls, with many results.
Rolls are also provided in test tubes, corked ready to
be thrown in the sea. The cork bears the same number

a.s the reply card, and the publishers are thereby enabled
to link up replies with the distributor, who is thus aware
of the place at which the tubes were launched on their
journey and also of their ultimate destination.
The broadcast scattering of tract rolls from cars has
proved extremely effective,

bright, cheerful, and up-to-date character of the V.T.C.
tract has had a very wide appeal. The Gospel of Jesus
Christ is supremely joyful and the \'.T.C. has attempted
to translate the gladness of the "glad news" into print.
are

sound in doctrine and

attractive in

appearance. The writers include well-known evangelicals,

illustrations are by expert artists, and production is by
modern metliods.

However charmingly decorated, a tract is no use unless
it contains the Word of God, or a message pointing the
reader to Jesus Christ as the only Saviour and Lord. The
full Gospel is so comprehensive that it is impossible to
embrace all its aspects in each tract, but every V.T.C.
tract uplifts Christ as absolutely necessary and points the
reader to Him.

For 5/-, a member is provided with twelve tracts a
month for a year. For £12, a thousand tracts are pro
vided each month.

A number of churches have formed

tract bands and distribute a thousand of these excellent
tracts each month.
Fuller details will be found in the Tract Club's adver

tisement on pages 69 and 70.
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A Tract to a Christian

OLUMES might be filled with romantic true stories

of the u/"
on.
operation

results of tracts, but the few accounts

^ reminder"of
of
of the silent messenger
of the
the diversity
most High.

Wafdo—Luther—Bunyan
The Waldensian Church, which, through thirty-five

James Barr, of the Glasgow Railway Mission, was
visiting Canada in 1939. His brother-in-law went to
Greenock to see him off and, on saying farewell, placed
a "silent messenger" in his hand, bearing the words,
"Let your light so shine before men that they may see

your good works and glorify your Father which is in
heaven."

persecutions, held fast the truth of Christ, was the result
of Peter Waldo s work of tract distribution in the Pied-

That evening, as the liner was oft" the Irish coast, the
steward grouped the passengers in the dining saloon for

montese Valleys.

dinner. Mr. Barr was one of four gentlemen. The re

Martin Luther wrote a tract, the introduction to his
commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians. This
enlightened the soul of John Bunyan, that divinely-gifted

silently say grace before he began his dinner. He did

seer, whose simple allegory of The Pilgrim's Progress
from this world to the next, has already been produced
in over one hundred and five languages.
Use or Abuse ?

A Malay merchant once boarded-an American vessel in

the Indian seas, and one of the first questions he put to

the captain was whether he had any good books or tracts
to dispose of. '* What do you want with them ?" asked
the captain. "You cannot read them."

"True," said the Malay, "but I have a use for them.
If one of your people or an Englishman comes to trade
with me, I give him a tract and watch what he does with
it. If he reads it soberly and treats it with respect, I
know that he is honest and will not cheat me.

If he

minder on the card prompted him to bow his head and
the same thing at breakfast next day. At the midday
meal, one of the other gentlemen suggested that he might
say grace audibly for them all at future meals, which he
gladly did.
On the third day at sea, one of his companions asked
for an opportunity for a quiet talk. A quiet spot was

found, and the gentleman said,"I have noticed that you
take no part in the frivolities of the life of this ship, and
yet you are a very happy man. My besetting sin is
gambling and I have already lost more than I can afford.
If I continue playing cards, I shall arrive home penniless.
Will you be my companion until we reach port and help
me to resist temptation ?" Mr. Barr readily agreed and
passed on some Gospel literature for him to read and then
discuss.

A few days later, when they entered the River St.

throws it down with an oath, I know he cannot be trusted,

Lawrence, the Canadian said, "Here is my card, and

and I have nothing to do with him."

you will see that I am private secretary to a distinguished
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member of the Cabinet. I liave resolved to give myself

to your Saviour, and shall be glad if you will pray that
I may ha\e courage to confess Christ to my family."
On leaving the liner, he promised to write. In a few

days, Mr. Barr received from him a letter stating that
he had confessed Christ to his wife and four adult
children and had persuaded them to attend church with

him. Six months later, he and his family were received
into the church, and he has since been able to exercise a

considerable influence for good in government circles.
Tracts Found a Church

Sir Bartle Ererc, when travelling in India some years
ago, found a small town where the idol shrines and temples
were empty and where the people professed the Christian

faith. On enquiry, he found that some years earlier the

townsfolk had been given an old garment by an English
resident. In the pocket was a Gospel portion and eight
or ten tracts in the vernacular. As a result of reading
this literature, the whole of the people had been con
verted.

Dr. Griffith John, the great missionary, tells of eight
churches in China raised up by Gospel tracts alone.
A Poor Sinner

Some years ago, a gentleman was spending a holiday
at C levcdon. One morning, while enjoying the view from
Dial Hill, he took a tract from his pocket and wrote on
the lop: "For you, poor .sinner, for you." He then
tucked it between the bars of the seat on which he was
sitting.

Years passed and once again he visited Clevedon. One
morning, he was asked to visit a man who was dying.
Sitting at the bedside, he asked the man if he was ready
for heaven. With a glad smile, the sick man took a tract
from under his pillow and, to his astonishment, the visitor
read, in his own handwriting, "For you, poor sinner,
for you." "That tract," said the dying man, "was the
means of my conversion."

Tract distribution is very closely linked with personal
work, and the opportunity of pointing a sinner to the
Saviour is frequently afforded in the course of per
sonal conversation. It is, therefore, desirable to know
how to deal with souls and also how to handle wisely and
tactfully those who have spiritual difhculties.
A preacher once came into contact with a young man
who declared that he had no time for religion. A few
remarks indicated that he was a great lover of sport, and
the preacher, taking the cue, so talked sport to him that
the young fellow warmed up in conversation and com
pletely forgot that he was talking to a preacher. Gradually
the latter diverted the conversation into spiritual
channels and finally closed in with an appeal to personal
acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. The
young man—who had commenced with having no time

for religion—responded to the appeal and was gloriously
saved.

The Unsaved

There can be no hard and fast way of dealing with
anxious souls, and the tract distributor must, to some

extent, develop his own technique, under the guidance of

God. There are, of course, certain clear principles which
may usefully be followed.
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DEALING

In the first place, it is obviously important to establish
a point of contact. This may involve a certain amount of
"fencing*" in conversation: it may even mean careful
handling* of the individual over a period until some point

of interest has been ascertained and sympathy won. A
study of the individual may be required over days or even
weeks.

In most cases, however, the time available is

WITH ENQUIRIES
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of finding help and fellowship. Take his name and address

and call on him at an early date—and continue calling until
it is clear that he is established in the Christian life.
The Backslider
The tract distributor will often come into contact with

tary knowledge of psychology is not to be despised,

backsliders. The restoration of a backslider frequently
presents far greater difficulties than the winning of an un
converted sinner, but the power of God is sufficient for His

although the best study of psychology for the soul-winner

servant's need.

limited to a few minutes and it is necessary to find a way
to the heart in the space of a very short time. An elemen

is presented in the record of our Lord's own dealings with

The first step is obviously to confirm that the person was

men.

actually saved. Careful enquiry will usually elicit when

A knowledge of the way of salvation and tlie ability to
present that way in clear, unmistakable language is an
other necessity. The pet phrases of the pulpit are
often meaningless to the man in the street. The Gospel
must be presented to him in everyday language that he

coming, it may prove wise to treat the enquirer as one
who has never been saved. Experience will indicate in
time the reality or not of the"profession"and the worker

can understand.

It is advisable to select a number of"key '' texts which
make the Gospel plain to the average man and to mark

these in one's Bible so that they are readily accessible:
marking can save a lot of searching.

and where he was converted, but if evidence is not forth

will be guided in his handling of the case.
If it is clear that conversion did take place at some past
date, the next step is to ascertain, if possible, how the
backsliding originated and in what respects the enquirer
feels concerned about his spiritual condition. It may be
that some definite sin has severed communion and that

It is amazing how little appreciation exists nowadays
of the hcinousness of sin, and the Christian worker should

seek to bring home to the conscience (under the power of
the Holy Spirit) the sense of guilt and of consequent need.
When the realisation of need is once apparent, then is

confession and restitution are necessary if peace of mind
is to be restored. On the other hand, the loss of fellow
ship with God may have been due to a gradual and im

perceptible diminution of interest in spiritual matters.
Point the individual to the promise of cleansing in

the moment to reveal the wonderful salvation made avail

1 John 1 :9 and lead him to a confession of sin and prayer

able through Calvary's work. At no time should the
Gospel be cheapened by an appeal to an unconvicted sin
ner to "Come to Jesus."

for pardon. As in the case of the new convert, emphasise

When the sinner becomes a seeker, it is comparatively
easy to show him how to pray and even to lead him in a
simple prayer of confession of sin and acceptance of
Clirist. There should then be an attempt to consolidate

his position by referring to texts giving assurance.
Ensure that the new convert understands the need

for constant prayer and daily reading of the Scriptures.
See that he has a Bible or that he obtains one.

Put him

into touch with a live work for God, where he can be sure

the need for prayer and Bible reading, for fellowship with
other Christians, etc., and make sure that someone keeps
in touch with him for at least a few weeks.

It is impossible to lay down rigid lines along which
personal work should be followed. These suggestions are
intended purely as a guide.
But the tract distributor
must fit himself for this type of work too. Lest any
should be discouraged, however, don't give up tract dis
tribution if you do not feel capable of dealing with souls.
Put enquirers into touch with someone who is capable—

and get on with your own job !

a®'
He that winneth souls is wise," declares the old
every Christian. It is, in fact, the highest service to which

all my time warning people about it." The fact tliat men
and women around are heading for perdition is one that
seems to be forgotten nowadays. There is a need for a
reawakening to the need and condition of those surround

a believer can be called. It is fundamental, since there

ing us and for a revival of interest in the souls of men.

proverb (Prov. 11 :30) and the work of soul-

winning: is one which mig:ht well be coveted by
can be no church-building and no teaching until this work
has first been successful.

It might reasonably be asked whether we have any
conception of the value of a soul. The Divine valuation

It is a work, moreover, from which no Christian is

has been plainly shown at Calvary. God denuded heaven

exempt. Spheres of influence and methods employed must
obviously differ in every case, but all who belong to Christ
are responsible to bear witness to Him in such a way that
others are attracted to Him. That witness may be borne

of its richest treasure and unhesitatingly yielded up His

by the quiet, consistent testimony of a Godly life; it may
be by definite verbal presentation of the Gospel; it may

clearly the value of the soul.

be by tract distribution, house visitation, or personal con

versation : but whatever the mode, everyone has his par

beloved Son in order to redeem man unto Himself. No

greater price could have been paid than that which the
Almighty willingly paid, and the blood of Calvary teaches
If that is the value, our interest should be pre-eminently
in the winning of souls for Christ. In view of the price
He paid, dare we think lightly of the doom of the unre

ticular witness to bear to the saving power of Christ.
The vital necessity for the work arises from the fact
that the impenitent will be eternally lost. If that fact

pentant sinner ?

really gripped us, if we fully realised that it was a matter

work, but one which must be inspired by a burning zeal
and a loving compassion for the lives of others. How
that passion was exemplified in the life of our Lord ! As
He wept over Jerusalem, He cried,"How often would I
have gathered thy children . . . but ye would not" (Matt.
23 : 37). From Moses came the heart-rending plea that,

of life and death, the urgency and importance of winning
souls would so impress us that every effort would be
directed to that end. A lay preacher once invited an office

colleague to hear him preach. After the service, his friend
said to the preacher, "Do you really believe what you
preached this evening—that the unconverted will be

Successful soul-winning is dependent to a great extent

upon the possession of a passion for souls. It is no formal

eternally lost?" "Yes," was the reply. "Well, if I
believed that," said the unconverted man, "I'd spend

rather than that God's people should be lost, his name
should be blotted out of God's book (Exod. 32 ; 32).
The longing of the apostle Paul re-echoed the desire of
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the lawgiver. '* I could wish that myself were accursed
from Christ for my brethren," he said (Rom. 9v:3). Is

The joy of soul-winning surpasses any delight that earth
can give. The joy of a mother over her new-born babe
is not greater than the joy of the soul-winner over the
salvation of a sinful soul. C. H. Spurgeon once said,

that the passion which fills us ? A compassionate heart
and a burning spirit will often accomplish far more than
a reasoned and carefully prepared sermon.

That mortal man should be God's messenger to other
souls is really amazing and the tremendous privilege can
not be over-estimated. How readily should we respond
to the Divine call.

"Even if I were utterly selfish and had no care for any

thing but my own happiness, I would choose to be a soulwinner ; for never did I know perfect, overflowing, un
utterable happiness of the purest and most ennobling
order till I first heard of one who had sought and found
the Saviour through my means."

country for the letter to be placed in a split stick, firmly

Whilst it is an incomparable privilege to lead a soul to
Christ, neglect to respond to the Divine commission in
volves a personal accountability on the part of tlie servant

fastened, and then handed to a "runner" to be carried

of God.

A missionary labouring in Liberia says that when an
important message is to be sent, it is the custom in that

to its destination. From that moment, he says, "it is
never laid down.

It never rests.

It is a sacred trust.

No matter how dangerous the roads, no matter how high
the rivers, no matter how black and stormy the night, the
message never rests. Often as we sat in the palaver
kitchen of some village, a runner came in with an im

portant message of this kind.

Ezekiel was called

and commissioned

of God

and

directed to deliver the Divine message whatever the re

ception accorded to it. Carried by the Spirit to Tel-abib
to deliver the word to the captives by the river Chebar,
he sat among them for a whole week without uttering a
word—dumb in the midst of need !

Immediately everything

When tlie Almighty had bidden him speak, the prophet's

The only thing that mattered was to

reticence was inexcusable and at the end of seven days

speed the message on its way. Dirty with perspiration,
soaked with rain, tottering with fatigue, the incoming

only does not relieve the servant of his responsibility, but

messenger gave no thought to his own weariness until he

that it renders him directly answerable for the conse

saw that the message was in the hand of the outgoing

quences which ensue from his unfaithfulness. The one

was laid aside.

runner.

God clearly enunciated the principle that disobedience not

From one hand to the next and out into the

who fails to warn the sinner will be held responsible for

darkness of the night or the heat of the noonday, through
the floods of the rainy season or the wasting dryness of

his doom. "His blood will I require," said God, "at

the hot season, on went the message. Often I saw
messengers spring forward, with a glad proud light on
their faces because they had been chosen to hurry the
precious message on, often when I saw runners, perhaps
speechless but holding aloft the forked stick and the

thine hand"(Ezek. 3:18, 20).

The gravity of the statement is arresting and solemn
ising. The average Christian comes into daily contact
with scores of unconverted sinners, among whom he has
been sent with the message of light and life. Thousands
around are rushing heedlessly into a lost eternity. The
child of God, who fails to fulfil his commission and who

message, fall exhausted at the feet of the head man, my
mind turned to the all-important message of salvation
through Jesus Christ—a message that must be carried;
a message from the King of kings; a message that angels
brought but that must be carried by man. Do we let the
message rest ? Do we fool away our time in the palaver

be personally accountable in a coming day for the conse
quences of his silence. May we appreciate, not only the
tremendous privilege, but the serious responsibility which
is ours of seeking to reach every soul with the glad news

kitchen or are we speeding the message on its way ?"

of the Gospel.

remains silent in the midst of such appalling need, will
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'very restricted opportunities of radio broadcasting, the
only means of reaching the man in the street is by the
printed page. Therefore,"In the morning sow thy seed,
in the evening withhold not thine hand : for thou

rHE effectiveness of tract distribution is indisputable.
A tract may be instrumental in averting- a suicide;
it may stir a whole community into revival; it may
be the last Gospel message which a man may receive be
fore facing death; it may touch the heart of a future

Moody, Wesley, or Spurgeon ; it may be the means of
winning a soul. The promise :"My Word . . . shall not
return unto Me void" (Isa. 55 : 11) is as applicable to
the message by the printed page as to the spoken ministry
of the pulpit. Untold blessing has accrued through the
written word, and thousands will be in heaven as a result
of the message of a Gospel leaflet.

It is a ministry, moreover, in which all may engage.
"God can use the humblest, untalented Christian as an

effective evangelist for Him through tracts," says Clyde
Dennis. "No matter where you are or what your occu
pation, you can be used by Him to reach some souls who
may never otherwise be reached." A field of service is
open here to all who are willing to labour therein.
The need was never greater. The time is short and

souls are perishing. To reach the masses by sermons and

Gospel addresses is absolutely impossible. Apart from the
physical impossibility, the reaction against churchgoing
and chapelgoing grows steadily stronger. Apart from the
66

•">i^i'3cnoAvest,not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or
-^whetherjthey/both shall be alike good" (Eccles. 11:6).
There'^atie-ibtne 125,OOO deaf people in the U.S.A. and
Canada, wte patently could never be reached by the
churches' usuaPmedia. The only way by which the Gospel
could be brought to' these thousands was obviously by
evangelistic literature. Julius K. Hoffman, of Minnea
polis, who is himself deaf, has accordingly prepared a
mailing list of deaf people (a list which now exceeds

10,000) and regularly sends out free tracts to all on his
list.

The tremendous need of the unconverted and the
Saviour's commission to all His followers to"go ... and

teach all nations"(Matt. 28 :19-20) constitute a challenge
which no Christian can ignore. The responsibility is
not one which can be avoided on the ground that

special suitability or equipment is essential, since tract
distribution is a work, for which all are fitted. The
challenge is, therefore, personal and inescapable, and some
reply must be given by the individual. Are you prepared
to sacrifice some of your time and energy—and perhaps
money—in the service of the Lord ? "Who then is will
ing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord ?"
(1 Chron. 29 :5). The time is short and there may not
now be many days left us.
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What reader of this book can fail to agree that Cod does use
tracts in saving precious souls, in speaking to believers, in restoring
backsliders ?

" Until God uses a man he is just so much wasted humanity,"
it has been said. " They that are in the flesh, cannot please God."
says the Scripture. " Unless Cod uses a tract," may we not say,
" it is just so much waste paper,"

Whatever sacrifice is entailed by the work of God, there
is always a compensatory reward,

and the Psalmist

ujhi| don't i|ou ?
.We can print tracts by the thousand—and we do.

But they

declares that "he that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him " (Psa. 126 : 6). The return

would be worse than useless remaining on our shelves. As a
Christian you are expected to be a witness. If you are witnessing,

is in proportion to the effort made, however.

is an excellent first step—and for even the newest convert.

" He which

soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly," said the
apostle Paul, "and he which soweth bountifully shall
reap also bountifully" (2 Cor. 9 6). Let us, therefore,
be up and doing. "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your labour is
not in vain in the Lord " (1 Cor. 15 :58).

tracts will help you.

If you are not witnessing, tract distribution

Become active to-day. and ensure a regular supply of sound
and attractive tracts.

THE TRACT CLUB SCHEME . . .

For a small subscription, paid in advance once a year, members
of the V.T.C. receive each month a supply of new and handsome
tracts. If enrolment is for 30 tracts or more a month, the supply

consists of equal numbers of two new types each month. In
addition, all members receive each month, free of charge, a sample

copy of each new tract published during the month, and period
ically, our inspiring Bulletin containing helpful news, suggestions
and tract ideas.

In order to encourage the distribution of at least ONE TRACT

EVERY DAY by all Christians, the 10/- per annum subscription
is known as the " Popular " rate. This brings to members 30
tracts a month—A TRACT A DAY—and is the very best way to

ensure a handy and regular supply of first-class ammunition.
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