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"IN THE LAND."
Hubert VV. Verner.

There are two things that God has been pressing home
to me to say at this meeting.

The first is that the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour did
all that was needed to save us. We can add nothing—we

must not try to add anything—He never asks us to do any
thing to make His salvation more complete than it is.
In John 6. 40 the Lord Jesus says this is the will of
Him that sent Him, that everyone that seeth the Son and
believeth in Him may have everlasting life. God looks
on His Son, the well-beloved Son on Whom He once turned
His back when " He laid on Him the iniquity of us all."
God looks on Him and is satisfied; and He calls on you

to look on Him also. He wants you to receive that same
One and to trust Him as your perfect Saviour.
There is no need that can come to any one of us, but

Jesus Christ can perfectly meet it. He is a perfect Saviour,

not only for the one who is far away, but for the one who
has been made nigh also.
Look on Him, the One with Whom God is satisfied,
and rest your faith there.

Secondly, God wants His children to be witnesses to

this perfect Saviour. Not just to talk about Him, but to
be a witness to Him; and you'can never be that until you
are filled with the Holy Ghost.

Receive Him as your

perfect Saviour, first of all. Then He wants you to be so
filled with the Holy Spirit that your life, as well as your
testimony, shall speak of Him with Whom God is satis
fied. Keep trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ and then go
out and live, not in any power of your own, but in the
power of the Holy Ghost.
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Now will you turn to Deut. xxviii. 8. 11 and note in
verses 8 and 11 the little phrase *' In the land." This book
of Deuteronomy is one of instruction as to how to live in

the land, and emphasises the fact that the law was given to
be kept in the land. This land is a type of a spiritual
possession God desires to bring all His children into (Heb.
iv. 1. 2). Many people think that the Taw was for those

in the wilderness, and not for them when in the land; but
you can never keep the law until you are in the land—you
may try to do so, but you will fail. You never get away
from God's law, but God can ^ke away the stony heart
and give you a heart of flesh, and on that heart He will
write His law—so that you love it, and in the power of
the Holy Ghost can keep it.
It is true also that you can be defeated and can sin

in the land. You can be tempted when you are in the
land : and if you fall and do not repent, you can lose the
possession that God has brought you into.
I want to speak to you now about this land, this
wonderful land that the first five books of the Bible speak
so much of.

(1) It is a promised land, a land which was promised
by God (Gen. 12. 7). God had called Abraham out from
his home, land and people, and he came out and journeyed,

not knowing whither he went, and then in v. 7 we read
that the Lord appeared unto him and said, *' Unto thy
seed will 1 give this land "; and again :

*' Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place
•

where thou art, northward, and southward, and
eastward, and westward :

For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I

give it, and to thy seed for ever."
—Gen. 13. U, 15.

It was promised by God, and it is promised for ever. Get
hold of these two facts.

"In the Land"

In Deut. 34. 4 Moses is being shown the land because

he is going to die and he cannot go into it.

God says,

"This is the land, which I sware unto Abraham .. .

saying (v. 4),'I will give it unto thy seed.'" In the New
Testament we read in Galatians 3. 16 :

"Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises

made. He saith not, 'And to thy seeds,' as of

many; but as of one,'And to thy seed,' which is
Christ."
V. 26:

"For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus."

I

V. 27-29:

"For as many of you as have been baptised into
Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus.

And if ye be Christ's then are ye Abraham's seed,
and heirs according to the promise."
So we have the promise of a land, the promise is for
ever and it is a promise in Christ; the land then is a type

of a spiritual inheritance for those in Christ Jesus. Lay
hold of this fact—It is the promise of God!

If only you

could see God and you could hear His Voice as you can

hear mine, and He was to promise you something for ever
and that it was to come to you through Clirist and by faith

in Christ, you would not find it hard to believe, would you?

I want you to lay hold by faith of these wonderful promises
that are given to us by God for just such a rest of heart
as the land of promise typifies.

It is because of these

God-given promises that the Jew, unless he has given up
all religion, loves Palestine and calls it his home land still.
The Jews believe that the land was promised them by God,

*' In the Lend"

and for ever, and nothing else can explain that love for
the land that is in them, or why the rich Jews pour out

their money to help their fellow-Jews back to Palestine.
The English people of to-day of Norman descent do not
want to go back to Normandy; but the Jews have got hold
of this, that God has promised Palestine to them and it
is for ever. That also explains the Wailing Wall. For nearly

2,000 years the Jews have been going up to that Wailing
Wall and daily praying for the day of restoration to come.
And that same promise spiritually is for each of you and
it is by faith in Christ Jesus.
(2) It is a land of rest. Again Joshua 1. 13-16. Joshua
calls the Promised Land a land of rest: and this is what
we read in Heb. 4-1:

"Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us

of entering into His rest, any of you should seem
to come short of it."

There is a promised land of heart-rest for you and me
to-day.

Another thing about that land which is interesting to
note is that when it was promised it was indwelt by strong
nations, and was still held by them, when the Children of

Israel came to the borders of the land that was theirs by
promise. How often now, people who are seeking heartrest look at their difficulties, their peculiar make-up, their

past record; they perhaps see how others fail, and they

feel just as Israel did at Kadesh Barnea (see Heb. iii. 18. 19):
they do not believe. They could not enter in because of
unbelief—but God says " I can do all for you—I have
promised this land." Faith says, as Joshua and Caleb

said, ** If the Lord delight in us, then He will bring us
into this land and give it us." Num. 14-8.
(3) It is a fruitful land (Deut. 8. 7-9, and ch. 11,
9 to 12). A land God's eyes are always on. ! wonder

whether that frightens you.
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When Israel came out of
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Egypt and were brought to Sinai, God came down on
Mt. Sinai and it quaked—there was thunder and lightning
and smoke, and God spoke to the people and they were

terrified—they said to Moses, " You draw near and speak
to God and let God speak to you "let not God speak
to us, lest we die." It was too much for them to have
God always with them. Do you want God always with

you?

Would you like God to be with you consciously

sometimes, but not always; that is the trouble with a

great many, is it not? You like to draw near to Him
when you feel you need Hm, or at odd times, but to have
His eye always upon you—do you want that? Does your
heart go out to Him, saying,"Lord, that is what I want,
I want the Holy Ghost to abide for ever "? (John. xiv.
15. 16). God wants you to obey His commandments, so
that He may abide with you for ever. The Israelites lost
out just at that point: they did not want Him for ever;

they wanted His help when they got into trouble, but did
not want His abiding Presence.

(4) It is a laud that flows wUh milk and honey. Ex.
3: 8-17, and in Ezekiel 20, v. 6 and 15, it is called "The glory

of all lands." Life in the land is to be a fruitful life.^ And
that is to be'its mark, and all nations shall see that it is so.
The Presence of God is what will mark you out (see

Ex. xxxiii. 16). People may not want to keep company

with you very much, but there are others who are going to
look, and when they see what God has done for you and Is
doing they will wish they were in the land.
(5) It is a land where God will dwell. Deut. 12. 6

speaks of"a place which the Lord your God shall choose
out of all your tribes to put His name there, even unto
His habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come."
He wants to abide, to make His home in your heart

by the Holy Ghost for ever. Would you like Him to do
this? That is what He wants to do and He has promised

He will do, and the promise is for you and me in Christ.
11
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Paul prays for this for the Ephesian Church (Eph. iil. 16
to 19): That Christ may make His home in their hearts
by faith.

May 1 ask you very lovingly, Are you in the land yet?
You are a Christian, perhaps, but are you in the land?
and if not, would you like to be in it?

How are you to get there? Do not try to live in the
wilderness as if you were in the land, because that must

always mean failure. Many people try to screw up faith
and make out they are in the land; it is not so much their

fault, perhaps, but through ignorance. I suppose we have
all done that. I want to help you now, and so I put before
you steps it will be well for you to take. I have largely
taken these from Dr. Inwood's address on " Fulness of the
Holy Spirit."

1. Will you tell God that you want to dwell in the

land, that you are not in it; and say, I see the promise,
but I am not there, I am not in the land?

2. Will you tell Him that you know that you ought
to be there, and that you will never be what you ought to
be until you are there, and that you see the promises in
the Bible?

3. Will you ask Him to bring you in at any cost?

That may be where your difficulty comes,"at any cost."
4. VVill you trust Him to do it and leave yourself in
His hands?

In Thy strong hand I lay me down,
So shall the work be done :

For who can work so wondrously
As the Almighty One?"

6. Tell Him that by His grace you will obey what
ever He commands; you are going into the land to do His
commands.
12
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(In Psalm 78 you wHI find that the complaint God had

against Israel was that they would not obey His com
mands; they did not believe, so they disobeyed Him.) It
means placing everything on the Altar, getting down
before God and laying yourself, with all that that means,
on the Altar, and saying," Now, Lord, bring me in, cost

what it may," God will work when you get there. May
He open your eyes to see that the Lord Jesus has made

the way by which you may enter in, as He made the way
plain for Israel at the Jordan.
In Joshua 3 we see Israel had been brought to the
wilderness side of the Jordan.

Verse 3, when Joshua says, "Sanctify yourselves,"

it does not mean that they or you have to make
yourselves holy, but you must separate yourselves unto
God and trust Him to do wonders for you.

In V. 14 we read that the people passed right over

against Jordan; God made a way into the land when they
sanctified themselves and trusted Him.

•The following testimony of a young woman will, I am
sure, be helpful.

She says:

I was in darkness, away from God, no desire for things
of God. I thought all I had to do was to do the best I could
and all would be well : but one day the Holy Spirit awakened

me to my awful condition that I was lost, and going down
to Hell. I saw that I was a sinner, and that I was under
condemnation. I then cried to God, "Lord, be merciful

to me, a sinner." I took the sinner's place and Jesus
became my own personal Saviour. There and then I was
born again, and He gave me His Holy Spirit, giving me
the witness that I was born again, a new creature in

Christ Jesus. I had passed from death unto life.
My 5a«cti/icafio».—When I was born again the experi
ence was so wonderful that at first I thought I had received
13
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all that God had to give me—but one day, when things did

not go as 1 wanted them to, I got upset, and then I had
to ask God to forgive me and He did so—but I was not

enjoying victory. I watched my father's and mother's life

and they had quite a different experience to mine : with all
the business and home difficulties, they were enjoying
victory, and here was I, without the home or business
responsibilities, a defeated soul; but the day came when 1

placed my all upon the Altar for time and eternity—all I
" knew and all I did not know—and the Altar sanctified the

gift with the Holy Spirit abiding.
victory through the blood of Jesus.

I am now enjoying

God did not save you to live a defeated life, but
in order that He might bring you into a land of rest
and peace, and of abiding fellowship with Him. He wants
to-night to bring you in that you may live a life of victory.
You will never be what God wants you to be until you

are in the land. Will you come to that place where you

say, " I will not let Thee go (cost what it may), except
Thou bless me." When you get there He will bless you

and you will enter into rest (Heb. iv. 3). " We which have
believed do enter into rest." Will you seek Him to-night,

the very first night of our Convention, so that He may
send you down from here to witness to a Saviour, Whom,
possibly, until to-night, you have never thought, never
dreamt, that the Lord Jesus Christ could be to you?

14

IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST.
T. Reynolds.

" One died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all,
that they ivhich live should no longer live unto themselves,
but unto Him Who for their sakes died and rose again."
—II Cor. 5. 14-15 (R.V.).
This is a Holiness Convention. I suppose we are all

believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is fairly safe to

assume that, and yet there may be much unsatisfied longing
in our hearts. We know we are called to be a holy people

for a Holy God, and yet there may be much longing and
little experience, and meetings like this are for the sake
of helping those who are truly wanting to know what
God in His salvation has done for us and can make real
in us. We want it for ourselves in our own experience,

and so I am beginning very elementarily.

Will you forgive me for talking of things that perhaps
have been commonplace in your experience for many years,
but it is well sometimes to go over the fundamentals in

order that we may know where we are, and sometimes
how far short we have come of what God has revealed to
us as His purpose.

In the words of the text we get great outstanding
fundamental doctrines :
" One died for all."

We understand that—that is SubJtihdiOrt, one for another;
but in the next phrase,
"therefore all died,"

is something further than substitution, that is Identifica
tion—one in the other. Many of God's dear children
somehow or other fail to enter into the experience of what
15
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this identification with the death of the Lord Jesus Christ
means, and it is one of the essentials for assurance of

salvation. The result of realising that Christ died for us,
and that we died in Him, will be that we " no longer live
unto ourselves, but unto Him." Our lives are completely
changed, our aims are changed; the centre around which
we revolve is no longer ourselves, our comfort and con
venience, but the will and purpose of God.
When we see such a promise of the substitution of our

Lord for us as in I Pet. 2. 24,"Who His own self bare
our sins in his own body on the tree," we are probably
under the conviction of the burden of sins committed.

Sins! We are conscious of the acts of sin, and we

go to the Lord and see that He died for all these wrongful
acts we have committed—the record against us—and that
this record is blotted out as we trust in the death and

resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit
coming into our hearts makes us children of God. This

New Birth brings life, but not purity. So many fail to
A wonderful life, a new life,

realise that difference.

as we trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. After the exultation

of the New Birth when we are full of the joy of the Lord,
we go on, and bye and bye, much to our distress, we find

there is something in us we never suspected.

We find

when we try to do the will of God, we cannot always do

it. There come times when something in us rebels against
all God has revealed to us and what God by His Spirit
will call upon us in our inmost soul to do for Him. We

say. "No, I am not going to do that; why should I?"

God reveals in His Word what this something is. God
calls it '* indwelling sin," and the unregenerate sinner
knows nothing about it. He may have been an attendant
at church or holiness meetings and know intellectually what
he has heard, and may be able to lay out the doctrine,
but experimentally he has no knowledge of indwelling sin.
He knows what he has done wrong and knows something
of the impelling that makes him do wrong, but until he
16
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comes to the Lord Jesus and has that burden removed
and the life of God comes into his soul, he does not realise

the actuality of indwelling sin.

The child of God, how

ever, is soon aware of the conflict described in Gal. 5. 17,

'* The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh : and these are contrary the one to the other."

He discovers a hardness of heart that rebels against the
Holy Spirit's promptings.
God brings us to this place because He has a way of
deliverance, and in His Word He reveals this deliverance

as wrought by Jesus Christ. There are many names for
this hard heart. Ezekiel calls it "the stony heart." The
Epistles of Paul refer to it as *' the old man,""sin that
dwelleth in me," "the carnal mind," "the mind of the

flesh," and the flesh there is spoken of as not merely flesh

and blood, but that mind of hostility against God.
Now the question comes : Is there a remedy for it?
Thank God, there is.

We are familiar with the 7th of

Romans. We know how it speaks of wanting to do good

and that "evil is present with me

"For the good that

I would I do not: but the evil which I would not that I

do"(v. 19), and in almost an agony of despair Paul cries :
"O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver

me from the body of this death?"
and there comes the triumphant answer :
" I thank God through Jesus Chrisl our Lord."

—(vv. 24-6.)
Then follows the 8th chapter of deliverance in the Lord
Jesus Christ. So when we claim our identification with

the Lord Jesus Christ, what do we mean?

What did

Christ do for us? He died to redeem us, we say. That
is right, but it is only a partial statement.

He died

because of sin. If sin had not entered the world, there
would have been no occasion for the Lord Jesus Christ to
die. There was no call for the sinless Lord Jesus Christ

to go through death, but He Himself said :"I lay down
B
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my life . . . no man taketh it from me." Pilate with all
his soldiers could never have crucified the Lord Jesus Christ
if

it

had not been that He laid Himself down.

He

"became Sin for us." We will never understand the depth of
what that means through all eternity, but when Christ sur
rendered Himself to those soldiers and to the hands of the

rulers, who used the soldiers and brought Him to the cross,
more than twelve legions of angels could have rescued Him,
had He so willed.

But He surrendered Himself to the

hands of wicked men, and Sin, the entity of sin, the hard
ness in our hearts, the carnal mind which is not subject to
the law of God and never can be—that thing which always
comes up in our hearts—until we come to the point of

sanctification—that sin was put upon Him.

He became

sin personified. All the hideous filthiness and abominable-

ess of sin, the very depths of sin, the very e.xtreme of the
experience of any man or woman in all this sinful world,

our Lord plumbed it, and got beneath it and bore it away.
Praise God for that! He put it to death on the cross, and
"the death that He died, He died unto sin once"(Rom.
6. 10, R.V.)—once for all it is in the margin, and that
means not only once for everybody, but once for ever, once
and done with.

It is that experience of the stony heart, that some
thing in you that is always upsetting—a temper that
won't be tamed—you may keep it under for 364 days

in the year, and on the 365th day, up it comes, full
grown.

I was reading one of Carradine's books recently, and

he was referring to that hymn which speaks of proneness
to wander ;

"Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love."

Carradine said, "If a wife came to her husband and

.said,'Prone to wander, John, I feel it, prone to leave
the man I love,' John would not like it"; and this is
18

Idenlifiailion With Christ

greatly grievous to God, that sin should remain uncleansed
in the hearts of believers.

Is there any conviction of sin uncleansed in our hearts?

What is hindering our work? What is it that hampers
even our prayer? God can reveal it; it will be some par
ticular thing. The generic name of sin will be upon it all,
but if we open our hearts to the Holy Spirit, the search

light of the Holy Spirit will reveal exactly what it is, and
we often find it narrows down with God's children to just
one point.

You know there is a good deal of spurious teaching
going about in religious circles to-day, spoken of as
sanctification, and it is spoken of as the filling of the Holy
Spirit to be empowered for God; but it never deals -with

sin.' Until we let God deal with sin, we will never know
the power of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives.

I have heard it said that power without purity is devilish,
and I believe it. God, and it is God the Holy Spirit Who
comes to us—God could never trust Himself wholly to
dwell in our hearts if there is anything there in rivalry.
Now how is this freedom to be obtained? We see a need

of it. We see that Christ died to it, died for it. He not only
died for the past, the acts of sin, but as we take a second
look at the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit reveals that
He died to inherent sin, sin that the Devil put in, that He

might bring to nought and destroy the works of the Devil;
and He died to that indwelling sin on the Cross. If, then,
I want deliverance, I look to Him, I claim my identification
with Him in that I died to sin in Him on the cross. The
heart of man, however,

" is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked,"

and we may come with all we know and sav, " Lord, I
have surrendered all
but this indwelling sin is deeper

than our consciousness; it is in the very fibre of our being,
and only God can deal with it; only the cross of the Lord
19
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Jesus Christ can bring it to the death point.

We must

make a full and absolute surrender to God of our heart

and will, and all we are and have or ever will have, and

trust Him, in Christ Jesus, to put to death in

us the

indwelling sin to which He died on the Cross. When the
surrender is complete our trust must be fixed in God to
accept and purify the heart and life thus yielded. Ask the

Holy Spirit to witness whether there is any reserve in our
heart, and then in faith launch out on the promise of God—

** Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it".
(I Thess. 5. 24).

'ITie baptism of the Holy Ghost first purifies (Acts 16. 9),
then fills (Acts 2. 4).

First purity, then power.

The cleansing is just the negative side of the blessing.
The fMJsitive side is the filling with the Holy Spirit, and
God cleanses in order that He may fill.

There is a story told in one of Mr. Reader Harris's
little books pointing out what identification means. It is
a story of the Napoleonic wars when a man was con
scripted to serve in the French Army. For many reasons

he did not want to go, and another man, not liable to con
scription, offered to go in his place, and the exchange was
accepted. The man drawn was allowed to remain at home,

and the man volunteering in his stead went away to the
wars and was killed, much to the grief of the man for whom
he died, and he made a record, a tablet," He died for me."
There is Substitution.

.^gain came the conscripting authorities, and this man
was again drawn to serve in the army, but he said," I have
already served." He said," I served in the person of my
substitute and my substitute died. I claim to be free. I
am a dead man and you cannot take me." With French
logic, they took it to the Supreme Courts, and it was held
that the man was a dead man because his substitute died,

and the claims of the State no longer had any hold upon
him because he was a dead man.
20
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We, too, must claim that in our Substitute, Christ
Jesus, we died to sin.

Our hearts are cleansed and the

Spirit of Jesus Christ fills them.

The Lord can make that real in our spiritual and
practical e.\perience. He can do this for us, now. This

is "the land" of which we were hearing previously. It

is a land of living on the promises of God. We no longer
look to the material things, but we live on the promises
of God.

God has given abundant promise for every need in
this life. Shall we enter in? .Are we going to be satisfied
with longings only? It is in Christ's redemption for us
and the purpose is declared in that verse :
"that we should not henceforth live unto our
selves."

We died to our self-interest, we live unto Him.

121

"POWER, AFTER THE HOLY GHOST IS COME."
Reginald L. Harrod.

"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you, and ye shall be My witnesses."
—Acts 1. 8 (R.V.).

I wonder whether everybody here understands the
difference between a Mission and a Convention. A Mission

is held for the purpose of winning unbelievers. A Conven
tion is held for the purpose of helping Christians.
We had a dear friend at Swanwick one year who had
never before been to a Convention. She told us afterwards

she had been puzzled all the week to know what we were
after, and had come to the conclusion that we were trying
to"convert the converted." Well, there was some amount
of truth in that.

Some of us need converting in the sense of turning,
even when we come to a Convention. May God turn us
right round, if need be, to His plans and His purposes.

I suppose, however, that the real explanation is that
so many of us have come (and how well we know it, if not

this time, at other times) absolutely lacking power. We
might be truly described as Christians, but powerless.
No doubt that is why the word " power" is used so
many times in Scripture, no less than 42 times, but not
always with the same meaning.
Before I come to Acts 1. 8 and the meaning

"power" used in this verse, I

of

want to go back to

John 1. 12:

'• But as many as received Him " (this is said of
the Lord Jesus), "to them gave He power"(or,
authority)"to become the children of God "(R.V.).
22
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We have sometimes found that in Conventions like

this there are people who cannot testify clearly to being
children of God; that is to sa\', thev have never had the

wonderful exp>erlence of being born again. It may well
be that in this gathering, in which we feel the Lord's
presence is near to us, there are some who, if they were
honest, would have to confess, "I don't know that

I am a child of God; I don't know that I ever 'passed
from death unto life.'

1 don't know that I am a real,

true Christian."

Alas! it is possible to be a baptised person, to be a
member of a church, even to be a minister or worker,

without ever having had a true, real experience of receiving
the Lord Jesus Christ and having been born again.

Now in my preparation for this meeting I have been
rejoicing in John 1. 12:
" But as manv as received Him."

Could you have anything more simple than this?
It is true historically that"as many as received Him,
to them gave He power to become the children of God."

And, friend, it can be true experimentally of you from this
moment onward. Will you receive the Lord Jesus? If
up to now you have been rejecting Him, will vou realise

how serious, how dreadfully serious, it is to reject Him
any longer?

Will you open the door of your heart and

say,"Dear Lord Jesus, I want to be one of those who

receive Thee, and thus become children of God." If you
will receive Him, from this night onwards vou will always
be able to look back and testify to all and sundry wherever

you go that"it was on this beautiful Sunday night when
you forgot everything else but the Lord Jesus, and you
saw Him with outstretched arms ready to receive you."
I was reading the other day of our gracious earthly
Monarch,

King

George, receiving
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Ministers: and how, as the newspapers put it, they kissed
hands upon appointment. King George gave one great
appointment to this man and some other appointment to
another man; in other words, he gave them "power to
become"; one to become Prime Minister, another to
become Home Secretary, and so on.

But, does it not strike you as wonderful that
the Lord Jesus, although greater than any earthly
king, even the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, does
not wait to receive you and me, but He lets you and me
receive Him.

We saw the pictures of those Ministers

going to the King dressed in their best; well prepared to
go into the presence of the King—but our King of Kings
and Lord of Lords says that to as many as receive Him
shall be given "power to become the children of God." So
take advantage of His gracious, condescending offer and
receive Him without delay.

Someone mav say," How shall I know from to-night
that I am a child of God?" I would answer: Put the
foot of faith down on Romans 8. 16 (R-V.):

"The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God."

This is the witness of the Spirit. I cannot explain it, no
one can explain it, from this platform or any other; but

a good many know it is a glorious, blessed reality, when
we know that we have the Spirit Himself bearing witness
with our spirits that we are the children of God. We

shall know also by the fact that, like ail true children of
God, we shall not "henceforth live unto ourselves, but
unto Him "(2 Cor. 5. 16).

If you are really born again to-night, you will no
longer live unto yourself. Henceforth it will be what the
Lord Jesus Christ wants; not what you want. You will
be looking at things differently.

Circumstances may be

just as hard, but you will be able to look to Him. You
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will find comfort through His Word. You will soon prove

the value and efficacy of prayer, and you will have a real
desire to win others to the Lord. Jesus Christ. Oh, trust
Him now! trust Him now!

Then we go over to Acts 1. 8:

"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you : and ye shall be My
witnesses."

We have seen that the word "power" in John 1. 12

means "autliority." The word "power" here has quite
a different meaning. Here it means "ability," a very
different thing.

To go back to my illustration for a moment. The
members of His Majesty's Cabinet have now got authority.
We have yet to prove whether they have ability. They will

need ability to carry out those high responsibilities which
the King has put upon them. And it is surely equally true
that we need ability to carry out tlte high responsibilities
of the Christian life. I believe when the Holy Spirit gave

these men of old this power, they began from that time
forth to be able to do things which before they could not
do, and in that sense the power of the Holy Spirit brought
them ability.

You and I are up at Swanwick this week, and we

ought to be able to go down with ability to do some things
which hitherto we have been unable to do. Praise God it
is possible 1

Mav I bring the Word of the Lord to some powerless
one; "ve shall receive power . . . and ye shall be My
witness."

True witness means testimony, and I believe it was

a two-fold testimony these men were to bring, and it is
a two-fold testimony you and I are to bring.
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First, a life witness or testimony ;
"Great grace was upon them all."—Acts 4. 33.
"Praising God, and having favour with all the
people."—Acts 3. 47.

There they were just following in the steps of the Lord
Jesus Christ, for you will remember that it was written of
Him:

"Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in
favour"(or in grace, the word is there)" with God
and man."—Luke 2. 62.

1 used to think (I suppose it was something in my early
training) you could not be an out-and-out Christian unless

you were up against somebody or other. Of course, if you

give a true witness to the saving and sanctifying power of
the Lord Jesus, certain people will be up against vou, but
I do^ not think we need necessarily be up against people.
I believe certainly that God would have us as His witnesses

setting forth His grace to all, especially to those who do
not agree with us.

How well you remember acts of grace! I well remem
ber the first time I came to this Convention ; I lost my
'"ggsg^, my wife's luggage, and, worst of all, that of a

friend who had put hers into my care. I had to come into
the opening meeting with this loss in my mind, and the
agony I endured during that meeting was beyond descrip
tion. I thought the opening address would never end. To
me the text was"luggage," the message was "luggage,"
everything was luggage. I did not mind for myself and I
could get over my wife's loss, but It was the other lady I was
thinking about; and I am afraid that the natural pride in
the heart of man was troubling me as to what she was
thinking of me. But after the meeting I went and told
• He was a stranger to me, but, drawing "my
arm through his, he said, "Let's go and look for it." I
did not know where to look, but he did. I don't mean he
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had hidden the luggage, of course. He took me round to
the front of the house, and there, to my immense relief,

was my luggage. Here was a fellow-Christian taking such
an interest in a perfect stranger. How it spoke to me of

the grace of Christ. He may not give us opportunities of
finding lost luggage, but there are other things that will
speak to people of the Lord Jesus Christ. God and men
are looking for a life witness, which will manifest "great
grace."

Second, a lip witness or testimony.

These men

certainly had a lip witness. As I read these early chapters
of the Acts I discover :

(a) A ivitness to a living Saviour.

*• With great power gave the apostles witness of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus."—.Acts 4. 33.

Lots of people are worshipping a dead Christ. They
have not a living Saviour, and you and I must shew forth
by life and lip that we have a living Saviour Who is a
glorious reality to us.

The determining factor on Mount Carmel was that
Elijah had a living God, and that God answered his cry.
It is the same to-day, in that the testimony that is going
to tell for God is that we have a living Saviour, One that

answers us, works for us, in us and through us.
(b) A definite witness.
Thev had a definite witness to the Lord Jesus Christ,

and if you and I want to help people to-day, it is essential
that we have the same—that we witness to a Divine Person ;
that our testimony does not end in turning to ourselves,
but that we are just pointers to the Lord Jesus Christ.
We must be like John the Baptist, for ever introducing

people to the Lord Jesus Christ, and with care and rever
ence-mentioning His name as"the Lord Jesus Christ."
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(c) A courageous -witness.

'God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ."—Acts 2.'36.

** His Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied
Him in the presence of Pilate."—Acts 3. 13.

Theirs w.ns a courageous witness. You will remember that

when it was seen what the Lord Jesus was doing through
them, they could not say anything. Theirs was a courageous
witness because it was accusing. It appealed to the
conscience. We shall find that if we give a courageous
witness to the Lord Jesus, it will cause people to be priclced
in their consciences. We cannot do it, but the Holy Spirit
can and will.

God will bless a courageous witness, and the simpler
it is, the better.
(d) .'In obedient witness.

*' Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken
unto you more than unto God, judge ye.

For we cannot but speak the things which we have
seen and heard."—Acts 4. 19.

** Then Peter and the other apostles answered and

said. We ought to obey God rather than men."
—Acts 5. 29.

If we went down from Swanwick with a testimony
like that, *' we ought to obey God rather than men," it
would be intensely helpful to us in our Christian lives, and
through us to others.
(e) A conclusive witness.

"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there

is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved."—.Acts 4. 12.

No salvation in any other! Have you a testimony like
that? Do you look upon the Lord Jesus as the Saviour?
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Have you a clear testimony? Do you tell men that they
cannot be saved in any other way than by simple faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ?
(f) .'1 joyful witness.

I am sure it was a prayerful witness, and it was also

a joyful witness. When they were exposed to threatenings
and punishment, and even attempted murder, they still
rejoiced:

"Rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer
shame for His name."—Acts 5. 41.

They rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer!
Do you think thev sang? 1 feel sure they did. Paul and
Silas did with their feet "fast in the stocks."

When the

Lord Jesus comes in and sanctifies us, He gives us a song.

In difficult times, when we would not naturally sing, in

times when humanly speaking we would go under, in times
when we would weep and cry, and self-pity would rule
over us; when we think we are amongst the worst treated
of men and that no other Christian suffers as we do, and no
one has such unfortunate circumstances—these are the times

when the Lord Jesus gives overcoming grace and power,
and a song.

(g) A fruitful witness.
"There were added unto them about three thousand
souls."—Acts 2. 41.

"And the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved."—Acts 2. 47.

"Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and

John, and perceived that they were unlearned and
ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took know
ledge of them, that they had been with Jesus."
—.Acts 4. 13.
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Oh, that people may look at us anid see that we have
been with Jesus, and learned of Him!

What will

it

matter if they fail to understand us, so long as they see
Him and put their trust in Him?

The most important thing, however, is how we are
going to get this power.

Some people call this "power for service." It may
be *' power for service," but I tell you that before we can
have "power for service," there has to be a deep work

in your heart and mine, even a real cleansing from sin.
'* Cleanse me from my sin, Lord,
Put Thy power within. Lord,

Take me as I am, Lord, and
Make me all Thine own."

The Lord Jesus had told these men to " wait for the
promise of the Father." What was that?

"Ye shall be baptised with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence."

The day of Pentecost came and they were indeed
baptised by the Holy Ghost. I believe that, and 1 believe

also that they were cleansed from sin when the tongues
of living flame came on them in the upper room.

Peter said

afterwards, referring

to

the

Gentile

believers: "And God, Which knoweth the hearts, bare

them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as He did
unto us . . . and put no difference between us and them,

purifying their hearts by faith."—Acts 15. 8, 9.
The implication is the Gentiles received the same as

the apostles received on the day of Pentecost, heartpurification by faith.
Has your heart been cleansed? Power in itself may

be dangerous. God will not entrust you or me with His
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power unless we want it for His Glory. He is not going
to trust it to an uncleansed vessel.

He waits and wants

to cleanse us. "There is power in the Blood." The Holy-

Spirit takes that Precious Blood and applies it to your
heart and mind, making them clean. Then we, like those
apostles, may be "filled with the Holy Spirit." As
Mr. Wilkes used to say, we need the Blesser and the

blessing.
Child of God, will you let in the Blesser? Just as one

day you opened your heart and said,"Come in and forgive
my sins, Lord Jesus, and give me the witness of the Spirit

that I am a child of God," will you open your heart again
and say, " Lord Jesus, cleanse my heart by Thy HolySpirit, and fill it that I may overflow and be Thy witness,"
a witness glorifying God and fruitful for time and for
eternitv?
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1 have been led to take the study of the word
Christian, as recorded in the New Testament as the basis

of our Bible-reading, and my purpose is to show, as God
shall help me, that the experience of sanctification, that
work of grace in our hearts subsequent to conversion, is

not something abnormal, nor is it only for a favoured few,
nor was it ever meant that we should postpone it until we
reach Heaven. All Scripture bears its witness to the fact

that God means it-to be the normal experience of every true
follower of the Lord Jesus.

Before turning to the references where this word

Christian " occurs, I want to make one or two very

obvious, and, amongst all believers, accepted, statements.
First, the Bible is what man must believe, and what
man must practise. This is merely another way of saying
the Bible, unmutilated and unabridged, is our only Rule
of Faith and Practice.

Then, in the second place, I want to say that, written
in characters which are unmistakable, there stands out on
every page of the Old Testament the Sovereignty and the
Truth of God. And turning to the pages of the New
Testament, we discover therein revealcHl one other attribute,
namely, the Grace of God. Sovereignty, Truth and Grace,
these three—and around these moves the whole of the

Divine revelation. Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
That is, the truth concerning God in His sovereignty and
holiness, as well as the truth concerning man in his sin
and helplessness, and the grace which meets man's need,
and remedies his helplessness, and leads him once more

to an obedient and loving recognition not only of God as
sovereign, but as his Heavenly Father.
82

A Bible Christian

And thirdly, I want to make one other statement, and
it is this : all revelation, from the earliest pages of the
Bible unto its completion, moves to one supreme and

glorious end, the restoration of the Divine image in man,
and also the restoration of the whole creation to the

original glory of the first Paradise, when it shall once

more come under the rule and authority of God.

The Fall, not merely the doctrine, but the fact, makes
clear the violation of that Image, and the curse which

rests upon creation, while Redemption in its fullest and
deepest meaning provides for the renewal and restoration

of that Image, and the realm of Eternity to which the whole
creation is moving will witness the spotless, blameless

manifestation of that Image in all its glorious perfection.
As we have borne the image of the carthly-O glorious

truth-we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. The
»

and as
unalterable.
Wo shall be like Him, for we shall see Him
He is."

The mystery of the origin of evil, as well as its mani
festation in the present creation, must remain a mystery
beyond our intellect to fathom, but we ha%'e the assurance

that in the new heavens and the new earth, which some
of us believe are so soon to be ushered in, there shall in

nowise—a double negative, expressing a strong denial,
"assuredly not,""by no means "—enter into it anything
unclean, or he, i.e., Satan, that maketh an abomination,
and a lie (R.V.), the glorious experience which these words

foreshadow, we can within limited measure, and by faith,
ante-date even now.

I would say, especially to any young convert, it is of
the utmost importance at the very commencement of our
Christian life that we have a right perspective, a clear
understanding of what the privileges and possibilities are

which God calls us to experience, as well as the responsi
bilities which rest upon us as followers of the Lord Jesus.
c:
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You who are familiar with your Bible will remember
that the word Christian is mentioned only three times in

the New Testament, in Acts, ch. xi. 26, ch. xxvi. 28, and
1 St. Peter, ch. iv. 16, and in these three references we

have (i) The Meaning, (ii) The Characteristics, and (iii) The
Experience which is the foundation of, and which gives

rise to, the character, and explains the meaning of the
term Christian.

we
in

First, then, as to the Meaning.

In Acts xi. 26,

read. The disciples

Christians first

Antioch.

The

term

were called
Christian

was

never

meant

to express merely a religious belief, but rather to single

out and mark off a particular kind of a person. The
equivalent in the Old Testament is"man of God," God's

man, devoted to, and dominated and controlled by, God.
Whatever the origin of the word Christian, it is very
evident that it was coined to denote the peculiar qualities
of the person who bore the title. It was not intended
originally that the word should be used as an adjective.
The disciples were called Christians, adherents of Christ,
Christ's men, His devoted followers, revealing a character

rather than professing a creed.
Secondly, let us look at the Characteristics of the

Christian. We read in verse 21, A great number believed
and turned unto the Lord. Their faith in Christ brought

about a fundamental change in themselves, "they turned
unto the Lord." That is, they were converted, in all the
accepted meaning of that term. It was not that they had
changed their religious belief, but that they themselves
were changed. We are told that when Barnabas was come

to Antioch, and had "seen the grace of God,"

glad, and he exhorted them that with purpose of ear
they would cleave unto the Lord.

What was it t a

Barnabas saw? The words mean that these discip es were

radiating the very grace of God, their whole persona i y
had come \mder its sweet and purifying influences, an as

they lived their lives amidst so much that was pagan, an
34

A Bible Christian

sinful, and antagonistic, they carried about with them
wherever they went all the unmistakable evidences of lives

which had been transformed by the mighty grace of God.

They were other-worldly, their whole being was bathed in
the grace of God, they were supernatural. On no merely
human grounds could the mighty change in them be

explained. They had "turned unto the Lord," and as a
result the very Hall-mark of Heaven rested on them.
Barnabas "saw " the grace of God, he did not listen to
their testimony merely, he watched their lives, which
evidently were for more eloquent for God tlian even their

spoken testimony. They were saying with their lives what

Paul said later : I bear in my body the marks which
proclaini that 1 belong to Christ.
Then we read that Barnabas exhorted them that with

purpose of heart they would continue to cleave unto the

Lord.

That is a word of tremendous meaning; he

encouraged them to go on cleaving unto the Lord with a
heart which turned neither to the right hand nor to the left
—to use a colloquialism, to stick to the Lord, even as

David cries in the 119th Psalm : *' 1 have chosen the way
of truth . . . I have stuck unto Thy testimonies." It is
quite evident that this was the way these disciples in

Antioch hod begun their Christian experience; quite simplv
they understood what was required of them, and they were
" cleaving unto the Lord," and Barnabas, seeing this,
exhorted them to continue doing so with purpose of heart,

knowing neither variation nor change, a heart set to obey
God's commands.

A little later Paul joined Barnabas in Antioch, and we
read "that a whole year they assembled themselves with

the Church, and taught much people." It is easily inferred
that these whole-hearted disciples faithfully carried out the
teaching.

They had " turned unto the Lord."

Their

*' faith in Him " was a living and potent factor in their

experience, so that in every act of their daily lives they
manifested the grace of God to the extent that it could
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be "seen," and "with purpose of heart" they '* con
tinued to cleave unto the Lord." As a result the inhabit
ants of Antioch had to find some term which would

adequately describe these people, and so we read, "The
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch."
There is yet one other Characteristic given us in one

of the remaining references. 1 St. Peter 4. 16 (R*V.):" If
a man sufTer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but
let him glorify God in this name." It costs to be a
Christian. If you would turn unto the Lord, and believe
in Him, and with purpose of heart cleave unto Him, and
walk obediently the pathway He has marked out for His
disciples to tread, then without doubt it will involve suffer
ing. When our Lord laid down the conditions of disciple-

ship during His life among men. He laid them down for
each succeeding generation, and His word is just as
authoritative to-day as when He uttered it: " If any man

will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow Me."

The thing which is liable to escape our attention is
the fart that it is not a matter of merely personal suffering,

but rather is it spoken of as"the fellowship of His suffer
ing." When the Lord Jesus took the pathway of the Cross,
He emptied Himself, becoming obedient unto death, and
He calls us to no less. Only as we inwardly know utter
detachment of spirit, and with all our ransomed being we
cleave unto the Lord, are we joyfully willing, cost what it
may, to pay the price, and go all the way with Him.

But let it not be supposed that the pathway the
Christian is called upon to pursue is one of painful endur
ance. In the things of the spirit there is an experience o

suffering little removed from the highest honour whic can
be conferred upoji us, because right at the centre o t a
experience is a Cross, and, because of that Cross, para
doxical as it may appear, there is such a thing as our
being "sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, of being poor, ye
making many rich, and as having nothing, an ye
possessing all things."
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It is not possible for you and me, if we would be
wholly true to our Lord, to be Christians and escape the
suffering consequent thereto. We are living in a world

which is far away from God, and in its spirit antagonistic
to Him, and it is to such a world our testimony to Christ
has to be given.
"Yet it was well, and Thou has said in season,
'As is the Master shall the servant be,' .

Let me not subtly slide into the treason.
Seeking an honour which they gave not Thee."
And now, lastlv, let us look at the experience which

is the foundation of, and which gives rise to, the charac
ter, and explains the meaning of the term Christian.

In .Acts, chap. xxvi. 28, we read, "Then Agrippa
said

unto

Christian."

Paul, Almost thou

persuadest me to be a

This is the third reference where this word

is used. The contents of this chapter are amongst the
most familiar to us of all the great chapters of the Bible.

It is of more than passing interest to note that Paul him
self did not use the word Chrislian; he did speak of

"saints," but as he stood there before the king, a witness
to his Lord, he outlined in language so winsome and
attractive, and with a meaning which could not be mis

taken, the character of a Christian, such as riveted the
attention of the king and compelled him to acknowledge,
at least, the desirability of attaining to such a character,
even if he was not willing to accept the challenge and
actually be one.

One thing is certain, there was no mistaking Paul's
definition of what a Christian was, recorded for us in the

18th verse of this chapter, and it is this definition which 1

speciallv desire to study with you in closing, because we
there find that the experience of snnctification which we

Seek to emphasise in this Conference is not something
exceptional and remote, but that God intends it to be the
normal experience of every true Christian.
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The thing which makes this definition of special
significance is the fact that Paul says he received it direct
from the Lord Jesus Himself. It was a word spoken
audibly to him from the Lord in Heaven, and came as a

Divine revelation of God's will for every believer. If we
can but grasp this glorious fact, it seems to me that all
opposition to this blessed truth of Scriptural Holiness

would for ever fade from our hearts, and we would reach
out with all our ransomed faculties for the full fulfilment

of all that is spoken of in this 18th verse.

Here you have five phases of one glorious whole. A
full-orbed Gospel. A full salvation. Let us note it in its
order :

1. Opened eyes.

2. Turning from darkness to light.
3. From Satan's power to GocTs.
4. Receiving the forgiveness of sins.
5. .And the inheritance of the sanctified.

Then there follows the one condition upon which all that
is spoken of in this five-fold revelation can be made ours

—By faith that is in Me.
Compressed within the narrow limits of this 18th verse

we have in outline the story of the first three chapters of
Genesis, and the fulfilment of the promised redemption.
Hcr(? is the story of the Fall, and of the consequences
which followed; of man's sinful state, and spiritual need;
and of the provision God has made to remedy that condi
tion, and meet the need, and thus to restore us to full
relationship with Himself,

When Adam sinned, two consequences followed: he for

feited his inheritance, and came under bondage.
vision of God faded, darkness obscured the Sun

The
of

Righteousness, the power of Satan held man in captivity,
sin defiled him, his conscience accused him, he was reduced
to spiritual poverty, and utter ruin overtook him.
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Then when the fulness of time was come, Christ, the
promised Redeemer, appeared and accomplished on the
Cross redemption for lost mankind.

"O loving wisdom of our God!
When all was sin and shame,

A second Adam to the fight
And to the rescue came.

O wisest love! that fiesh and blood,
Which did in Adam fail,

Should strive afresh against the foe,
Should strive and sliould prevail."
In tlie New Testament there are certain words used

in reference to our salvation which imply redemption by

price, that is, by the payment of a ransom; and, redemp
tion by power, embracing the idea of forcible rescue by

dealing with the enemy, and thus releasing the captive.
This double meaning can readily be understood through the
Cross of Christ. The Lord Jesus was not only our Substi
tute, but our Saviour; He not only suffered for us at
Calvary, but He dealt with our enemies, and openly

triumphed over them in the Cross.

It is this glorious

truth which the Apostle is emphasising in this 18th verse.
The words have within them the very music of the dawn,
speaking as they do of the opening of the eyes, the dark

ness giving place to the light, the Sun of Righteousness
arising with healing in His wings, carrying the promise
that our Sun shall no more go down, for the Lord shall be

our everlasting light, and the days of our mourning shall
be for ever ended.

The forgiveness of sins, at which so many professing
Christians seem to rest content, is but a part—a great part
—but only part, of a full salvation which it is God's will
that we should experience and enjoy in this life.
Christ's redemptive work dealt not only with sin, but

with the sinner, and more : He dealt with Satan, destroy39
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ing him that had the power of death, bringing to naught
his works, and delivering them who were subject to
bondage, and thus restored to man his forfeited inherit
ance. And so we read, " In Whom we have redemption

through His Blood, the forgiveness of sins .. . in Whom
also we have obtained an inheritance ..

In the words which the Apostle uses to describe the
character of the true Christian we can clearly trace the
avenues along which the soul thirsts for its rightful heritage,
and this can be summed up in four words—Peace, Purity,
Possession and Power. God means that this should be the

happy experience of every true child of His, but how few
comparatively speaking seem to understand that this is
His will and provision for them.

In order to obtain peace of mind, our conscience

demands either an acquittal, or forgiveness. This is the
meaning of the words in Romans 2. 15 : "Their con

science bearing

witness . . . accusing

or else

excus

ing ..." The awakened soul whose eyes have been opened

turns instinctively from the darkness to the light, and
conscious of its sin, and sinful condition, realises it has
no grounds on which to claim an acquittal, and being

condemned, can only cry to God for pardon at His hands.
In the words which the Apostle uses, he "receives the
forgiveness of sins
it is this which brings peace to the

convicted soul. But then Paul goes on to speak of some
further experience, of which the forgiveness of sins is but
the beginning. From forgiveness he goes on to cleansing,
for he speaks of "them which are sanctified," and have
received "an inheritance," showing us very clearly that
God not only deals with our sins, but with the thing which
causes Its committal. It is His sanctifying work within
the soul which enables us with "purpose of heart to cleave
unto the Lord."

He bestows something. He removes

something, and by the efficacy of the precious Blood, and
the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit we know what
it is to have not only peace with God, but the peace of
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God. This leads us to ask, What is peace?

What is its

real nature? The ordinary dictionary definition is,"quiet,
freedom from war, or disturbance, calm, rest." This after
all is a somewhat incomplete explanation. Real and

abiding peace consists of a three-fold character, and
aises, first, from the destruction of the enemy, of all that
disturbs our peace. This is exactly what the Bible .shows
us the Lord Jesus did for us upon the Cross (see Romans,
ch. 6, and Ephesians, ch. 2. 12 to 22, and Colossians,
ch. 2. 13 to 15, as well as many other references). Secondly,
it arises from a sense of security. Everyone realises, and

the fact is being demonstrated in Europe to-day, that peace
based upK>n an armistice carries with it no sense of security;
that is why armaments are being piled up among the
nations in preparation for the moment when the enemy

shall again rise up to strike. The Lord Jesus entered into
no armistice with our enemy. The strongest words are
used in Scripture to show us how He dealt with him.
Thank God we have in the Lord Jesus not only One Who

has destroyed the enemy, but One in Whom we can rest
with the utmost sense of security.

Then, in the third

place, real peace arises from a sense of sufficiency, of
enoughness, if I may be allowed to coin a word. Have we
tliis in Christ? Yes, verily. He is the Author of eternal
salvation. He is able to save to the uttermost, completely,

evermore, as the words mean. We read of "all grace,"

of"always having all sufficiency."
Thus we SCO in Christ our bondage to sin for ever

ended, and our forfeited inheritance restored, a heritage
of peace, of purity and of power, so that we can be all
that God requires of us, living in unbroken fellowship
with Himself, and empowered by the Holy Ghost to be
His witnesses.

O let us grasp this glorious fact that God has not only

forgiven our sins, but that He can purify our hearts, and
bestow on us the inheritance among them that are sancti

fied, and that it is His will to do this now, without our
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having to endure a '* wilderness experience" of forty
years before we enter the Canaan of His promised rest.

The question remains, How is this to be obtained?
The Lord Jesus Himself has given us the one abiding con
dition; it is: " By faith that is in ME." Not our resolvings, our struggles, our vows or our tears. By no slow
process of education or increased knowledge will this glorious
experience become ours. It is ever and only "By faith
that is in ME "—Faith in Him means faith in Who He is,

and what He is, and what He did, and in His willingness,
and ability thus to illumine our darkness, liberate our

souls, destroy our sin, sanctify our spirit, restore our for
feited inheritance, and empower us for true Christian
living.

" By faith that is in ME." My last word is a quota

tion which I came across recently defining that act of
faith which makes this full salvation actual in the experi

ence of every true child of God, thus making us a

Christian in the full meaning of that term.
"It is not an assent of the understanding merely,

nor a feeling of the sensibility, nor an act of the
will, but belongs to the centre of human person
ality, to the heart; with the heart man belicveth

unto righteousness. I BELIEVE : the man him
self is the believer, goes out of himself, and appro
priates Christ. As passive and receptive, faith
makes the whole soul empty for the reception of
liim; as active and energetic, it puts forth all its
powers to embrace Him."

Will you not thus make the whole soul empty for Him,
and receive Him Who of God is made unto us wisdom,

and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.
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A certain group of students who were studying under
a professor of bacteriology, decided that they would try a

practical joke on him. They took an insect and removed
its wings, added a few more legs, other wings, horns, etc.,

and painted it. They took it to the professor and asked
him to name this '* specimen." They waited with bated
breath while he carefully examined it. At last, looking up,
he said, " Gentlemen, it is a ' Humbug'"! I think this
is rather like what God must think when He looks at some

of us. We may have angels' wings (some of us!) and
look like seraphs (sometimes I), but God looks on the
heart, not at our faces. What does God see as He looks
at our hearts?

Holiness is not just for a few people—many think it is;
I used to think it was, that was because I did not know.
It is a command of God to all, "Be ye holy, for I am

holy." We are told that without holiness "no man shall
see the Lord." It is not for those who have special gifts
or qualifications, but it is the birthright of every bloodwashed child of God.

Holiness from start to finish is the

work of God. It comes to the soul by the Holy Ghost Who

applies the precious blood. We must not imagine that we
can be saved bv grace and then sanctified by works 1

For

many years (if you will pardon a word of personal testi
mony) I imagined that provided that I was born again, if
I surrendered myself and consecrated myself, and so on,

then I should become holy in process of time. I am afraid
I realised it would take a very long time! .At length God
brought me to see it was not anything that / could do
myself (and it was a wonderful revelation to my soul when
I realised), it is God that must do the work of cleansing
and filling.
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There is a great responsibility in coming to a Holiness
Convention. It is a tragic thing to know the truth if it
does not make any difference to our lives. It is a glorious
privilege to be here, but it is also a responsibility.
Shall we read .Matthew 5. 1-16?

Christ says, "Ye

are the salt of the earth"(not sugar!) " Ye are the light

of the world" (not a glow-worm or a will-o'-the-wisp I).
1 suppose if we are honest many of us would have to admit
that there is either no savour about us at all, or else we

have lost our savour, and if the world were to do with us
as should be done with salt that has lost its savour, we

should be "cast out and trodden under the foot of men "!

We should also have to admit that although we have pro

fessed to follow the Lord Jesus Christ Who has promised

to give us the light of life, yet our light is not"so shining

before men "that they are '* glorifying our Father which Is
in Heaven." How often have we heard said, "Well, if

that is a Christian, thank God I am not one
or," I do
not wish to have anything to do with Christianity
or,
" What is there different about them? They go the same

way, read the same literature, talk the same, dress the
same, and are just as much taken up with the things of
this world." When we hear these things we realise the
necessity for Christians to be holy. Our own hearts and
lives are sufficient evidence for the necessity of a second
work of grace in the heart.
Look at the Beatitudes—verses 3-10. Note those whom

G«kI calls blessed. I suppose we should not agree unless
Jesus Christ had told us. Take verse 4: We say, "that is
for me, many a time I have mourned
but when we get
to verse 8, we say, " not just yet, when we get to the

Glory." Thus we pick and choose which of these verses
we will have.

God intended the whole of these Beatitudes

for His children and they are all meant for you and for
me. There is a special reason for the order in. which they
are placed.
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Verse 3:"Blessed arc the poor in spirit for theirs is

the Kingdom of Heaven." It is a healthy thing to be
conscious of one's own spiritual poverty, of the plague of
one's own heart, and it is not until we get to that position

(and which Jesus Christ calls "blessed ") that God can

begin to bless us. If you are conscious of need, of the
powerlessness of your own life and its fruitlessness, )ou
are in the way of the "blessed." " Blessed ... for
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven." There are endless
resources for those who are prepared to draw upon the
Bank of Heaven.

It is not until God's people begin to

realise that there is sin in the life (even though they be

Christians) that they will seek sanctification. Sinners
rarely seek salvation until they realise they are lost. So
long as a man is doped with the opinion of other men
about himself, that he is, for example, a splendid father

or a loving husband, etc., he is never likely to realise his
need of salvation. Christ said, " I have not come to call

the righteous but sinners to repentance." Similarly it is
hot until a Christian is brought to see the plague of his
own heart that he will say, " O Lord, purify me and fill
me with the Holy Ghost." A person who knows every

thing (or who thinks he knows everything) will never seek
to improve his knowledge; he just simply goes about

thinking that no one can teach him anything, and he learns
nothing at all. It is when a man realises he knows nothing
that he begins to learn. So also the "poor in spirit" are
the most likely to avail themselves of the unsearchable
riches of Christ. Therefore they are termed " blessed."

Verse 4 :"Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall
be comforted."

When we realise our own poverty of

spirit then we begin to mourn over it. Blessed is the man
who mourns over the plague of his own heart, for he shall
be comforted. God has promised the Holy Ghost, the
Comforter. Solomon, in his prayer at the dedication of the

temple, was conscious of this condition of heart (1 Kings
8. 38), "which shall know every man the plague of his
45

Chii$lim Blessedneu

own heart." If we know the fact, the Lord Jesus Christ
declares that we are in the way of blessing when we
honestly mourn over it. For the Comforter is not far away.
Verse o :"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit

the earth." We begin to esteem ourselves as very, very
little, and very, very low in the sight of God. Once we
thought we were respectable Christians, but now we begin

to lose self-conceit and "dignity," and to feel that unless
God does something for us, we would rather die than go
on as we are.

Verse 6:" Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness, for they shall be filled." This is the
ne.xt stage. It is the inevitable outcome of the work of
grace mentioned in verses 3, 4 and 6. An intense hearthunger. " Oh that Thou wouldest bless me indeed"

(1 Chron. 4. 10). This realisation of need, resulting in a
thirst after God, may come through contact with some
Spirit-filled radiant Christian, as in my own experience.
[God had done something for my sister. It made me

thirsty.

I imagined I could quickly dispose of all her

doctrine as being either unsound or illogical!—but I could
never account for her life or answer her experience, which

were radiant and overflowing. While I was trying to find

fault with her doctrine, she was"believing"for me to be
brought into blessing!]
God's readiness to bless us is far greater than our
anxiety to be blessed. To reach this point of hunger and

thirst through the stages above mentioned, makes retreat

out of the question. The fish may play with the bait until
It bites, but after the hook has entered its mouth every

effort at retreat only makes matters worse. For the
genuine seeker after purity of heart, henceforth it will be

either holiness or hell. Dr. George D. Watson said when
he was in this particular state, " I hated myself. I
despised my talents. I scorned my place in the church; my
very soul used to break in its longings to be like Jesus."
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In'the depth of a well it is possible to see the stars in the
day time. Everything around is dark; only the uplook is
possible for the one seeking light. The proud man standing
on the mountain lop may have a wonderful view of the
landscape, scenery and sky, but he cannot see the stars,
"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after

righteousness, for they shall be filled."
Verse 7: " Blessed are the merciful^ for they shall

obtain mercy." Now the heart melts. The hardness gives
place to tenderness towards others, of whose defects we

very soon lose sight. While the beam is in mine own eye,

how can I see clearly to cast out the mote out of my
brother's eye?

Verse 8 ;"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God."

Holiness is not attainable: it is obtainable.

From start to finish it is the work of God. God is just
waiting to fill us with Himself. Lake Superior with its
thousands of gallons of water has an abundant supply, but
why is the little lock which adjoins it empty? It is wait
ing. What for? For something to be done at the lock—
a handle or lever to be moved.

On the one hand is God's

fulness, and here is my emptiness.

God waits for my

heart to be in a condition to believe and receive.

The

Holy Ghost begins by purifying the heart by faith (Acts
15. 9).

If only we could believe the promise 1

Unbelief

needs to be dealt with.
In Romans 7. 20 we read :

*' Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that

do it, but sin that dwelleih in me."
In 1 John 1. 7 we read :
"The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us
from all sin."

Yes, even the "sin that dwelleth in me "—that something
which prevents my doing the will of God from the heart.
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"My need and Thy great fulness meet,
And I have all in Thee."

Let us take God at His word and be cleansed now. God

will purify our hearts the moment we believe the promise.
This is blessing indeed, for then are the eyes of the heart
opened and we see God, at the same time losing sight of
other things which filled our vision before. "That we
should henceforth not live unto ourselves, but unto Him."
Verse 9:"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
be called the children of God."

Bishop Ellicott, in his

Commentary, says it means not a passive peace, but
"grace acting energetically upon others." Surely this
means "testify" to what God has done?

"Oh the peace my Saviour gives.
Peace 1 never knew before,

And my way has brighter grown
Since I've learned to trust Him more."

This invariably leads to the next stage of blessing.
Verse 10:" Blessed are they which are persecuted jor

righteousness sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven."
Persecution follows testimony. The above-mentioned stages

of blessing may call forth comments and criticisms from
the world, but not persecution until somehow it becomes

known that God has been working in the soul. So long as

you are conscious of spiritual poverty, mourning over the
plague of your own heart, others may pity and diagnose
your trouble as melancholia! So long as you hunger and
thirst after God, though you may be thought to be a
religious maniac, you will probably be left severely alone.
Yes, you may even have experienced the power of the
Precious Blood to cleanse your heart from unbelief so that
you can see God and receive the fulness of blessing, yet it
will disturb no one until you testify and give Him the
glory.

"All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution."
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Have you ever told anyone that you have been born again?
When you witness, do you mention

His Holy

Name?

"Thou shall call His Name Jesus for He shall save His

people from their sins." If you have " received the Holy
Ghost since you believed," have you glorified God by telling
others? If not, perhaps that is why you suffer no kind
of persecution from anyone? But if you do,

" Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your
reward in heaven."

Luke says, "Leap for Joy." Testimonv not only brings
persecution to you. but it brings conviction to others so

that they, too, find themselves in the path of the"blessed"
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" Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And He
laid His hands on her."

Christ's word of authority.

Christ's touch of power \
—St. Luke xiii. 10-17.

I am strangely feeling that the story of the healing of
this woman is a direct message from God to some one soul
here this morning. Someone who, perhaps, is feeling
spiritually very much like what this woman was physically.
1 may never know—no one but that one soul may ever
know it—but God is seeking to speak to some heart here

through this word, for these miracles of our Lord always

convey some deeply significant and spiritual lesson.
In order that we might follow the seven steps to
liberty and blessing, so easily discernible in this beautiful
story, I am going to ask you to visualise the scene in the
synagogue that Sabbath morning. We read that the Lord
was teaching. I want you to notice that word *' teaching."
There is a world of difference between teaching and preach

ing. We know from His custom when He went into the
svnagogue that the Lord would most certainly be unfolding

the meaning of some of the Old Testament Scriptures. I
have no warranty for what I am now going to say, but I

like to think it may have been the very same scripture with
which He heralded His public ministry in His own home
town of Nazareth, that He was now expounding in this

synagogue where this woman sat listening. If this was
so, then with what grace and power the words must have
fallen upon her ears, as she heard Him reading from
Isaiah's prophecy, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel . .. to
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heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives . . . to set at liberty them that are bruised."

And then say, as He possibly did, with the very certainty
of God,"This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears."

As though He were saying, " I am here to do this very
thing of which the prophet is writing."

I would love to have been there, for never man taught

like this Man. And He was teaching with a purpose. He
well knew that in that synagogue that morning there was
at least one needy soul, if not more, just as He knows all

about each one of us gathered here, for all things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with Whom we

have to do, and He knew that that weary soul needed just
what He was speaking about. In my own heart I fully
believe His purpose in thus teaching was to lay a founda
tion for the faith of this woman, and of all in the syna
gogue that morning, for true faith must ever have a

foundation on which to rest. Emotion may cause a thrill
of delight and of pleasure, but that will pass away and
fade as some mirage of the desert. Feelings alone, how
ever delightful they may be, will prove to be no foundation
on which our faith can rest. The joyous experience of
liberty and healing which awaited this woman must have

something more than mere emotion to build upon. And
so we listen to Him teaching, undoubtedly with this woman

in mind all the while. Watch her as Luke depicts her.

What unutterable sadness, what tragedy, what disap
pointed hope, what despair the words reveal: "Behold,

there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen
years, and was bowed together, and could in nowise lift up
herself."
The First Step.

Jesus saw her. Yes, He saw her from the very first
moment of the synagogue service that Sabbath morning.
What, think you, did He see? Was it only the bent form,
the wrinkled brow, the halting steps of a crippled woman?
He saw all that, but He saw infinitely more than that.
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The word used here means that He saw with an under

standing look. He was cognisant of her condition. He
took in at a glance all her need. His look penetrated to
the very deeps of her spiritual nature. He knew the

struggles, the vain efforts she had made to rid herself of
her bondage in her desire to be free. He counted the tears
she had wept over the thing which had brought her under
this power of evil. He knew also the unspeakable longings
which surged through her for deliverance. It may possibly
have been those longings which brought her to the syna

gogue. No, it was not merely the bent form of a crippled
woman which He saw. Oh, far more than that. He saw

a soul crushed with its bitter bondage, and yet not utterly
without a gleam of hope, for she had brought herself to the

place of blessing, she was in the synagogue. But yet, she
could in nowise lift up herself. Here she was Satan-bound,
and earth-bound. And the Lord knew the whole story of
those eighteen weary years.

Is this typical of someone here? Conscious of failure,
of some hidden sin, conscious of a spirit of infirmity, of
some "bond" you have struggled over, and wept over,
and vowed to have done with, and still you find yourself
where this woman was—could in nowise lift up herself.

That Sabbath day dawned as every other Sabbath for
the last eighteen years had dawned, and she had no idea
of the deliverance which awaited her before the sun set that

evening. And yet, hadn't she? There was this in her
favour, she put herself in the way of blessing, she took
herself to where the Saviour was to be found.

Bowed

together as she was, it was not possible for her to see His
face, but her ears heard words of grace and tenderness as

they fell from His lips as He was teaching which must
at least have compelled her to feel, if not to say, never

man spake like this Man. Would it be playing with one's
imagination to suppose that as she listened she was saying
in her heart," If anyone can deliver me, here is the One."
52

Seoen Steps to Liberty.

This is the first step to blessing and to liberty, a recog
nition that He knows all about your need, and that He
alone can meet it.
The Second Step.

He called her lo Him. Having laid a foundation for

her faith, He now singles her cut from that congregation,
and called her to Him. It was a personal call, it reached

a heart already made responsive by His gracious teaching.
She could have refused that call.

And yet, could she?

For that call was irresistible. She recognised instinctively

that it was no ordinary call; something told her it was a
call to deliverance, to liberty, to the freedom for which she

had struggled, and wept, and longed, but yet had never
found. It was Christ's call to her. It was personal. It
was unmistakable.

She heard it; she found herself say

ing, He is calling vie. And she knew within herself it
was the call of One Who was able and willing to meet her
every need.

And so He calls you to Him, whoever you may be,
conscious of some spirit of infirmity, some bondage, some

crippling weakness in your life. Whatever it may be, as
in the case of this woman, it need not prevent you respond

ing to His call. His is a call to end your failure, your
fruitless struggles, your vain endeavours, for have you not
long ago discovered that however much you may try, you
can in nowise lift up yourself. He calls you just as you

are to Himself, helpless and possibly almost in despair.
His call to you is the call of One able to meet your need,
whatever it mav be. It is God's call to holiness (1 Thcss.

4. 7). Will you not heed His call?
The Third Step.

Her response, her obedience to the call. While it may
not actually be recorded, yet we know she came in response
to that call and knelt before Him. She was willing, cost

what it mav to pay the price, in order to obtain that which
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for eighteen years she had struggled to possess, freedom,
glorious, measureless freedom, and the price was within
her means, as it is within the means of every one of us.
It meant: (1) A humbling. Do you think it cost her

nothing to take her way, with possibly a thousand eyes
fastened on her, in addition to the critical eye of the
censorious ruler of the synagogue, and cast herself at the

feet of Him Who was calling her?

Her sensitive soul

must have shrunk from the ordeal, and yet this was only
part of the price. This is ever the pathway, and the price
if we would enter into liberty, humbling ourselves before
Him, and if necessary before others also. It meant:
(2) An acknoivledgment of her condition, and a confession

of her need. She may perhaps in the past have sought to
hide all this from others, but she had never been able to
hide it from herself, nor could she hide it from the Lord.

She knew she was suffering from a spirit of infirmity, she
knew she was bowed together, and, what was most tragic,
she knew it was a bond which Satan had forged around

her. All this would be discovered; there could be no hiding
it. Her need was not so much a physical need, although
she suffered in the body, but a spiritual one, and the suffer

ings of the soul are always the more poignant. Satan
had bound her. She had not always been thus, and Christ's
"ought not" in verse 16 recognises Satan's usurpation.
We are not told the cause of her bondage, and we dare
not attempt to name it. She who suffered knew, and He
Who alone could deliver her knew—that was sufficient.

She was well on the way to liberty when, casting
aside all reserve, she knelt at His feet.

Her very atti

tude was a confession, full and unrestrained.

However,

much she may have excused herself in the past, or blamed
her circumstances, or her disposition, she knew she could
do so no longer. Whatever her need, she knew that at last
she was at the feet of the very One Who could meet her
need, and set her free.
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Is it not just here that many a soul who is seeking
deliverance from bondage fails to get through to blessing?
Do not let us be cheated out of the blessing. One act of
full and unreserved confession, unburdening the heart in

all its need, and honestly facing our "spirit of infirmity,
whatever it may be, and bringing it to the Lord Jesus,
cannot fail to open to us the gateway to a full and glorious
deliverance." If we confess . • . He is faithful . . .

I remember hearing of a man who professed to be

seeking holiness, but yet he never got anywhere notwith
standing all his seeking. He attended Convention after
Convention, and still he was no nearer receiving the bless

ing. One day he met a friend, and said to him,"I don't
know what it is which is keeping me out of the blessing."
His friend, who took in the situation at a glance, very

wisely refrained from discussing the difficulty with him,
but looking him steadily in the face, quietly remarked,
If I were in your place, and didn't know what was keep
ing me out of the blessing, I would go home to my room

and get down on mv knees before the Lord and make a
guess." Some little'time later they again met, but before
ever a word was spoken his friend knew the mighty trans
action had taken place. The man was simply transformed;

there was a glow and a freshness about him as if the dew
of youth had been restored to him; there was a spring in
his step and a light on his face that never was on land or
sea. Everything about the man spoke of a soul at liberty.
Taking his friend by the hand, he said, in explanation of
his glad experience, "You said the other day that if you
were in my place and didn't know what was keeping you
out of the blessing, you would go home and make a guess.

I followed your advice. I went home, and got alone with
God, and made a guess, and I finessed right the first time."

We smile at the story. And yet is it not true? If we would

only be honest with ourselves, many of us could make a
correct guess the moment we faced the issue. Generally
speaking, it is not a multiplicity of things which hinder us :
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the battle rages around one thing. It will take us just as
long to receive the blessing of a clean heart as it takes us
to come to that point of guessing right with reference to

the thing which is keeping us out of the blessing. God
will not keep us waiting.
It meant: (3) A surrender of herself, just as she Tvas,
to the Lord. If she was to be loosed from her infirmity,
her own efforts must cease, and she must surrender her
self unconditionally to Him Who alone could deliver her.
And this is just what she did. And in like manner must
our surrender be complete and unreserved. It is He Who

undertakes to do all that is necessary to bring about our
deliverance. Does He not say, "Then will I sprinkle
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all vour

filthmess, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you '. . .
I will take away the stony heart . . . I will give you an
heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes." As though to get our

eyes off ourselves and on to Him, seven times He says,
" I will," in this one passage.
The Fourth Step.

He laid His hands on her. When she had come to an

end of herself, and had ceased from her own efforts, and
had taken her hands off. He laid His hands on her. Oh
wondrous scene! Watch her as she kneels in all her need

and impotency at the feet of the Lord Jesus. He laid His

hands on her, that was all—but that was enough. She
felt the quickening touch of the Son of God, and imme

diately she was made straight, and glorified God.
His touch has still its ancient power. It is the same
t<^ay as when long, long ago Jacob felt that touch upon

him, changing both his name and his nature, and making
him a prince of God. Job knew it, for he cries, "the
hand of God hath touched me." It was the consciousness

of that which kept him from sinking in the deep waters.
It ^^as that"touch " of God which explained the mystery
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of all his suffering, and enabled him to cry, '* when He
hath tried me, 1 shall come forth as gold." Isaiah experi
enced that purifying touch upon his Hps, which took away

his iniquity and made him a mighty herald of the coming
Redeemer. And there were many others of the Old Testa
ment saints who had had that touch, while all through the

Gospels we see the efficacy of that touch.

Will you not

bring yourself this morning to the place at His feet where
He can lay His hands on you, and touch you into freedom
and power?
The Fifth Step.

Christ's Word of Power. We can only make conjec

ture as to what it was which caused this tragic condition
of infirmity in this woman, but in its final analysis we
know it was sin, for we are told it was of Satan. There

fore, is it any wonder that in seeking to rid herself of it
she found that all her efforts ended in failure?

For she

could in nowise lift up herself. But now, at an end of
herself, and in the place of surrender and abandonment to

Him, she is where He can put forth His almighty power.
And so it will be with us. There is only one place
where we can hear Him speak the liberating word which
shall break our fetters, and set us free, and that is at His
feet in utter abandonment of ourselves to Him.

Who can measure the gladness which swept through

the whole of her being as she heard the Lord speak the word
which set h'er free—Woman, thou art loosed from thine

infirmitv. Her faith in that moment must have leaped
forth to meet His power, and her liberty was restored.

How His words must have thrilled her soul with the very
music of Heaven. This word which the Lord used, and

which brought freedom to her, means to release, to set at
liberty, and is a different one to that which He used to
the ruler of the synagogue in the 15th verse. This latter
word means loosed—but led, with the idea rather of the

halter still around the neck, bringing back again to
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captivity. But when the Lord set this woman free it was
a loosing to full liberty. And this is how the Lord alwaj-s
loves to deliver. There is a beautiful expression used of
Him in the Acts of the .Apostles, where we read that He

went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed
of the devil. This is exactly what He did to this woman,
and what Ho longs to do for every soul which has come
under bondage.
Tiiii Sixth Step.

Her consequent experience. And immediately she was
made straight. To borrow words from the account of
another miracle of the Lord, she felt in her body that she

was healed of that plague.

Something happened, as it

always is bound to happen when surrender and faith come
into contact with Christ's power. For then it is that He

can speak the liberating word, and with His kingly touch
can break the fetters which enslave. She was made straight.
In that moment there was a revivifying of her youth. The
wrinkles were smoothed from her brow, the bent form was
made erect, the wasted years restored, and she was enabled

immediately to walk in the way of uprightness.

It was

not by some slow process of elimination, or education, but
by a direct touch of the Son of God, and through the
power of His word, that there came to her an instantaneous

deliverance. This took no longer than it took her to come
and cast herself in all her need at His feet in surrender

and trust. Her fruitless endeavours to straighten herself
were in on© moment for ever ended; her struggles to defeat

the foe gave place to resting on His word of power, and
immediately she was made straight, and from her lips
there ascended to Heaven a glad song of praise such as was
seldom heard in that synagogue. She glorified God.
And it is thus that the Lord desires to meet you, and
deliver you. The moment of surrender, unconditional and
complete, is the moment when the soul is enabled to really
believe unto a full deliverance, and it is in that moment that

we hoar the voice of the Lord bidding us be free. It is in
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that moment we become conscious of His touch of power
which makes the liberty, for which we have perhaps so

long and so vainly struggled, ours.
The Seventh Step.

The Lord's Word of Confirmatioti. Ought not this
woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath
bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond?
This was Christ's word, not only to the ruler of the syna

gogue, but to the woman herself. It is invariably so. The
Holy Spirit will always confirm the e.xperience of God's
sanctifying work In the soul with some direct and personal
word on which you can take your stand with all confidence,
and from which you need never go back. It was enough
for this woman to have heard the Lord Jesus use this
"ought not." It was her mightiest argument against

unbelief, and her strongest weapon against the adversary.

She accepted it as confirming the mighty work which had
been wrought in her that morning. That word of con
firmation carried with it all the authority of God. This

woman may have been entirely ignorant of all doctrine,
and may have known nothing of theology, but her faith
grasped the full significance of Christ's"ought not," and
she went forth to enjoy her God-given freedom.
And in -like manner God's word of confirmation will

be to vou His seal on the work which has been done in

your soul. It is not necessary that that word shall be the
same in every instance, but it is necessary and all-important

that you who are seeking full deliverance from sin, its guilt,
its defilement and its power, tarry at His feet until you hear

Him say to you words equivalent to,"Thou art loosed."
This

woman

was

in

covenant

relationship

with

Abraham, and consequently all the blessings which God
had promised to Abraham it was her right to enjoy. The
Lord Jesus recognised this fact, hence His"ought not this
woman to be loosed?" And equally, if you know His

saving grace, but yet are conscious of being under the
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power of sin, or in bondage, then, dear child of God, who
ever you may be, strive no longer to free yourself, but
come just as you are, and in utter surrender to Him, cast

yourself at His feet, and let Him speak the word which

shall deliver you, and let His hands, resting on you, break
the fetters which enslave.

Your experience of salvation

through faith in Him brings you into covenant relation
ship, and gives you the right to know in all its fulness His
sanctifying power. What assurance the word of the Lord
Jesus must have brought to this woman, as she heard
Him say, "Ought not this woman to be loosed?" And
it will bring the same assurance to you.
The purpose of our Swanwick Conference is to show

from God's Word that there is such an experience of liberty
and blessing, which this miracle typifies, which sanctifies
the soul and brings with It an enduement of power for

service. And it is the right of every child of God to enjoy
this because it has been made possible for us through the
Cross of Christ,

Do you think this woman ever forgot that Sabbath, and
what happened to her? Never. That would be impossible.
Could she forget that He had called her unto Him? Could
she ever forget the touch of the Son of God as He laid
His hands on her?

Could she ever cease to hear the music

of His word—Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity?
And if ever the moment came when she was tempted to

doubt, she had Christ's word of authority and the memory
of His touch of power with which to fortify her soul.
Is this not what some soul here may be needing? It
is not more teaching, or a clearer understanding of
doctrine, or a stronger resolution on your part not to be
overcome, which will bring deliverance to you. No, just

follow the steps so clearly revealed in the deliverance of
this woman, and you, too, shall find full deliverance at the
feet of your Saviour.
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Lift your eyes from yourself to your Deliverer, as He
waits to lay His hands on your fettered soul, and see in
those hands the wound-prints of the Cross.

Let them

speak to you of a Sacrifice sufficient for you; let them tell

again of the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness; let
them witness to you of the power of the Cross to break
the power of whatever fetter may be binding you; and let
Him lead vou by way of His Cross into the glorious
liberty of the children of God. So shall you be enabled to
go forth from this hour to walk with God, and enjoy a
life of unbroken fellowship with Him, and of sacrificial
service on behalf of the lost around you.
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THE WAY OF PERFECT LOVE.
—1 Corinthians 13.
Miss M. Bazeley.

For the sake of those of us who find it easier to think

.in terms of relationship, I believe God has given me a
little message through this great love chapter.
Everybody can understand the meaning of love, even
a little child, or a simpleton, or a heathen, or we might
say even a heretic, and so I will read this most wonderful
chapter in the Bible.

I consider myself in very good company when I use

this term (Perfect Love) in bringing to you a message of
full salvation. It is the term that was most acceptable to
John Wesley, and I believe the term that was most used
by the Apostle John, and I think even Paul himself came

to realise that after all the great doctrines of sanctification
were explained and thrashed out, it could all be summed
up in this one word "love," Divine Love, Perfect Love.
You notice in Col. 3. 14 that after Paul had been

telling them what it meant to be separated and sanctified,
and explaining in those very well-known verses just what
it was all about, then he says :
"And above all these things put on love, which is
the bond of perfectness."

Now John Wesley says that the ground of a thousand
mistakes is in not considering deeply—that Love is the
highest gift of God, and that all visions and manifestations

whatever are little things compared with love. If you are
looking for anything but more love, you are looking wide
of the mark—you are getting out of the Royal Way. And,
if you ask others, " Have you received this blessing, or
that blessing?" and you mean anything but more love,
you are wrong, and putting them on a false scent.
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Settle it therefore in your heart that from the moment

that God has saved you from all sin (notice it is from the
moment that God has saved yoti from all sin)—from that

moment you are to aim at nothing higher than that love
described in 1 Cor. 13.

That is what John Wesley has to say about it. Now

then, why should we consider that love is the highest gift
of God?

In the first place, love is the only motive power strong
enough to take us through in God's way, and to the end
of the way, and love is the only thing strong enough to

keep us in the centre of God's will for our lives. It takes
love to make a right understanding possible. How many

people there are who misunderstand God's dealings.
Then love makes obedience possible, because love

always says"Yes" to God. Love will always find a way
through difficulties. Love finds a way to express itself.
Love always transcends human reasoning.

Somebody said to me the other day," I always prefer
to hear a woman speak. A man tries to prove logically
what a woman knows instinctively."

Anyway, be it a

man or- woman, if we are filled with love, we find it
transcends reason every time. Love is the one way of

escape from fear. No doubt God anticipated that most of
us would be fearful, because seventy-two times through His
Word he says to us, " Fear not."

And John tells us," Perfect Love casteth out fear."

Well, then, love can afford to wait God's time, and
God's way, for God's will to be accomplished. Love is the
master passion. It outweighs, and outshines, and outlives
everything else.

Now in looking at this chapter before us it divides
itself naturally into three. The first three verses show us

five great comparisons as against love, then from verses
4 to 7 we are shown fifteen ways in which Divine Love is
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manifested, and fifteen ways in which Divine Love will

express itself. From verses 8 to 13 we have proved to us
that the only thing that will stand the test of time and
eternity is Divine Love.

Now do you notice that love is the only thing that
shines out through this chapter without limitation and
without imperfection. The only thing. Love shines out as
perfect and enduring and the one thing that never faileth.
Well, then, there are these five very wonderful (to a
certain extent very necessary) things as compared with love.
Eloquence, prophecy, faith, generosity and martyrdom.
They are very closely associated with our Christian

experience, but all sinking into utter insignificance as
compared with love.

Next we come to these fifteen ways in which love

expresses itself, in which love is manifested. Oh, it would

be well for us to read this chapter on our knees every day,
especially those of us who have intellectual difficulties, and
family problems. I believe we should get rid of many of
our intellectual difficulties, and family problems would be
solved if we soaked—lived—in this chapter.
It was recently my privilege to be in South Africa, and
as

I

travelled

in

the

five

different Provinces it was

impressed on me that wherever I went in Christian circles

the name of Andrew Murray seemed to be on everybody's Hps,
and one felt that right throtighout that great continent (at

any rate to the extent of the whole of South Africa) there
is an influence that is as a sweet fragrance going up to
God. This is what he says about Perfect Love—what it
means:

*' It is perfect quietness of heart.
It is to have no trouble.

It is never to be fretted, or vexed, or irritated,
or sore, • or disappointed.
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It is to expect nothing.

It is to wonder at nothing that is done to me.
It is to feel no resentment against anybody or
anything.

It is to be at rest when nobody praises me, and
when I am blamed or suspected.
It is to have a blessed home in the Lord where

I can go in and shut the door and kneel to my
Father in secret, and be at peace as in a deep sea
of calmness, when all around and above is trouble."

How near do we measure up to that standard, I
wonder?

I say to you in the sight of God, my heart has been

searched very deeply as God has been showing me how
I have been limiting Him, closing my mind down and
refusing to see what He wanted to show me.

How

unbalanced I have been, and you know we can be very
unbalanced. We have a bigger love for somebody a
hundred miles away than for those on the spot, and others
of us confine ourselves to those on the spot, and God wants
to enlarge our vision.

It was such a help to me the other day when God
showed me that the Lord Jesus when on the Cross giving
us the biggest manifestation of Divine Love possible thought about His enemies : He had such a love that He
could ask:

"Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do."

And listening to the prayer of the dying thief, His
heart went out to him. Perhaps that poor man had never
had a chance before.

And the Lord Jesus did not forget His mother. He

made provision for His mother. He included everybody.
And we are so liable to be unbalanced, even in the
E

66

The Way of Perfect Looe

matter of loving. Having Divine Love in our hearts, but
letting it go out in some directions, and all the while
negligent in other directions.
Well, how do we know that it is love only that stands
the test of time and eternity?—that literally "the greatest
of these is Love."

Paul tells us that Love never faileth. We shall notice

that the first and great commandment is love—Godward,
and the second and great commandment is love—Manward.
The new commandment given us by the Lord Jesus is
Love, and the first condition of discipleship is love. The
first and all-important fruit of the Spirit is love, and the
end of the commandment is "love out of a pure heart."

We begin with love, and it is love all the time, and we
finish with love. No! we shall never finish with it because

it is the one thing that is Eternal.

Then to give the right balance to faith we need love.
Faith sometimes leads to fanaticism if it is not balanced
with love.

Paul tells us of

" Faith which worketh by love"

as being the kind we need.
Luther once said (and I think it is one of his greatest
sayings):
"Faith makes us the master of all things.
Love makes us the servant of all men."

Now you get a beautiful balance—Master of all things,

master of every situation, but at the same time servant of
all men.

Well, then, coming back to this new commandment,
by which the Lord Jesus has been so searching my heart,
we read in John 13. 34 :

" A new commandment I give unto you. That ye

love one another; as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another.
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By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another."
All men, even those who do not agree with us.

It was said of John Fletcher that he lived such a holy

life, there was such a manifestation of Divine Love, that

even those who wanted to quarrel with his doctrine, could
not quarrel with his life. No one could c|uarrel with love,
not even our bitterest enemy.

But notice, Peter wanted to change this subject.
Don't we often turn away when God has told us the ways
in which we have failed to manifest perfect love, and 1

wonder whether this is why the Lord brought the subject
up again to Peter just before He went back to Heaven.
*' Peter, are you sure you love Me more than these?"
Peter would not listen before; he was more concerned
with the Lord's next movement.

He did not want to

hear this new commandment.

How did the Lord Jesus Ibve?

He said we should

love as He loved.

1. He loved well enough to bear with the faults of His
friends. We sometimes forgive our enemies when
we do not bear with the faults of our friends.

2. The Lord Jesus loved deeply enough not to betray a
confidence.

3. He loved with

a

tenderness

that

raised

a

fallen

woman. How do we feel towards a fallen woman,
and a fallen man (for every fallen woman there is
a fallen man somewhere)?

Have we a tender heart

of compassion? Has anyone in such a condition had
the confidence and courage to open their hearts to us?
I wonder! Therein lies the test.

4. Then, the Lord Jesus loved with strength enough to
break

Peter's

heart.

Poor, self-confident, self-

assertive Peter, loved with such strength that it
broke him down.
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5. He loved His own to the end with all their faults and

failings, and all the self-seeking that was so much in
evidence until the Day of Pentecost.
That is how the Lord Jesus loved.

Now then, the all-important thing for us is, how is
such an experience to be made ours?

How is it made

real? Everyone of us wants to be filled with perfect love.
Everyone wants everyone else to show perfect love towards
them.

Oh, yes! now how is this standard to be made

real?

First of all by facing up to the worst. This is for

those of us who have not gone through the crisis. I find
a great many people when they are affected, and come for
a little time of prayer, say, " Lord, I have been unkind
and critical. Please give me more love. Make me more
patient, filled with love, and measuring up to Thy standard.

Confess the fact of something in you hindering you
from being patient, filled with love, and measuring up
to

God's

standard.

There

are

many

verses

which

show us what the natural heart is like, even after it is
regenerated, until it is cleansed and filled with the Holy

Spirit, but there is one verse in Hebrews, chapter 3,
12th verse:

"Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you
an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the

living God."

Pay attention, take notice, and we believe God will
bring us all to realise that there is in us "an evil heart

of unbelief"causing us to depart from Him; and that also
He, by His grace and power, can deliver us, and has
promised to do so.

Many things can be said about this evil heart, but
first face the fact of its existence, and then exercise faith

in order that this "evil heart of unbelief" may be dealt
with.
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Unbelief is the root cause of every other sin. Now
let us face the fact of this, and be willing to confess to
God, and tell Him we still have this kind of heart.

Don't

tell Him first you want more love, or more peace; that will
follow when you come through in God's way. First face

the fact of what is wrong, the thing that needs taking
away, and so we come to the next part.

What we must now be willing for is to get rid of
something, and then be willing to receive something. Two
verses put it very clearly in Deut. 6. 5:

A command :"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God

with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might."

And we see the corresponding promise in Deut. 30. 6:
*' And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart,
and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy
God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul
that thou mayest live."
This evil heart of unbelief, it shall be circumcised for

this very purpose so that you will be able to keep the com
mand. Are you willing for that operation? There is

something to be removed first, and then something to be
added. As you turn to Romans 5. 6, you will read :
"the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by

the Holy Ghost which is given unto us."
Now that is a beautiful verse :

"The love of God shed abroad."

Abundant measure of Holy Love "is shed abroad In

our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us."
Now then, you will never enter into the joy and
conscious assurance of this blessing until you confess the

fact of your need. I believe some people spend years of
their lives trying all means in their power, praying, and
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even fasting, struggling and desiring, and asking God to
give them more love, more of His Spirit, more of Christ,

more of everything, and God is waiting for them to come
and say,"Lord, it is this evil heart of mine that is making
it impossible for me to have that prayer answered." "Oh!
will you rid me of this evil heart of unbelief by performing
that operation?"

Charles Wesley wrote:" Remove this hardness from
my heart, this unbelief remove." He did not ask for "a
little more sweetness."

Now when our prayer is answered, immediately the
love of God is shed abroad In the heart that has already
received the Holy Ghost. This is how it happens. Some

thing removed, not something improved, then something
added, not worked up, and those of us who, by faith, have
had this operation performed, we know that God has

circumcised the heart, and taken out the coldness, the
bitterness, the suspicion, the criticism and all that lack of

love (if it is not definite unkindness, we can be very
offensive and standoffish and cold at times, even though
not actually feeling bitter or malicious), and in many ways
we can manifest the spirit which is the opposite of love.
It is such an encouragement to me that the Lord
always made the appeal straight to the heart. He never

once made the appeal along the line of natural ability.

The test was never a test of knowledge, so any of you
dear people here who think vou are confused because of

the different terms used, put these terms entirely aside, and
the Lord is saying to you
" Lovest thou Me more than these"

—more than anything else—more than anyone else, and

if you find something in your heart that tells vou that yon
do not love Him more than these, tell Him about it, and
ask Him to take it away. There is no need to be kept
out of the blessing or go away from this place with our
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minds full of terms and ideas, and yet find it impossible
to receive what God has to give us.

Now there are some of us here who may be having

jov and liberty because of other people's joy and liberty,
and maybe the hurt is being healed slightly, and we have
to be humbled under the mighty hand of God to realise
fully our condition, and if we have just been lifted up
because we are in a happier atmosphere—that won't stand
the test when we get back to the old circumstances and
people. Oh, we must be very honest and very literal
about these things, and I believe the crucial test for us
all is:

"Lovest thou Me more than these."

And we do not ever get past having that test. I mean,
there will be other circumstances arising later on that we

do not anticipate now, and the Lord will be searching
our hearts, and as we say "Yes" to Him, as from our

hearts we act spontaneously, and say,"Yes, Lord, I love
Thee more than these—more than that dearest human

friend—more than that cherished ambition—more than that

beautiful reputation for being a fine Christian," He will
ever be to us the altogether lovely One.

It is this relationship the Lord Jesus brings us back
to again, not even our work for Him, or fellowship with
our best spiritual friends shall spoil or come between. It
is only as we are rightly and closely related to Christ that
every other relationship in life takes its proper place.
We sang just now :

"I want, dear Lord, a love that feels for all;

A deep, strong love that answers every call.
A love like Thine, a love divine ;
A love for high and low."
Now is that true?

A love for high and low. Did we really mean it?
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It cuts everywhere—we pick and choose according to
our natural tastes and preferences, and fancies, and God

is wanting (even amongst those who are sanctified), God is
wanting His perfect, wonderful love to flow on—He is

wanting to enlarge our souls to a capacity that will enable
us to know what He has ready for all classes and condi

tions, and He will give us the joy of loving those in every
condition and circumstance.

You know, one of the greatest joys I had in South
Africa came when I went to a Mission Station in Rhodesia.

I had the privilege of speaking by interpretation to five

hundred natives. Naturally, I spoke about Japan (giving the
spiritual messages as well), and quite spontaneously, the
day before I left, two of those dear native men got up, and
in a polite, beautiful way said they wanted to send a
message through me to their brothers and sisters in Japan.
They said. Until you came into our midst we had always
thought of Japan as a far away country, but you have
brought it so close that now every day we want to pray
for our brothers and sisters in Japan, and do you think
they will be pleased if we sent them two little messages?"
They wrote them out and I sent them to my sister, and
they were passed on to a congregation in Japan. It was
such a wonderful Unking up.

In their case it was because of ignorance—they did
not know about Japan—it had never been brought close to
them. In our case we have a limited vision, or we still
have no desire. Another reason may be that we shrink
from suffering—we don't want to spend—we don't want to
go or do beyond a limit of our own choosing.
Why does a mother love her own child more than an

adopted child? Surely because she has given more, sacri
ficed more, suffered more.

Why don't we love the black and yellow people?
Because we have done nothing, spent nothing, suffered
nothing for them.
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Let me tell you of an experience of mine. I was

going to japan, and on the way a cable came from
Dr. Mary Stone, asking me to stay off and speak to her
Chinese people In Shanghai. I said, "Lord, is this call
for me? I don't love the Chinese; it is the Japanese I

love," and He replied," I want you to give a message to
these Chinese," and as night by night I spoke by interpret
ation to a thousand Chinese, and saw their lit-up faces and

response, such a love came into my heart for China, almost
equal to my love for Japan. I had closed my mind down,
saying, "God has called me to Japan, I have nothing to
do with China."

Now then, God is wanting to open some of our pockets

because we have not given anything, though money is not
the greatest thing. One dear little Dutch girl in South
Africa was deeply touched in one of my meetings. She
went home and told her mother she wanted to give all her
money to help evangelise one of the towns in Japan. The

next day ten pounds was counted into my lap. Her mother

said, *' Mv little girl has received one pound at a time from
her father as she has passed her exams successfully, and
it has been put away in the bank; now she has taken it
all out for Japan." She knew very little about the J.E.B.,

but God spoke to her and she gave all that she had. She
had been a little Christian before, but from that time was
able to open her lips in testimony and she is praying daily

that she may grow up to be a missionary in Japan. (I am
making no begging appeal, but simply stating facts.)
Let the Lord Jesus tell you what is wrong. Give Him
the chance He is wanting, and you will have all the

blessing you need.
If anyone here is meaning to get right down to the
place of

confession, and then really to stand on the

promises, and receive from God to-night, may He give
you grace to press right through to the place of assurance
and deliverance.
perfect love.

We may all know the fullness of His

Amen.
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PSALM 126.
Rev. William H, Rowdon.

You win notice in the first three

verses

that

the

Psalmist speaks of a never-to-be-forgotten experience; he
speaks of how it affected them and what others said about
it, and then comes the glorious testimony, "The Lord
hath done great things for us whereof we are glad."

Verses 4-6 speak of a cry from the unsatisfied heart,
resuitlng in blessing.
Verse 1 :" When the Lord turned again the captivity

of Zion." I suppose when we think of the spiritual inter
pretation of this particular Psalm we naturally look back

to that day,"O happy day when Jesus washed my sins
away," when we were delivered from the bondage and
dominion of sin, we who once were without hope and
without God in the world. This never-to-be-forgotten

experience is pictured in the history of the Children of
Israel when they came out of Egypt. The Song of Moses
in E.xodus 15 expresses the relief of the redeemed. Gone
Egypt with its cruel bondage and affliction, that iron
furnace!

Gone the taskmasters, no more making bricks

in the heat of the broiling sun. Gone Pharaoh's horses
and chariots, which spoke of slavery and oppression and
injustice. The Red Sea is a picture ol the wonderful

redemption which is ours through the precious blood of
Jesus.

•• Gone from my heart the world with all its charm."
"Gone my transgressions and now I am free.
All because Jesus was wounded for me."

"When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion."
"We were like them that dream."
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telUng a story, for instance, the fisherman tells of the fish
he has caught. When he has finished the story, his listeners
might say, "Then, I suppose, you woke up!" When
experiencing something almost too good to be true, we
sometimes say,"I had to pinch myself to make sure I was

awake." Some people find it difficult to believe they are
still here on earth after they have had that wonderful

experience of New Birth. Just as the beggars dream of
banquets, paupers dream of palaces, prisoners dream of
libertv and freedom, so our passing from darkness to light
seems to us a most glorious dream.
" Heaven above is softer blue.

Earth around is sweeter green,

Something lives in evVy hue,
Christless eyes have never seen;

Birds with gladder songs o'erflow.
Flowers with deeper beauties shine,
Since I know, as now I know,

I am His, and He is mine."

This is not merely an improvement on the old life. It is

not a super-imposition of a bundle of doctrines, but it is
a real and radical, change wrought in the heart by the
Holy Ghost. "We were like them that dream." It was
a most glorious reality, but it was just like a dream, so
great was the wonder of it.
Verse 2:"Then was our moulh filled with laughter."

(Not the laughter of unbelief, like when the angelic
visitant told Sarah she was going to have a son; she was

inside in the tent, and she chuckled to herself. She said to
herself, " He does not know much about it," but God
knew all about it.)

But God filled Sarah's heart with

laughter when Isaac was born, for she saw the fulfilment
of the promise.

"And our tongue with singing."

This is the new

song which He has put in our mouth—the songs of this
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world pass away and become out of date, but this song is
ever new and will employ our tongues in heaven. "Unto
Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in His

own blood." Sinning and singing do not go together. He
who is living in sin and is still under its power and dominion.
See Psalm 137, verses 3 and 4:

" By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down; yea,
we wept when we remembered Zion.
We hanged our harps upon the willows in the
midst thereof.

For there they that carried us away captive
required of us a song and they that wasted us
required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the
songs of Zion.

How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange
land?."

Those who have backslidden from the Lord, who once

knew that glorious song of deliverance, if they go back
into the world, cannot sing the Lord's song; it is an abso
lute impossibility to sing the Lord's song in a strange land.
Verse 4:"How shall we sing the Lord's song in a

strange land?" The impossibility of it, for it is a song
of joy I

The incongruity of it, for it is a song of deliver

ance I The insincerity of it, because it is a song of praise!
This new-found joy expressed in holy laughter and singing
has impressed the heathen. " Many shall see it and fear
and shall trust in the Lord."

Verse 2: "Then said they aniong the heathen. The
Lord hath done great things for them." When the unbeliever

sees you rejoicing in salvation he will begin to say,"There
is something about that person, something infectious and
catching, which I envy."

Maybe he does not read the

Bible or attend our prayer meetings or care for our openair meetings, but he is immensely attracted by the joy from
an overflowing heart.
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"The Lord hath done great things for us: whereof we
are glad." This is the glorious testimony. We never tire
of telling "how great things the Lord hath done."
"Once I was blind, now I can see;
Once I was bound, but now I am free "—

—and " All because Jesus was wounded for me." While

it is quite right to continue to testify, maybe there is
nothing up-to-date to tell? No growth in grace? and uncon
sciously there is a reliance upon and satisfaction with that
one experience of long ago?
Verse 4:"Captivity." We go on year after year, and
then there creeps into our consciousness, as the Holy Spirit
begins to show us, a conviction that things are not what
they should be. We find that we do not possess all that God

wants us to have. There are so many Christians who do
not realise

that they

are

in

captivity.

They

are

perfectly happy and content to go on in the same old rut.
They are very faithful and devout; they read their Bible
every day, pray (there is all the difference between praying
and saying prayers). They take their Sunday School class,

worship regularly, seek to testify so far as they are able,
but they are not conscious of the fact that they are in
captivity. We can never realise that we are in captivity
unless the Holy Spirit reveals it unto us. (Just as we did
not realise that we were "dead in trespasses and sins"

before salvation, and did not feel that awful weight of sin

until the Holy Spirit convicted.)
Turn to John 8. 32. It was to the people who believed

on Him that Jesus was speaking here.
Verses 31-32:

"If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My
disciples indeed;
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free."
They answered :
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" We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage

to any man; how sayest thou,'Ye shall be made
free '?"

They were quite unconscious of sin, or of their need. " We
are not in bondage to any man," they said. And we can
imagine people saying that to-day. I was born in Christian
England and " Britons never shall be slaves "!

We need nothing short of the conviction of the Holy
Spirit to shew us that we are not free (if He has not already

shewn us). How many of us as Christians are slaves to
other people—what they think—in bondage to their opinion,
slaves to *' orthodoxy "? How many of us are slaves to

the teaching of our own little set, our own little crowd?
We must find out first whether if fits in with what our

friends think, before we will allow ourselves to believe!

" If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed."

It is a glorious thing to be free, and not to be in bondage
to any man.

Are we brought into captivity to our tongues? I know
the life must tell as well as the Hps, but how often we hear
something like this :" I do not believe in giving my testi
mony; the life should speak." How often it is that the
life speaks so loudly that other people cannot hear what we
say. There are many Christian lives which are a dishonour
to God. Some Christians could not possibly give a testi

mony without bringing shame and dishonour on the name

of Christ, because their ordinary conversation and daily life
are a startling commentary on their words.
Look at Genesis 19. 14. God was going to punish the

cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, but He was taking Lot and
his family out.
Verse 14:

'* He seemed as one that mocked unto his sons-inlaw."
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Lot's life apparently did not agree with the testimonv
of his lips, although we are told by S. Peter that he was

"vexed from day to day with the filthy manner of life of
the wicked." What was Lot doing there? Did he think

he was going to. convert the whole city of Sodom? His
life was obviously not bearing sufficient testimony to the
power of God :" He seemed as one that mocked." It was
utterly useless for him to speak to his sons-in-law. There
are many Christians to-day whose voices are silent; their
lips are sealed because their lives are not glorious, victorious
lives. If they were to speak their friends would say,"What
difference is there between your life and mine?" If they

look at their faces they would say, "No, thank you; I
have enough troubles of my own "!

Do our eyes bring us into captivity?.
1 want to give examples of two men and two women
in the Bible.

First, in Genesis 3 we road that Eve saw, and " she
saw that the tree was good for food and that it was pleasant
to the eyes and a tree to be desired to make one wise; she
took of the fruit "; she did eat and her. husband followed.
They were both led into captivity through their eyes.
Secondly, in Genesis 34, " Dinah went out to see the

daughters of the land." It was natural she wanted to see
what other women were wearing, to see the menfolk; she
wanted to "see life." (There are many people who want

to"see life," but they perhaps do not know):
" He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life;
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see

life; but the wrath of God abideth on him."
—John 3. 36.

But we read that Dinah saw, and then follows the story of

how she tell into grievous sin and brought shame on the
family.
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In Joshua 7. 21 the story of Achan of the tribe of
Judah :" When I saw . . . then I coveted and took them."

In spite of the great deliverance of Israel that day, here
was one man led into captivity and death involving also

his whole family.

It all began with his eyes.

Make a

covenant with your eyes that you will not behold iniquity.
*' Let thine eyes look right on and thine eyelids straight
before thee."

Then in 2 Sam. 11, David was on the roof of the palace
and he '* saw a woman washing herself, and the woman
was very beautiful to look upon "—he saw, and there was
something in

David's heart that responded.

It was

Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, the Hittite, and that sin
was reflected in the lives of his sons, and all Israel suffered.

Many Christians are in captivity because of the things their
physical eyes see.

"The light of the body is the eye; if therefore thine
eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.
But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be
full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in

thee be darkness, how great is that darkness."
We always see what we look for; the man who is looking

for trouble always finds it, so also the women. When you
go out, what do you look for?
"Two men looked out of the prison bars,
One saw mud and the other, stars."

It all depends on whether you are looking down or up. If
you are looking for opportunities of witnessing for Christ
wherever you go, you will always find them. You say,
** I never get opportunities of

witnessing for Christ."

Perhaps you are not looking for them?
You cannot be busy seeking for those things which may
lead you into sin, and at the same time be looking for

opportunities of witnessing for Christ!
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The same with regard to our ears. Are we in cap
tivity so we cannot hear God's voice? How often people
say," I never hear God speaking to me." They do not
understand when you talk about having a message from
God. They never hear the cry of earth's millions, the
multitudes that pass their door; they never hear them say,
"Come over and help us." (How many there are who are

without Christ; they may be devout, refined, very religious !)
They are in captivity because their ears are filled with other
sounds than those which issue from Calvary. The roar of

the world's traffic is far more entrancing to them than
'* the still, small voice" of God.

Our htuids aud feet are in captivity. We work and

walk in our own ways. Even Christian people are guiltv
of this. How easy it is for us to talk about"my work

"my service for God." It is God's work (and if it is my
work It will come to nought, It will be of no use, it will
bo as so much wood, hay and stubble). If it is God's
work we must be prepared to take our hands off, if God
says so. How energetically we scheme, plan and work
to become prominent Christian workers! Tl^e want to be

known as great soul winners, great speakers, or inde
fatigable Sunday School teachers!

It may be that our thoughts take us into captivity?
Oh, those censorious thoughts, those complaining thoughts,
murmuring thoughts, which whirl us away, carry us along,
hold us in captivity 1 What about the thoughts we have
towards other Christians, thoughts of bitterness and

jealousy? We are in captivity and it cramps our whole

life. As Mr. Wilkes used to say,"We are too busy tinker
ing with our own souls "; we need to get outside our
selves. What a glorious thing it is to be set free to serve
God with all our heart and soul.

Verse 4, Psalm 126 :"Turn again our captivity." and
it may be perhaps that God has been speaking to some of
us on this very point, "Turn again our captivity, O
Lord, as the streams in the south."
F
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*' Where is the blessedness I knew

When first I saw the Lord,

Where is the soul-refreshing view
Of Jesus and His Word?"

Something has to be done when we say "Turn again."
The Lord has to turn something out! "What saith the

Scripture, * Cast out the bondwoman and her son! For
the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son

of the free woman'
" (Gal. 4. 30). In Abraham's house
hold there was the child of the bondwoman, Ishmael, and

also the child of the promise, Isaac. In the heart of every
believer, at the time of his new birth God implants in his
heart that which corresponds to Isaac, but there still
remains that which corresponds to Ishmael, that "evil

heart of unbelief," that which we inherited from our first

parents, causing us to depart from the living God. It is
that traitor in the heart which makes a secret alliance with

sin, thus bringing tongue, eyes, thoughts, etc., into cap
tivity.

It makes us afraid of God, makes us afraid to

give God everything that He asks for, so that we cannot
wholly trust Him. " Cast out the bondwoman and her
son," and there is the necessity for ihe removal of that
hardness of heart. God promises in Ezekiel 36 that He

will take away ,the stony heart and give us an heart of
flesh.

" Remove this hardness from my heart,
This unbelief remove."

God has to do that work if He is going to"turn again our

captivity." He has to remove that hardness. How is it
to be done? Are you very conscious of that hard heart,
that "evil heart of unbelief," that something which pre

vents you from doing God's will? First, you can never

get rid of it bv consecration. It must be by confession
to God (not to a priest!—we get one example of confession
to a priest in the N.T. (Matthew 27), and the priest's
answer to Judas was," What is that to us? See thou to
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it"). Confess to Jesus Christ (do not confess to a
"Group," or you may cause someone else to stumble). Of
course, we may have to confess to the one against whom
we have sinned.

God's word tells us in 1 John 1. 9 that

" If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."

Have you confessed your sin, that unbelief which
causes you to depart from the living God? You may not
bo conscious of its presence in your heart, but it is the
root cause of all your captivity. This evil heart of unbelief

is at the bottom of all the trouble.

If we will only

CONFESS our sins to'God He has promised that He will
forgive and cleanse. You must not only ask, but also
TAKE by faith and thank Him. "For every one that
asketh receiveth."

Verse 4: ''■"As the streams in the south."

In Judges

1. 15 we read that Achsah, Caleb's daughter, says, " Give
me a blessing . . . and Caleb gave her the upper and the
nether springs."

Have you ever asked that of the Lord?

Like Jabez (1 Chron. 4. 10), have you prayed, " Oh, that

Thou wouldest bless me indeed "? The Lord granted him

that which he requested, and He will, just as surely, give
you a blessing—the blessing of the Fulness of the Holy
Ghost.

" Give me also springs of water," asked Achsah;

and we may aslc Him to " turn again our captivity, O
Lord, as the streams in the south." The " turning of our
captivity " is a blessing indeed, but it is the negative side.

" As the streams in the south " speaks of positive blessings :
(1) Purity (Rev. 22. 1): " A pure river of water of life."

Do you long for purity of heart? The pure in heart
shall see God. You wonder why it is that you do
not see God in His Word, in your fellow-Christians,
in nature?

It is because you are not pure in heart.
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"Turn again our captivity, O Lord, as the streams
in the south."

(2) Soul satisfaction (John 7. 37):"If any man thirst,
let him come unto Me and drink." ..." He that

belicveth on Mc, as the scripture hath said out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water." Those
streams which flow from Him can satisfy the thirsty
sou! and bring life to others.

(3) Peace (Isaiah 66. 12): " I will extend peace to her
like a river." Have you that peace which the world

cannot give?, ."^re you enjoying that peace which
passes all understanding :

"Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin?
The Blood of Jesus whispers peace ivithin."

(4) Joy (Psalm 46. 4): "There is a river the streams
whereof shall make glad the city of God." As the
Holy Ghost magnifies Jesus to the soul, the heart is
filled with "joy unspeakable and full of glory."
(5) Life abundant (Ezek. 47. 9) t " Everything shall live
whither the river cometh."

This is life which is

life indeed. The life of Jesus is made manifest in
our mortal flesh. " Live henceforth unto Him "—
" Alive unto God."

Such blessing awaits those whose hearts cry, "Turn

again our captivity, O Lord, as the streams in the south."
To-day God's Holy Name and His honour are at
stake. Christians are living impoverished lives. Many of
us are in bondage and captivity. It is the rejoicing testi
mony and the overflowing heart and the radiant face, more
than anything else, which impress the world with the fact
"that the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive
sins."
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Verses 5 and 6:" Tli^y that sow in tears shall reap
in joy" (singing). "" He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with

rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." It may be that
you are in heaviness and sorrow of heart now, but when

He has turned again your captivity "as the streams in the
south," you will "sing for joy of heart."
Him to do it.
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PARDON

AND

POWER.

Rev. Barclay F. Buxton.

At the beginning of Acts 2 we read that the Day of
Pentecost had fully come. There are 120 Christians there
in Jerusalem and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
And Peter stands up in their midst and he preaches about
this little Church of 120 believers.

There probably were

something like 20,000 people listening in the courts of the
temple, and Peter tells them that this blessing is the ful
filment of God's promise. God had promised, and what
God promised has been given. It was a great gift which
the 120 had received. But it was not because they deserved

it, they had received it. Most of them had forsaken Him
and fled. Peter, himself, had denied Him. They had not

deserved it. It was all of free grace. God had prepared
for them this wondrous gift out of His grace and love and

mercy. And so they received the Holy Ghost, their hearts
were filled. The Fire had come. They could not but go out
into the streets of Jerusalem and tell the blessing they

had received through Christ their Lord. Their faces were
.shining, the very Shekinah glory upon them, even as it

was on the face of Stephen later on. They had received
the Holy Ghost and they told out the joy and gladness that
they had received.

And now Peter is standing up to tell the Jerusalem

people how the gift has come and to assure them that the
same gift is for each one of them. " Every one of you"
he says may have it. His faith goes out to all that vast
multitude before him. The gift was for all. It was for
the Jews, Parthians and Medes and Elamites and the

dwellers in

Mesopotamia, and for all who heard the

message. Peter says, "Every one of you may have this
fulness of blessing." Those 120 had received the gift, not
because of their consecration, not because of their devotion
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to the Lord, but just by free grace, because of Calvary and
because of the Resurrection. And so they offer the same

grace to those sinners who had consented to the death of
the Son of God. The Atonement covers all their sin, and

to every one of them Peter could say, "Ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost." There were sinners there,
hard-hearted ones. There were those who, when they first

heard the testimonies of the Christians, had mocked them.
And there were devout men, too, men who had come up to

Jerusalem to worship God, no doubt with all their hearts
and according to the light they had. There were proselytes
there who had turned to the one true God, but were now

hearing His clear message of grace. And all in any condi
tion whatever were invited to receive the Holy Ghost, the
gift of God.
The Two Blessings.

Peter

answers

them, saying, " Repent

and

be

baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the

Holy Ghost." He offers the two blessings of pardon and
the Holy Ghost." There are many Christians to-day who
have received the first gift, pardon, but for some reason or
other they have not received the second one. It may be
that they have not heard that the Holy Ghost has come as
the Christians in the 19th chapter of Acts had not heard of
Him. But the offer is still open to all. "Ye shall receive

the gift."
1.

The First Blessing—Pardon.

When the Prodigal came home his great and only

desire was to get pardon, and with humble confession he

spoke of his sin. He would have been glad to have gone
into the kitchen

and earn

wages.

But

the father,

" according to the riches of his grace," gave him abundantly
all blessing and love and fulness. Now God desires to
give that to every repentant soul. He loves to give pardon
to the sinner that comes to Him, and to give the gift of
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the Holy Ghost to the redeemed one who comes in simple
faith and asks Him.

The first gift is Pardon. Oh what a joy it was when

I first knew my sins were blotted out! Oh the rapture
t at pardon brings; oh the peace that comes when one
nows that the sins are all gone and the Lord Jesus has

whispered in one's heart,"Thy sins which were many are
all forgiven." Oh the blessedness, oh the joy and the
esire to tell others of pardon. If there is anyone here

who has not yet found that peace, you may have it now.
But God has got more than Pardon to give. That satisfies
your heart, but it does not satisfy the heart of the Giver.

God gives ** According to the riches of His grace," and
He wants to give with kingly generosity. He wants to
fill each soul with Divine love and Divine joy and Divine
peace, and to give to each one Divine power. And so we

see that the past may be blotted out, and new life given.
2. The Gift of the Holy Ghost.

The gift of the Holy Ghost includes:
(a) Cleansing from unrighteousness. It is called the

Baptism of the Holy Ghost. John the Baptist said,
Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of

the world—the same is He that baptiseth with the Holy

Ghost." And the ascended Lord from His throne loves
to do that, and to baptise with the Holy Ghost. And

baptism means a cleansing, and the Baptism of the Holy
Ghost means a deep heart cleansing.
John the Baptist told them that they needed repentance
from their outward sins, but he also says,"There cometh

One after me, He shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost and

fire." That is, He gives the real baptism, the cleansing
of your nature, the removal of those evil things within.

Malachi prophesied of Him. Malachi said He would

sit as a refiner, a refiner of silver. You have got a lump
of silver but there is a good deal of dross in it. No wash-
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ing from outside will extract the dross, but the refiner does
it. He puts it in his crucible, the crucible on his little

furnace; he blows up the furnace, watches carefully. The
dross comes to the top and is taken off, and only the pure
silver or gold remains. And the Lord Jesus is the Refiner,

it is He Who baptises with the Holy Ghost. " He is able
to

save to the uttermost them that come unto Him,"

because He is on the throne and all power has been given
unto Him.

(fe) And the Gift includes more than that, it includes
the love and the joy and the peace, " The love of God
shed abroad in the heart." The joy and gladness, even the

Lord's joy and gladness, as He says in John 15: " My
joy may be fulfilled in you." Heavenly joy, not carnal
joy, but Heavenly joy that has got real power in it, joy
that endures whatever may be the circumstances around.
A real Heavenly joy and a real deep peace that cannot be

destroyed, "The peace of God which passeth all under
standing."
(c) It includes all that and yet still more. It includes
power. " Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost

has come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto Me."
You shall be able to tell out from a glowing experience
what the Lord Jesus is to you, to tell out day by day, not
merely what you found when you were converted, but what
you find in Him now of fulness of grace. "Ye shall receive

power," and that power will enable you to be a true
ambassador of the Lord Jesus, and in spite of opposition
you will still bear witness and speak of His salvation.

The people of Jerusalem had seen something of the
power these Christians had. When Peter got up to speak

many in the group despised them, and mocked at them.
But as Peter went on speaking, the power of God fell.

Their hearts were softened, subdued; they gave up their
mocking; they were silenced; they realised their sin ; they
were deeply convicted. They are feeling the Power; they
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know that God is speaking and God is offering this
wondrous grace, pardon and the gift of the Holy Ghosti
Now the Holy Ghost could not be given to the world
without due preparation. If a town is to be supplied with

water from the hills, a great deal of skilful and costly
engineering work must be done. The clever engineers
think it out, plan how the water in the hills can be brought
to the houses that need it. They build a great reservoir in
the hills and direct the water to it from all sides.

Then

they bring the main pipe down to the town from the reser
voir, with smaller pipes to the different parts of the town,

so that every house can get the supply that they need. And
so the wonderful feat is accomplished. Thus Peter
describes how God has planned and carried out this

spiritual feat. The problem was, how could the Holy Ghost
come to hearts that were rebellious and sinful?

God in

His wisdom and wonderful love has carried out that great

plan and purpose, so that you may receive the Holy Ghost.
Peter tells all about it—he speaks here of how the Son of

God came amongst men and lived amongst men, how He
was crucified, how the great Atonement was made so that
the Holy Ghost can come.

So now the Atonement has

been made, the Holy Ghost can come. "Christ has
redeemed us from the curse of the law . . . that we may

receive the promise of the Spirit by faith"(Gal. 3. 14).
First Calvary, then Pentecost. Because of Calvary, God's

heart of love can give Pentecost. What a Gospel this is I
What good news for each one of us! It does not depend
on your merit, it is because of the Atonement, because

Christ has been crucified, that you may receive the promise
of the Spirit by faith. Put your finger on that promise.
But Peter preaches not only Christ crucified, but
Christ gloriously risen, the victory of the Resurrection.
And Christ ascended and being at the right hand of God,
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost j He longs to pour that out upon every soul. Christ
is on the Throne that you may receive the Holy Ghost.
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He is on the Throne, and if you go to the footstool of the
throne in prayer, you will find there is abundance of grace
for a penitent soul, and the Holy Ghost comes.

As Peter is thus preaching Christ crucified and Christ
enthroned, the people cry out,"What shall we do?" and
he says," Repent and be baptised every one of you in the
Name of the Lord Jesus." *' Repent," that is, turn from
vour unbelief, turn from your confidence in self, turn trom
your selfishness, change your mind, repent in humbleness,
bow before the Lord, come with a broken and contrite

heart. And be baptised. Come out for Christ and for Christ
alone. Take His Name upon you, and coming thus in
confidence and in a real surrender you shall receive the

Gift, the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto
you and to your children (even the children may have it),
and to all that are afar off, even those that have wandered

away into the far country, as many as the Lord our God
has called. "The promise is unto you." Come m lull

assurance of faith, knowing that the way is open for each
one of us to come and receive the Holy Ghost.

Ihe

disciples received the Holy Ghost; 3,000 received that day
and their whole lives and hearts were changed.

Multi-

tudes from other nations believed and received that day.
God had called those together in Jerusalem who would

carry the Good News and the Fire back to their own
countries, and their own homes. We know very little of
how the Gospel spread in those days. How it got to
Rome and Britain and other lands, but here we find men

of other countries receive the Holy Ghost, and ^at shows
us how the Fire was taken to other lands God had a
purpose not merely for Jerusalem, nor merely for the 120,
Lt for the whole world at that time. He would give the
Holv Ghost to them that would trust in the Cross and in
the Ascended Lord; He would give the Holy Ghost, not
merclv for themselves, but for the whole world, and God
desires that every one of us here shall be filled with His
Gift. It is God's purpose not merely for your sake, or
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for the sake of your Church, but God looks down upon
the whole world. He longs to send the fire into all the
world. So He has brought us here one by one; He has

called us here that everyone here may be filled. It was
when the disciples were gathered together in the upper
room praying that we read they were all filled with the

Holy Ghost. God has made full preparation for us. Let
us see to it that our hearts are" ready, and that we are
willing. He has done all that can be done to bring the
gift to our very doors, and He offers the gift, that we
may receive the promise of the Father, the Holy Ghost,
that we may be filled. "Ye shall receive the gift." Oh
that we may stretch out our hands at this time and take

the promised gift, the fulness of the Spirit.
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"GIVE YE THEM TO EAT."
Rev. H. Merryw&xther.

"They need not depart; give ye them to eat."
—St. Matt. 14. 16.

This is from one of those fascinating stories that has
been with us ever since our childhood—a story that is full

of spiritual meaning for us on this missionary day.
I am sure as our Blessed Lord on that happy occasion

broke the bread, His heart was away at the Cross of
Calvary, and He was thinking of His body that would be
broken to make an atonement for a world's sin, and as

He looked on that hungry multitude that afternoon, I am
sure they represented to Him the hearts of hungry men

and women famishing for the Bread of Life; and as He
broke the bread and bade His disciples go to every row,

He was thinking of that day when, having made an atone
ment for the world's sin. He would say to His disciples :
" Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature."

I think something of that must have been happening in
the mind of the Lord on that glad day. And I have some
times wondered what would have happened had the disciples
received the bread from their Lord and looked round the

hillside for where the folks from Capernaum sat—their

own folks—and had gone to them and come back for more,
and gone to their own folks again and again until they had
had a surfeit, while yonder, on the outskirts of the crowd,
were those who were just as hungry as these—but who,
because they did not belong to their own folks, were
neglected.

But this did not happen on this happy occasion, for
we read :
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*• They did all eat, and were filled."
Everyone was satisfied, everyone was satisfied and filled
that happy day.
Then we come to think of that great
last Word of our Lord's:

"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature."

Go ye into all the world, to every row and to every com

munity, with the Bread of Life, which alone can satisfy
the deepest longings of the human heart. Yet something of
what 1 have suggested is what we have done.

We have gone to our own folks again and again until
they have had a surfeit, while out yonder, as we have been

seeing this morning, and through this last week, are multi
tudes of hungrv-hearted men and women, as hungry as our

own folks, famishing for the Bread of Life; and there is
nothing that can satisfy the deepest longings of the human
heart other than your Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Who
is the Bread of Life, and the only Bread of Life.
I sometimes wonder if those five loaves and two fishes

were all the provision in that great crowd that afternoon.

Was there anybody else that had anything, or was it that
the Lord knew where to make His appeal? He knew
where there was a home in Bethany, when He wanted one,
where there was a door ever open to Him. He knew
where the colt was, in whose home it was, when He was

needing a colt, and He knew where the five loaves and
two fishes were on this occasion.

I sometimes wonder

whether in the crowd there were other loaves and other

fishes, but it was the little lad to whom He came.

It is delightful to know the Lord knows our home,
and when in need, He can call on us.

In Canada some time ago, a Church there held an

annual missionary gathering, at which they pledged how
much they would give to missionary activities during the
coming year. Afterwards they had a testimony meeting.
94

'* Gi'ue Ve Them to Eai"

A servant girl gave her testimony and said the Lord
told her to give 20 dollars last year, and she had got such
a blessing- And this year the Lord had told her to give
.40 dollars, and she was going to give it. A very wealthy
person, when shaking hands with the Pastor at the end
of the meeting, said, "I don't understand this, Pastor?^
•* What?" asked the Pastor. " Why, that servant girl

saying'the Lord told her to give 20 dollars, and the Lord
told her to give 40 dollars.' He never says anything like
that to me." The Pastor looked at him and said,"Well 1
perhaps He knows it's no use."

Oh yes, hungry-hearted souls famishing for the Bread
of Life, and the heart of God is longing that they may be

satisfied. There are some who profess to be followers of
the Cross of Calvary, and He knows it is no use talking
to them, for they are so taken up with the things of this
world, and the things that satisfy themselves and their
own interest, that they have no thought for the famishing
multitudes.

Does He know your name and delight to call on you
sometimes when needing help?

The little lad had five loaves and two fishes, but his

heart had gone out to the Master that day, and the Master
knew he was ready to respond and He made His appeal to

him, and with glad surrender he gave his little all to
Jesus. Five loaves and two fishes.
You have been listening this morning, and you have

been listening during the evening hours particularly of this

past week (the 6.30 hours), listening to men and women
of God who have been seeking through the aid of the

Spirit of God to bring before your minds something of the
spiritual hunger and destitution of multitudes of men and
women. Listening as our brothers and sisters have been
seekin<^ to lift up our eyes to Japan yonder, and we have

been seeing something of the spiritual hunger and destitution manifested in lives there, who have come to an end
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of everything, and in desperation, time and time again,
have made an end to themselves, because they have found
nothing in this life to satisfy the deepest longings of their
souls.

We have been listening this morning to those picturing
to us something of the destitution of the back rows who

are still famishing, after all these 1,900 years have gone
since our Blessed Lord bade His people :
*' Go . . . into all the world, and preach the gospel."
There are tribes in Africa with languages still unreduced
to writing, and where the precious Name of Jesus has
never once been heard. Hungry-hearted men and women

in the hands of the witch-doctor. Mohammedans sweeping
down from the North and giving the stone of Mohammed
anism for the Bread of Life that alone can satisfy the heart
of Africa.

Paganised Christianity existing in South America with
all its abominations. There are Indian tribes living in the
forests of South Amerca still waiting after hundreds of
years—still waiting for someone with a basket of the Bread

of Life to satisfy the deepest longings of their souls. Oh,
the hunger of the multitudes of our fellow-men sitting on
the outskirts of the crowd of humanity.
Think of the great land of India with its 356,000,000

souls, and at the highest computation only 6,000,000 arc
Christian. It is said that 100,000,000 have never heard
the precious Name of Jesus:
"Jesus, the Name that charms our fears and bids
our sorrows cease."

And yet there are 100,000,000 souls in India who have
never once heard that precious Name. And the Moham

medans are full of enterprise in India to-day.
And while Missionary Societies are withdrawing their

missionaries and closing down their work, the missionary
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Mohammedans are seeking to extend Mohammedanism,
not only throughout India, but they are sending their
missionaries and have their converts in Great Britain,
America, Australia, Brazil and, of course, in Africa. They

issue a magazine, a Moslem Missionary Magazine, in
Berlin, Paris, in London and in Chicago. Shame on the

Church of God that we should ever permit of withdrawing
missionaries and closing down our work, while the
Mohammedans are sending forth their missionaries into
so-called Christian countries and seeking to enlarge their
borders, and Mohammedanise our so-called

Christian

countries.

Oh, the hunger, the spiritual hunger and destitution
of multitudes of our fellow-men and women in the back
rows who have never once had an opportunity of a little
basket of the Bread of Life.

If you could look down on the River Ganges to-day,
there you would see hundreds of men an*d women making
the pilgrimage. They make a pilgrimage from the mouth
to the source of the river and back, again, taking six long
weary years, daily smearing themselves with sacred ashes,

worshipping at fresh temples each day, and bathing in its
sacred waters. Climbing to its source in the eternal snows,

God only knows what they suffer for six weary years of
pilgrimage, hoping that possibly at the end of that long,
weary pilgrimage there will come to them that peace
which alone can come to them through the Lord Jesus
Christ your Saviour.

Some will be concluding the pilgrimage to-day after
six weary years, and wondering whether there will come
to their hearts rest and satisfaction.

Will they get it to-day? Will it come to-day, and
millions of them have made the pilgrimage and have never
once been satisfied, for there is nothing that can satisfy
the deepest longings of the human heart other than your
°
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Lord and Saviour jesus Christ, for He alone is the Bread
of Life that satisfies, and He is looking out yonder this

morning and beholding all the spiritual hunger and desti
tution, and saying to us in this glorious fellowship this
morning :

"They need not depart; give ye them to eat."
I wonder what it will mean to you?

God spoke that word into a young man's heart away
over yonder in America. David Brainerd went out alone
with God, while the cold winds blew through the tree-tops

and the perspiration poured from him as he pleaded with

God; praying, praying that God would do something for
him.

At last he said :

"Oh God, here am 1, send me; send me to the
distant and savage pagans of the wilderness, to

the uttermost parts of the earth. Send me to
death itself, if it be but in Thy service and to
promote Thy glory."

That is what He will do to some of you young people
here, this morning, with life before you.
"Go ye."

Oh, that you would follow that example. Keep in
line with God and say :

"Oh God, here am I, send me with a little basket
of the Bread of Life that I may do something to

meet the need of the famishing multitudes with
that which alone satisfies."

I had this experience in Glasgow. I was showing
some lantern pictures in one of the mission halls, and the
next day an old body appeared at my home and told me her
story. She said :" I was born in a drunken home, was
married when I was 17 years and 6 months old to a
drunken husband. I had' one son and he grew up a
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drunkard. Five years ago, my husband came home drunk

on a Saturday night, and on Sunday morning I found he
had hanged himself. Five weeks later my son went home
drunk and quarrelled with his wife, and she stabbed him,
and he died.

So I lost both of them in live weeks.

I tried

to go straight for a year, but on passing a public-house,
the smell drew me. Then I would go straight for a few
weeks, until some of my old cronies drew me in again. One
night I had just 3d. left. I thought, * I will put a penny

in the gas, and if the Lord will save me, I will go to the
mission and put 2d. in the collection.'" She went, and
that night she was saved.
At the close of the meeting someone said to her,"Are
ye no saved?" She replied, '* Ye ken I am no saved."

" Wouldn't you like to be?." "I would," she replied,
and they took her into the back hall and she was saved.

For some weeks she fought with the desire for drink,
and then, thank God, He took it right away.
She sat down in my chair and said," What a wasted
life!"

I read some verses from the Psalms. She said," What
a wonderful Saviour I To think that after I had gone all
that way. He would save me. Do you ken I have never
had a chest of drawers in my house all my 35 years of
married life?"

And then ;^2 came to her from the Thomas Lipton
Fund, and her face lit up as she said, "Do you ken I
have just been giving it away to the Lord for His work

little by little, but as I looked at they black folk who had
never heard of my Jesus, I remembered I had 10/- of that
;^'2 loft, and I thought,'How can I keep that 10/- and

they black folks needing the Gospel?' and so I have
brought you mv wee donation." And she put a 10/- note
on the table and I knew she had given her all. And God
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has multiplied it and used it to the blessing of others in
that land.

This morning, He comes back to us—He Whose heart

was broken to make an atonement for your sins and for

theirs, and looking out to the back rows that we have
neglected, He says to us once again :
"They need not depart."
"Give me your all."
Shall we do it?
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A DAY'S TALK WITH GOD.
Rev. Barclay F. Buxton.

I am the Almighty God, walk before Me and be thou
perfect."—Genesis 17. 1.

The Hebrew word implies that He is"The God Who

is enough." The God of Whom we can say, '* Thou art
enough for me." An all loving, caring God Who satisfies
my longings. And therefore, ** Walk before Me and be

thou perfect." For God will give you all sufficiency ot
grace for that walk, whatever may be the circumstances

and conditions. " You can walk and please Me," for 1
am the God that is enough.
Now in this chapter we have a day's talk with God.
In V. 3 we read," God talked with him," and in v. 22 he
left ofT talking with him and God went up from
Abraham." A day of talking with the Lord, what a
wondrous experience! Abraham had had that experience

in the 15th chapter, talking with the Lord from the evening
till the next evening.

Oh, that we may have that blessed privilege again
and again of a day's talk with the Lord Jesus! That is
what the days of this Convention arc meant to be, and
have been to many. May this day be a day when God
talks with us here. For such a day is Heaven upon earth.
There is nothing nearer to Heaven than when God talks
with us.

Now God had not spoken to Abraham
years.

He had been silent to him.

for thirteen

Abraham had been

trying to bring about a fulfilment of God's promises. He

had been trying his own plans (chap. 16). He had got
God's promises, but they did not seem to be quickly ful
filled. So he set about it in his own way, and the conse101
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quence was that Ishmael was born, and God was silent

to him. If Abraham had trusted God's promise there
would have been an altogether different result. If we
have heard His promise, let us rest upon it, and not trust

in our own sufficiency, and try what we can do to bring
it about.

In Gen. 17, God, in wonderful mercy, again talks to
him, and makes a new covenant. In v. 2, we read of a
new covenant; in v. 6, of a new name; in v. 10, of a new
token ; in v. 20, of a new promise to Ishmael; and in v. 21,
a promise for Isaac. God is giving new messages and
dealing with Abraham in a new way.
He commences with a new revelation.

The Lord

spake unto Abraham, "I am the Almighty God." He
thus revealed Himself in a new way. Abraham saw that
there was a fulness in God that he had never seen before.

God had said, in xv. 1, "Fear not, Abram : I am thy
shield and thy exceeding great reward." That was a
wonderful revelation to Abram.

But here He gives a

further revelation, "I am Shaddai," the God Who is
thine all sufficiency. I trust that thus the Almighty God

has been revealing to you His wonderful power : as the
God Who can supply all your need for walking before Him
and being perfect. Oh that God may Indeed reveal to us
all, that He has the abundance of life and victory and

fulness so that we rest upon that.
"The Lord is my shepherd, therefore shall I not
want."

Because of what the Lord is, I shall be satisfied all the

way. We read in Ps. 27. 1, "The Lord is my light and
salvation."

There is a different revelation here, and it

does away with all fear, and gives us the assurance of
victory, "The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom
shall I fear, the Lord is the strength of my life, of whom
shall I be afraid?" A glorious new sight of the Lord,
seeing what the Lord is and what He does for us.
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And then again in Jeremiah 31, v. 3, you have *' The

Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying,'Yea, I have

loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving
kindness have I drawn thee.'" A God of love revealed,
Who has loved you from the beginning.

That is the

reason that you have got light and comfort and salvation.

It is the drawing power of that everlasting love which has
dawned upon you and drawn you unto Himself. And so

we have here,"I am the Almighty God"(the God of all
suffidency).

Look again at Rev. 21. 6:
"And He said unto me,'It is done. I am Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the ending. I
will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of

the water of life freely.'"

First"I am," then ** I will give." That is just the order
that we have in Gen. 17. 1.

Because He is the ascended

Lord, therefore He sheds forth the Holy Spirit upon His
redeemed ones. Thus He dealt with Abraham, and I trust

He has been dealing with us in the same way, revealing
to us Himself and then showing us what He will do for
us. Christ Jesus made unto us wisdom and righteousness
and sanctification and redemption. It is all because He is
an Almighty God, the all sufficient God, that we can walk
before Him and be perfect.
A minister of the Gospel came to one who was a
Leader of a Convention and opened his heart to him. The

minister told the speaker how he had lost love and joy

and peace in his own soul, how he was not getting victory,
and how he was not seeing souls coming out for Christ,

and the speaker asked,"Do you believe the first verse of
the 23rd Psalm?" "Why, of course I do," he said, "it

is one of my favourite verses. I have often preached on
that." "Then do you really believe that the Lord is

sufficient for you, and for all your need?" He paused
and said,"Yes, I do believe that." But the speaker said.
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You say there is sin in your life, the lack of love, of joy
and of peace; cannot your Shepherd deal with that? Can
you not say, 'The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not
want ?

The minister saw that the Lord was sufficient

to deal with his need, even to deal with his corruption and
his sin, and he found the fulness of God's salvation.
I am the Almighty God, therefore walk before me
and be thou perfect." There Is an inexhaustible supply of
grace for us. Oh, that we may see that in God there is
fulnes.«: for us.

The scientists cannot tell us why it is the sun is
always shining, why that glowing fire is ever going on,
ever distributing in the fullest measure, heat and light to
us here upon earth and to other planets, and bringing
life, and vegetation, and health. How is it that the supply
does not end? That fire that we call the sun is burning
up an almost incalculable amount of fuel all the time.

What is it that keeps the sun burning as it does? Whence
is that inexhaustible supply? We get the blessing and
benefit of it, though we cannot understand it. God is just
like that. He has an inexhaustible supply ever giving out
grace and power, the Holy Spirit, so that you and I may

live in spiritual health, and joy and gladness, in the sun
shine of His Presence, having abundant life because He is
ever giving it to us.

Two or three years ago I was at Niagara. I saw that
waterfall which impresses all who see it with its power
and abundance. You may sit before that waterfall and

meditate, and you will be awed by it. I saw it some forty
years ago, and one might have thought it could not con

tinue. But whenever one sees it again there is the same
tremendous outflow of water, just as it was before. A

cubic mile of water every week is going over the Fall. If
you were to imagine a reservoir a mile in length and a

mile in breadth and a mile deep, that amount of water
goes over the Falls of Niagara every week. God is like

that, ever giving, ever meeting our need, and enabling us
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to walk before Him. He is the God of the inexhaustible
supply, the God of boundless resources.

We read in John 6 that the apostles were in diffi

culties. They had got 5,000 people on their hands who
were hungry, and had no supplies. The apostles did not
know what to do. But the Lord knew what He would do.

He had resources to meet that need, and it was fully met.
And in Him to-day there are resources to meet your diffi
culty and your conflict. Look up in confidence to the One
Who is enough.
We are told that when a storm is coming on if an
eagle is in the air, the eagle just sets his wings and the
storm bears him higher and higher until he is above it. He

will not be overwhelmed by the storm; he will use it to get
higher into the peace and the sunshine above the storm.
In the storms of life, it is just a question of the set of the

wings. These storms and these difficulties around may just
help to make you rise higher. Set your wings of faith to
rise above the difficulty, and the storm will only bear you
higher, and victory will be the result.
Isaiah said," Behold, God is my salvation"(Is. 12. 2).
That word " Behold " expresses surprise at seeing some
thing new that he had not seen before. Isaiah understood
that God Himself was his security.
God had opened
his eyes to see that. And so he got confidence. *' I will

trust and not be afraid." Dismay is gone, anxiety is gone,
for the Lord Jehovah, the One Who has all power, and is

faithful to His promise, He "is my strength and my song
and He has become my salvation." Isaiah saw the Lord
and so his faith was strengthened. He knew that the Lord

was full of grace. So he could trust and not be afraid.
He knew he would find strength to sing in the midst of
trouble and in the days of conflict. *' The Lord Jehovah
is my song."
"I am the God that is enough." Enough for thee,
and because of that God enters into a new covenant with
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Abraham : "I will make my covenant between me and
thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly." God had made
a covenant at the beginning of the 12th chapter, and

another in the 13th chapter, and again in the 15th chapter,
and here again another covenant. God loves to meet us

and to give us fresh promises again and again. That is
why we come up year after year to this Convention. I

believe if you would have strength to live a holy life, it
IS best to come to a Convention once a year. God has got
a new covenant to make with you, and new promises for

you. He wants to give you more, He wants you to reach
out to something more. Abraham longed to reach out to
something deeper and clearer and closer with God. There

fore God meets him again and again, and gives him a
fresh covenant. He gets fresh light on the promises that
he has already claimed. God longs thus to covenant with
us.

God wants to prove to us that His promise is secure:
*' God, willing more abundantly to show unto the

heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel,
confirmed it by an oath."
—Heb. 6. 17.

God wants to show to us the immutability of His word.
His word is secure, and the God of the Word is faithful.

And thus He gives us " strong consolation," that glorious
assurance that the things which the Holy Spirit has revealed
to us are assured. He wants us to be confident in our souls

that We have received what He has promised, and there

fore He confirms it with an oath, saying, "I am the
Almighty God."
It seems wonderful that God, as it were, should bind
Himself to Abraham and bind Abraham to Him. That is
what God loves to do for us, to bind Himself to us and
to bind us to Himself, to make a covenant with us.
Here is a man going to buy an house. He makes a
contract to buy that house, and after he has bought that
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house he sees that it needs a good deal of paint, of repair
and decoration.

He makes a new covenant, a new con

tract, that the house should be thoroughly put in order and

thoroughly decorated and made beautiful. God has pur
chased you for Himself. But He sees there is much to be

done within you. He wants to see the beauty of the Lord
upon you. So He makes a new covenant with you that all
the filth and the corruption shall be taken away, and the

temple of the Lord shall be made beautiful so that He
may dwell in vou and delight in you.

There are some

hearts that I believe God dwells in, but He cannot delight

in. God contracts with you to re-decorate you so that the
beauty of the Lord may be upon you and He may delight
to dwell in you. "This is my rest for ever," He says,
"for here will I dwell for I have desired it."

As Abraham hears God's word, he fell on his face :
and God talked with him."

If God has drawn near to

you and made a new revelation of Himself to you, there

will be something like that in your experience. You won't
want to get up and shout, but you will want to get down
lower and lower before God, to fall upon your face and
listen to God. You will want Him to talk to you. " And
Abraham fell on his face and God talked with him." Oh,

that is a real result; it leaves a solemn hush upon the
soul, so that it longs to be alone with Him, so as to hear

His voice.

In 2 Samuel 7, when Nathan had brought

God's promise to David, what does David do?

"Then went king David in, and sat before the
Lord, and he said,'Who am I, O Lord God, and

what is my house, that Thou hast brought me
hitherto?'
"

He left his courtiers, his palace, and goes unto the temple
of God and sits before the Lord. He says (v, 18),"Who
am I?."

".And this was yet a small thing, in Thy sight, O
Lord God: but Thou hast spoken also of Thy
servants' house for a great while to come"(v. 19).
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He hears the promise, and quietly goes in and sits before
the Lord. He takes the promise and he worships before
God. Just so, Abraham got the revelation and the new
covenant. So he fell on his face and God talked with him.

As he has entered into a new covenant, God gives
him a new token of the covenant, the token of circumcision.
And to us the token of the covenant is spiritual circum
cision, which is "Putting off the body of the sins of the
flesh, by the circumcision of Christ." That is the circum

cision of the heart by the Lord Himself, and that
circumcision is the putting off of the body of the sins of the
flesh, that is to say, being cleansed from all filthiness of

the flesh and the spirit. The word "putting off"is a very
strong word in the Greek. It means putting away and
out of you all the corruption of the flesh. That is the
circumcision of Christ. We are told the results of
spiritual circumcision in Deut. 30. 6:

"The Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and
the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that
thou mayest live."

He will thus take away that which is contrary to love.
George Fox, in his diary, said :" I found there was
something in my heart contrary to pure love. I could not
love my enemies, and I went to the Lord about it and He

took from my heart all that prevented me loving with my
whole heart." That is the circumcision. If there is not

that love, God cannot use you as a channel of His grace.
There must be this deliverance from evil, that we may
really love.

Electricity will pass through iron or steel, but it will
not pass through glass. Glass is not that which it can

pass through. Your old nature is like that. The Holy
Spirit cannot permeate it. If you want to be a channel

of blessing you must get a new nature, something that
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the Holy Spirit can use as His channel. And your nature
may be transformed so that you may be a conductor of
the Holy Spirit.

Now Abraham has got a new calling. '* Walk before
Me and be thou perfect." Something God wants you to

be—" be perfect

something God wants you to do—walk

before me. God wants you first to be right. As He said
to the disciples in Jerusalem when He ascended, " Tarry
ye." "Do not go yet, wait in Jerusalem until you be
endued with power from on high." First be, then walk
step by step. The Christian life is a life of little things,
done in the Holy Spirit. "Walk before Me and be thou
perfect." Because you have seen the Almighty God, you
have seen that there is fulness of blessing for you, and
therefore from this time forward " Walk before Me and

be thoij perfect."
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RUNNING THE RACE.

Rev. William H. Rowdon, M.A.

"Let us run with patience the race that is set before us.
Looking unto Jesus."
—Heb. 12, part of verses 1 and 2.

1 wonder if we are ready for that race that is set before
us, if we feel like it to-morrow? Because whether we like

it or not we have to start out, and the course lies before us.
I wonder if all our names have been entered—in the

Lamb's book of life? This is for some a long race, and
it calls for all the stamina and the "patient endurance"

that we can muster. I wonder if we have got our"second
wind" which we need for running the long race? (It is
not a sprint, but the race which has very carefully to be
timed; It may be that there is a sprint for the first few
hundred yards, and then we begin to lengthen out to *' run
with patience the race that is set before us.")

We are often "much distressed because of the way
that is the reason why some of us have come to Swanwick.
So we are exhorted to "Lay aside every weight and the
sin which does so easily beset us." These things cause us
considerable anxiety when we are seeking to run; we can
only lay them aside by the gracious operation of the Spirit
of God. "The sin which does so easily beset us"—
"unbelief "—has to be laid aside. God has to remove this

hindrance; this will affect our respiration and enable us
to press on.

Let us look at the race : the course set before us is

the Will of God. God does not expect us to run in an
unknown race. He has graciously hedged us about with
what we might call two strings, "Trust and obey," and
we can run between these two strings.
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"Trust and obey, for there's no other way

To be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey."
God has blessed us at Swanwick, and it may be tliat
there are some of us here who have no idea what God has
in store for us.

"Peace, perfect peace, our future all unknown;
Jesus we know and He is on the throne."
Let us remember that God has promised to guide His
childrenv He says, *' I will guide thee with Mine eye."
The sanctified soul should never be in bondage about

guidance. ."Trust and obey."
There are three points which Dr. Whitfield Guinness

gave us when I was a student at Cambridge. May I pass
them on?

First, there must be

clouds between you and Him.

In God's'Word we read, '* If I regard iniquity in my heart
the Lord will not hear me . .

It is useless to expect

God to guide if there is known sin in the life.

Secondly, there must be No personal prejudice or bias,
i.e., be perfectly prepared to do either the easy or the
difficult thing, the pleasant or unpleasant thing (and do
not let us imagine that because it is a pleasant thing that
God will necessarily withhold it from us).

Thirdly, No indecision. Since He has cleansed our

hearts, purified them by the Holy Ghost, through the
precious blood, let us use all our God-given faculties, make
up our minds, taking into consideration the circumstances,
our obligation to our friends, etc., after we have carefully
before God weighed up all the facts, make up our minds
before the Lord and go forward to do the right thing in
the ordinary plain path of common-sense and duty. No
indecision! (the devil keeps many people to-day in bond
age), and then never look back!
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If, after following these three points, we take the
wrong way, we shall hear a voice behind us saying,"This

is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right or to
the left. There is a tribe in the Belgian Congo where
they always find direction in that particular way. Animals
attack from the rear, so the little children are placed in
the very front, the strong men and the others come behind,
and the little child leads them. When the child comes to

a fork in the path, if he goes off to the right and it is
correct, nothing is said—they go straight forward. If, on
the other hand, the child goes to the left instead of the

right, the father points with his spear and says,"This is
the way," and then the child crosses over and on they go.
If you are a sanctified child of God you can unfailingly
trust God to guide you like that. God has promised to
guide us so long as there are no clouds between us and
Him.

^ The course is mapped out and the goal of the race to

which we are to run is Jesus Christ. "Looking unto
Jesus" *' forgetting those things which are behind and
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press
toward the mark £or the prize of the high calling of God
Jesus." It is a most glorious thing to know

that we can forget all the past, because it is blotted out,
and reach forth, straining every nerve, so running "that
we may obtain."

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, ch. 6, v. 1,
says, "Let us go on unto perfection." Do not let us
imagine that because God has cleansed our hearts and we
have received the Holy Spirit that that is all, because we
are exhorted to go on, to be always pressing on," Not as

though I had already attained, either were already perfect,
I press on." There arc greater heights which we have
never reached, there are deeper depths we have never

plumbed. "Our God is marching on." We may be
troubled yet not distressed, we may be greatly wearied but
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never played out; let us press on, looking unto Jesus and
living a glorious, full life.

This race is not a cool, calculating giving of ourselves
to Him, but it is an utter abandonment to the Lord Jesus.
Yet there is nothing rash about it at all; it is the most
sane, the most balanced and most reasonable service; it
is a glorious advenure, hazarding our lives for the Name

of the Lord Jesus. It is a life full of the glory and peace
of God.

Then we are e.vhorted, "Let us run."

What does

this mean for those who have been sanctified?

It is

impossible for us to run as long as we have weights and
sins which we allow in the life, but when we have laid

aside "every weight and the sin which does so easily beset
us," then we can run the race set before us; when we have
*' the love of God shed abroad in our hearts." The love of

Christ constrains us, gives us vitality, nervous energy and
power (if those expressions can be used in a spiritual
sense).

The love of Christ constraineth us and we are

empowered with the dynamic of the Holy Ghost. This is

the most glorious life that any man or woman can possibly
live; it is a foretaste of Heaven here below. God says.
Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
For it is God Who worketh in you to will and to do of
His good pleasure." All you and I have to do is to work
out what God has worked in us by the Holy Ghost.
"Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me,
All His wondrous compassion and purity."
Just let God do His work. Let Him look through your
eyes, hear through your ears, love through your hands and
feet, speak through your voice. Then we know that if
we are going to be steady, and run a full course, we need
the necessary nourishment. Feed on the Word of God; do

not let us imagine that because we have got a promise
from the Word of God here to-day that it will see us through

for the next twelve months. We need daily to feed on the
H
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Word of God if we are going to be good runners. 1 cannot
emphasise this too strongly for myself and for my younger
brothers and sisters. It is absolutely essential that we
should feed on the Word of God. It is no use scanning

a passage of Scripture and then saying, "1 have read my
portion for to-day"; we need to "Search the Scriptures,

for they are they which testify of Me," says Jesus. When
you read your Bible, ask the Holy Spirit to light up its
pages and reveal the Lord Jesus to you. Sometimes you
will find something in the Word of God which seems to
stand out—a verse or phrase speaking peace, guidance or

inspiration, or it may be a promise to your soul; and be
prepared to receive the food which God gives you and
praise Him for it.

Hebrews 11. 13 says (referring to the patriarchs, some
of whom had been mentioned in the previous verses),

"these all died in faith"(according to faith), not having
received the (fulfilment of the) promises, they were per

suaded, they embraced them and confessed .. ." Notice
those three things.

First of all they were persuaded of the promises. I
trust that is what has happened to each one of us ; we have
been persuaded of the promises of God. You were "born

again by the Word of God," sanctified by the Word of God
(John 17. 17)—have you got your promise? Now after they
were persuaded of the promises they "embraced" them.
And so we take the promises literally to our hearts and
we hold them there. Do not let them go; hold, love and

believe them. They embraced the promises and then they
confessed. As we testify God will be glorified and others
blessed.

Let me give you one other verse, Mark 9. 22, 23. Here
we read of a man who came to the Lord Jesus because of

his son who was possessed of an evil spirit, and he cried
unto Jesus, *' If Thou can'st do anything ... ?" What
did Jesus answer? "If thou can'st believe ... ?" And
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if you will come when you are sorely tested and you cry

to God, *' If Thou can'st do anything," this is what He
says," If thou can'st believe." Then we read immediately
after,"the father of the child cried out and said with tears,

• Lord, I believe, help Thou my unbelief.'" If God has
dealt with unbelief in your hearts you will be enabled to
say,"Lord, I believe," and praise God for the answer!
Then we shall need to testify to what God has done
for our souls, that is part of the running of the race set
before us. The world is hungry for a full salvation. The
world is longing to know of a Saviour who can "save to
the uttermost" (to the full stretch). They are tired of
hearing of a milk-and-water Gospel that is not even

believed by those who preach it. and which has no convict
ing, converting message of LIFE. Remember that attack
is alwavs the best form of defence. Evangelise or die I

"They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and
by the word of their testimony : and they loved
not their lives unto the death."

Let us sec to it that whenever God gives us the oppor

tunity (as the love of Christ constrains us, and the Holy
Spirit prompts us), let us never fail God by not giving our
testimony.

Then let us live the life. The world is waiting to see

holy living, and when they see it they will be attracted and
listen, when they see that we practise what we preach!
Don't let us wait till we feel the driving power of the Holy

Spirit, but rather let us use the measure of power that
God has given us at the moment, simply counting on His
promises.

"Run with patience . .

You will need it to-morrow

when you go home, in your home, in your business ;
whereever you arc vou will need that"patient endurance
of which the Word of God speaks as you never needed it
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before. Do not think that because God has cleansed your
heart by fhe Holy Spirit that you will be immune from

temptation and that you cannot sin any more. You are
not sinlessly perfect. The Devil will tempt you in more
and subtler ways than before you were filled with the

Spirit. Keep your eye upon Him Who is your sanctification, and, like Moses, endure as seeing Him.
If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves."

We may deceive ourselves (we do not deceive other people,
and we do not deceive God). John says, "These things
write I unto you that ye sin not." There is no need to
sin. "The blood of Jesus Christ God's Son cleanseth us

from all sin." We are continually being contaminated
and we need the continual cleansing of the precious blood
all the time, and so we need "patient endurance."
Will it last? The answer is HE 'jjUI, the crux of the

whole matter, my sanctification, my holiness, is the Lord

Jesus Christ Himself, and He will dwell in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost. We shall be tempted ; the devil will come
to us in all kinds of ways and seek to reach us through the
circumstances which surround us, and we shall be tempted to
doubt the work of the Holy Spirit. Beware! one of the first

things the Devil will do will be to question what God has
done for your soul; he will throw doubts uf>on your experi
ence; tben take him to the promises. He will tell you this
is all right in a Convention atmosphere, but it is not for
the office, the home, the business life; you cannot live the
sanctified life in everyday life. Be ready for all this.
"Run with patience "1
How did Moses endure? Heb. 11. 27:" Moses endured

as seeing Him Who is invisible." What does that mean?

If you look out of that window you will not notice the
glass, but you are interested in the view outside; the glass
was put there to make it possible for you to see through
the wall and to let the light in. Thus, do not look at your
faith, look to Him, Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our

faith. This is the secret of staying power.
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We shall need '* patient endurance"because of God's
chastening hand. If the Lord allows sickness, some crush
ing sorrow, if you are called to live or work with an
impossible person, welcome God's hand of discipline, praise
Him for it and remember your extremity is God's oppor

tunity to make you a partaker of His holiness.

Read

Heb. 12. 5-16.

Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees,
And looks to that alone,

Laughs at impossibilities
And cries, It shall be done.
Faith says it is done. Let us not look at the circumstances

around us, or at other people; take no notice of what other
I>eople say, but keep on looking unto Him. This patient
endurance, or stamina, can only be maintained as we feed
daily on the Word of God. "Looking unto Jesus" literally,
in the Greek, means '* looking off unto Jesus." Take your
eyes off your circumstances, your difficulties, and look unto
Him and remember Jesus Christ the Saviour is our sanctification, He is the Centre of the whole of our experience

and life; keep looking unto Him. Indeed, we need to
remember why He ever blessed us at all. This should keep
us steady.

Ezekiel 36. 22, 23:

"Therefore thus saith the Lord God: * I do not this

for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine
holy Name's sake, which ye have profaned among
the heathen whither ye went.' The heathen shall
know that I am the Lord when I shall be sanctified

in you before their eyes."

Let everything else fade out, even if you do not know the
doctrine—look unto Jesus. If the Holv Spirit has dealt
with that evil heart of yours, and if He is dwelling within
vou will be able to "lay aside ever)' weight and the sin
which does so easily beset, looking unto Jesus the Author
and Finisher of your faith." Ask God to make Jesus real
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to you by the Holy Ghost. Thus, with trust and obey on
each side, the goal Jesus Christ Himself, and the love of

Christ in our hearts constraining us, the love of God shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, we shall be able
to run the race that is set before us.

Let us not be sur

prised if the race before us is sometimes hard.

We have

to meet all the weariness and the painfulness of the run

ning, and we may have to "endure the Cross despising
the shame." Remember what St. Paul says, " None of
these things move me, neither count 1 my life dear unto

myself that I might finish my course with joy

" Hence

forth there is laid up for me • a crown which the Lord
the Righteous Judge shall give me at that day, and not
to me only, but unto all them that love His appearing."

Already we may hear the bell being rung by the heralds on
the course, in token of the fact that we are already turning
the last corner to get into the straight, ready for the final

dash to the finish (for the coming of the Lord draweth
nigh). Let us therefore look unto Him, the Author and
Finisher of our faith, and then after we have patiently
endured to the finish we shall meet Him and we shall hear

Him say," Well done, good and faithful servant." Mav
God grant that we may be given grace to run " the race
that is set before us."
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