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INTRODUCTION.

In writing these Memories of '59, I
have been largely dependent upon others

for my information. And the task
furthermore involved in collecting these

facts is at present beset with dif&culties,

as the generation that mixed and moved
in these revival scenes has now almost

passed away. It is well, however, to
remember the days of old. At the outset

let it be distinctly understood that I am
not undertaking to write a history of the
Revival in Ireland. I wish, rather, to

give a brief record as far as that is
obtainable of the movement as it mani
fested itself in my own neighbourhood—
Mid-Antrim. I leave it to others to deal

with the subject outside and beyond that
area.
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A Revival presupposes life. You can
not revive what is dead.

Tiiis is true in

nature and in grace. The word Revival

is met with frequently on the pages of
the Bible; and Church history records the
story of revivals in both ancient and

modern times(II. Chron. xxxv., Acts xi.).
Scotland, England, Ireland and Wales all
witness to special outpourings of the
spirit—Revivals! As far as the indi
vidual Christian is concerned, a revival
is recovery of spiritual health. A general

revival is the Spring that rescues the
Church from the grasp of Winter. The
word may be understood tliroughout

these pages to mean the work of g^ace
that converts sinners and edifies saints.

As a religious movement, the com
mencement

of

the

Revival

in

this

neighboiuhood may be traced back to
the year 1857.

A late minister of the

gospel here, speaking of this work of
grace of 1859, says:—"Two or three
years before this time there were at
Ahoghill several large drops of Heaven's
grace seen in the conversion of both old
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and young, indicative of the coming

spiritual flood." Public attention was
first called to the movement through the

operations of a prayer meeting held m

Tannybrake schoolroom m the Parish ot
Connor. The origin of this prayer meet-

ing was in this way. A Mrs. ColviUe,
from Gateshead, England, visited Bally-

mena in the year 1857. She represented
a missionary society, and as such be
sought men to be reconciled to God. At
the time, a young man called James
McQuilken from Kells, was employed m
a linen warehouse in BaUymena, and

lodged dui'ing the week with a Miss
Brown. In the prosecution of her work,
Mrs. Colville was in Brown's house when

James McQuilken was present, and she
made the inquiry,"Arc you saved i
For a moment there was silence, but a
woman who was also present at the time

began to unbosom herseH, wydi led Mrs.
ColviUe to observe,"My dear, you know

nothing as yet of the grace of God.
a result of this question and the alter
conversation James McQuilken became
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deeply impressed, and in tlxe year 1857

he found peace in believing. His joy
■was great.

On returning to Kells, he

told his neighbours the good news and
invited them to come with him and he

would do them good. Forthwith he com
menced aggressive work.

His labours

were not in vain, and he reaped, as first
fruits of his exertions in Christian work,
John

and Robert Carlisle,

In

association with Jeremiah McNeely,
another convert who had been brought
to a knowledge of the truth through
reading John vi., 37, these men com

menced religious work .in the district of

Connor that was greatly owned of God.

In the Tannybrake schoolroom in the
autumn of 1857 they started the prayer

meeting that really led up to and issued
in the great '59 Revival.

Their work

did not at first attract much attention,

but gradually the spiritual interes'fc
deepened and widened.

An old man

named Marshall and a young man called

Wasson volunteered their services as
helpers. The work thus commenced
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progressed so tliat in the closing months
of the year 1858 several young men
identified themselves with the meeting

in Tannybrake schoolroom. The Pres
byterian mimster in the Parish of Connor
at the time was the Rev. J. H. Moore,
who gave the movement every encouragement and help. Countless services were

conducted by him throughout the parish.

My Sabbath School Superintendent, Mr.
C. Metrustry, informs me that he acted
as a leader of the praise at an open air
meeting conducted by Mr. Moore in
Ballycowan at the commencement oi
this revival movement, and that while
Mr. Moore was speaking some were

crying for mercy. Others were solacing
wftfiping penitents, while others were
engaged in singing, some the 40th Psalm,
and others the hymn, "What s the
news ? "' A singing class that was being
conducted at the time in Connor by a
Mr. Kennedy was turned into a prayer

meeting. Many of these religious _ ser

vices in Connor were all-night meeting^
For some time women were not permitted
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to take any public part in tKe religious
exercises, but this feeling of antagonism
to their co-operation gradually died
away, so that in a short time few meet

ings were held in which women did not

engage in public prayer. It was custo

mary to have a succession of prayers at
the same meeting. In these exercises
women were much in evidence. So

nughtily grew the word that in the dis
tricts lying between Glenarm and Port-

glenone and Olough and Glenwherry, all
creeds were enquiring about the Revival,

... Pt. •

'^''V

•1^'.

-rTrrr—

11

AHOGHILL.

Trom Connor the movement spread to

Ahogliill and the surrounding neighbour
hood-

At the time there was a young

man from Ahoghill, called Samuel Camp

bell, working in the linen business with.

Mr.'James Ross, Kells. A meeting had
been announced for TullanamuUen in
1858, which was addressed by Mr. Jas.
McQuillcen and hlr. Jeremiah McNeely,
their subject on the occasion being
John i., 36. Mr. Samuel Campbell was

present at this meeting, and the services
quickened his interest in spiritual things.
The following morning before commenc

ing the duties of the day his attention
was arrested by a portion of God's Word
(Roms. X., 9)—'If thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved." This poi-tion was the means ot

leading him into the Kingdom ot God.
Henceforth the one aim and object ot
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hiH life was to win souls to Christ. On

Cfiristmas Day of that year he paid a
visit to Ahoghill, where his mother,
brother and a sister resided. He told

them of his joy and peace, and assured
Dieni that "the Lord had saved him."

The resu t of this family meeting was

that luH brother John came under deep
conviction of sin, while his sister em

braced Clinst as all her salvation. He

alterwardH organized a meeting that was
held in the Rev. F. Buick's Church, when
many came to hear what the young
convert would say. This was the first

noM,ling of the kind held in Ahoghill.
Though It did not oi-eatc much interest,
yet Mr. Bujok (mcouragcd Mr. Campbell
to prosecute his glorious mission, and hia

anxKdy to tell his neighbours the good

news of his conversion remained un

abated. Ifo arranged accordingly for
holding a meeting in Ballyrnontna School
room, situated a short distance from

Ahoghill. This meeting was held on

Tm-sday evening, the 22ud February
J H59. Tidinga of the awakening at
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Kells had already reached Ahoghill, so
that on the evening of the Ballymontna

meeting crowds assembled at the School
room — hundreds being unable to gain
an entrance into the building. Those
assisting Samuel Campbell at this

meeting were James McQuilken, Jeremiah
McHeely, John "Wallace and R. Carlisle.
As there was not anything approaching
sufficient

accommodation

inside

the

Schoolroom for those attending the

meeting—^people having assembled from
far and near—the promoters resolved on

adjourning to Ahoghill to seek accommo
dation in one of the Churches there. This

arrangement they carried out, and as
they walked into the village singing the
crowd gradually increased.
Having
arrived at Ahoghill they entered the
second Presbyterian Church, the first
ecclesiastical structure they approached.
It was immediately filled by an earnest,

although a somewhat excited audience.
Here the people were addressed, and the
meeting was prolonged till a late hour.
It was with difficulty the promoters of

14
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the meeting could induce the people to
Bcparate. The first convert at Ahoghill
seems to have been a young man irom
the Glebe, called James Hogg. He was

only one of many that afterwardsfollowed.
This second meeting of the Reviva
lists at Ahogliill instantly created much

spiritual interest throughout the neigh
bourhood.

The Revival became the

theme of every conversation the next

day. Many individuals became incapaci
tated for their work. The atmosphere
became surcharged with a spiritual
electricity that sent a tremor of awe and

solemnity through the entire community.
The most careless and profane became
deeply concerned al)out their future

wcHare. In tlie houses of the people—
among the labourers in the fields—in the

iuark<!t place and at fairs—by the wayBide—the, talk of the pco])lo centred in
the Revival. Jt became the one subject
uppermost in the miiidfl of both young
una old. For a time every other interest
lUibHid^jd in presence of news concerning
the Revival. Many families abandoned

OR THE REVIVAL jMOTC.MENT.
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work altogether, giving themselves up

wholly to prayer, praise and Bible
reading.

The meeting, which of all others roused
most attention about Ahoghill at this
period was one convened on Communion

Monday evening, 14th March, 1S59, in
the first Presbyterian Cliurch. It made
a lasting impression upon the whole
neighbourhood.
It had been called
pmposely for inquiring into and studying
the revival movement.

An idea got

abroad that the converts would hayo an

opportunity of publicly giving expression
to their experience. This in itself was
sufficient to attract an audience.

No

such meeting had ever previously been
convened in this neighbourhood. Crowds
as a consequence assembled, and the
large building, capable of accommodating
1,200 people, was literally packed to over
flowing. Representatives of the sur
rounding neighbourhood were present.
Among others in the audience who were
afterwards identified with the Revival

movement

were—Jeremiah

MoNeely,

10
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James Bankhead, Master Brekenridge,
J. Story and S. Campbell. The service
commenced with religous exercises con

ducted by the Rev. D. Adams, during
the continuance of which the audience—

or at least a portion of it—began to
manifest some impatience to hear the
converts. A suppressed murmur passed
over the audience—a ripple that preceded
the storm—after which one of the con

verts who was present, James Bankhead,
rose and could not be restrained from

praying, and that too in a very excited
manner.

Such

was the commotion

occasioned by this proceeding that Mr.
Adams called upon the people to clear
the galleries lest the pressure might bring
them down. There was a rush for the

doors, many being carried outside on the
Bhoulders of the crowd.

This inter

ruption did not prevent the people from
ARsembling

again

when

outside the

Church building. Ahoghill square was
afterwards filled with people—yoilng and
old—all anxious to

hear about the

Revival. As anxiety was again ex-

OR THE REVIVAL MOVEI^IENT.

17

pressed to hear the converts,one of them,

James Bankhead, mounted the steps
opposite one of the houses on the square,
and from this platform addressed the
crowd, composed of some 3,000 persons,

though the street was muddy and rain
falling heavily at the time. He told
them of sin and salvation, assured them
'
I

>

of his happiness and peace of mind,

dwelt upon the ^eatness of salvation,
its freeness and its fullness, and called
upon his audience to"come and receive

J

the Holy Ghost." The effect was thrill-

^

ing, old men wept and the young were
awed and subdued. Many were pros
trated on the street, while not a few
professed to have found peace, and forth

with rejoiced in pardon. Not till a late
hour did the crowd separate, all minds
filled with concern about judgment and
eternity.

The young convert, Samuel Campbell,
to whom reference has already been
. made, was at the time of his conversion

a member of Hillstown Orange Lodge.
About the time when preparations were

sr.
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being made for the July celebrati*^^*
Mr.,Campbell attended a meeting of

old lodge. He told the assembl^^
brethren the circumstances conneotod

with his spiritual change. To Oraiig*^ism, he said, he had no objection,
he urged them to a better observnn^®
of their celebrations. He so far con

vinced them of the rightness of b-is
views that the brethren on the following
12th July marched without fife or drum,

to Ilandalstown, and on the green uhtached to the old Presbyterian Cliurcli
there they assembled in great numbers,
where they

listened

to a discourse

from the minister of the church, the
Rev. R. Marr, his subject being based
on the story of Gideon's 300, as con

tained in Jiidges, seventh chapter. The
brethren returned to their homes deeply
impressed.
This was only the commencement of

Mr. CampbeU's labours in spreading the
good news. He ** went everywhere
preaching the word." In the counties of
Derry and Tyrone his labours were

OR THE REVIVAL MOVEMENT.
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abundant. Here he was privileged to
address

many

earnest

meeting

in

Magheraiolt, Moneymore, and in Coagh.
Nor has he even yet ceased to strive
with men. He is still moved by the
old Revival spirit, and still joys in the
God of his salvation. Though now
upwards of eighty years of age, he is
hale and hearty, loves to talk of the
old days, his eyes while he does so
flashing brightness. I said to him,
You have taken good care of your
self."

His reply was, "It was the

Lord that took care of me."

Some distance from the Hillstown

Lodge Room, further up the Toome
Road, near to what was then Imown as
Hill Smyth's Cross-roads, was a place
called

Crea-Rocks.

Viewed

from

a

religious standpoint, it was not at the
time of the Revival favourably known.

It had been customary for a lengthened
period, on what was known as Ahoghill
Old Fair—5th June—for

people to

congregate here from great distances for
cockfighting. Great crowds annually
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assembled here for this purpose. The

so-called sport was always accompanied
with betting, cursing, drinking, and

card playing. The Revs. O. Adams,
AhoghiU, . J. Smyth, Craigmore, and
H. Stewart, Randalstown, agreed' to
hold a imited meeting on the 5th June

on the very spot where it had been the

practice of the people to engage in
cookfighting. When the ministers ar
rived several of the cockfighters had

already put in an appearance. Mr.
Smyth announced the 121st Psalm,
which being sung, he engaged in prayer.
Mr. Adams then addressed the large
assemblage, nurnbering
thousands,

choosing as his subject Matthewxxvi.,75.
Only a very few left when the religious
exercises commenced, while many of
those remaining shed tears of repentance.
Mr. Smyth addressed the meeting also,
choosing as his subject Joshua xxiv., 15th
Choose you this day whom ye will
serve." A layman present closed the

service with

prayer.

The meeting

lasted from 10 o'clock a.m. till 3 o'clock

OR THE REVIVAL MOVEMENT.
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p.m. It was the end of cockfighting at
the Crca-Rocks. A mission hall has
since been erected on the site of this

cockpit, where- religious services are
held everj Sabbath evening under the
superintendence of the Rev. W. Martin,
Randalstown.

But

to

return

to

Ahogliill. The Revivalists, as those
impressed were now designated, came
from

wide areas afterwards into the

village and the neighbourhood of
Ahoghill, where continuous rounds of
meetings were held. Many of these

meetings took place during the day,
while others were continued until far on

in the night. The eifects were marvel

lous. When journeying along the road
at night one heard little but the sound
of praise wafted on the night air by
those returning to their homes after
having attended a prayer meeting. The
singing of the converts was most hearty.
Praise and prayer were striking char

acteristics of this great awakening. So
universal was the practise that in
passing a cottage by the wayside at

22
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niglifc the sound of prayer or of praise
would bo heard.

At the time of which

wo speak a meeting could have been
readily convened at almost any hour
and in almost any place; and as to
persons willing to take part in the
meetings, there were always more

voluntc<5r8 than were really required.
The excitement was intense.

A custom prevalent in many Presby
terian Churches at this period was to
hold two services in the Cliurch on the

Bal)bath Day, with an interval
fifteen

minutes between tlicm.

of
The

people "scaled," that is they vacated
the church for this interval, and then
returned for the second service.

This

was the eiistom in the First Presbyterian
Church of Ahoghill. On a warm summer
day in the year 'fiO tliis large congrega
tion had separnted afte.r the first service.

In the cemetery adjoining the church,
to which the people were in tlio habit of
adjourning, several young men began
on (his occasion to pray, witli tlic result
that the people were with difficulty
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broiigkt inside for the second service
which was about to be commenced by

the then pastor, the Rev. D. Adams.
Scarcely had the preacher ascended the
pulpit and announced the Psalm than
a young man rose on the ground floor
and began to speak about"the Blood."
He was followed by others all over the
house, and great excitement prevailed
for a time. The sight was one never
to be forgotten. It was as if the Holy
Ghost had fallen upon the people. The

preacher tried to quiet them, but this
only seemingly added fuel to the flame.
The excitement increased so much that

the pastor dismissed the congregation.
But getting outside did not calm the

people.

They gathered round their

favourite converts, and in the neigh
bourhood of the church nothing was
heard for some time but the sound

of prayer and praise
I exhortations
to the people to coni lO Jesus. The
revivalists, as a rule, at first confined
themselves to the singing of Psalms,

the 40th Psalm being a great favourite.

24
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Their Psalmody afterwards embraced
hymns and paraphrases. These hyoa^^
they thought, expressed their experi
ences better.

There

was besides

^

flexibility and freedom about them that
they soiiglit for elsewhere in vaiH'
Wlio that passed through these scenes
does not still remember some of these

old hymns that were then so generally
Hung! One of them was "What's the
News ?"

Whene'er wo moot you always sav
Wliat's t)io news ?

Pr»y what's the order of the day ?
What's tlic news ?

Oh, I have got good news to tell :

My Saviour hath done nil things well,
And triurnnhed over doatli and hell,
1hat's the news.

*

TI»e Lamb was slain on Calvary,
Tliat's the news!

To sot a world of sinners free,
That's the nows !

Kor us Ho bowed His sacred liead,
Kor US His precious blood was shed,

And now He's risen from the de^,
Tliat's the news!
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And Jesus Christ can save you, too,
Tliat's the news !

Yom* sinful heart he can renew,
TJiat's tlie news !

This moment, if for sin you grieve.
This moment if you do believe,
A full acquittal you'll receive,
> That's the news !

And tiren if any one should say
What's the news ?

Oh, tell them you've begun to pray,
Tliat's the news!

That you have joined the conquering band,
And now at God's divine command.
You're marching to a better land ;
That's the news !

And such singing! Going to meetings

the people sang, when at meetings they
sang, and when returning home they
sang' The converts made every place
vocal by their praise. The Sabbaths
were wholly spent in religious exercises.
Services commenced usually with the
Sabbath School at 7.30 a.m., and after
wards there was ^" ~^hurch Service at 12
o'clock noon. AV. i the people separated
from these meetings, instead of returning
to their homes, they went to some

MEMORIES OF '5g

open air meeting previously announced
from the pulpit. These open-air meet
ings were as a rule well attended. If no
minister was available to address such

meetings, young converts were present
who gave interesting statements about
their own Salvation. The effects were

startling, many crying out"What must
I do to be saved ?"

TheInfluence ofthis Great Revival

on the community was most marked.
The drunkard ceased to drink, and the
bliBphemer ceased to blaspheme. Courts
Petty and Quarter Sessions were as a

result butpoorly patronized. Magistrates
and judges had little to do. Even the

police were lolling idly in their barracks.
Fairs and markets, wliieh were too often

ficencB (ti drunkenness, changed their as
pect also. Tliosc having business in such
places having transacted tlio same, re
turned fr)their homes. TJicre was a sol

emn awe over the community. Even such
anniversaries as the 12th of July under
went great changes. Instead of meeting
RH heretofore, in centres where there was
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frequently drinking, drumming and dam
ning and otker questionable practices,
tlxe brethren now assembled with Bibles
in their hands to hear a sermon. On

Tully Hill, in the neighbourhood of Portglenone, on one of these July anniver
saries, a large assemblage of Orangemen

was present to hear the late Mr. Adams

preach.

The meeting was greatly

solemnized as the preacher discoursed to
them from the words {Luke xix., 5)—
"Make haste and come down,for to-day
I must abide at thy house." At the close
of the sermon the brethren quietly dis

persed, many of them going elsewhere to
attend open-air meetings that had been
announced for the afternoon and evening

of that day. The effects of this great

religious awakening were seen also in the

several congregations of the neighbour
hood. The difficuR^ at the present time

is to get the pe(

inside the Church.

But at the time oi wliich we write the

difficulty was getting the people outside
when the regular service was ended.

There was a desire among all classes to
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hear more and more about the great
Salvation. The cry now is that the
sermons arc too long, but in the time of
the Revival the cry was that the sermons

were too short. Tlie anxious congre

gations would then have listened with
out betraying any symptoms of uneasi-

neHH, to services extending over the
greater part of a long summer day. Not
only was the attondance at churches
greatly increased, but those seeking
ftd mission to communion for the first
time were much in excess of what

HessionH had previously experienced. It
was no unusual thing to find a com

munion attendance increased by the
addition of two or tlireo Imndred, while

one-half of these would be composed of
communicants presenting themselves for
the first time. Some of the communi

cants seeking admission to the Lord's
taf>Io fr>r the first time wore upwards of
70, while others were not more than

10 years old. In 81 congregations in
C<». Antrim there was in one year an
addition to the Communion roll of 4,353.
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Some of the converts undoubtedly fell

away. Falling into the hands of evil
, counsellecs who persuaded them to break
connection with their Church,they easily
afterwards made shipwreck of their faith.
But the majority kept true to their

allegiance, and maintained a good pro
fession to the end.

Widely scattered

many of these converts afterwards were,
but still they carried with them to the
lands of their adoption the glad tidings
of Salvation. In the far-off colonies of
Australia, in the jungles of India, and on
the American prairies they maintained a

good profession before many witnesses.
Some of them to the present day from

the pulpits and platforms of America are
still telling the people of the Saviour they
found in the old country in the year of

the great Ulster Revival.
In closing what I have to say on

Ahoghill, anothr

mn frequently sung

there at the time

the Revival will bear

repetition. It is entitled—
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"WILL YOU GO «"

We're travelling home to Heaven above
Will you go ?

To aing the Saviour's dying love,
Will you go ^
^
Millions have reached that blessed shore
Where trials and labours all ai'e o'er,

But still there's room for millions more,
Will you go 1

We're going to walk the plains of light.
Will you go ?
Far ! far from deatli and curse and night

Will you go ?

'

The Crown of life wo then shall wear,

Tlio conquerors' jmims wo then shall boar,
And all the joy of Heaven share,
'
Will you go ?
We're going to hoc the blooding Lamb,
Will you go ?

With joyful songs to praise His name,
Will you go 1
Our sun will then no more go down,
Our moon no more will ho withdrawn,

Our days of mourning past and gone,
Will you go {

Tlie way to Heaven is straight and plain,
Will you go ?
Repent, believe, bo born again,
Will you go ?
The Saviour cries ahjud to thee,

Take up thy cross and follow Me,
And tliou shalt My salvation see,

Will you go 'i

;

OR THE REVIVAL MOVEMENT.

31

Oh ! could I hear some sinner say,

"I \vill go."
Oh ! could I hear him humbly pray,
"Make me go."
And all liis old comjjanions tell
I will not go with you to hell,
I long with Jesus Christ to dwell,

"Lot me go."
THE GRANGE.

The Grange, Co. Antrim, is near
Ahoghill, not far from Toonie Bridge.
There is in the district an Episcopal
Church, a Presbyterian Church, and a

small body of people claiming connec
tion with the Baptist communion. A
Roman Catholic Chapel is also in the
immediate vicinity. The population is
oonsequently mixed, religiously. Here
the Revival early manifested itself, and
frequently since '59 there have been
occasional religious upheavals. The

first great meeting hold here in '59
assembled at what

known as The

Grange Corner. Thu late Mr. James
Lea interested himself in securing the
attendance of some of the more promi
nent of the conveits. Long before the
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hoiir appointed for tlie commencement
of the services, the space assigned for the

meeting—"The Corner "—was densely

packed. Among the converts present
were

Jeremiah

MoNeely,

James

McQuilken, and Samuel Campbell. The
two former gave addresses, after which

Samuel Campbell began to pray. He
had scarcely commenced when a notice
able change passed over the great
audience.

There was fii-st a movement

among the people, then a cleavage—a
segregation—^then a breaking up among
them. Some fell to the ground crying
out bitterly about sin and salvation,
others began to pray, while numbers
entered the adjoining graveyard and,

falling down upon the grassy sward,
sobbed and wept all the time, calling
upon God to have mercy upon them
and

savo

their

souls.

While

Mr.

Campbell was Bubscqucntly speaking
from Isaiah Iv., 6-7, the people fell
before him on the ground like the yellow

grain before the scythe. In the con
fusion and excitement that ensued the
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leaders were perplexed as to wliat tliey
should do. The Eev. H. Stewart, the
minister of the Presbyterian Church at

Grange, invited some of the leaders of
the meeting down to his house that
they might deliberate over the matter.

When they afterwards returned they
found the church filled to overflowing.

Some were singing, others were praying,
while a Roman Catholic convert was

in the act of addressing the people.

The meeting was continued all through
the night, until daybreak, when the
people with reluctance separated in
order to go home. It was felt that the
power and presence of the spirit was

here, and many rejoiced spiritually
from this date.
LONGSTONE SCHOOL HOUSE.

The revival movement that evidenced

itself at Ahoghill hfu"- wide-reaching
effects. The popula
for miles
around the village was greatly impressed.
Nor was the interest confined to one
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class OP one creed, as both Church and
Chapel became concerned. School houses
were utilised for holding meetings, and
where they were not available granaries

and private houses were taken possession
of. In several townlands lying between
Ahoghill and the New Ferry ordinary
labour was temporarily suspended,
the entire community giving their time
up wholly to attendance upon religious
meetings. Many of the converts were
with difficulty persuaded to settle down
to the ordinary avocations of their life.

Several families, as a result, sufiered
greatly in their worldly circumstances.
In the townlands of Castletown and
ICilcurry tlie effects of the revival were
most marked. In what was known as

the Longstone school-house, meetings of
a remarkable character

were

held.

Speakers came from long distances, and

they were encouraged in their work by
a family then resident near the school

that of Mrs. Poyntz~in whose house

meetings were held continuously for
weeks.
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The first converts at Longstone were

Eliza Poyntz and Sarah^ M'Master.
The district was at the time thickly

populated by a Sabbath-keeping, Biblereading people, so that the meetings in
the school were well attended by both

young and old. Though the schoolroom
was a fairly capacious one, yet there
was

never sufficient accommodation

for all who sought admittance. The
place became a centre of more than
ordinary rehgious interest. Cases of
conversion were numerous, many of the
more godless and careless of the com

munity giving unmistakable evidences of
a spiritual change. Not a few Roman
Catholics attended the meetings, several
of them afterwards joining the com
munion of the Presbyterian Church.
In connection with these services several

young persons—boys and girls—came
imder religious impressions, many of
them afterwards taking part publicly in
the meetings. It was not an uncommon

thing to see a company of ■'"hese children
holding open air meetin
i their own
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account, where they publicly prayed
for blessings on each other. Prayer
meetings almost innumerable began to

be held in the neighbourhood of Longstone—meetings

of

which

the con

verts took the spiritual supervision.

The work was furthermore greatly en
couraged in the district by the fact
that the more respectable families gave
the movement their approval and
opened their doors and invited the
converts inside to hold meetings.
Services were consequently held in all
the principal houses in regular succession
on Sabbath evenings and at other

convenient times. In these meetings
young women engaged in prayer, while

the addresses were usually given by the
men. Several short

addresses

were

given at each meeting, while before
each address there was reading of the
Scriptures, praise and prayer. The
addresses were simple Gospel state

ments, the speakers declaring what

groat things God had done for their
souls. Many would be in tears during

t:-"-
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the continuance of the services. When

the meetings broke up the people sang
on their ways home. One of these

prayer meetings was continued in this

neighbourhood up to a recent date,
while those who stai-ted it were after
wards widely scattered. A feature
characteristic of the movement here was

the almost entire absence of those
violent physical prostrations so notice

able and so frequent elsewhere. Thei;e

was, it is true, an idea prevalent with
some that those who believed would see

signs, but such doctrines did not find
general acceptance among the people at

the Longstone. Some were prostrated,
but cases of deafness and blindness and
dumbness were unlmown. The move
ment created an unusual thirst tor tiie

reading of the Word of Grod some aged

illiterates after conversion learning to

read the Scriptures. The people now
set a higher value upon their Bibles
than they had ever done before. A
local minister stated that in no other

quarter of his congregation were so
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many requests presented to Fim for

copies of the Scriptures as at Longstone.
The Bible became the daily companion
of the people, many temporarily sus
pending their manual labours io the

fields in order to read portions of the

Word of God and to engage in prayer.

1 would be sadly remiss in writing these
memories were I to omit mentioning

the names of some of those more closely

identified with the gracious movement

in this district in '59. Few of them

alas! now remain. The majority are
taflen asleep.

The names are still

loudly cherished of Master Fullerton,
McCrea,

John

McCrca, Joseph Kenny, Mark Thompson,
Joseph McWhinney, Thomas Hill, Adam
Hill, and \Vm. J. Hill. One of these—
W, J. Hill—became a minister of the
Gospel afterwards in the States of
America. There he did a noble service

in several important spheres of labour,
successfully persuading many to embrace
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. In the

neighboiirliood at the time there were,
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furthermore, several experienced Chris
tians whose counsel was most helpful.

I need only mention the names of Vk illiam
McClure,JohnMcClure, John McMeekin,

Joseph

HiUis. W. James

HJUs,

Abraham McCluxe, Aichy JIcMeekm,
J. M. Chesney, James Craig, John

Magill, and Mrs. Hudson, who, by their
wise words, comforted many troubled
ones with the promises of that Gospel
in which they themselves were so deeply
and so lovingly interested. Eoi-tunate
were the people at that time in having

such experienced Christians residing
among them. As a result the com
munity was not broken up into ec
clesiastical fragments, as was the case

in many other localities. The effects of
their good offices are noticeable in the
district till the present day ; and the
sectarian bitterness that manifested

itself in many other localities at that
time never once appeared here. To say
that all the converts subsequently re
alized the expectations of their friends
would be to make a statement open to

memories of '59

criticism.

There are always 'tares

among the wheat. There was a d

among the twelve. But yet the great
majority of the converts here afterwards
walked m the ways of the Lord. The

entire neighbourhood was permanentlv

impressed for good ; and the effects of

the revival are to be seen at the present
day, where earnest Christian work is

still being carried on. The local Sabbath
school still exists, where devoted godly
teachers continue to interest themselves

m the young. The local public-house
has since disappeared, while the high
Christian tone of the neighbourhood is

tiaceable to the gracious movement
Oi

59.

NEW FERRY.

South West of this Longstone School-

house, and near to the New Ferry, is a
farmhouse, occupied in '59 by a respect

able family caUed Nelson. Here a most
interesting meeting was held on a certain
feabbath evening in the summer of '69.
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The meeting had been previously an
nounced at the Longstone, with the
result that people were in attendance
from great distances. Many classes were
represented—rich and poor, Presby
terian, Episcopalian and Roman Catho
lics. So great was the crowd there was

not accommodation inside the building
for one-fifth of those who were present.
It was evident from the first that the

atmosphere was charged with excite
ment, and scarcely had the religious
exercises commenced when the people
began, both inside and outside the biiilding, to cry out for the forgiveness of their
sins. Some told, in thrilling and broken

accents, their own experiences of saving

grace, while others extolled in joyful
accents the mercy that had snatched
them as brands from the burning. The
commotion created was intense—some

were crying, others were praying, others
were engaged in"comforting them which
were in any trouble by the comfort
wherewith they themselves were com

forted by God." The meeting finally
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resolved itself into one of continuous

prayer, the burden of the petitions being
confession of sins, with earnest pleadings

for mercy upon the suppliants as lost
sinners. It was only when far on in the
night that the people could be persuaded
to separate. On their way to their
respective homes the stillness of that

Sabbath night was broken by their
singing of praise to him who brought
them out of the horrible pit and the miry
clay, who set their feet upon a rock and
established their goings. In this neigh
bourhood the favourite hymn was—
"Tliere is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins ;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains."

This locality was, and still is, largely
Roman Catholic.

There were conse

quently, prior to the Revival,few persons
prepared to engage publicly in religious
exercises. Such work as visitation of
the sick was almost confined to ministers.

But since the Revival there has been no

deficit in the number of those pre-
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pared to engage in religious exercises.
The impetus given to religious matters at
the time referred to continues to be felt

to the present day. In a school-house
at the New Ferry—Culnafay—meetings
are still held for the preaching of the
word. Some years ago a continuous
round of services was held forsome weeks,

when several individuals professed to
have received blessings. The manager
of the local school, T. A. KeUy, Esq.,

encouraged those conducting these meet

ings by his presence and influence. This
centre is a most interesting one, and
some of the older inhabitants still

remember the days of the Revival, and
are still anxious to hear "the old, old

story of Jesus and His love."
BALLYMENA.

The Revival movement in Ballymena

first manifested itself in Sprin^well Street
The first converts were Hessie Herbeson

and Mary Beattie. It was the humbler
portion of the people that was first most
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affected here,—^the back streets and the

Janes being most moved. While many
of the residential inhabitants were after

wards spiritually influenced, yet the
movement spread more among the masses
than among the classes. In this possibly
was fulfilled the Scripture—" For ye see
your calling brethren how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble are called. But
God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise, and God

hath chosen the weak things of the world
to confound the things which are mighty,
and base things of the world and things
which are despised hath God chosen ;

yea, and things which are not to bring to
nought things that are, that no flesh
should glory in His presence." The
house in Springwell Street where this
spiritual movement first manifested itself
was quickly crowded by an excited

people. Inside several persons called out
lustily to their neighbours to come and
hear what God had done for their souls.
The windows were removed from the
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building so that those outside might hear
the prayers and praises which were
ofiered inside. Further down this street
was situated what was called Jackson's

Schoolroom, where meetings were now
commenced, the religious exercises con
sisting of reading the Scriptures, ex
position, praise and prayer. At the
commencement of the Revival,the matter

of praise in Ballymena was confined to
Psalms and Paraphrases. Of the Psalms
the 40th, 103rd and 116th were
favourites, while the paraphrases most

frequently sung were the 2nd, 45th, 54th,
61st and 64th. As the work progressed
so did the Psalmody. Hymns conse

quently began to be employed in the
praise service. One frequently sung
here was—

"The dying thief rejoiced to see,
That fountain in his day,

And there may I, tliough vile as he, •
Wash all my sins away."

Indiscriminate hymn singing is not
without danger, for whatever people

K
r

1^
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embody in their songs they will come
to embody in their practice.
The Revival in Ballymena, as in

Ahoghill and in Connor, was preceded by
united prayer. A number of young men
had been meeting weekly in the town
praying for an outpouring of the Spirit.
James McQuilken, who afterwards be

came one of the most prominent of the
Connor converts, was one of those who

joined in this prayer meeting. Others
who were connected with this meeting

were William Carlisle, James Compton
and William Boitrick. What specially
called public attention to the work, as
then witnessed in Ahoghill and Connor,
was a sermon preached by the late Rev.
S. J. Moore to his congregation in Bally
mena. He had been assisting his brother,
the late Rev. J. H. Moore, in Connor at

the spring communion. There Mr.
Moore was deeply impressed with what
he witnessed, and in his sermon on the

following Sabbath he told his congre
gation of the work of grace in Connor—

the deep solemnity that pervaded the
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people — and the holy atmosphere
breathed throughout the bounds of that
congregation. A spirit of expectancy,
not to say longing, was thus created for
a similar experience in Ballymena. From
closets, family altars, congregational
prayer-meetings, and pulpits earnest
prayers forthwith ascended for a baptism
of the Spirit! These prayers were not
unanswered, for the work of grace early
made its appearance in Ballymena. Some
people from the country were "struck
down" on the street.

Two females

found peace in believing, apart fixm any
physical prostration, and this created
much interest. Both had deep con
victions of the evil of sin, and their cry
for mercy and forgiveness soon gave way
to a song of praise for having experienced
redeeming grace. Crowds visited them,
anxious to hear this strange thing that
had come to pass. The movement
spread from street to street, and from

house to house. Meetings multiplied,
especially in the evenings when the work
of the day was over. The houses where

prm,
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the converts lived were always crowded.
In many cases such was the anxiety
evinced by the people that entrance to

and egress from the houses of the revived
frequently became impracticable. The
windows were often raised so that both
those inside and those outside could hear

the prayers, join in the praises and listen
to the addresses. So frequent was the
demand for services that regular weekly
prayer meetings were established in
Springwell Street, Fountain Place School
room., William Street, Broughshane
Street, Ballymoney Street, Galgorm
Road, Coach Entry, MiU Street Place,
Mill Street, Galgorm Street, Robert
Street, Brocklamount, Dunclug, Harryville Schoolroom, Meeting-House Lane,
Alexander

Street,

Bridewell

Street,

Bridge Street and Railway Street. Bistrict meetings were also held in the
neighbourhood, and the schoolrooms
were occupied on the first Sabbath
evening of each month by the ministers
of the town. A daily noon prayer

meeting was held in the Town Hall.
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Many interesting meetings were ad
dressed on Sabbath evenings in a field

opposite to Brookville Cottage on the
GalgormRoad. Here the Orangemen of
the

district

were

addressed

on

the

12th July. These meetings were all well
attended, and were presided over by a
minister. Meetings convened also in the
Presbyterian churches of the town,in the
Parochial Schoolroom, and in the Metho

dist Chapel,in all of which addresses were
delivered by the local clergy and some of
the more prominent converts. A gentle
man stillliving, Mr.Samuel Hood,informs

. me that he was in the habit of conducting
a prayer meeting in the Harryville
district of Ballymena in the year 1859.
From these meetings he often returned
home with much depression of spirit.
Some years ago a lady called upon him,
introduced herself, and afterwards- re

lated to him the following:—
"I was at one of your prayer-meetings
in Harryville 33 years ago. While you

were praying I was savingly converted.
I afterwards emigrated to America.
D
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There I entered upon Christian work.
I was singing one night in a church, and
the window being open, a sailor heard
me from the outside and received a

blessing. He afterwards came in to a
meeting with which I was connected
accompanied by eight other sailors
whom

he had

been

instrumental in

bringing to Jesus. There was joy in our
midst that evening." What great re
sults often flow from comparatively
small beginnings (Psalms cxxvi., 6).
The converts were invariably most
anxious to tell their neighbours of Him
whom their souls loved, the more in

telligent of them being encouraged to do
so.

At the cime, the Rev. S. J. Moore

was abundant in labours.

Previous to

1859 he had been in the habit of con

ducting open-air meetings in the summer
evenings at the corners of the streets.
He thus reached a non-church-gomg
class of the population that was then

engaging the attention of ministers.
These non-church-goers are still with
us, but they are not now,as then,confined
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to the humbler classes of the community.
A section of all classes has now respect

fully bowed itself out of the Church. It
is not to be wondered at. In the olden
times the doctrine enunciated was "come

to the Church in order to get a blessing";
but, latterly, some otherwise well-inten
tioned people have inculcated doctrines
that are tantamount to saying break
away from the Church if you want to get
a blessing." Such teaching is to be con
demned. A young lady who was a
regular church-goer said, in reply to the
inquiry "Are you a Christian ?" "No,

I havn't been at the tent yet." (There
had been a tent in the village.) Youth
should be taught that the aisles of the
Christian Church are the King's Highway
along which Christian pilgrims travel on
their journey homo. By his unwearied
efforts Mr. Moore roused up many among

the lapsed masses. He thus acquainted
himself with a section of the community
that sent for him in revival times when

they were in trouble about their souls.
Mr. Moore has been known to minister
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thjough the homes of the people all
night, only to find his way back to his
manse in the early hours of the morning.
The Synod of Ballymena and Coleraine
met that year in Cookstown. Mr. Moore

was Moderator, and as such preached
the sermon usual on such occasions, his
text being from Romans xi., 13~"I
magnify mine office." Before leaving
for

Cookstown

he

commissioned

his

Sabbath school Superintendent and
Teachers to be careful in their attention

to aU anxious ones during his absence.
His instructions in this matter were

loyally and lovingly carried out. Mr.
Moore had a peculiar experience in his
pastoral visitations at this period. "When
visiting his congregation the people
followed him through the streets from

house to house. "When forty or fifty
had thus assembled he publicly ad
dressed them. As a result,,he received

into Church fellowship upwards of 200

persons in six months. His test for
Church fellowship to these recently
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awakened ones was pointed.
questions usually asked were—

The

(1) Bo you know yourself to be a lost
sinner ?

(2) Do you know Christ to be an
Almighty Saviour ?
(3) Have you accepted Him as such ?
The unusual number of meetings that
were commenced in the town and neigh
bourhood made great demands upon the

time of the ministers. To help on the
work a"Believers' Fellowship Meeting"
was organised. It met weekly. Among
those who joined in this fellowship
meeting we note the following :—William
Erwin, James Compton, Christie Mont
gomery, James Beattie, Wm. J. Aicken,
Robert Esler, Robert McCrory, John
McIIvenna, Kyle McClean, W. McMullan,
W. English, J. McMullan, Johnnie
Hamill, H. Cooke, S. Lindsay, Johnston
Montgomery, William Bortrick, W.
Dempsey and James Montgomery. One

of these had previously passed tlirough
a strange experience. He had been in
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a public-house and called for some drink,

but while it was being procured for him
he was convicted of sin. Hastily leaving
the dramshop, he hurried home, where,
falling upon his knees, he besought the

Lord for mercy, and found peace in
believing. He proved himself after
wards a worthy disciple. The object of
this fellowship meeting was chiefly the
study of the scriptures, with frequent
prayer and spiritual converse. Appoint
ments to engage in Christian work were

also made at this fellowship meeting.
These appointments were apostolic, as
the workers were sent forth"by two and
two." Weekly classes were also held
^ teach the illiterate to read, and to
instruct them in Gospel truth. These

C^istian workers in the Sabbath School,
Bible Classes and Prayer Meetings were
drawn from all grades of society. Of
these workers few now remain. Of those

that do, some are in the mission field,
while others are ministers in the home
churches. One of them — Johnston

Montgomery—is still doing good service
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as a Belfast Town Missionary. Another
—the Rev. Samuel Lindsay—is enjoying
a well-merited rest after a hard day's
work in Eastern climes. That the effects

of the Revival in Ballymena and the

neighbourhood were most marked, is
universally admitted. Whisky-drinking
declined, and cases of intemperance were

rarely seen upon the streets. The sing
ing of comic songs in public was dis
continued.

The deportment of the

people underwent a noticeable change.
Irreverance gave place to respect and
veneration. Some of the Ballymena

converts, it is true, fell away, but a

majority held out to the end. I have

been brought into contact with many of
the humbler classes of the Revivalists in

their closing days. As the Presbyterian
Chaplain in our local workhouse,I was
favourably circumstanced for observing
them. There many of them continued

to witness a good confession. Though
poor in the things of this life, they were

rich in faith, giving glory to God. I have
listened with interest to their story oi
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the good old days of'59, and as the head
lands of time sank out of sight, I have
seen them close their eyes rejoicing in
Him whom,having not seen, they loved.
While there was much, no doubt, about
'59 to be condemned, there was still more

to be commended. My great regret as I
look back is to think that it acted so

much as a separator among brethren.
The misdirected zeal of some enthusiasts
did not, in the end, contribute much to

the furtherance of the work, while the

strenuous efiorts put forth to express the
varied experiences of converts by hymn
singing imported frequently an unscriptural element into the movement that it
would have been better without. When

young converts began to sing, as a justifi
cation for wrong-doing,"Free from the

la,w, 0 happy condition," it was not
difficult to forecast the future practice of
such converts. Many doctrinal errors of

'59, and of more recent days, are trace
able to the teaching embodied in unscriptural hymns. AVhen men, as is

often done, undertake to prove their
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principles and practices by quotations
irom a hymn-book they are surely shding

upon very thin ice. This was done in
'59 ; often subsequently. But with ^all
its extravagances the awakening of 59
was a blessing to Ballymena. It came
down from God out of Heaven. Such
Revivals always are blessings, and we

should get all our Revivals down instead
of getting them up. "Revive Thy work,
O Lord ! Revive us again that Thy
people may rejoice in Thee." But to say
that there is no other way to Heaven than

by the pathway of a '59 Revival is to
speak unadvisedly with our lips. Many,

possibly, imagine that they are not, and

eannot be, on the pathway to glory
because they have never been spiritually

the subjects of overwhelming grief and
terror—never had the religious experi

ences of the '69 revivalists, or those of

modern evangehsts. A longing ^er

such experiences may spring from
wrong motives and in the end be only
an effort at substituting our feehngs
for the work of Clirist. I do not wish

I
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aspersions on the experiences

01 those who have been subjected to
deep and sorrowful convictions in

connection with the forgiveness of
their sins. By no means. An eminent

writer upon this point says:—"God
has led some hard by the clouds,
dpkness, thunders, the awful words of
bmai, almost by the very brink of the
urning pit. But let no man covet such,
a road to Glory. Let no man think he
has mistaken the road because he has not
witnessed these dreadful scenes on the

way.^ All must pass by both Mount

^nai and Mount Calvary on the way to
Heaven, but the view is neither so clear
nor so impressive of either of them to
some as to others."

. The right time to enter the kingdom
13 in youth. Those who come in late in

Ule have much to forget, and still more
to sorrow over. The early seekers fare

best. "Seek ye first the kingdom of
God"(Matt, vi., 33),

®
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BROUGHSHANE.

Signs of a work of grace early manL
themselves in and around
Broughshane. The- people of the

fested

district were familiar with their Bibles.
Under the ministrations of Dr. Stewart
and the Rev. A.Robinson,they had heen
fed with the finest of the wheat. To

such people it was only natural l^hat the

Scripture should be fulfilled

The

secret of the Lord is with them that fear

Him, and He will show them His
covenant." The Broughshane Presby
terian congregation, always
became more than ever so. On tne
Sabbaths of the year '59 many were
unable to gain an entrance into tne
church building at the stated service.
Overflow meetings were held theretore

in the adjoining cemetery. In con
nection with the Sabbath School there
were 1,400 young people, besides a

large Bible Class, that had as i^s text
books, the Bible, the Catechism, and tne

Confession of Faith. A hearer m o

'-
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me that being obliged to leave the
Church one day before the conclusion of

the service, she had the greatest diffi

culty in pushing her way through the
people who thronged the aisles and were

around the door and in the cemetery

ad]oimng the church. Some were sing

ing while others were crying to God for
mercy When she reached the street

she entered a house and found the entire

iamiiy upon their knees, a young member
ct the household leading in the devo
tional exercises. An expression com
mon m Broughshane at the time to

express^the spiritual change experienced
as.

They had got the revival."

A young person belonging to the home
referred to, who had been at service
came to visit her sister, and when she

entered the old home and found her
sister on her knees, she inquired
u

®
sot and
the revival
?"
yes, replied
Mary,
she again

dropped down upon her knees and be-

sought the Lord fervently to have mercy

upon her unsaved sister. The prayer

:
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was not unanswered. The prayer of
faith never is. But to return to Broughshane congregation. So greatly did the
audiences increase that the question.
How shaU we accommodate the people ?

began to press itself to the front as a
question demanding solution. Some
were for enlarging the old buildmg,
others for erecting a new and larger
structure elsewhere, whUe not a tew
moved in the direction of providing a
new church separate and distmct trom
the old building. And this course was

finally adopted. The Rev. S. J. Moore,
Ballymena, attended in Broughshane
one Sabbath day about this time m

order to make helpful suggestions to the

people. They were somewhat reluctant
to listen to him, as his ideas were not ]ust
theirs, with reference to the erection or
a new building. They finally, however,
decided on erecting a new church tor the

surplus Presbyterians of Broughshane.
Many joined heartily in the
taking, among others James
'
Patrick, David Wilson, Joseph iVirn-

'
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^trick, Jokn Gardiner and James
Humphrey. These are all now deceased,
but the second Presbyterian Church,
Broughshane,remains as a monument to

their zeal and perseverance in the year
of the great revival. There was preach

ing at first only in the evenings in the
^ew Church after its erection, but when
the seats and other requisites had been

provided it was duly organized as a
regular charge by the Ballymena Presby
tery. There

have since

been

five

niinisters in the place, Revs. Fleming
fetewart, William Stewart, John Greer,
ohn Lyle, and the present minister,
Hev. J. Gibson, who, since his settlement
here has greatly consolidated the con
gregation and consideraby added to the

yalue of the congregational property,

-this church and congregation are thus
the fruits of the Revival. The same is
the West Church, Ballymena.
What Mr. Moore intended as a motto

for West Church would be equally
suitable for that of Second Broughshane.

The motto was:—"If you wish a

7^^-
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monument of tEe Ulster Revival look
around." These two churches stand

to-day as monuments of the great
religious awakening in this neighbour
hood in '59.
"God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform ;
He plants His footsteps on the sea,
And rides upon the storm."
In

connection

with

the

revival

Broughshane, some of the

at

converts

urged the doctrine of immersion with
much persistency.
Untold mischief
would have been wrought but for the

preaching and the teaching of the
Master in Israel, who then occupied the

pulpit of the first charge—the Rev.
A. Robinson.

With

his

accustomed

ability he scriptuxally guided the people ;
fearlessly and uncompromisingly he
defended the teaching of the Pauline

epistles upon the subject. His efforts
in these respects were loyally seconded
by the Christian public of his own and

neighbouring

congregations.

however, some

otherwise

While,
estimable
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brethren separated themselves—wenh
away and walked no more with their
Presbyterian brethren—still the con
verts generally remained steadfast in
the faith, and in after years carried on

the good work when the excitement of
the Revival had subsided.
r

The names

of "VVm. R. Thompson, Ballycloughan,
and his brother James, of The Eglish,
with that of Thomas Ross, Cairncoagh,
may be mentioned as some of those who

prosecuted the good work in the district
energetically to the close of their lives.
The religious experience of the abovenamed W.R. Thompson was remarkable.

He had been under conviction during
eighteen months—a period extending
over portions of the years 1860 and 1861,
his distress being acute. He afterwards
said that his experience in suffering at
this time resembled that of Bunyan.

He could find no rest. Satan, according
to his own account of the matter, made
wicked suggestions to him which he
mistook for the Divine voice that he

was desirous of obeying. He thought

OK THE REVIVAL MO"S^EMENT.

65

that Satan spoke audibly to him.
Gradually he began to lose all interest
in worldly things. His brother James,
when referring to this period subse
quently, was in the habit of saying,

"William Robert was eighteen months
at college with the Lord." Of this
period in his life AVilliam Robert was
not afterwards anxious to speak. He,
however, occasionally referred to it as
"the

time

when

I

was in

trouble."

It was a period in his history he seem
ingly did not care to refer to, nor was
he at all anxious that the Lord should

reveal himself to others precisely as he
had revealed Himself to him.

He took

great delight in reading and singing the
Fortieth Psalm. Indeed, he was partial
to the Psalms generally, and often
observed that when he could get God's
Word to sing he never.sang anything
else ! At family worship he sang the
entire Book of Psalms tlirough several
times. During the months of his

anxiety, trouble concerning his spiritual
state compassed him about. Sins of
E

t
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both omission and commission took
fearful hold on him. He had accord

ingly a deep sense of his own unworthiness. Describing this period to mo
afterwards, he said, "I could see
notlung but an angry God and a coming

i

Judgment." He was not far from
despair when the Lord seasonably inter
posed, and turned his sorrow into joy.
"I had many and varied comforters,"

he would say, "but they all failed to
ease my troubled -heart." Several
Roman Catholics suggested sending for

the priest, while others thought the
medical doctor could give relief. The
words that approached nearest to giving
him comfort were \ittered by a poor old
beggar woman who called one day, and
hearing him speak of his spiritual
distress, said, "Aye, man, He is alto
gether lovely." This utterance seemed
to lift a burden from his soul. It was

the beginning of the end of his distress.

He still, however, continued reading and
praying. These exercises were con
tinued in his closet, in his outhouses.
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in h.is garden, and by tbe hedges. His
servants and neighbours were much
interested in him, and many of them

began to fear for his ultimate recovery.
But help came at last, and that, too,
through the channel of God's appointed
means of grace—the reading of the Word.
Through the Word God revealed to him
His goodness and grace, bringing him
into the spiritual Zion, where he ever
afterwards rejoiced in Him "whom

having not seen he loved." The portion
of Scripture that contributed most to
his peace of mind was Isaiah xxviii., 16:
"Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation
a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone, a sure foundation; he that
believeth

shall

not

make

haste."

Through the reading of these words he
obtained a revelation of God's mercy in

Clixist, and he ever afterwards rejoiced

in nothing but in God "to the praise of
the glory of His Grace, who made him
accepted in the Beloved." In writing as

I have been doing, I am not to be under
stood as saying that prior to these
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months of deep conviction W. R*
Thompson had no spiritual life. Tins
"time of trouble"to which he so often

referred was really to him a time of
revival—a period more of the enlarge

ment and deepening of his soul-Hf©
than of its origination and commence
ment. What really took place was
this: The Lord by a special outpouring
of His Spirit upon him, fitted him for
the work He intended him to do after

wards in and around Ballycloughan.
The fires of his soul had been previously
smouldering—they were not out. This
baptism made them flame up brightly.
This preparation was accomplished by
-bringing him under deep convictions
concerning the sinfulness of sin—personal
responsibility—the woe attaching to
those who despise an offered Saviour—

a coming judgment—Eternity! This
often happens with Christians. Our
Lord said to Simon (Luke xxii., 32),
"When thou art converted strengthen

thy brethren." The seeds of grace may
remain for a length of time semi-dormant
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sown in the

fields.
It is only after they are
watered by copions showers from on

high and warmed by the sunshine of
Heaven that they germinate—first the
blade, then the ear, then
corn in the ear.

Such

the full

was the case

with W. R. Thompson. His days of
trouble were days of preparation. His
sorrow was latent joy, and in this way
he was fitted as a chosen vessel for the

Master's use.

When fully equipped he

went forth as a herald of the Cross

beseeching men unceasingly to be recon
ciled to God. His brother James had
been also favoured with fresh revelations

of God's mercy.
Being somewhat
similarly dealt with by God's grace the
two brothers entered on a course of

Christian work which they zealously

prosecuted during their lifetime, the
fruits of which are seen to the present

day in the neighbourhood where they
resided. In this work they were ably
and lovingly seconded by the late
Thomas Ross, Nat. Gordon, T. Gardner,
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A. Thompson, and Mat. Kyle. At the
Eglish, William Robert and his brother
James erected a schoolroom, where

meetings were statedly held. A Sabbath
school was also organised where every
Lord's Day Morning the little ones were
instructed in things concerning the
Kingdom. The meetings that W. R.
Thompson, in company with his brother
James and these other earnest men of

the

district,

conducted

from

that

memorable year of grace until the period
of

his death

were

numerous.

He

journeyed far and near when requested
to do so, "to tell," as he expressed it,
"the lost-sinner of the lost sinner's
Saviour." He never wearied and was

always in the spirit and often in the
practice of prayer. He organised a
stated weekly Wednesday evening prayer
meeting in '59, that went round a
circuit of houses in the townlands of

Eglish, Ballycloughan, and Knockboy.
This prayer meeting is still in existence.
But to return to Broughshane. The
outbreak of the Revivalthere was sudden.
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At the time there was a spinning mill

near the village that afforded employ

ment to the young people of the district.

Owing to the Revived this mill had to be
closed for several days! Such a state
of- matters had never before been seen

111 the neighbourhood. Open air meet
ings increased daily. The praise service
consisted generally in the singing of
Psalms, the choir master on many an

occasion being Mr. William Russell.

The meetings,in the absence of Ministers,
were addressed by young converts,some
of them local, while others came from
a distance—seven or eight, even ten or

eleven, addresses would be delivered at
one meeting. Open air services w^ere a
feature of the work at Broughshane.
One of them held in the Quarry on the
Kirldnriola side of Broughshane was

interrupted by a thunderstorm, attended
by flashes of lightning. So unexpected
was the cloudburst, accompanied as it
was with darkness, that many fell

prostrate on the ground, believing that
the end of the world had come. The
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late Dr. Robinson, who was the preacher,
calmed their fears and comforted thcra

with the consolations of the Gospel.

Here as elsewhere many professed to
have received visions which were ac
companied with dumbness and deafness.

The impression upon many minds was

that signs would follow them that
believe. On one occasion Dr. Robinson
was called to visit a person who had
not spoken for days. On his arrival

she immediately rose and welcomed him
into her house. We need not limit the

Almighty in his operations—if making
people dumb is really His work. His
grace gives different experiences to
different individuals. The converts of

the revival were perhaps too prone to
condemn all who did not pass through
the harrowing experiences they had
passed through themselves. There are

still many who act similarly. Paul and
Lydia and Timothy had each a different
religious experience. Men should not
make their experience into a Saviour,
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CULLYBACKEY.

The village of Cullybackey, North of
Ahoghill, also became religiously im
pressed in'59, None who were present wm
ever forget a meeting held there in the
interest of the children in AVood's Green

in that memorable year. It was custo
mary at this period to have anniversary

sermons preached to the Sabbath School
children belonging to a district. This
custom prevailed in Ahoghill and also in

Cullybackey up to a very recent^ da*^.
These services were usually held in the
open air. At one of these gatherings of

the Cullybackey Union, held in what
was known as AVood's Green, Cully

backey, in this year, the attendance was

unusually large and interesting. The
late Rev. Dr. Hanna, Belfast, was the

preacher. The field was simply crowded

with children, parents, teachers and

strangers from a distance. Earnestness

was pictured on every countenance. At
one period in the day's proceedings
nothing could be heard but the cry ot
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the prostrate ones bemoaning their con
dition. In one place were to be seen
converts ministering comfort to weeping

penitents, while in another quarter were

heard the voices of others beseeching

sinners to repent and be converted, that
their sins might be blotted out. The
scene was truly Pentecostal, At this
period the Rev. J. G. McVicker was the

minister of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church, Cullybackey, and his statements

from the pulpit and elsewhere began to

create more than ordinary interest
amongst not only the members of his

own congregation, but amongst those
also of neighbouring churches. Such

was his extreme earnestness on one

Sabbath, while in the pulpit, that a
venerable and respected elder, Mr. Close,
who was present, counselled Mr.
McVicker to calmness and moderation.
The truth is, Mr. McVicker had been

assisting a Mr. Close at Loughmorne in
dispensing the Communion, and in the

course of his address Mr. Close quoted
Col. i., 19, referring specially to the
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fulness in Christ. It ppved word of
quickening to Mr. McVicker. When he
returned home he said he had received

a fresh baptism of the Spirit. In con

nection with this baptism he afterw^ds
made some remarkable statements. One
was that the devil had appeared to him
and told him that he, Mr. McVicker, was

the same age that the Saviour was when
he began to preach, and that he should
so out and proclaim himself a saviour

and preach also. On another occasion
when giving an address in the open air
he said he could tell infallibly ninetynine out of every hundred who were
Christians. An old woman who was

present audibly contradicted the state
ment. The first peculiar doctrine ne

embraced was that of Millinarianism.

Having at this period had occasion to
address a meeting at the Grange Corner,

he employed strong language in denun
ciation of the Baptist doctrine witn
reference to infant baptism, with ®
result that the Grange Baptists after
wards sent a deputation to him to conier

MEHORIES OF '59

Eim over the matter. The deputa. succeeded

in

converting

Mr.

McA^'icker to the Baptist position.

:^orthwith he became the Apostle of
immersionism. Having been immersed

himself, he came into Ballymena and

organised a Baptist Church, where he

laboured only for a short time. Many
oi the young converts who embraced his
principles were publicly immersed by
hitu in the Maine River at Low Park.
proceeding on the part of Mr.

McVicker was a source of annoyance to
the church-going people of the neigh
bourhood, and especially to the Cove
nanting section, who are distinguished
among their brethren for their profession

of adherence to the good old scriptural
principles of Presbyterianism. His Pres
bytery, therefore, were obliged to take
the matter into consideration. They
came to the finding that Mr. McVicker

had left the principles of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church, and that, there
fore, his congregation was vacant. In a

book of poems that has been published
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in recent years by three Cullybackey
brothers—Patrick, Samuel and Thomas

Given—brothers who, by their literary

labours, have thrown a lustre, over the

village by the banks of the Maine.—^In
this volume, ably edited by the late
Rev. Dr. Buick, there is a poem that
throws light upon the subject now under
consideration. It is satirical, no doubt,

but satire is legitimate. Elijah satirised

the priests of Baal. I shall be pardoned
for transcribing the following lines as
illustrative of the gospel that, in many

quarters, began now to be preached:—
"Pilgrhn through this vale below,
World of sadness, world of woe.
E'er to Heaven's court you go,

You must be dipt, you must be dipt.
Ho! ye Presbyterians all,
Ye whose tree has grown so tall.
Guard the root or it may fall—

You must be dipt, you must be dipt.

Preaching anything but Christ and
Him crucified is to provoke the people
to cry, "They have taken away my

Lord, and I know not where they have
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But while Mr. McVicker for

a time irritated the people by his
vehement language, yet he never lost his
position among them as that of a man
of high Christian character. His subse
quent career, it is true, was not the
course usually pursued by men trained
for the ministry of the Presbyterian
Church. Still, Mr. McVicker was a most
estimable man—an earnest, devoted and

successful preacher of the Gospel who,
throughout the United Kingdom, up to
the period of his death, was abundant in
labours in the cause of Christ.

He was

great as a preacher in the sphere in which
he moved. He might have been still
greater and more influential had he made
fewer ecclesiastical changes during his
lifetime. Nevertheless he could always
command an audience in this neighbour
hood to his latest day, his ministerial

training exalting him greatly among his
brethren.

When his death

was an

nounced, some years ago, general regret
was expressed, and in no quarter more
sympathetically than in Ballymena and
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Cullybackey. Here lie frequently gave
addresses, and his old friends were

always glad to see him. He now rests
from his labours.
Now the labourer's task is o'er,

Now the battle day is past,

Now upon the farther shore
Lands the voyager at last.
TEESHAN.

In speaking of the Revival movement
in and around Ballymena,I have not as

yet referred to the work in the Teeshan
district. Teeshan is situated some two
and a half miles north of Ballymena,

and in '69 it was thickly populated by
a Church-going people. The residents
there were and still are an industrious

people, who believe in the Bible, the
Sabbath, the Church, arid all the other
ordinances of evangelical religion.
Prayer meetings were commenced in 59
in and around what was known as

Loughridge's Mill. The mill itself be
came the scene of many a prolonged and
earnest meeting. Among those who
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identified themselves most closely with
the movement were A. Herbison and

Robert Hunter. The meetings were well
attended and many of those present
came long distances, from Ahoghill,from
Connor, and from the Grange Corner.
At a meeting held at the mill one
afternoon upwards of one hundred
persons were lying prostrate on the

ground at one time crying to God to
have mercy upon their souls. Some of

these Teeshan meetings were unduly
prolonged, many of them continuing
till twelve o'clock at night, some of them

till one or two o'clock the following
morning. In a field near the Mill,
where there was a hollow called The

Hole, numerous meetings were held,
where many professed to have received
blessings. Several aged females in the
district manifested unusual interest in

the movement. They would sit whole
days together talking about Jesus and
His love. Their husbands were fre

quently obliged to come for them, and by
persuasion induce them to come home or

^ jiiiPVHPiqMygVRlR^IPiiU'
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they would "die of hunger." Their
invariable reply was "The Lord will

provide." Some remarkable cases of
those who professed to have seen visions
occurred here.

Several of the converts

were speechless for days. A member of
the Covenanting Church declared she
had had a vision and she affirmed that

the occupants of. the blessed abode
belonged largely to her faith. She
could not be persuaded but that heaven
was an exclusive preserve for her de
nomination. An aged female in Teeshan
shut herself up in a room of her house for
days and would not permit any one to
enter. She finally came out again,
declaring that she had vanquished Satan,
and for the remainder of her life she

manifested the deepest interest not only
in the welfare of her own soul, but also
in the welfare of the souls of others.

In the course of this great awaken
ing some strange incidents happened,
not only in Teeshan but elsewhere. In
the district between Ahoghill and Randalstown, Clohogue, a large meeting was
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being addressed at what was known as
Hill Smyth's Corner. The place was
favourably circumstanced for meetings.
On the occasion referred to,the person
addressing it, a Mr. Train,from England,

while in the act of speaking, suddenly
stopped and said,"I must conclude, for

The Spirit has left me. An evil disposed
young man present has taken Him from

me." Suiting the action to the word he

did stop, and such was the impression
produced that the large assemblage
separated. There were others of the

converts who insisted upon saying that
they frequently heard beautiful music

in the air both by day and by night.
Some

even entered

the

realm

of

prophecy, stating that on a certain day
they would become dumb, and then on

a certain day that they would again
acquire their speech. These state
ments, it is said, were all afterwards

verified. There were others who, when

they recovered from their dumbness,
asserted that the promise recorded in

Rev. ii., 17, had been fulfilled to them.

OR THE REVIVAL MOVEMENT.

83

and that they had "received a white
stone, and in the stone a new name."

Many of the converts professed to have
received visions. Some went the length

of asserting that the Saviour's name and
the sign of the cross had appeared on the
body of several of those who had come
under the influence of the revival. In
one well-authenticated instance in the

Teeshan district an aged woman was in
a trance, a temporary collapse, for three
days. When she awoke to consciousnes

she professed to have had revelations of
the future. Physical prostrations wore

frequent. At the time there was unusual
excitement. Those with a weak, nervous

system were consequently readily pros
trated,

As to the visions with which

some of the converts professed to
have been favoured they would not
appear to me to be necessary parts

of a work of grace. They were physical
adjuncts. Where a revival is in opera

tion the devil is always busy. His
object is to interrupt and confuse. He
was busy in '59 and, by wicked sugges'i;;

J
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tions, disturbed tbe faith of some and
saddened and depressed others. If it
were possible to have it so,revivals would

be better without physical prostrations.
Where they were present in '59, which
was not infrequently, those prostrated
often manifested a vehement desire to

pray, the prayer generally finding ex
pression in such sentences as "Have
mercy upon me, dear Jesus, a poor lost
sinner."

It may be mentioned about Teeshan,
as a fact worthy of remembrance, that
the Prayer meeting commenced there in

'59 continues in existence to the present
day. Of few districts can the same be

said. It is true also of Ballycloghan,
Broughshane, where they hold an annual
meeting memorial of '59. These two

districts—Teeshan and Ballycloghan—

.resemble each other in many particulars.
In both districts they believe in the
same old Bible—the same old Confession
of Faith and Catechisms, and the same

old Psalmody. This is encouraging to
those who believe that the old machinery
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employed by our fathers in the worship
of the Church is still amply sufficient to
meet the requirements of the present

day. The cry we often hear nowadays
is—" bring the Church up-to-date—

galvanize her into life by modern in
ventions—shorten the service—make the

Church more institutional—say as little

as possible about sin, cross-bearing,
crucifying the flesh and self-denial—act
thus and success is assured and results
will be marvellous!" But it wasn't

human inventions that produced the
Revival.

A Church that cannot live

without a continuous round of fireworks
deserves to die. Instead of the world

moulding the Church the Church should
mould the world. She should be the

only magnet of attraction. The Teeshan
people have moved along the old lines.
And successfully, too ! Only a few years

ago the present leaders of the work there
—James Gaston, Matthew Herbison,

James Lament,William Hayes and Joseph

Kenny—with commendable zeal and
generosity erected a hall at a cost of £75,
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inside which they hold their stated
meetings. The people are still dominated
by the old spirit of '59. The workman
dies but the work still goes on, and as a.

result this neighbourhood gives unmis
takable evidence of growth in grace.
whiteside's corner.

In this locality, in the Townland nf
Procless, near Randalstown, there were
many prolonged meetings held in '59.
Great interest was awakened. The local
persons interested in them were Messrs.

Letson, Carson, Boyd, Shaw, Campbell
and Craig. The speakers came from

Various q^uarters, and the meetings were
usually conducted in the open air. Con
currently with those meetings that were
held at Whiteside's Corner, others were
held at the Straid, where James Wilson,
John Clarke and James Barr were

energetic. A Mr. Train frequently ad
dressed meetings there and at Hill

Smyth s Corner. Several meetings were
held at Whiteside's Corner that were ad-
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dressed by Jeremiab McNeely and James
McQuilken. One of these addressed by
James McQuilken is still remembered.
It was in the open air and a large audi
ence had assembled. His subject was

Luke iv., 18—" The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me because he hath anointed me to
preach the Gospel to the poor ; he hath
sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to
preach deliverance to the captives, the

recovery of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty them that are bruised. To preach
the acceptable year of the Lord. Arid
he closed the book and he gave it again

to the minister and sat down. And the

eyes of all them that were in the Syna
gogue were fastened on him. And he
began to say unto them, this day^is this
Scripture fulfiUed in your ears. His
words were "in demonstration of the

Spirit and of power." James Logan,
who survives as one of those present on

this occasion, still speaks enthusiastically

concerning it. He says he stUl thinks
he hears the words repeated

this day

is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears."
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All present were deeply impressed. They
had a sense of the nearness of God, and
many cried out for forgiveness, and
bewailed their lost and ruined condition.

The district at the time contained many
saintly Christians, who helped by their
counsel to instruct the ignorant, to
reclaim the erring and to edify the saint
They have not yet forgotten '59 at the

Whiteside s Corner and the Straid. They
are still rejoicing that God set their feet

upon a rock and established their goings,
RESULTS.

What have been the permanent results

of this Revival ? These it might be
difficult to state with anything approach
ing exactness. It; would have been still

more difficult to do so fifty years ago
We can judge of the dimensions of a
mountain better when we are removed

a distance from it; and we are to-day
more favourably

cii-cumstanced

to

estimate the worth of this great religious
movement than were our fathers who
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mixed and moved in it some fifty yeaTS
ago*

The Ulster Revival infused into the

people a spirit of prayerfulness. Prior
to this period few persons were prepared
to engage publicly in religious exercises.
Since that period things have completely
changed. There are few districts here
now in which there are not found many

prepared to engage publicly in religious
exercises. Sabbath schools at one time
were hnown to meet and separate

without any public prayer or praise.
But that is now a thing of the past.

This spirit of prayerfulness is to be
encouraged. It is better to be the
occasion of making one man pray than
two men preach. An American minister
stated recently in Scotland that his
Church was never opened that the
people did not receive blessings. The

explanation, he said, was not that he
preached better than his neighbour, but
it was owing to the fact that his people
were a praying people. And a praying

people is better than a frivolous, worldly-

.^ V y sJVj
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minded, aesthetical people. No "Dead
March in Saul" will ever need to be

played over a congregation that besiegeth the veiled throne of the eternal
with ceaseless importunity. Peden said

truly that praying people get through
the storm.

The Revival also increased the
number of Christian workers. Before
the period of the Ulster Revival there
were few active Christian workers in
many districts. But the Revival in
creased the number of workers—workers

who went forth organizing Sabbath
schools and visiting the sick. It was
not that there were no

Christians

previously in the community. There

were Christians but not working
Christians. A telescope may, by the
displacement of its lenses, become use

less. Rectify the lenses and the power
of seeing is recovered. The Revival
rectified the spiritual visions of the
people. A godly succession in this
Christian priesthood of workers has con
tinued to the present day. In Revival
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times Christian work was not confined

to any one age, for often young boys
and young girls without any hesitancy
entered the lists of workers—rose, or

rather knelt, before the largest audiences

to offer up prayer for blessings upon the
people. Sabbath school scholars re
turned to their homes to tell their

parents and younger brothers and
sisters of the Saviour they had found.
Whole classes were often in tears as

their teachers discoursed to them about

the love of Him who gave His life a
ransom for many. The aged often came
to the Sabbath school to be taught to
read the Scriptures that spoke about
Him whom their souls loved. Would
that we had both the cradle and
the crutch in the Sabbath school in

the present day. The Parishes of
Drummaul and Ahoghill and Connor
furnished many workers for the Lord's
Vineyard in this memorable 5'ear.
Prayer meetings were commenced every
where, and in some private houses a
continuous service of praise and prayer
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was kept up for days. In one house
of which I have heard, services were

held continuously for weeks," when con
verts from long distances came to tell

those assembled about the great Sal
vation. Frequent meetings were held
m the National schoolhouses of Ballymontna, Caddy, Straid, Terrygowan
Longstone, Galgorm, Glenhue—meetings
many of which were, perhaps, not
conducted with as much wisdom as
if they were to be held now, but
yet good, I am sure, resulted from

them all.

Strange times produce

strange circumstances,-and this was so
m the days of the Revival, Thunder

storms do good, but they inflict iniury
also. It IS always difficult to control
people, but specially so when they are
moved rehgiously. Many consequently
during the Reyiyal said and did strange
female called Gray, at

vyhiteside s Corner—a convert— pre

dicted that she would be dumb for 10

days, and so it came to pass. One good

result, however, was that conversation
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upon religious topics was frequent
everywhere—on steamboat, by rail, in
the market-place, travelling by the road
—^the one absorbing topic everywhere
was God's gracious work among the

people. Many for a time "were unable
to attend to their ordinary avocations.
Those resident in the Parishes of Drum-

maul and Ahoghill became wholly
oblivious about their worldly concerns.
Some of the converts exercised their

gifts as evangelists among their neigh
bours, while not a few of them travelled

in England and in Scotland and there
told the people what God was doing in
Ireland. Some of them at the present

day are still exercising their gifts in the
interests of the Kingdom. We need not
ask, "What shall the harvest be ?"
" My word shall not return unto me
void; it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it."

"Long, long afterward in tlie oak,
I found the arrow still unbroke.

And the song from beginning to end,

I foimd again in the heart of a friend."

TT .•
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The Revival elevated the moral tone of

the district. Quarrels now among neigh
bours are by no means frequent, while
contentions among Church members are
of still rarer occurrence.
Church

Sessions some fifty years ago had a busy
time with cases of discipline, when
ministers, elders and Church members
were frequently disciplined for the sin of
intemperance. The Church wasn't as

much _ afraid of drink then as she

now is.
On thanksgiving Monday
wine was freely partaken of by the
office-bearers. That practice has long
since been discontinued.
Statistics
may declare that the Drink Bill is as

high as ever. That may bo so, but it is
a minority of the people that is now
drinking, and that minority is not to
any appreciable extent made up of
Church members. If I were asked to
point to a drinking minister or a drinkin^
elder I would be at a loss to know in
what direction to point. The Revival
bathed this neighbourhood in a

spiritually protective atmosphere that

I
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has never been removed. It is said that

among the many forms of insect life
there is a little creature known to

naturalists that can gather around it
such a sufficiency of atmosphere that it
can descend when so clothed into the

dirtiest pool. The little diver can be
afterwards seen moving about dry and

happy. It has its crystal vesture on,
and can act regardless of the stagnant

pool. A Revival is such a vesture to a
community. Wherever it takes place
it gives a tone to the neighbourhood.
"Hands off"is its voice to all forms of

vice. It uplifts Christian thought and
evangelicalsympathy. Other movements
started here under what appeared to be
favoua'able auspices, and after a trial
subsided, but the mighty influence of

the '59 Revival is still felt. In my
pastoral visitation I meet it again and
again. The charge has been frequently
made against us as a people in this
district that we are unusuallysympathetic
with every kind of evangelistic work.
The charge may be admitted. We
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welcome into out midst everyone"that
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth
peace,that bringeth good tidings of good,
that pnblisheth salvation that saith unto

Zion thy God reigneth." Why should
it be otherwise ? May there always be
an open door in this district for him who

says—" Behold the Lamb of God, that
"taketh away the sin of the world."
"Waft, waft ye %vinds his story,
And you ye waters roll;
-i

i'.

Till like a sea of glory
It spreads from pole to pole.
Till o'er our ransomed nature,
The Lamb for sinners slain ;
Redeemer, King, Creator,

In bliss returns to reign."
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