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A THREEFOLD PURPOSE.

Rev. Barclay F. Buxton, M.A.

O come, let us sing "—" O come, let us worship"
"Hear His voice."—Psalm xcv. 1, 6, 7.
That is to say in the first verse, PRAISE; in the sixth
verse. PRAYER and WORSHIP; and in the seventh verse
HIS WORD and HIS VOICE.

These are the three things for which we have come
together. We have come together expecting to praise Him
and to have a time of prayer, and to hear His voice
through His word. Let us then consider these three

things, that our hearts may be prepared by the Holy
Spirit to enter into all the blessing that the Lord has
prepared for us.

(1) "O come, let us sing unto the Lord : let us come
before His presence with thanksgiving.''

We expect to meet the Lord here at Swanwick. We

expect to realise His Presence. Again and again He has
sanctified this place with His Presence, and it has been
very easy to pray, praise, and believe God, because He has

been near to us, and we have met Him. So once again
let us come into His presence with joy and singing, for
He loves to meet those who realize His love, and give
thanks.

We have much for which to praise Him. We look

back on the past, and we thank God for sins forgiven, for
adopting us into His family, and for precious times over
His Word. We thank God also if He has led us into
Canaan and Pentecostal blessing.

He loves to see His family "rejoicing. He loves us to

sing for joy of heart. That is what He promised, "" Afy
people shall sing for joy of heart," not merely because
5
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Others are singing or because the words are written down
in the book, but for joy of heart. He wants so to fill us
with joy that we cannot help singing.
We come before Him also at this time, I trust, with

melody In our hearts, as we look on into the future with
prayerful hopefulness, and faith that knows that God is
true to His promise. We praise His holy name, and as
this first verse suggests, let us stir up one another to joy
and singing. "O come, let us sing unto the Lord." Let
us indeed show that we do rejoice in Him, that we rejoice

in hope of the glory; that we rejoice because the Holy
Spirit dwells within; that we rejoice because of all the
wondrous blessings that God has given to us.

It is sin that quenches joy; that turns the fruitful
heart into a wilderness. Let us come before His presence,

with a real surrender unto Him,"cleansing ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit." Thus shall we really
rejoice before Him.

Oh that He may be the great reality amongst us. It
is a great joy to meet one another and renew our friend
ships; but let us meet one another as in the presence of
God. Let God be the great reality here. Let our eyes
be unto Him, whatever minor joys He may give us.

Supposing you had an invitation to the King's Garden
Party at Buckingham Palace? You would think of it
beforehand, and make preparation for it. Then the great
day would come and you would be ushered into that
beautiful garden, and would mix with the other guests,
probably meeting many friends there. But all the time
the great reality would be the King himself 1 You would
be glad to meet other friends and see the garden; but,
nevertheless, the King himself would be the supreme object
of the assembly.

Here at Swanwick, as it were, the King of Kings
invites us to a garden party, and while we delight to
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meet with the people of God, and enjoy the fellowship
and the help that others give us, He Himself is the great
Reality.

"O come, let us sitpg unto the Lord."

Let our hearts be glad in Him throughout these seven days
He has given to us here.

(2) "O come, let us worship and bow down." Such
worship means that He shall be All-in-All in our hearts
and spirits.

Worship is the highest action of the human spirit.
There is nothing higher in Heaven itself. Prayer, inter

cession for others, and praise are wonderful, but the highest
privilege of all is worship. Worship means that God is
exalted and that we see Him as our All-in-All. It means
also that as we bow before Him, we realise our insuffici
ency, weakness, and nothingness. It means further that
we can speak to God as friend speaks to friend, and come
and lay our requests before Him, and that God will answer

opening the windows of Heaven and blessing in many
other places, as well as here. Let us prav the prayer of
faith, the prayer that comes with empty' hands and re
ceives the fulness from God. God loves to answer prayer
generously; and here in prayer we shall receive of His

Holy Spirit, His peace, power, joy and other heavenly gifts.
Let us each one spend time alone in prayer. In past
years God has blessedly worked here in our public meet
ings, but I think He has worked more blessedly when we
have met with Him alone in our own rooms or in the
grounds.

I do lay it upon myself, and upon you, to take time

in seeking God in prayer. It took Moses seven days to
come into that wonderful communion that we are told
of in the book of Exodus. In chapter xxiv. 15 we read that
it was seven days before he heard God's voice. Let us

take time before God, that He may speak to us, and open
His Word to us.

A Threefold Purpose

(3) "To-day if ye will hear His voice." Surely
God has gathered us together at His feet in order
that we may hear His voice. That is real blessing, that

we hear His voice. There is no blessing that is lasting,
except as God takes His Word and applies it to our hearts,
so that we know that God Himself has spoken. Do you
remember Habakkuk's decision?

"I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon
the tower, and will watch to see what He will say
unto me."

Oh that there may be that spirit amongst us at this
time, watching to see what God will say unto us.
And as the Lord answered him, so He will most surely

answer us if we come in that spirit before Him. What He
says is this:—

"The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the
end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry,

wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not
tarry

That is God's promise. His voice shall be heard. His

wondrous light shall dispel the darkness. His power shall
be manifested here and in our hearts. "The vision . ..

shall speak," and we shall hear His voice, that voice that
cleanses and blesses, and fills us with joy and gladness.

"To-day if ye loill hear His voice." We shall hear
it through His Word. The Holy Spirit loves to use the
Word. Let us quietly, alone, seek God over His Word.
He says also,"To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden
not your heart." It seems strange that it is needful to
exhort Christians not to harden their hearts. Yet we find

in Hebrews III. that these very words are applied to
Christians :

" Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith) to-day if ye
will hear His voice, harden not your hearts."
"Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the
living God."
8
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" But exhort one another daily, while it is called
to-day."

It might be translated:

" Let us encourage one another while it is called
To-day; lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin."

A terrible possibility is suggested here. Those who
have had deep and close experiences of God's blessing may
have

allowed

their

hearts to

become

hardened

and

crystallised. They are not seeking further blessing, they
are not reaching out to new things, to a closer communion

with God; they are satisfied with what they have already
found, and the spiritual knowledge that they have already

gained. Let us take care that our hearts are not thus
hardened. Let us seek to hear His voice. The Holy

Ghost says " To-day." Again and again that word is re
iterated in Hebrews III. Now is the time for us to hear
God's voice. There need be no delay; if we listen now we

shall hear. Listening to His voice, we shall go forward;

listening to His voice we shall know what it is to be dead
indeed unto sin; to walk in newness of life, to possess the

land of God's grace, the land that God has promised us,
the fulness of God's Holy Spirit.

God uses His own ministers to help us, and to open
His Word to us, but let us not just listen to the voice of

man, but let us be all the time on the alert to hear the
voice of God through His written word, as also through
the messages of His servants.
And so in praise, let us sing; and in prayer, let us

bow down and worship; and also by hearing His voice,
through His Word, let us be prepared for the joyous blessing
that God has prepared for us here. He means this to be

a Pentecostal time. He means us to leave behind the past,
and to reach out into further blessing, deeper light, and
closer communion. May His plan for us be fulfilled, so
that we may go forth and witness in the power of the
Holy Ghost.

irffriiKrill

lord of my life.

Rev. William H. Rowdon, M.A.
Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man
speaking by the Spirit of God calletb Jesus accursed : and

that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the
Holy Ghost."—1 Corinthians xii. 3.

Literally these words might be rendered (free trans
lation):

No man speaking in the Spirit of God sayeth Anathema
Jesus, and no man has power to say Lord Jesus except in
the Holy Ghost."

To pronounce Jesus accursed became afterwards a

well-known form of words for renouncing Christianity.
" Revile Christ" said a Roman Consul to the aged
Polycarp. " Four score and six years," replied the old
man, "have I served Him and He never injured me. How
then can I revile my King?"
The context of these words.

In an age when there was a multiplicity of spiritual
gifts, and much evident demon possession on every hand,
there was uncertainty on the part of many of God's children
as to what was of the Holy Ghost and what was of evil.
We have two instances in the Acts of the Apostles. In
chapter xvi. 17, that of the damsel possessed with a
spirit of divination, who cried after Paul when he was in

Philippi, although she recognised him as a servant of
the Most High God, bringing the way of salvation.
And then there is the other instance in Acts xix. 15,
where it is recorded that certain vagabond Jews, exorcists,
sought to cast out a devil in the name of the Lord Jesus.
10
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There are three possible meanings of this verse.

(A) It might be that it is the work of God the Holy
Spirit to convince the unbeliever that jesus is Lord. "He

shall convince the world," (not only of sin but) "of
righteousness," and the Lord Jesus said "Of righteous
ness because I go to the Father, and ye see Me no more."
In other words, it is not a self-evident fact that He is the

Son of God " because I go to the Father, and ye see Me
no more." The last the world saw of Him was His

dying a felon's death on a cross of shame.

It might

therefore mean that no unbeliever can really believe that

Jesus is the Son of God except by the power and operation
of God the Holy Ghost.

In many cases difficulties thought to be intellectual are

often spiritual. The truths of God's word backed by
believing prayer that the Holy Ghost will do the convincing
is far more effectual than any purely human argument.
(B) Perhaps it means "No man can say'Lord Jesus'
except by the Holy Ghost." How do you, friend, speak
of Him? If you notice. He is often spoken of as " One
Above," " The Almighty." "The Christ," " God " in a

nebulous kind of way, " The Messiah," and sometimes

those who do not believe in His Deity speak about"Jesus,"
but you can nearly always tell if He is crowned Lord
in the heart by the way that sacred Name is pronounced
and spoken. But do you speak of Him as" Lord Jesus "?

"No man can say 'Lord Jesus' except in the Holy
Ghost." I noticed that Stephen, just as he was being
stoned and dying for his Lord, said "Lord Jesus, receive
my spirit." Paul, speaking of the administration of the
Lord's Supper, said "The Lord Jesus, the same night in
which He was betrayed, etc." And the Holy Ghost has
recorded and you will read in four different verses in the

19th Chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, in which they
all speak of "The Lord Jesus."

I have discovered where one has been given grace by
the Holy Spirit to use the Sacred Name of Jesus, and to
11
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talk of Him as The Lord Jesus, there seems to be a
mysterious accession of power. No doubt it is through
the operation of the Holy Ghost. Perhaps that accounts

for the fact that the Devil tries to prevent, or at least
make diflicult, our using the Name of the Lord Jesus
when witnessing to others.
"Thou shaft call His Name Jesus for He shall save
His people from their sins."
And friends, it is the Name an unbeliever cannot

take on his lips. I know of a case when at an Open
Air Meeting a heckler was challenged to repeat the Name
*' The Lord Jesus Christ," and he could not do so, it
was a physical impossibility, when brought face to face
with the Son of God to Whom all power is given in
Heaven and in Earth.

But there is, it may be, a more searching and a more
personal

word for us

to

consider for a moment this

morning, and the third possible meaning seems to be—
(C) It is only in the Holy Ghost that Jesus can be said
by anyone to be Lord of the Life. " No man can say
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost."
Now I take it that Lord means Sovereign, One who

has an undisputed right, against whom there is no appeal.
He has perfect right to do His own pleasure, He holds
absolute dominion; and if He is my Lord (in other words,
the Lord of my life), it means to say that in the sphere of
my life. He has the absolute, unfettered, undisputed free
right to do what He will.

Is He Lord of your life?
Now may God ask each
one of us this question. I am not asking you, but He
is asking this of me and of you," Is the Lord Jesus, Lord
of your life?" " But what will He require of me, if He
is going to have unfettered, unhindered, unquestioning
obedience? Will He ask possibly more than I can give?
Will He tell me to go somewhere I don't want to go?
Or ask me to do something I don't want to do? Will
12
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He put His finger on some darling project of mine? That

is the question?" Now that something which causes you
to distrust, to fear and question God, His love and His

goodness, is sin. Defined in the Bible as '* indwelling
sin," an "evil heart of unbelief," which is the root of
all the trouble.

Shall we look at three departments common to the

life of each of us? The Heart, the Home, the Business.
1. First of all is He Lord of my heart?

that friend?

What about

Is that friend in whose company I rejoice

one of whom the Lord Jesus approves?

Is he or she a

healthy friend? Is it a good thing that I love that friend
as I do?

What about that habit, which perhaps I

am un

conscious of loving, but which is just part of my life?
Is He Lord of my habits?

What about that pastime, which I relegate to the
background in my best moments? '* I only occasionally

indulge in this kind of thing," you say, when one is
slacking off a bit, or on holiday! but "a pastime very
dear to my heart."
What about sport? Everybody, every healthy person
goes in for sport of some sort or other. Many Christians
go in for it, but is He Lord of your heart? Is any sport a
dominating factor, or is it kept in its right place?
What about that "vice" which you allow yourself?
Have you had critics say " You are very virtuous?" and
then accommodating yourself to their standard you some
what thankfully reply, " Yes, but I have my vices!" We
have no business to have " vices" if He is Lord of the
life and heart.

It may be that these things which you and I love
are legitimate from the world's point of view, but if it
is something on the throne of our heart, it is an idol and

is occupying the rightful place of the Lord Jesus.

What about that locked door in your heart?
13
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recollect occasions when you have withdrawn into the

secrecy and the privacy behind that door and locked your

self in? No other human being knows of it. You only
(and God) know of it. And you have always kept that
door so carefully guarded. You know quite well He
would be grieved, He would put His finger on it and say»
'* You will have to let Me have this key." What about

it? Is He Lord of your life, your heart, in that respect?
I wonder if He is!

What about that sanctuary into which you retire and

indulge yourself, only occasionally?

Perhaps only five

minutes at a time, and for every five minutes you spend
in that sanctuary, in that special little private indulgence
you say,"I will spend five hours reading my Bible, doing
personal work, worshipping Him or singing His praises,
working my fingers to the bone! Works of supererogation I
There are works of supererogation outside the Roman
Church. The Lord Jesus says "I want the key."
" Behold I stand at the door and knock; if any man
hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with Me."
Is He standing outside that door? Is He Lord of
your heart? " But," you say," I do not know what He

is going to ask of me." " He may ask too much."
Have you ever heard the story of a Vicar who knocked
at the door of a woman's house in a very poor neighbour
hood, and there was no response. He saw her weeks
afterwards, explaining that he had wished to give her
2/6 as he understood her cupboard It) be empty. *' Oh,"
she replied, " I did not open the door because 1 thought
it was the man calling for the rent!"

Similarly, when the Lord Jesus knocks at the door,
we imagine in our distrust and unbelief that He will be

an unwelcome guest. He is not going to ask us to give
up anything, He waits but to give us something we need,

and which He knows to be for our good. Only those
who have given Him the key of the heart's secret and have
14
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opened the door and let Him come right in, only those
know the joy and the preciousness of the Lord Jesus.
And you say, '• After all is said and done, one must

have one shrine that can be called one's own.

Do you

think you can expect me to give up everything, we should
have a right to one secret place. After all, I am the
Master of my Fate and the Captain of my Soul." Well
if you are seeking your own pleasure, you cannot expect
to have the joy of the Lord as your strength. If you are
seeking God's glory, and to be filled with the Holy Ghost,
and to be a power for God, there is only one way, Jesus
Christ must be Lord of your heart.

2. Then secondly, is He the Lord of my home? What
about the domestic arrangements? Do we take the Lord
Jesus into our home? We can be very spiritual at a
Convention, very spiritual in Church, at an Open-air Meet
ing, a Prayer Meeting or Bible Reading, but what are we

like at home, when we take off our boots and sit by the
fire, and do as we like? What about the people who do
everything for us, those of us who are privileged to have
people to do that? How do we treat the people on whom we
are dependent for the very necessities of life? Is the Lord
Jesus, Lord of your home?
What about Housekeeping? All those little details, I
know a little about it, not much, but I do think it requires
the Spirit of the Lord to be brought into the details of
cur housekeeping. Can you call Jesus, Lord in this sphere?
What about when people call on us at very awkward
times, " most absurd to call on a day like this," we say,
and then we meet them and say "delighted to see you!"

Is the Lord Jesus Lord of my home? Are we transparently
honest? Are we downright sincere? Are we absolutely
truthful in this department?
What about the visitors who come to our home?
How do we treat them? What of conversation at the meal

tables? When we have "spiritual" people are we "very
spiritual "? But what about when we have other people,
15
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what do we talk about? What about the scandal-mongering, even amongst God's people? Perhaps a godly father
wonders why his son has caused him such heart-ache,
having thrown over any profession of godliness. Has he
heard something at his father's table which should never
have been spoken? Is He Lord of your home?
What about recreation in the

home,

what

about

Christmas-Time? We seek to justify ourselves by saying,
•' Oh, Christmas is a special time, nobody knows what we

do, we shut the doors and draw the blinds and engage in
just a little folly, nobody sees!

But is there a loss of power? Is He Lord of your
home, and can it be said," It was noised that He was in

the house"? " Oh," but you say, " surely an English
man's home is his castle, and he can do what he likes."

It may be the Englishman's castle, but we are thinking of

the Christian who to the last detail acknowledges the Lord
ship of Jesus Christ. " Surely," you say," Home is one
place where you can do just as you like, slack off a bit,

the place where that pet weakness can be pandered to?"
No such thing. Is He Lord of your home? It is a very
searching question God asks of us.

3. Thirdly, is He the Lord of my business? John

Wesley used to say when he heard of one professing con
version,"Has it touched his pocket?" On one occasion
he said "the best notes he ever had on Phil. iv. 19 were

three £5 Notes "I Is Jesus Christ Lord of my business,
whatever my business may be? Do I engage in anything
which even looks like dishonesty? It is a very searching
question. What about commercial lying? The crooked
deal? the unjust price? that deception? that fraud? that

sharp practice? What about the tricks of the trade, and
sale time, *' eye service "? May the Spirit of God search
every one of us. We all have our business whether at

home, workshop or office, it is our daily life. Is Jesus
Christ the Lord of all? That is the question. Have you
ever been asked whether the Manager is in, and the
16
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Manager has said,"Tell him I am out?" Have you ever
been asked to tell a lie when answering the telephone
comforting and excusing yourself with the specious argu
ment, "After all, it is not my He. I had to do what I
was told."

A man was telling me the other dav that In connection

with a bookshop where he worked a customer comes and
asks for a certain book for which there is a great demand.
And the Manager (for business reasons) says " Don't let
him have that book, but tell him the book is out." " Of
course, you know it is very difficult for a man in my position
who has been in his job now for 25 years, unless he is
prepared to lose his job, to refuse to be a party to such
a lie." Is He Lord of your business? If you lose vour

job can you trust the Lord to give you something' far
better? Is He worth it? Is it not worth being "out and
out" for the Lord Jesus whatever the world thinks or

says? Yes, serve the Lord Jesus Christ,"not with eyeservice as men pleasers, but as the servants of Christ

doing the will of God from the heart." " But" vou say'

•• a man must live." " If others do it, of' course we

must. All IS fair in love and war, and competition, after
all, is a law of life. Besides, what a pH^ vou would be
if you said,'I can't do it. it's wrong!' Or suppose vou
said,'I am a Christian, I don't engage in dishonestv'vou
would be putting yourself on a pedestal, vou would" be
judging others, it would be far better to go on praving
God is very understanding and forgiving!" With sudi
plausible whispers the Devil .steals the allegiance of the
children of God, but God never condones sin, ucver.

At one time there was a man on Derbv Railway Station

who checked passengers' tickets as they "came through the
barrier. He was very " hot " on his job. (I like to hear

of a man hot on his job. '* Not slothful in business.") He
used to detect all irregularities. The General Manager's
office was just overhead. One day someone said to him,
" Look here, you know you are doing yourself a great
•deal of harm, you are unpopular amongst the people."
17
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His reply was, indicating the Manager's Office overhead,
"Yes, I know it, but I am alright up there" Herein lies
the great secret, " Alright up there." Do you recognise
any higher loyalty than that you render to the Lord Jesus?

'• Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord, and
not unto men." " No man can say that Jesus is the Lord,
except by the Holy Ghost."

Has He been searching you this morning? He has
been searching me. What is it that makes one say to the
Lord Jesus,"So far and no further"? What is it? What
makes us fear, distrust and disbelieve God? It is that

something which is at the bottom of everything, and which

needs to be taken out, and praise God there is a solution.
It is found not through Consecration but Confession.
1 John i. 9. It is the Holy Ghost's work to convict
of unbelief, it is the Holy Ghost's work to lead us to that
Fountain opened for sin and uncleanness, to do the work
of cleansing the heart when we confess our sins, and it is
the work of the Holy Ghost to fill a man with all the fulness
of God : then the Lord Jesus Christ becomes so utterly

precious, that as willing bondslaves we abandon ourselves
to Him, and the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by

the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us, so that all fear
is completely drowned and floods of joy sweep over our
souls.

Is He the Lord of your life like that? " No man can
say He is Lord except by the Holy Ghost."

May God grant that at this Convention, Jesus Christ
may be so sincerely crowned, so practically crowned Lord of
your life and mine, that our hearts may burn within us
as He talks with us by the way, and as He opens to us
the Scriptures, then we shall spread the fire wherever we go-

18
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" I am come iulo my garden, my sister, my spouse."

These opening words of the Song of Solomon, Chapter
6, give us a wonderful description of a much-blessed soul.
Think of the signature there, the first two words in the
verse,

" I AM

Who speaks?

*' I .Am " speaks.

The great " I

Am," the One who was revealed to Moses in the
burning bush. And later on God explains His wonderful
name to Moses,"I AM TH.AT I AM." Oh what a name?
Do you know this name, the name of the Great I Am
the name of the Lord Jesus? Not a great" I Was "• not

merely the One Who hung on Calvary's cross on a'hillside outside Jerusalem 2,000 years ago, but " I .Am." A

present Saviour.

'I'he Lord Jesus lives.

He says

" He that cometh to God must believe that He is "

He says to us " I Am." and faith joyously replies
" He is. He is here, He is now my Saviour, He is now

.

Oh the

Great I Am. This Is the knowledge of the regenerate
soul, knowing the Lord Jesus as the" I Am," the present
Saviour. " I Am." He Is. "Thou .Art." This is
faith's testimony.

"I AM THAT I AM."
*' I AM COME."

We are rejoicing over the prospect of the visible and
phy.sical return of the Lord Jesus Christ, but isn't it a
19
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blessed thing that He has already come. " I AM come."

Do not let that prospect, the glory of His future coming,
make us forgetful of the infinite glory and grace of His

immediate presence. " I am come." It is my conviction
that He will come for those to whom He has come.

Let

us rejoice in this, " I am come." The Blessed One has
come.

" I am come into my garden."

This is God's wonderful poetic description of a trans
formed life, once a desert wherein the " bittern and the

owl," wherein the " beasts of prey" had their habitation,
where there was emptiness, and where nothing blossomed.
How He has transformed our desert lives into gardens,

causing us to bear fruit to some degree, causing the flowers
to blossom.

*' My garden." That is the outward circumstances of
the life of the soul.

*' I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse."
Here we have the links, first the blood link,"sister,"
then the love link, "spouse."

This is God's ideal—a garden. A place where God
can have communion with the soul, a place of spiritual

grassy banks, of lovely shady walks, of the blossoming

flowers and ^e fruitful trees, a pleasure garden, a place
of fellowship. "I am come into my garden." What a
blessed experience this is when the life is no longer a
desert, but a life transformed and beginning to blossom as

the rose. We have this picture of a garden, as God's ideal
for the human life, set down in the first pages of His
wonderful Word. He shows us Eden and

"The tree of life also in the midst of the garden,

and the tree of knowledge of good and evil."
That is why the Lord Jesus died in a garden. The serpent
had entered, death had entered, and the blight fell on

God's handiwork, the poison of unbelief was introduced
in the garden, and so the Lord Jesus had to die in a
garden.
20

The Second Call

"In the place where he was crucified there was a
garden."

Would you see in that garden, the Tree of the knowledge
of good and evil? On that Tree hangs the fruit of evil

the Prince of Life done to death by sin's impious hands!
Would you know good? Then see on that Tree the Fruit
of God's wonderful love. Jesus Christ died for us while
we were yet sinners, weak, rebels and enemies. Oh what

love! Utterly unsought by us, utterly undeserved by us!
What a Tree! What Fruit hung there. If vou are saved

your life is a garden. There is the tree of knowledge of
good and evil, the Cross of Calvary in the heart.

But, alas, many of our lives are like the garden in
the 4th Chapter and the 12th verse,

"A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse; a
spring shut up, a fountain sealed."
How descriptive of the ordinary regenerate life. A
garden indeed, thank God!
No longer a desert-

and now life is putting forth its signs, its fruitage, its
flowers, a garden but " enclosed." The spring of life
within is shut up, and the fountain sealed. It is a private
garden, not for the public benefit, a garden fenced in and

shut and locked and barred.It is "my" garden. A garden
with blessing and life indeed but no outlet or outflow all

enclosed. Eye-gate, Mouth-gate, Ear-gate, every gate
slammed and bolted and barrel. Much goes in but nothing
comes out. Is your life like that?

How much goes out of your life to your neighbours?
How many people hear you speak of the Lord Jesus Christ
in the course of a day's living? How much is the world

benefitted or brought nearer to the Lord Jesus through you
being saved? Has it been profitable to God to save you?
With reverence I suppose we can say the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself until Calvary, was Himself "a garden
enclosed," His ministry was almost entirely limited to
Israel, but when He hung on the cross and the Roman
21

The Second Call

soldier pierced His side and there *' flowed out blood and

water," for the first time I think we may say that fountain
was opened for the sin and uncleanness of the whole wide

world. It was from that Cross, that broken side, that
wounded broken heart within His precious body, that there
began to flow that amazing river, which during 2,000 years,
has flowed to every corner of this great globe.
In the same way every regenerate heart must know
something of that spear thrust. They must know some

thing of God's discipline which makes an outlet for the
blessing enclosed, never meant to be merely for the soul's
own benefit, but which God meant to flow out to the whole

dry, thirsty, barren and desert world. The suffering then
God permits to come, the trials, the temptations, the criti
cisms, bereavements, all these things are the sharp point
of the spear which God allows to enter our hearts, that
somehow an outlet may be made in one's soul so that the
streams from within may burst their bounds and flow out
to our neighbours, and the acquaintances we jostle

shoulders with day by day.
" I sleep."

What is this? This soul so blessed, so transformed,

is asleep? The Revised Version has in the margin a signi
ficant phrase here. It says:—*' A space after verse one."
And immediately after the space there is this sad testimony,
'* I sleep." This is not the sleep of death, for it says,
" But my heart waketh."

This is not the sleep of sin, of those without Christ, but
the drowsiness which seems to come to so many Christians,
alas! " I sleep." What is the cause of this drowsiness,

this defection, this tragic interval?

Something

has

happened in the interval, and the slow, lethargic, drowsy,

dull " I sleep" is heard. Are any of you like that? In
English we represent a space by a dash, but in Japanese

the sign is a circle. I think in this connection it is a

significant sign. It is space, a circle, empty, vacant, an
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interval that contains nothing which God can place on
record, an interval in the Christian experience which means
nothing to God.
" I sleep."

Oh, the hours, days, weeks, months, sometimes years

in a Christian's experience which have meant nothing for
God! How does God record such a space of time? An
empty circle, no record, blank.

When God comes to

measure up our Christian experiences, I wonder how long
they will be in His reckoning? How long will 34 years
of Christian life appear before God? " A space after
verse one." What does this sign signify? It may be the

sign of neglect of the Word, prayer or testimony, which
has brought about this drowsiness of soul. It may be the

sign of relaxation, some habit we have taken up, some
pleasure pursued, some relaxation which has acted on our

soul like an opiate, numbing the senses, dulling the sensi
bilities, producing sleep, drowsiness. It may be a habit, a
hobby, or a book. This sign may be a gossip sign,
our careless conversation.
It may be that this
germ of sleeping sickness has come through some
unwise, unkind, unloving speech of ours, some criticism

of another, some scandal-mongering, some carnal use of
one's Hps and the mind behind the lips. It may even be
a sign of monotony in the Christian life. How many
of you have come yearly to this or similar Conventions,
and each year finds you in just the same condition as the

previous year? The very preaching has become monoto
nous, the attendance of these Conventions has become a

custom of the soul, and under the most winsome preaching
and the most delightful exposition, you can only say, " I

sleep." Awake, oh sleeping Christians) It may be this
sign is a sign of sin, of unbelief, of selfishness, self-

centredness.

Saved by grace, but " I sleep."
'* My heart waketh."

There are stirrings of conscience occasionally, but the
Word has lost is attraction, prayer its grip, and testimony
Is forced and difficult. "Sleep."
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But read on :—

*' It is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, say
ing, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my
undefiled : for my head is filled with dew, and my
locks with the drops of the night."
Asleep, but stealing into the numbed conscience, the almost
unconscious soul, there comes again a well-known voice,
*' it is the voice of my beloved." " Asleep though I am,
I can hear well known accents calling. My sister, my love,
my dove, my undefiled." The precious Saviour, the
wonderful Christ, comes back again, calling, *' Open to
me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled," for the
second time. What a faith is the faith of the Son of

God? I look at myself dove? undefiled?" Surely the
Lord has made a mistake! Ah, but He sees the end from
the beginning. He sees us as we shall be if we give Him
the chance. " My love, my dove, my Spirit-filled one,
my undefiled, my purified one. Open to me, my head is
filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night."
" My head filled with dew."

Doesn't it sound just like the New Testament? The

Head, the blessed Head of the Body. The " Head"
straight back from the throne of glory, having received, of
the Father, the Holy Ghost. He comes to the door of the
heart of the carnal, uncleansed, benumbed, sleepy, lethargic
Christian, calling " Open to me."
He comes back with the filling of the Blessed Spirit,
back to this heart, this dull heart.

" My locks filled with the drops of the night."
What does that mean? " Locks filled with the drops
of the night." He must have been cut in the open, on the

mountain-side praying for pie, for you, for those born
again souls, whose lives are not yet Spirit filled, not yet
glorifying His name. Praying out there with the dew of
the night falling on His wonderful head, His wonderful
locks, and He comes straight from praying and pleading
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with the Father, with His hands filled

with Pentecostal

power, and He comes to you and me, calling,
'* My love, my dove, open to me."
He comes the second time. You remember

when

He

came at first, "I am come into my garden," He said.
But this time He comes to the inner chamber.

He is

seeking a closer intimacy, "Open to me." He wants to
get into the very centre of our heart's deepest affection.
'* Open to me, let me come in with my dew-filled head."

He comes the second time, to call us to a Spirit-filled life,
a life of Spirit-filled intercession. He comes calling us to
open our hearts to welcome Him in as

the One Who

baptises with the Holy Ghost,"the head filled with dew,"

straight from the Throne of Glory, having received from
the Father the power of the Holy Ghost. He comes straight
to you, saying, "Open to me," the One with the gift of the

Holy Ghost. This is His call to you now.
" Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and open the door, 1 will come
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me."
" I will come in. Open to Me." Do you hear the
voice of the Beloved? Has He ever baptised you with the
Holy Ghost and with fire? He comes to you now. This
is the voice of the Beloved, " Open to Me. My head is
filled with dew."

He calls us to a life in which He and

we are so entwined, so united that we too are filled with

"the dew," that we may know something of the experi
ence of mountain slopes, when our locks will be filled with

"the drops of the night " as we spend our time in prayer
and intercession with Him out there. As we open the
heart to the Lord Jesus, the Beloved of the soul, He comes

in with the fulness of the Holy Ghost. Many Christians
only know Him as Jesus, the Saviour.
" Thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall
save His people from their sins."

But when you come to that place where you know
Him, by the Holy Ghost, as The Lord Jesus, it won't be
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long before you know Him as The Lord Jesus Christ.
What does "Christ" mean? The Anointed. Not only
the Anointed, but according to John the Baptist's testimony,
the Anointer. Jesus, Saviour, Lord and Christ.

And then we have here a picture of hesitation, and of
a reluctant soul.

"I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on?
I have washed my feet; how shall I defile them?"

The Beloved comes and says, "I am bringing this
wonderful blessing, the fulness of the Holy Ghost; I am
calling you to a life of Spirit-filled intercession and service,"
and the soul says, " I . . my . .. I . . , I .. . my , . .

!• Oh, the tragedy of it! "I have put off my coat,
how shall I put it on? I have washed my feet, how shall
I defile them?" She turns her eyes on herself, her experi
ence, her possessions, her gifts.

" Oh, but if I

let You in in that way, if I welcome You as One bringing
the baptism of the Holy Ghost and Fire, what will happen
to me? How will it alTect me? I have washed my feet

how shall I defile them? You call me to walk the miry
path in Thv service.

You call me out to spend hours of

darkness in Thy service." Oh the tragedy of a hesitating,
reluctant soul!

Reluctant souls are far too common to

day. He comes with His hands overflowing with all
the gracious blessing of Pentecost. " Look at the blessing,
power and grace I am bringing to you," He says, and the
soul, thinking of its future, says, " But, Lord, suppose I
welcomed you in, what will people say about me? It might
mean breaking olT some friendship; being turned out of
some group." " I . . . I . , , i . , . my coat, my feet."
It is the old carnality arising out of the heart. Self first.
*' My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the
door."

What a picture of Divine grace and pleading, as
though, in New Testament language. He would by a sight
of His sufferings stir that reluctant soul into action.
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•' My beloved put in His hand."

What a hand, that hand of His, nail pierced, blood
stained, reminding us of Calvary. Do you think the hand

that suffered like that would bring anything but blessing
to you?

" My beloved put in His hand by the hole of the
door."

Brothers and sisters, if you hesitate before this great
offer of the Beloved, look once again to Calvary, think

of that wounded body, that wounded brow, that sweat of
blood in the Garden. Think of His pain and suffering.
Do you imagine that He can bring you anything but
blessing and good?
" My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the
door, and (my heart was stirred) my heart was
moved for Him."

Thank God, at last there is a stirring heart.
" My heart was stirred within me."

The heart is stirred, there is a desiring in the heart,
a longing to know this fulness of salvation. He comes,

hands filled with blessing and the heart longs for that
blessing, that power, that grace.
*' My heart was moved for Him."

There is desire.

" I rose up to open to my beloved." Here is decision.
*' My hands dropped with myrrh." Here is contrition, and
regret that one has waited and hesitated so long.

Here is determination to open the door of the heart
and let the Beloved in, bringing in with Him the blessing
of "the dew," the blessing of the Holy Ghost in His
fulness.

" My fingers . . . upon the handles of the lock."
But how stubborn that lock isl

That final submission

of the will, that last yielding of some treasured project, or
some Idol possession is a ditficult business. It takes the

Holy Ghost a long time to bring some of us to that place
where everything we have, without reluctance, without
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condition, without restriction, is laid at His blessed feet.

With most Christians the whole question usually revolves
round some one thing, some possession, or some action.

It is the tangible or the outward and visible expression of
that unbelief in the heart, but when the Holy Ghost brings
us to the place of submission, we say,
" My fingers are upon the handles of the lock,"
and we decide to open to Him because He said,
"If any man ... open the door, I will come in to
him,"

and we say at last, oh so belatedly, but still at last we
say"I will." " I open to my beloved." Hallelujah I
I opened to my beloved; but my beloved had
withdrawn himself, and was gone : my soul failed
when he spake."

What is this? Has this any counterpart in our

Convention meetings? Verily it has. How many souls
know such a disappointing experience. After controversy
with God and resisting the appeals of God, the voice of
the Beloved brings them to that place of full confession
and full surrender, and yet nothing happens.•" We thought
if we opened. He would come in. But He has gone."
Why is this? It is very, very simple. The soul was not
ready for Him, the affection was impure, mixed. We love
Him and something else. Wc hesitated between follow
ing Him, and hugging something else, and He saw we were
not ready for Him, and He withdraws Himself so that the
one passion of our souls will be to find Him.

" I sought him, but I could not find him ; 1 called
him, but he gave me no answer. The watchmen

that went about the city found me, they smote me,
they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took
away my veil from me.

I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find
my beloved, that ye tell him, that I am sick of love."
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"Tell

Him

I

am

sick

of love."

There is no

hesitation now in the soul. Her one cry is, "where is
my Beloved, where is He, where is He?" There is no
waverinrt or hesitation now? There is now no looking on

some treasured possession, and wondering, "Shall I keep
this or shall I follow Him?" AH that hesitation has gone.

Here is a picture of desperation. " Oh, I must find
Him.

I must fi nd Him."

That is why He keeps you waiting. You are not
desperate enough yet, manv of you. She goes through the
City, calling his name. "The watchmen, they smote" her.
She meets with all kinds of unpleasant experiences whilst

seeking for the Beloved whose "head is filled with dew, and

His locks with the drops of the night." She wants Him, she
has heard His voice, and she wants Him. What matters it

how the people speak of her, how people treat her. She has
one burning passion in her heart now, and that is to get
near to the Lord Jesus Christ. Is that your passion?
Are you desperate about Him? Here comes the Beloved
of the soul, straight from the Glory, bringing to you the
Fulness of the Holy Ghost. " Let Me in," He says.
" Open to Me, My beloved."
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"OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE FIRE."
A. Paget Wilkes, B.A.

I have no doubt that the key-note of our Convention
this year is " Hearing the Voice of God." How will that
Voice of God be brought to us?
Kindly turn back, just to begin with, to the 4th and
6th chapters of the book of Deuteronomy. You will
remember that in the first three chapters, Moses was re
viewing the way that God had led them, and then in the

4th and 5th chapters he gives to us the thing that im
pressed him most in all their dramatic pilgrimage. What
was it?

Will you please look at the following verses : iv. 12, 15,
33, 36; and v. 4, 22, 24, 26, and you will notice there the
words, *' Out of the midst of the Fire." God speaking
out of the midst of the fire. This was the great out
standing experience as Moses reviewed the past, God
speaking out of the midst of the fire.

If you go through the Word of God, you will find it
is always so. You will find that Abraham saw the fire;
Solomon and Elijah saw the fire; Isaiah, Ezekiel, and the
two disciples on their way to Emmaus felt the fire, for—
"They said one to another, Did not our heart burn
within us, while he talked with us by the way "
The twelve apostles saw the fire on the day of Pentecost,
and Paul saw the fire, he saw a great light, a light
brighter than the sun at mid-day, he saw no form, but he
hoard the voice out of the fire on the Damascus road.

But this morning I want us to look at the personal
experience of Moses. There was one thing that very
deeply impressed him all his life; he never got away from
it; we read in Hebr. xi. 27,

" He endured, as seeing him who is invisible."
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He saw God, Who could not be seen, and he saw Him in
the fire. Twice Moses saw Him that way, once when he
saw the bush aflame, and once again when he was on
Sinai alone, he saw the mount aflame with God; and

Moses never got away from that wonderful vision. And

if we are going to hear the voice of God, friends, that
will reach our hearts, and abide for ever, we shall have
to hear the voice of God out of the fire.

Let us look at the background of his story. Turn
with me to Acts vii., and there you will read perhaps
the most wonderful defence that has ever been made in

a court of law. Stephen was standing on his trial; he

knew perfectly well it was a case of life or death. If
you will read it carefully you will see that the personal

pronoun never appears at all; he never once used the
little word " I
Have you ever heard a defence like
that? The charge was twofold and very explicit. (1)
Blasphemy against the Holy Place, (2) Blasphemy against
the Law. Acts vi. 13. But Stephen was not there to
defend himself, he was there to vindicate God, and finally

he turned the accusation upon his accusers. First of all

he shows that God has no holy edifices; he points out that
God appeared in Mesopotamia, in a bush, in Egypt, in the
Red

Sea, in the Wilderness, in the River Jordan; and

then he shows them that God's holy places are the souls
of men : he speaks of seven such, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon, and finally the eighth,
the Holiest of all, the Lord Jesus. These are G'kI's
dwelling places. Read that wonderful apologia again.
Secondly, in dealing with their charge of having spoken
blasphemously of the Law, he accuses them of resisting the
Holy Spirit. They too had destroyed the Holy Place—even
the Lord Jesus, and thus resisted the Holy Ghost.
But I want us to turn to the 20th verse,
81

"Out of the Midst of the Fire"

In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding
fair, and nourished up in his father's house three
months : And when he was cast out, Pharaoh's

daughter took him up, and nourished him for her
own son.

And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the

Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds."
" And when he was full forty years old, it came

into his heart" (not into his head) "to visit his
brethren the children of Israel."

Will you notice first of all what a wonderful conse

cration this was. He was brought up to be Crown Prince;
all the wealth of Egypt was at his disposal. Those of you
that know anything about the history of the 18th and 19th
Dynasties of Egyptian history will realise what this meant.
All the gaiety of the court life was his. He had been

educated in the university of Heliopolis; he was " mighty
in words and deeds." Position, wealth, wisdom, every
thing were at his disposal; but one day it came into his
heart to lay it all aside, and he did. And yet,
what was the result?. Fiasco, an utter, absolute fiasco!
This is all that his consecration was able to do for him

without God. You know the story. You know how he
went, first to deliver and then to arbitrate, but his people
would not have it. Terrified he fled from Egypt. How

the devil must have tempted him, " what a fool you have
made of yourself. If you had stayed there you could have
been another Joseph. You could have been on the throne."

Oh the remorse I Oh the disappointment, the bitterness
of soul, the regrets! Such is the background of our
story. But God had not done with him yet.
It may be there are some like that

here in

this

audience. You have made a very real and blessed conse
cration to God, and yet you feel and know that your life
is a failure. Well, perhaps you will see the fire, and
when you see the fire, you may hear the voice of God
out of the fire, speaking to your heart as never before.
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When I think of that great disappointment of
Moses, I also think of the disappointment, and

afterwards of the marvellous success of that great
man,

Pilkington, of

Uganda.

scholar, a master at Harrow.

He

was a

brilliant

Full of zeal, he laid

all his gifts and scholarship at the Master's feet, and
went out to Africa. After finishing his first term of service,
he found himself a bitterly disappointed man, and as he
himself told me," I decided to give it all up, and return
home to England." just as he was starting for home
there fell into his hands a little leaflet entitled,"How I

was converted, cleansed and filled with the Spirit," by
David the Tamil. As he read it, away up in one of the
out-stations, there Pilkington saw the fire. God spoke
to him out of that little six-paged leaflet. You know quite
well the story of the Uganda Mission, and its wonderful
revival.

That little brochure revolutionised his life.

He

came back to his station and gave his testimony before all
the missionaries in that country; and the mighty revival

broke out. What a thing it is to see the fire I

Now we will turn to the third chapter of Exodus, where
the story is told in all its beautiful simplicity, and we will
see just what Moses beheld.

First of all vou will notice

that he did not see any form, or any similitude, he did
not even see the One who spake to him, the .Angel of

the Lord, i.e., the Lord Jesus Himself. (The theophany of
the Lord Jesus is always under the form of an angel in the
Old Testament). All that he saw was the fire in the desert
of Sinai. He must often have seen that; but the strange
thing about this bush was that it was unconsumed—and
so he turned aside to see the extraordinary sight.
You say." but what has all that to do with us?" It

has everything to do with you and me. Have you never

been at a series of meetings where this very thing has
taken place, where there has been an extraordinary sense

of God's presence? A gathering of very ordinary people;
with no wonderful speakers, and yet a sense of God's
presence in a marked degree. We have often been at
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such gatherings in Japan, we have seen Conventions aflame
with God. We have seen no form and no similitude, but

we have seen and felt the fire of God. Oh that that might
be so these days. If it is so, it will make some of you

dear people want to get alone with God, make you turn
aside and see this great sight. Or secondly it may be
a LIFE aflame with God I

All of us have seen such, I

suppose (thank God! I have). We have seen some very

ordinary person, with no literary ability, no money, no
social position, and yet carrying about with them God's
very presence. I have them in my mind as I am talking
to you. Thank God, we have seen them in Japan. 1
think of dear Brother Sasao.

Oh what a life that was.

We still remember the fragrance of that life, and of our
brothers S

and O

, dear Mr. Y

and

Mr.

T
, saved from heathenism—very ordinary people;
but their lives aflame with God still live in my memory.
Vou know the one here, and the one there, you have seen
them. Have you ever turned aside to see the great sight,
or enquire why the fire continues in spite of trouble,
sorrow, yes, and all sorts of clouds and difficulties and
darkness, the fire continues to burn. I believe beloved,

that the general way of God with men is to arrest them
with a vision of fire. Do you think anyone is arrested by
your life? Do you think anyone, when they come and

live with you, and you live with them, is thus arrested?
Or, thirdly, it may be a BOOK aflame with God, such
as dear Commissioner Brengle's books; it may be

a

message that is aflame with the fire of God.
I am not
si>eaking of fireworks. Moses did not see fireworks at

all. Some of you would like to see spiritual pyrotechnics.

God does not speak to people thus, He speaks through a
steady burning flame.
First of all God forbids Moses to continue his investi

gations.

I suppose if Moses had continued, all he would

have found would have been the little bush; the Angel

would have disappeared; the fire would have faded. But

he stopped trying to find out scientifically what all this
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wonderful thing meant. And now God speaks. First of
the PAST, then of the PRESENT, then of the FUTURE.

God speaks first about HIMSELF, then

about His

PEOPLE, and finally about MOSES. That is not quite
our order. We always like to begin with ourselves. I
once heard dear old General Booth say, '* The most interest

ing person in the world is yourself." But God does not
begin there. He begins with Himself and says;—
" I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob."

Those words do not mean much to you, but to Moses they
meant everything. He was very near to those wonderful
characters.

"I am God the Father, the God of Abraham,
I am God the Son, the God of Isaac,

I am God the Holy Ghost, the God of Jacob."
And yet he does not use tliat language, '* God the Father,

God the Son and God the Holy Ghost." He makes it
concrete. God the Father, Who called and chose, the
God Who said " I need a man, I need a people that I
may reveal Myself to them, and through them to all the
world. Yes I am a God that needs men and women."
Isn't that wonderful? God cannot do without us. '* I
am

God that called and chose Abraham."

And as the

panorama of those three lives passed before Moses, he saw

God. I do not know if it might be that God will say to
us, '* I am the God of Hudson Taylor and of George

Miiller, I am the God of General Booth," yes a God that
has come very near to us, a God that needs us. That is
what God wanted to impress upon Moses that day. That
is what God wants to impress upon us in this Convention,
" I am a God that needs a man, I am God that calls a

man, and chooses a man, not an angel."
But secondly, *• 1 am," He says, "the God of Isaac,

the God that provides the Lamb." The Redeemer; God

the Son. We may well be glad of this, that He is the

God of Isaac. There were only four things recorded of
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this man, his miraculous birth, his willing sacrifice, his
marriage, and the way he blessed his sons, he was typical

of just plain ordinary folk. We cannot be an Abraham, but
we may be an Isaac. We may well praise God that He is
the God of Isaac as well as of Abraham.

But best of all shall we say He is " the God of

Jacob."

(I think this phrase occurs forty times in the

Bible.) " The God of Jacob is our refuge." This surely

is God the Holy Ghost; who was with him all the time
in his pilgrimage wanderings. " Best of all God is with
us," cried John Weslcv on his dying bed. These words,
"the God of Jacob," mav not mean much to you, but as
.Moses heard them, and a vision of his life passed before

him, he was saved from thinking about himself. If only
We could get awav from our miserable selves, and behold
our God—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost—at this Convention at this time, how revolutionised

our lives will be. Some of us have come up occupied only
with our oivn difficulties, trials, pleasures, and our own
miserable little life.

When God appears, Moses forgets all about himself,
his failure and his disappointment, he saw God; not the
Groat Creator, not the Mighty Judge, no, he saw the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Him Who is very near to
us, and decplv interested and concerned with all our ways.
I am sure of this, that if we hear the voice of God aright

at this Convention, we shall be delivered from ourselves.
We hardly wonder that Moses worshipped. May God put
this spirit upon us at this Convention, the spirit of worship,
and 1 believe that is how God's voice will come to you out

of tlio fire, the fire of the Holy Ghost; for if the fire
is not here, we might just as well go home.

We arc going to gather, I trust, beloved, to plead with
God for the fire; for that steady burning, warming, en
lightening, melting flame that will make us hunger to
know God.
Not to have some spectacular experience,

but to know God in such a way that the impression will
never leave us, but abide with us all through our life.
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Having spoken of the PAST, and having fixed the
mind and attention of Moses upon HIMSELF—the Triune
God—He now speaks of the PRESENT, and draws
attention to His OWN PEOPLE, and His compassion
for them.

" I have surely seen .... I am come down."

I am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly.""/ am come to deliver."

Moses himself is not yet in the picture at all. I have tried
to detach myself at this Convention, and to imagine
the Lord Jesus here on this platform, and looking at this
company of us His children, while we are saying to Him,
Lord Jesus, what is on Thy heart, what is on Thy mind
about us all?" Surely He would say, " My mind and
purpose is to lay the burden of My heart upon you." The
Lord is, of course, interested in us individually, but that

is not His main interest. Surely His main interest and
burden is His people as a whole: and fellowship with
God will mean that we, saved from ourselves and our
own concerns, will share Christ's burden with Him.

Moses had looked upon God's people, and Moses had
had compassion upon them, and Moses had tried to help
them and deliver them. The consecrated Moses—perfectly
genuine in his desire to help, had gone all out to do his
best! But now God speaks. God tells us of Idis com

passion, His power and His salvation, and God seeks to

bring Moses into fellowship with Himself. The Lord
Jesus once took His disciples apart, and told them of His
compassion on the multitudes,
" When He saw the multitudes, he was moved with

compassion on them, because they fainted, and
were scattered abroad as sheep havitig no shepherd."
He said," I have compassion on the multitudes." Beloved,
you and I need a mediator, not between you and God
only, you and I need a mediator between man and man.
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If we try and look upon the sorrows and troubles of the
world apart from Christ, it will only spell utter disappoint
ment, we shall give up in despair. Oh to be able to look
at men and women through Christ! That is the meaning,

surely, of a Missionary Convention. We have not just
come to this J.E.B. Convention (some have, no doubt) for
blessing for ourselves. This is not the ultimate purpose
of a J.E.B. Convention, I assure you. The Lord wants to
take you and me into fellowship with Himself, and He
wants to show to us His compassion for His people. Yes,

out there is Japan, some of us who have been out there,

and had the joy of winning souls to Christ, can visualise
it better than you can, and see little towns and villages,
where souls would be saved at the very first hearing of

the Gospel, souls literally sitting in the shadow of death,
many of them meditating suicide, and yet who, when saved,
will become jewels in His crown—not ordinary jewels.
There are thousands like that, and the Lord wants to

bring you and me into fellowship over those souls, souls
that would be aflame with God. That is the purpose of
this Convention.

God's speaking has covered the past and the present,
and now He speaks of the future ; God in His speaking
had manifested Himself, and had showed His purposes of
blessing to His people, and now He commissions Moses—
** Come now therefore and I will send thee unto
Pharaoh."

And again—

" Certainly I will be with thee."
How impossible it all appeared to Moses in the light
of His past experience, but the Lord who had diverted his
mind and attention from himself and his failures, and fixed

them on the wonders of His guidance and Providence and

power; and then on His own compassion for His people,
now commissions the fearful Moses, and promises His
abiding presence.
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I am sure when God speaks out of the fire to our

hearts, this is what we shall hear—a bidding to get done
with ovir own self-centred life; and a commission sealed

with that gracious promise, '* Certainly I will be with
thee."

I feel confident that this is the word that the Lord

Jesus would say to some of you young men and women
here to-day, a word of commission and then of promise,
based upon the revelation of Himself and His compassion.

Some of you are thinking," Yes, that is what He would
say to the younger ones amongst us, but we who are older,
how can we be so commissioned?

the dark places of the earth?

What can we do for

Is there no word for us, no

commission, no promised presence?" Yes, most certainly
there is. I suppose when the books are opened, we shall
discover that the most effective work accomplished in the

mission field has been done by the men and women of
prayer here at home. I know this sounds platitudinarian,

but it isn't. I could introduce you to souls here in England,
weak, frail, insignificant folk, as the world counts signifi
cance, mightily used of God in their service of intercession.

What then we are needing at a Convention such as
this is to be set free from ourselves, free from desiring

things for ourselves. Yes, even spiritual things. When

we were unregenerate we desired ever}'thing for ourself,
case, comfort, money, praise, popularity, etc., etc. After
we were regenerate we desired blessings, spiritual blessings,

largely for ourselves. The purpose of God's sanctifying
grace, however, is that we shall desire all for HIS S.AKE

—Christ shall take the place of self. " I" will be dis
placed as the centre of our desires as well as of our

and Christ enthroned, and then with all the drive of deep

desire, we shall desire everything for " His dear sake."
Hearing God's voice as Moses did out of the midst
of the fire, manifesting His Name and His boundless
compassion, will "burn up the dross of base desire " and

we shall be set free to serve in the liberty wherewith Christ
lias made us free.
89

*' Oat of the Midst of the Fire"

Will you then turn aside to see this great sight, why

the bush is not consumed, and why it is that even we can
say with St. Paul, " I have been crucified

with Christ,

nevertheless I live, yet not I but Christ Hveth in me, and

the life I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the

Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me."
If only these days we will turn aside to see, take time
and seek the Lord with all our heart, humbled by the

utter failure of our past endeavours, most surely God
will cause us to hear His voice out of the midst of the

fire, and will speak to us in some such fashion as He
spoke long ago to Moses His servant.
Mav it be so for His Name's sake.
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George S. Ingram, M.A.

Some four years ago, I was asked to take a series of
meetings at a large medical missionary institution in India.
The Principal who had asked me was on furlough, and
shortly after I arrived I was taken to meet the VicePrincipal, who was acting in her place. 1 had never seen
her before, but after a few minutes conversation 1 realised

that she was a person of remarkable spirituality, and in

particular I was struck with her exceptional power of
spiritual perception. As we talked I thought to myself, I
would like to find out how God had led her into this deep

spiritual life.

A day or two later, when an opportunity came for a
quiet talic, I said to her, " I wish you would^ tell me
how God led you into the fulness of the Holy Spirit." She
said, " I was a missionary out in Japan. I was doing
village work up in the hills, and spiritually 1 was very
dry. A notice came to me one day telling me there were

going to be meetings 'for the deepening of the spiritual
life.' It came from someone called Barclay Buxton, and
as I read that I thought to myself, that is what I

I want something for the deepening of itiy spiritual life.
She told me she went down to the Convention with great

dryness in her soul. Mr. Buxton was there, and Mr.
Hudson Taylor, and God gave her such a vision of Himself
through their lives that she started to seek God, and God
led her into a deep experience of the fulness of the Holy
Spirit. Her life was transformed.

I met her thirty years afterwards, and the fire of that
blessing was burning in her soul still. One Convention—
her life transformed—and then going on with God.
And some of us arc thinking," Now what is going to

happen after Swanwick? Shall I have to go back next
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jear to the Swan wick Convention to be wound up again
spiritually, and then again the year after that to have the
process repeated?" Thank God that is not necessarv. One

baptism with the Holy Ghost and witli fire, and then obeving
the laws of the Spirit-filled life, and we can walk on and

live with God, even if we never have the privilege of
coming to a Convention again.
Perhaps for the next ten years we may be out in a

spiritual Sahara desert, and there will be nothing out
wardly to help us, but there will be God with us, the
Iriune God, and His blessed Word, and prayer, and we
will go on growing in grace, and will walk up the mountain
with Him, and if we meet ten years hence, people will
not only see the blessing we received at Swanwick this
year, but will also see the marvellous grace of God in
our lives because God has led us on all the time, as we
obeyed Him, and had communion with Him. For anyone
who is wondering what is going to happen after Swanwick,
let us remember that God is sufficient for our every need.

I think there are two main laws of the Spirit-filled
life, which if any one of us obeys, there is certain growth,
and certain victory. There is certain victory, not
only in our own souls, which come first, but also in the
service God gives us. I believe the first law to be obeyed
in the Spirit-filled life. Is the law of having our Bible

reading and prayer morning by morning. I suggest to you,
friends, to make the study that I have tried to make no\t'

for some thirty years. When you meet any

man

or

woman of God who has a real touch of God on their

lives, and who has the power of God in their service, ask
them about their morning quiet time. I have never met
one such, who does not have a daily morning quiet time
with God. May God give us grace to keep our morning
time with Him.

A testimony one hears again and again when the Lord
sanctifies anyone is, " My Bible has become a new book
to me," and the reason is found in 2 Peter i. 21.
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" For the prophecy came not in old time by the will
of man : but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost."

We now have the Holy Ghost dwelling in His fulness
within our hearts, and He teaches us, and makes us
understand what He has written. It is so wonderful in
the early mornings to meet God through His Word. It

becomes the Voice of the Livinr* God to us. andThe glow
<5t Mis Word gets into our souls and wo start out on a
new day having heard His Voice, and wo then hnvp some
thing to share with others from it.

And then when the Holy Spirit fills us, prayer becomes
a new thing. We not only have the joy of prayer, but
we learn to pray, and to give more time to prayer. If you
ask some people to join you in an hour of prayer, they
wonder what they are going to do for all that time, but
when the Holy Spirit teaches us how to pray, sometimes
we get up from our knees after an hour or two, amazed
that the time has gone so quickly, as we have forgotten
time in the presence of God.

The blessing of the fulness of the Hnlv .Spirit makes
the Book a new Book, and makes pr.iyer a new thing.
The first law is having that quiet time regularly. ^ urge
vou, as T urge mvself, tn hold nn to it. for it seems to me
the Devil attacks us more here than anvwhcre elso. He
tries to rob me of mv quiet time, and 1 believe you will

find it so too. Let us hold on to our quiet time in the"
morning for Bible Study and prayer, liternllv as a diowning

man hangs on to a litebuoy when he ib going down for the

last time. _If we get slock about our quiet time. IctTiji look
qqt for ti^uMe, the beginning of the end is coming if
that goes. I believe ninetv-fivo ner rent, of the backsliding
Starts rigbt here in micclnft the cuiet time. Mav He give
you and me special grace to hold on to it.

For the second law in the Spirit-fillcd life, will you
turn to Acts v., 32, " The Holy Ghost whom God hath
given to them that obey Him." Now that G''>d has In
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His infinite mercy and love and goodness, led us into the
blessing of the fulness of His Holy Spirit, may He make
us very careful to obey Him. The safest standard that

I have found is to give God the benefit of every doubt, and

if we do that, God will keep us near to Him, and walking
in the light. It costs to give God the benefit of every doubt,
but if we want to live near to Him, and keep on growing
in grace, and walking in fellowship with Him, then let
us keep our quiet time in the morning regularly and obey
the Holy Spirit at any cost, giving Him the benefit of
every doubt; and I believe we are in for certain victory
all the time. Praise God for that.

Now for a few suggestions. Just a word about testify

ing. I do want to urge those whom God has led into
this blessing of sanctification, to start straight away
testifying to what God has done for them. The Devil
may say, " Wait until you see that it works." Do not

listen to him, but start telling in all humility, what God
has done for you; and if I may make a further suggestion,
I would say use Scriptural language when you tell about
it. When you want to tell how God has revealed to you
your sinful nature, turn to Romans 7. 20.

*' Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me."

y\nd then turn to 1 John 1. 7, and show the remedy.
The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us
from AH sin."

Tell how He showed you the power of the precious Blood
or Jesus Christ to cleanse your heart from all indwelling
sm. Testify alorig the lines of Scripture, and then we

shall be kept using the right words, and people cannot
catch up our phrases, but they will meet God through His
Word. If you and I keep testifying it will make other
people hungry. I believe that. Keep telling of what His
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grace has done for us, and then let us see that He

gets all the glory, and people will say in their hearts,
if not with their lips, " Oh that I could have God, as
that one has Him.

Oh if God would do that for me

We simply do not know what a testimony guided by the

Holy Ghost, and in the power of the Holy Ghost, will do
to make people hunger for God, and to convict them of
sin. We want God so to live in us that people may be
made hungry for Him. That should be one of our great
ambitions.

Another suggestion that I want to make is that those

wlio have recently entered into this wonderful blessing of

the fulness of the Holy Spirit should spend the itext six
months or a year in studying it very carefully and fully
in God's Word. In your quiet time in the morning take
your Bible and a note book, and start at St. Matthew's
Gospel and look up every mention of the Holy Spirit right
away to the end of Revelation. Then do the same fronj
Genesis to Malachi. If you have a Scofield Bible you
will Find in it a valuable chain of references on the Holy

Spirit. Go through the verses you have written down two

or three times, asking God to teach you about Mis
wonderful gift. Then collect together in your notclMX)k
those of the passages that have specially helped you, and
then pass them on to others as you try to load them into
this blessing.

When \ou have thus studied this subject, I would advise
\ou to get such books as " Helps to Holiness,""So Groat
Salvation," " Sanctification " and '* The Baptism of the
Holv Spirit," and studv them carefully with your Bible.
Those books are full of God's Word about this wonderful

blessing, and you will find the careful study of thent not
only a great help to your own soul, but you will also get
much help from them to pass on to others whom you are
trying to lead into Canaan.

As you thus, month after month, daily study this
blessing of sanctification from God's W«)rd, it will become
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a burning message in your soul, and you will be used by
God to lead others into it.

Along these lines there is a great lesson for us to learn
from the life of Moses. This wonderful servant of God

had one great consuming passion in his service for Jehovah,
namely that he might be used by Him to lead His people
into the land of Canaan. Moses poured out his life for
that one thing, that these people whom God had committed
into his charge should enter the land of Canaan, and the
yearning of my soul is that you and I whom God in His
mercy and love has led into that Land, should have nothing

less than a passion to be used by God to lead other people
m. I cannot understand how people who get sanctified

can be without this passion. If God has made this
blessing everything to you and me, if our lives have been
transformed by His cleansing and filling, how can we keep
quiet? My brothers and sisters, if we are not driven by
this passion, to be thus used of God, it seems to me that
something is wrong, radically wrong, with our spiritual

lives, and we should go alone with God and ask Him to
show Us how it is that we are content to be in Canaan

and not be trying to lead others there. Let us take the
message of Moses away with us from this Convention.

Then a word about

temptation. Every

converted

person will get tempted, but it is nothing to what the

Devil will do against the sanctified Christian the minute
that God, in His infinite mercy and love and compassion,
baptises him with the Holy Ghost. From that moment we
become and are a target for the artillery of hell. If you
and I want to go to Heaven in a bath-chair, never let us

seek this marvellous gift of the Holy Ghost, because if we
do we are in for a warfare with the Devil, such as we
have never dreamed of before.

From that moment the

Devil and all his forces have you and me as marked men
and women and he will tempt us sometimes so that we

hardly know if we are standing on our head or our heels.
I spealc from bitter experience.
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I want us to notice what happened when the Lord

Jesus was baptised with the Holy Ghost. In Matthew 4. 1.
we read

*' 'J hen was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilder
ness to be tempted of the devil."

No sooner had He received this wonderful baptism than
He went to have the greatest testing of His life up to
that time. Let us go away from Swanwick with our eyes

open, and let us realise that there is victory for us even
if the whole of the artillery of hell is turned upon us. How
did the Lord Jesus get victory? He fought the Devil
with God's written Word, and said '* It is written,"" It is

written." And if we fight the Devil with the promises
that God has given us, we too will have victory every lime.

Let us learn to throw the promises at the Devil, as we
throw a cricket ball, right at him. He will not stay, he
will bolt. Thus there is victory every time. God has
allowed me to prove it.

If you are seeking inward assurance having stepped
out on God in simple faith, knowing that He has cleansed
and filled you because He has promised to do so, as for
instance 1 Thess. 6, 23-4.

*• And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly;
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that calleth you,
who also will do it."

And if you said in the quiet of your own room, " Lord I
count on You to do this for me," and you know He has,
because He has promised, hut you have not inward
assurance; the Devil may come and say " Nothing has
happened because you do not feel anything." It does
not matter what you feel, but what God says: there Is
coming a time when He will give you the inward nssuranct

spoken of in Hebrews x. 14-16.
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" For by one offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified. Whereof the Holy Ghost
also is a vjilness to us."

I would urge each one of you who has sought this
cleansing and filling and obtained it by faith, to follow
hard after God until you get that inward assurance. Do
not be satisfied until in God's own time He gives you
the witness of the Spirit, that what you have taken by

faith has become yours in experience.
But suppose we are overcome by temptation and we
do fall into sin, what are we to do? God does not make
a programme for us in which He expects us to fall, but if

we do fall there is still provision for us. May I share a
verse with you which helps me very much and is one

of the precious promises in God's Word? 1 John 1, 9.
" If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just

to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."

If we fall into sin, do not let us stay there, but let us
fly at once to the Precious Blood, and there and then
ask forgiveness, and God will restore us into fellowship
again. Do remember 1 John 1. 9.

I want to give a word of warning on one other point.
If the Lord has sanctified us, we are going to have
to bear the

cross; we cannot

get near

to Calvary

without its shadow falling across our lives. There is a
price to be paid for living in the Land of Canaan. Will
you look at Acts 2. 12-13.

Remember that this was on the

Day of Pentecost, when the disciples had come to the
deepest spiritual experience that their lives had ever
known, that they had ever dreamed of. Of the people who
witnessed the results it was said

" And they were all amazed. Others mocking said,
These men are full of new wine."

How the disciples were misunderstood I They had been
baptised with the Holy Ghost and with fire, and people
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said " Why, they are drunk." And if you and I have
entered into the blessing of Pentecost, and by His grace

we testify to it, and people see the mar\'el of God's grace
in our lives, we are certain to suffer. There is no escaping

the cross. Those people were unconverted people, but it
hurts a hundred times more when some of God's own

children misunderstand us, telling us we are teaching Sinless
Perfection, that we are putting ourselves on a pedestal,
and trying to make ourselves out to be better than others,
and a hundred and one other things.

May I give one word of personal testimony. Soon after
the Lord in His goodness sanctified me, in my Cambridge
days. He allowed some of us to feel the shadow of the

Cross. Mr. Barclav Buxton came up to Cambridge, and
I told him of our difficulties. I expected sympathy, but to

my amazement he said, " Covet the Cross brother, covet
the cross." I had thought that the Cross was something
to put up with, but he said " Covet the Cross." May
God give you and me grace to covet the Cross, for then
we have fellowship with the Christ of Calvary. And there
is no escaping it if we want to live near to Him, and go

on with Him. But mark you this, if you and I are given
the privilege of sharing the Cross with Him, there will
come a day when He will pick us up and use us for His
glory.
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THE LORD.

A. Paget Wilkes, B.A.

You will remember that the subject of our Convention,

and more particularly of our morning Bible readings, is
Hearing the voice of the Lord.
Will you open your Bibles at Genesis xv., and we will
study an incident from the life of Abraham, the father of

the faithful, and the founder of the Hebrew race. As you

know, that race is the only one of all the races in the world
that can trace its origin back to a single historic indi
vidual. Abraham is the model of all true believing. We

will, therefore, look back to Abraham our father, " for
1 called him when he was but one, and blessed him and

increased him."—Is. li. 2, R.V.
If you read Genesis xv. carefully, you will find that

God, in response to Abraham's two questions, " What wilt
Thou give me?" (verse 2) and " How shall I know it?"
(verse 8), speaks to him in seven different ways. He speaks

by vision (verse 1), secondly by His Word (verse 4), thirdl)
by a sacrament—the stars (verse 6), fourthly

by

past

experience (verse 7), fifthly by blood—the blood of sacrifice
(verse 9), sixthly by great darkness (verses 12-13), and lasth
by FIRE (verses 17-18). And God still speaks to men b)
those very means to-day.
The chapter opens with, "After these things
word of the Lord came to Abraham in a vision."

the
After

what things?

God always has a time to speak, especially when He
has a particular message to bring. What were the things
that preceded this momentous interview, and so made

it possible for Abraham to hear the voice of God speaking
to him out of the midst of the fire?
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The story is told in the preceding chapter. It is u
story of devotion and self-sacrifice toward one wholly
unworthy of it; a story of self denial, of absolute refusal
to take any mercenary reward, a story of faith in

Melchisedek, and the message he brought from the Most
High God.
God had observed these things. Many a man and
woman fails to hear God's voice because of transactions

and doings in the past not yet put right or adjusted. Are
we clear in these matters, in things material?

Are ail

our money matters in order? As you will remember, the

Lord was often talking about money

and possessions,

their use and abuse, in His discourses and in His parables.

If ive are not right in these particulars, these practical
matters of our material life, we cannot expect to hear God

speaking to us out of the midst of the fire, about heavenly
things.

(1) God speaks by VISION. Gen. xv. 1.
How true it is that " where there is no vision, the

people perish." The promise on the day of Pentecost was

that young men should see visions. It has always been so
all through the ages. The word of the Lord came to
Abraham in a vision, and what a vision it was I " I am

thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward." Here is
one of the glorious present tenses of the Bible. "I ant,"
not "1 uHll be." It reminds us of the word spoken to
the elder brother in the story of the Prodigal Son. "Son
thou ART ever with rne, and all that I have IS thine."

The Father did not make His presence dependent on the

good behaviour of the boy. " Thou .'VRT ever with mo."

The pathos of it was that the son got nothing out of it
all. That presence was nothing to him ; there was no heart
of fellowship, no joy in that blessed fact—the abiding
conscious presence of his Father, but to the ear of Abraham
it was music indeed.

Here is the vision—God Himself

our great reward;—this is what I was speaking of yester
day. This is the very essence of heart purity—a heart free
from all desire for something for oneself.
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*' Where only Christ is heard to speak,
And He is loved alone."

A clean heart does not signify merely victory over
sin. That surely is the mark of the new birth. No, a
clean heart signifies the purification of all our desires, a
state wherein we desire, deeply, passionately, earnestly His
glory, His kingdom, His honour. Whereas before we had
a restless craving for something for ourselves, the Lord
Himself is now our goal, our aim and all our desire.
Has God spoken to us by a vision such as this?
(2) God speaks by His WORD. Verse 4.
When such a vision has been vouchsafed to us, we are

stimulated to pray. At once Abraham's faith leaps forth,

"What wilt Thou give me?" God answers him by a
word. " I will give thee three things—a land, a person
(a son) and a people. This is all very typical of the
Christian life. (1) A land of rest—a state of soul where
all our restless wanderings have ceased. (2) An indwelling
Christ, (3) and a multitude of spiritual descendants. A
full Christian life is made up of just these three things.
Just a word about this Land of Promise.

It is a land of rest, flowing with milk and honey, a

blessed state of soul that I have been describing to you,
that the Lord has promised. You say, " Oh that is what
I want, a land of rest."

" The land" is mentioned

nearly 600 times in the Pentateuch, that wonderful little

land, not as big as Wales. What streams of mercy, what
streams of blessing have flowed from that little land 1 We
are here because of it; this wonderful Book has come

from it; my Saviour came from it; all the blessings of
Christendom have flowed from it; the joy of the whole
earth has come from it; and it is yet going to be the
most wonderful land on earth.

I have not time to speak

of that particularly this morning. No wonder it is used
as a type of the Sanctification of the soul.

Then He said, '* I will give you a person, I will give
you a son Isaac (to us, of course, that means an Indwelling
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Saviour), and through Him I will give you a multitude of
descendants."

4;

(3) God speaks through a SACRAMENT, the stars.
Verse 6.

This wonderful promise of God is followed by yet
another voice. The Lord leads him out of his tent, and

shows him the stars of heaven, assuring him that his

offspring is going to be as multitudinous as the shining
lights of heaven. I like to connect this incident with

Dan. xii. 2," They that turn many to righteousness shall
shine as the stars for ever and ever." I also like to imagine

that it was at his tent door, at this time, that he saw

the" city which hath foundations whose builder and maker
is God" "coming down out of Heaven." Did he see the
stars grouping themselves into the shape of that great
city? Be that as it may, we read,

" Abram believed in the Lord; and He counted it to
him for righteousness."

That expression occurs seven times in the Scriptures, once
in this chapter, four times in Romans iv., once in Galattans
and once in the Epistle of James. " Abraham believed
God." .Abraham knew it, and God knew it. When a
man believes God in this sense, he knows it. and God knows
it. This is not a mere orthodoxy, not a mere assenting
to all the doctrine of orthodox fundamentalism, it is a
living faith.

Inspire the living faith,
That whosoe'er receives.
The witness in himself he hath

And consciously believes.

That kind of faith is not the hazy, lazy stuff that you

find so much of to-day, a faith that never does anything.
" Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him for

righteousness." It was not righteousness, but it was the
embryo, the seed of all righteousness; and as God looked
on that seed, God counted it as the real thing. Here is
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the true doctrine of imputed righteousness. *' Abraham
believed God, and it," that is (not the personal righteous
ness that Christ lived on earth for 33 years, and which is
supposed to cover us like a cloak), Abraham's faith was
counted to him for righteousness. The Bible doctrine of

imputed righteousness is, ucgatively, a non-imputation of
our sins and iniquities through His atoning blood, and
positively, a faith planted there by the Holy Ghost, a faith
in the Lord Jesus, that is counted to me for righteousness.
Don't go away, beloved, thinking that as you are enveloped
in Christ's personal righteousness, covering all your
deformities and defects, you need not be holy within. Don't
believe it for a moment. That is only a travesty of the

Bible doctrine of imputed righteousness.
Then follows Abraham's second question," How shall
I know it?" He wanted a seal to his faith.

He wanted

a real assurance, and this God graciously grants to him,
and so—

(4) He speaks to

him

by past EXPERIENCE.

Verse 7.

God reminds him that it was He, Jehovah, that had
called and chosen and led him out of Ur of the Chaldees.

He bids him remember. Surely He who has brought him

out will bring him in. He who has bidden him leave his
own land will give him another. This is deeply important,
to be assured that the God who has separated and brought

us out, is the very God who will and must bring us into
the Promised Land. One is the pledge of the other. It
is a great thing to sit down and quietly reflect upon our
past life, and all its varied experiences, and in doing so
to see God's guiding hand : to see what seemed to us mere

coincidences at the time, are really providences of God's
grace and goodness.
Still Abraham is not satisfied. He longs for a deeper

assurance than can be vouchsafed through vision and

word, sacrament and experience, and so it is that God
speaks again, and this time
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{b) He speaks through the BLOOD OF
FICE.

SACRI

Verse 9.

He bids him offer the very same sacrifices that were
ordained centuries later at Sinai—a fourfold type of the

great sacrifice Christ Jesus, as PeaceMaffering (Lev. 3. 1,
a heifer), as Sin offering (Lev. 4. 28, a she-goat), as

Trespass-offering (Lev. 5, 16, a ram), as Burnt-offering
(Lev. 1. 14, a turtle dove). Herein lies the great secret of
assurance. Abraham is bidden to

divide

the

victims.

Surely this speaks to us of rightly dividing the word of
truth—a clear understanding of the meaning of that mightj*

sacrifice—a spreading it before the Lord and pleading its
efficacy.

He scarce had done this before birds of prey came to

snatch them away. How true is all this also to experience.
When in faith there is a pleading of the blood of Christ,
the birds of unbelief are always on hand to snatch the

sacrifice away, for as we shall see later, it is only to this
that the witness of the Holy Ghost will be given. How
slow we are to understand itl Are we deeply convinced
in this matter, that here is the key to the whole situation—
the Cross of Christ? Are we desperately In earnest about
it? Is it a deep abiding conviction with us that the Holy

Ghost will only bear witness to that blessed sacrifice? It
is not our surrender, or consecration, that brings the Holy
Ghost into our soul. You cannot conceive the apostle Paul

saving—" God forbid that I should glory save in my
surrender to Christ," and yet it is of this that people to-

day are boasting and glorying in! No, Paul gloried only
in'the sacrifice, the sufferings of his Redeemer. And
this theme runs all through the Word of God.

The only blessing, and all the blessing that has come

to my life has come that way, not through some wonderful
act of consecration or surrender. No, No, a thousand times
No, but only through the Cross of Calvary, the sacrifice
of God's dear Son, whereby alotic I have been enabled to
yield all to Christ.
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(6) God speaks to him through DARKNESS. Verse 12.
The sun had scarcely set, the birds of prey had hardly
ceased to come, when a horror of great darkness settled
upon the Patriarch—a strange prophetic foreboding and
taste of the 400 years of bondage to be endured by his
descendants. In type he had to enter into their sorrow.

This I suppose is the experience of every one who has
sought and found a full salvation. How many have told
me that, after that they trusted God wholly, and claimed

the blood of Christ in all its cleansing power, they have
for the moment been almost overwhelmed with a horror

of doubt and darkness. God speaks to us even through
that. It was when the darkness fell upon Abraham that
God told him of the days of darkness, 400 years of them,
that his descendants would pass through in Egypt.
It is the same with us. God allows these experiences

to be ours, that we may be a help to others in after days.
And now:—

(7) God speaks by FIRE. Verse 17.
This is God's last word to Abraham.

He had driven

the birds away. The sacrifice lay spread out in the darkness,

when suddenly a flaming torch appeared, and passed between
the divided victims.

If the sacrifices had been devoured

and taken away, the flame of fire would never have
appeared, and the voice of God's covenant never been heard.

*' The God that answereth by fire, let Him be God." Here
once again we see the symbolism of God the Holy Ghost.
Here is the witness of the Spirit! Here is the assurance
that every earnest seeker longs to possess. In Jer. 84 we

read of the divided victims, and one of the parties to the
Covenant passing between the separated portions as a

solemn pledge that the terms of the covenant will be duly
observed.

But here it is different indeed.

Here God Him

self, the Holy Ghost under the emblem of fire, is the
guarantee that the covenant will be fulfilled.
" How shall I KNOW that the inheritance shall be

mine," cries Abraham. The Lord answers by fire, but may
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1 again remind you, it was a fire that passed between the
sacrifice.

Was it then that Abraham saw Christ's day and was

glad? Did he get a glimpse even now of what he must
have seen in fuller measure on Mount Moriah, when God

provided a Lamb for the burnt offering in place of Isaac
his son?

Christ's day, the day of which the Hallel (Ps. 118)
speaks, the Psalm sung by the Jews on Passover night,
the very words that the Lord Jesus sang on His way from
the last supper to His last agony. "This is THE day that
the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.

THE day that all Creation had waited for, the great day
of a world's Redemption. It is at any rate significant that
the words " Rejoice" and "be glad" are used alike in
Ps. 118. 24 and John 8. 66.

When the Holy Ghost bears witness in our soul to that

day, and that sacrifice, lighting it up to our hearts, we

know that it is the Lord's voice speaking to us out of
the midst of the fire. Assurance is ours. We rejoice
with jov unspeakable and full of glory.
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"TAKE FIRE."
James Cuthbertson.

'And it come to fass, that -when he had commanded

the man clothed with linen, saying, Take fire from between
the wheels, from between the cherubims; then he went in,
and stood beside the wheels.

"And one cherub stretched forth his hand from
between the cherubims unto the fire that was between the
cherubims, and took thereof, and put it into the hands
of him that was clothed with linen; who took it, and went
out."~~Ezek. X. 6,7.

I wish you could see these verses in my Bible. Almost
every word is underlined. Yet the words which impressed
me most were

" Take fire."

This fire is the fire of the Holy Ghost. In verses 1 and
2 we read of a man clothed with linen, who has received

fire at the Throne of Glory. What for? That it might
be scattered over the city. So we might read: "Take
fire, and scatter it over the city."
When Mrs. Cuthbertson and I left Japan in October
last, a large number of Japanese brothers and sisters
came to see us off. One of those Japanese brothers came

to me and said something like this, '* You are going home.

Tell them everywhere, revival has begun in Japan
and
he went on to say, " Take revival with you." In other
words, "Scatter fire." This is the Church's desperate

need to-day, men and women who, as they go about,
scatter, not dead ashes, but fire.

You remember that during the time of tlie plagues of
Egypt, Moses was commanded to take the ashes of the
furnace and scatter them; with the result that they
became boils and blains on man and beast.

There is a

tremendous lot of that to-day. In some of our preaching
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there is no blaze because the fire has gone out; there is

only the scattering of dead ashes, producing strife and
creating division. Now I know that as I say these
things to you, your heart is responding, and you are saying,
** Lord, I want to take back fire to our church, to our

meeting house, to those Christians." Let us learn how
it may be.

Here is a picture of the Lord Jesus in Revelation!
His face is shining as the sun in its strength, the
broad shining blade of the two-edged sword goes from out
His mouth, His hands are filled with stars. His feet, as
it were, are of burnished brass. He is a blaze of fire, a

pillar of fire. He is "the Man clothed with linen " spoken
of in Ezekiel. He went to the Father with one deliberate

purpose, to receive the Holy Ghost for the Church; and
because of this you and I have every right to the full filling
of the Spirit of God. It is yours and mine, purchased
for us by blood shed on the Cross of Christ. If only

you can exercise faith, the Fire is yours. God cleanses,
sanctifies and fills the beUeving soul. Now I want with

you to learn how we can get to that place where it is
the easiest thing to reach out one s hand and lay hold
of this gracious gift, thi.s Promise of the Father.
In Ezekiel viii., you will find four remarkable pictures.

God in vision brings before Ezekiel's eyes the desperately
wicked condition of the Temple, and the people of God.

First there is the Image of Jealousy at the entrance of

the Temple; then a hidden chamber, with a door to it

(hut a wall has been built over it to keep out inquisitive
eyes), and in that secret place all sorts of abominable
practices were carried on. Then a group of women,
weeping for a lost heathen deity," Weeping for Tammuz,"
and finally twenty-five of the elders, with their backs to
the Temple, worshipping the sun. Let us look at these
pictures one by one, and see what they mean to us.
(1) The Image of Jealousy is something which blocks
the entrance to God's Temple.

•• Know ye not that ye are the temple of God?"
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Something has usurped God's place. Or shall 1 say some
one has usurped God's place? The heart is a temple with
a throne in it, meant for the Lord of Glory, but selj

is on the throne.

Perhaps this explains your growing

powerlessness, prayerlessness and faithlessness. God can
not get in because the door is blocked by a figure, an

image, an idolatrous form which has taken God's right
ful place.

(2) A Hidden Chamber. The prophet says,
".So 1 went in and saw; and behold every form of
creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the
idols . . . portrayed upon the wall round about."

All kinds of creeping and slimy things were pictured on the
wails of the chamber. These are the imaginations of the

heart, things which the mind dwells on in secret. This is the
work of the Devil, leaving his slimy trail round that secret

chamber meant only for God. What poison issues from
a heart like this. The poison of slander, lying and bitter
criticism. "Creeping things" which feed on foul offal
and decayed matter, which draw their sustenance from
the corruption and evil of worldly practices, from worldly
literature and worldly pleasures. God, with His allsearching eye, can see on the walls of the secret chamber
of the heart the marks of Satan and the trail of corrup

tion, including "abominable beasts," such as hoggish
lusting, tigerish tempers and peacock pride, idols, money,
dress, property, praise of man; how are we going to deal
with these things? No one but the Holy Ghost and His
Fire can transform such a foul, vile secret chamber into a
home for our God.

But He can do it.

(3) " Women weeping for Tammuz." This was a
Philistine deity, a beautiful shepherd, killed by a wild

boar, worshipped on the second day of the fourth month,
with all kinds of obscene rites and ceremonies. Tears for

a lost love, a Philistine. This suggests a backward look,

longing for something once loved, and regretting that it is
lost. Have you ever done that? As you have passed
down the glittering highway of some city, and have looked
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at those sensational pictures of a moving-picture show, have

you ever thought," If I were not a Christian I could go
in there." As you have watched the world enjoying its

pleasures, has the thought ever arisen in your heart—" If
I were not saved!" "Weeping for Tammuz," looking

back regretfully just as Lot's wife did, regretting a lost
world, and a lost worldly life.

(4) The elders, uiith their backs tou<ards the Temple,
were worshipping the sun, which is the lamp of God, the
carrier of light, " the creature rather than the Creator."
What a description of many of God's children; even
elders, experienced and mature souls! One of the
most amazing things to-day is to see how doctrine is ousting
Christ. The condition of things in His day, when

He

walked the earth, is being reproduced before us. There
has arisen a Sadducean party which believes not in angels

or an inspired Bible, a vicarious Atonement, or a bodily
resurrection. There are others who, like the Pharisees,
think more of doctrine than they do of Christ, who will

fight for "fundamentalism " as for a shibboleth. Between
these parties walks the Christ, followed by a few sanctified
spiritual men and women, owned by neither party, and
facing a cross.

Have any of these words described " self" to you?
Thank God if they have. Just as God showed the prophets
has He shown \ou these things? It is His blessed process

of handling souls. First He shows them what is wrong, the
life overshadowed by self; the impurity and corruption
within their hearts; the regret in the secrecy of their mind

as they think of the departed world; and the sinful
confidence in the creature rather than the Creator.
Ezekiel 9 also contains the story of DESTRUCTION.

"And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up
from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold
of the house.

And he called to the man clothed

with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his
side; and the Lord said unto him, Go through the
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midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem,
and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that

sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be
done in the midst thereof.

And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye
after him through the city, and smite : let not your
eye spare, neither have ye pity :

Slav utterly old and young, both maids, and little
children, and women : but come not near any man
upon whom is the mark ; and begin at my sanctuary."
—Vs. 3^.

Here is a little group, one the Recorder, sent out on
a mission of destruction.

Between the revelation of sin

and- the receipt of the fire the Recorder must come, with

ruthless hand, bringing to destruction those things that
have not THE MARK. Everything has to be brought to
this test. Do they sigh and cry for the abominations
committed? Are there in that city those whose hearts

are Godward? Are there any who long for God and His

holiness? Put THE MARK on them, and slay everyone
else. Ruthless, yes, but God is out to purge His people,
that the Fire of the Glory of His Presence might glow in
them, and shine through them.
Let us bring our thoughts, conduct, possessions, and

friendships, one by one to this test. Do they in any sense
cry for God? Are they out for the glory of God? If they
are, you will find them with a blessed blood-red mark, the

sign of the Cross. And all the rest, in God's name, put
to death. "Slay utterly," is the divine command.
In 1919 I went back to Japan from France, with my
soul hungering for God, and shortly after we landed He
met me in a new way. By my bed-side one
morning I heard a voice which said,

Sunday

" But those mine enemies, which would not that I

should reign over them, bring hither, and slay before
mo."—Luke xix. 27.
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I knew what the Lord meant; and 1 turned to Him, and
said " Lord, I cannot," but as I said " I cannot," and

entrusted the business of slaying these enemies to the Holy
Ghost, I could almost see the Holy Ghost dragging out
of the depths of my heart things which " would not that
I should reign over them "; and I shouted, almost beyond

myself, "Away with them, crucify them."
I was preaching in Japan in one of our Japanese
Conferences, and after the meeting one of our evangelists,
a Korean, came and told me that some two years before

while preaching I said, referring to tlie Korean people,
"Perhaps I ought not to say Koreans, perhaps I ought to

say Japanese, they are all Japanese now." Christian though
he was, he was a Korean, a strong nationalist, and he said
to me," I hated you from that minute. 1 know we are
Japanese subjects, but we do not want to be. I have not

wanted to see you or hoar you preach since, but God has
shown me this is a thing to be put an end to, and I have

come this morning to kill it." We prayed and wept
together, and he slew that resentment that morning.
Friends, I have been facing a large
congregations during these past months, and
go, there is one thing 1 hear when I speak
amongst Christians. "That is just the case

number of

wherever I
of division
here." Oh,

this curse in the Church of Christ, the resentment, sus

picion, distrust, mutual coolness, criticism, misunder
standing and intolerance. Lord, have mercy on Thy people 1
What about you and your own personal acquaintances?

Is there any misunderstanding, or any resentment hidden in
your heart, any jealousy, any soreness for a wrong done,
any harbouring of an unforgiving heart? "Slay it
utterly," I beg of you. Would you know the baptism of the
Holv Ghost and Fire? Would you come to that place where
it is the easiest thing to lay hold of the gift of God? Bring
out these things that hide in secret places, sins unrcpcnted
of, h^Dowships brnUcn, unloving thoughts; bring them out
in the name of the Lord Jesus and put them to death.
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During the war, one of the men under my command
got hold of an excellent pair of field glasses.

I said

to him," You know you have no right to those." He said
" I bought, them." "How much for?" Sixty-five francs,

sir." I said, " Here is your money, give me the glasses."
I took them to Japan, but every time I picked them up,
there was one mark I could not avoid seeing. It was the
mark of Government property, and I had not bought them
from the Government. I placed them on my study desk, but
when I read my Bible, there with accusing gaze was that
Government mark. I got convicted about it, and sent
them back to the Government with a covering letter, telling
how they came into my possession, and that I had paid
sixty-five francs for them. I received an acknowledgment
of them, but no sixty-five francs! But I got much more
than sixty-five francs! I got a conscience void of offence
to the British Government. In other

words, I " slew

utterly."

Stop, think, and look over your own possessions. Is
there anything that is not your property? Is there some
friend you have wronged? Is there any letter that the
Holy Ghost is urging you to write? Is there anything in
your life that the Holy Ghost is saying should be got rid
of? . Yoo say, " Is this sanctification by works?" God

forbid. Sanctification and the Baptism of the Holy Ghost
are by faith, but you will never come to the place where
you can exercise faith until these things are adjusted.

This is the repentance which precedes faith.
A young girl who was saved in the Kobe Mission Hall

wanted to be baptised. She had one great problem, and at
last she brought it to me. What was it? It was her
mother's ancestral tablet, a memorial of her dead mother,

but it was associated with idol worship. That girl brought
the^ dearest thing she had in the world, and with a face
which has never ceased to shine since, went into the waters
of baptism.
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Like that girl, with strong heart, and with determined
win, whatever its value, however treasured its memories,
or whatever the voice of vour own personal convenience may

say, " Let not thine eye . . . pity," but slay it utterly.

" How can I slay these things?" Hand them over in
confession and surrender to the Holy Ghost, and He will
nail them to the Cross of Christ.

So that first there is the revelation of all the abomina

tion, corruption, self and sin within ; then the crucifixion,
and then what? Then Pentecost! Hallelujah! Then the
Fire!

Oh wonderful I

" Now the cherubims stood on the right side of the

house, when the man went in." Ezek. x. 3.
Glory to God," The Man went in." They stood there and
watched Him ascend, and In spirit they followed Him
as He entered into the Father's presence chamber.

Have

you seen Him, the Risen Christ, ascending to the Father's

presence?

What has He gone for?

He wont to receive

the Promise of the Father, the Word says so.

Who for?

For you and me, Hallelujah ! And He turns to you and
me and says, "Take Fire."

If all within you, by His grace, has been brought to the

cleansing blood, if you know that every enemy that resists
His control has been dealt with by the Holy Ghost, or
handed over to the Holy Ghost for destruction, does it not

sound blessedly easy to "Take fire "?
Oh the blessed Fire of God! There is nothing like it

in the world for making hearts one. It is answering the

Lord's prayer in John xvii. 21.
"That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us

Do you want to see His prayer answered? Reach out
the hand of faith and " Take Fire."
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A SPEAKING GOD.
A. Paget Wilkes, B.A.

We are continuing this morning our subject of the
Voice of God. I want you to turn with me to the Epistle
to the Hebrews; you know it is an Epistle entirely different
from all the other Epistles, because it has one main
subject running right through it, whereas the other Epistles
deal with many subjects. The subject is a speaking God.
" God, who at sundry times and in divers manners

spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son."

'\nd what has He spoken about? He has but one theme,
and though it appears in different aspects, it is one; it is
the theme of "So great Salvation."

In the third and

fourth chapters He calls it " The rest which remains for
the people of God." In the fifth and sixth chapters He
calls it Perfection," not Sinless Perfection, but Christian
Perfection. In the eighth chapter He calls it " The new

Covenant written upon the heart." In the tenth chapter
He calls it"Entrance into the Holiest," and in the twelfth
chapter He calls it"The Sanctification."

This then is the theme of the Hebrew Epistle. It is
of this that God speaks to us through His beloved Son.
Kindly turn with me to the 12th chapter, and there

we^shall find the Epistle closes as it began, with a speaking

The great commission to the Apostle Paul at his
conversion was that he should KNOW God's will, SEE

^at Just One, HEAR a voice from His mouth, and BE
His witness. To know and see and hear and be, this is
the sum of all true and godly living (Acts xxii. 14, 16).
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This is the conclusion of the whole matter, to hear
the voice of God speaking to us in His Son. Again the
opening cadences of our Epistle fall upon our ears. "God
hath spoken unto us by His Son .. . We ought therefor*
to give the more earnest heed . .. and fear lest a promise
being left us of entering into His rest any should come

short of it . .. for if the word spoken by angels received
a just recompense of reward, how shall we escape if we
neglect so great salvation spoken to us by the Lord."

In the closing chapter of our Epistle we are reminded
of the voice from Sinai (" the voice of words "), the voice

from Calvary (the "blood that speaketh better things "),
and above all, the voice of an ascended Christ (" the voice
of Him that speaketh from heaven ").

Surely the lesson which the heroes of faith have
instilled into our hearts, has been this, not only an obedient
response to the voice of God, but an immortal testimony

to us that faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by His
word spoken to our souls.

The closing message of the Hebrew Epistle, however,
is careful to emphasise that it is a voice from
heaven

to

which

Mediator of the

skies.

we

New

Blessed as

are

directed, even

Christ, the

Covenant, speaking from

were

His

words of

the

instruction,

warning, consolation, and grace upon earth, His voice
from heaven is fraught with a message more wonderful and

of greater power. Herein lies the secret of a living,
mighty, saving and sanctifying faith. The Holy Ghost in
urging us to listen to this heavenly voice, draws a striking
and vivid contrast between the old and the new, between

Sinai and Calvary, between the voice of words and the
voice of life, between the entourage of the law and the
environment of grace.

Before declaring what the message from heaven is, and
what its voice proclaims. He emphasises with intense
earnestness the only spot on earth where that voice is
audible.
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(I.) THE VOICE OF WORDS.

" Ye arc not come . . . to the voice o/ words . . .
which they that heard intreaied that the -word should

not be spoken to them any more."—Heb. xii. 18, 19.
No, we are not come thither to Sinai. That is certainly

not our objective; nor is it the place where in calmness

of soul we can hear the voice that speaks from heaven;
but we have come that way, we have passed bv Mount
Sinai. VVe most certainly have heard the thunder of the
mount. There at Sinai His voice shook the earth, and
all that was earthly in us; as with Isaiah when he heard

the cry, " Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts, the

whole earth is full of His glory, the foundations of the
threshold were moved at the voice of Him that cried," so,
too, has it been with all the saints of God. All of us

who have heard the voice of blood, and the voice of our
blessed Mediator speaking from heaven, have first heard
*' the voice of words" on Sinai's hill, shaking to their
very foundations all our self-righteousness and pride of
heart: so"fearful was the appearance" that, like Moses,
we have cried, "1 exceedingly fear and quake." The
more vivid and arresting this experience has been, the more
blessed and consoling has been the voice of Him Who is
our Advocate before the Father's face.

Has all that is earthly in us been shaken? Have we
heard the thunders of Sinai? Has the law, broken ten
thousand times, reiterated its powerlessness to help as well
as its determination to avenge? Then are we ready to

hear those other voices which bring pardon, purity, and
heaven to our souls?
(11.) THE VOICE OF BLOOD.

But ye are come . . . to the blood of sprinklinf^
that spcaketh." Heb. xii. 22-24.
I here is no more blessed word in the New Testament

than this. It is deeply important to observe its exact
phrasing, "Ye are come." There is no invitation, no
command, no entreaty here. We are not bidden to come,
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we are told that we are there.

It is a statement of fact.

" We," if we are true believers and children of God,
" ARE come," whether we realise it or not; whether we

have any conscious consolation from it or not, the fact
remains, " we ARE there." The way has been opened,

the place prepared. Redemption on Calvary is the great
accomplished fact of history. " Redemption ground," as

it has been called, is the place appoint^ for us to stand
and listen to the heavenly " wireless."
" We are come to the blood of sprinkling that

SPEAKETH." Alas! how many who theologually believe

in what they speak of as the finished work of Christ, never
still their hearts to listen to what that finished sacrifice

declares.

How often have we sought to

hear some

heavenly whisper, some voice of power from on high, in
spiring our hearts to believe God, spoken by the Ascended
Saviour and the ever-present Spirit? .Mas! we have
listened and waited in vain. Heaven seems to us a sealed

and silent place. We have turned away in sadness and
despair.

The cause is not far to seek; we have not sought first

to hear the voice of blood, that speakcth here on earth.

If the message of His blood is not reaching our ears, how
shall we hear the accents of His voice from heaven?

Yes, we heard it once long ago. It brought rest to
our conscience : thereby we had peace with God; but alas!
We have come to regard it as a thing of the past; important

then, when we were in despair because of our sins, but
not of much account to-day. We talk sometimes glibly, I

fear, of Christ's " finished work," but have we finished

with its glorious and blessed power? In the Epistle to the
Hebrews much is said of the " blood of Christ."

Its sprinkling upon the lintel and doorpost (xi. 29)
speaks to us of redemption, forgiveness and propitiation,
as also does I. Pet. i. 18, 19; Col. i. 20; Rom. iii. 26.

The blood upon the conscience (ix. 14) speaks

cleansing from dead works to serve the living God.
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The blood upon the people (ix. 19; Ex. xxiv. 6-8)
reminds us of our utter inability to keep God's covenant,
unless we are dead indeed unto sin.

The blood upon the book (i.x. 19) speaks of the death
of the testator, thus making it plain that the covenant, a
documentary deed between two living parties, has now
become a will, wherein all the possessions of the deceased
pass unconditionally to the legatee.

The blood upon the tabernacle and its furnishings
(ix. 21-23) speaks to us of the way into the heavens un
hindered by all the defiling accusations of the prince of
the power of the air.
Oh ! this sacred and solemn barrier of blood through

which no avenging angel can pass, and no fierce, vindictive
railing of the enemy can penetrate I
The question I would press upon you to consider and
answer before God is simply this, am I at this moment

consciously, experimentally, rejoicingly, tremblingly, and
yet believingly standing on Redemption ground?
I do not ask whether this is my orthodox belief, but
rather does the voice of blood cause itself to be heard in

my heart to-day, at this very hour? Am I standing on this
sacred spot? Am I expecting to hear the voice from
heaven

because, and only because I am standing here;

because and only because "the blood of sprinkling" is
speaking to my innermost soul better things than the blood
of martyrdom? If not, then I may cease to wonder why
voices from heaven seldom reach my soul.

(HI.) THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN.
Blessed indeed as the voice of His sprinkled blood has

been to our hearts, it is but a preparation for the hearing
of the voice of the living, ascended glorified Christ. " I
counsel thee to buy (yes, with the price of my most precious
blood) gold . . . white raiment . . . and eyesalve." This

voice of counsel from Calvary is followed by the voice of
His even better promises, the voice of the Risen Lord, '• I

will come in and sup"; and yet again of the Ascended
Lord, '* I will grant to sit with Me on Mv throne."
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The voice that speaks from heaven is the voice of the
" Mediator of the New Covenant," "the author and

perfecter of our faith," Jesus Himself, our risen, ascended,
glorified, and coming Lord of glory.
We do well indeed to take heed, lest we remain satisfied

with the voice of blood speaking here on earth, and fail
to catch the voice that spcaketh from heaven. For herein
lies the secret of a victorious faith, that dynamic of life

which can only spring up in our hearts, inspire strength and
enable us to follow in the steps of these ancient heroes, as

we hear, and receive, and take heed to the speaking of the
Christ Who is alive for evermore. This is the conclusion
of the whole matter.

The Epistle to the Hebrews has spoken to us of many
wonderful things, but here at its close we get a cryptic
epitome of its message. That epitome runs as follows :
"See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh. For if
they escaped not who refused Him that spake on
earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn
awav from Him that speaketh from heaven i Whose
voice then shook the earth: but now

He hath

promised saying. Yet once more I shake not the
earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet
once more, signifieth the removing of those things
that are shaken, as of things that arc made, that

those things which cannot be shaken may remain.
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve

God acceptably with reverence and godly fear." (Heb.
xit. 25-28).

This then is the voice from heaven. It first tells us
of REMOVAL, it secondly speaks to us of RECEIVING a

Kingdom, and bids those of us who ore thus mode kings

to become SERVANTS.

FIRST, IT TELLS VS OF A REMOVAL.
The passage as it appears in the Prophet Haggal can

only refer to that great and final removal of the heavens
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and the earth that now are, at His appearing; but as
quoted here, in the Hebrew letter, it can have no such sig
nificance: it is applied by the Holy Ghost to the individual
believer in his life here and now upon earth. The word
"Once more"signifies surely a second and deeper experi
ence of God's grace. The "voice of words" on Sinai's

hill has shaken within us all that is carnal, all our selfconfidence, self-righteousness, all our self-importance and
self-complacency, till we feared and trembled before a Ho!\God; but now the blessed voice from heaven tells us of

their removal. It is this removal, this taking away that
is absolutely essential to a life of faith. It is one of the
great words of Scripture, " I will take away." It is no
mere suppression, or counter-action, of an ever-present,

ever-abiding force of evil within us that God promises, but

a removal and taking away of all these things that hinder
us from exercising a victorious triumphant faith in the
Son of God.

1. "The Lord hath TAKEN AWAY thy judgments.

He hath cast out thine enemy"(Zeph. iii. 15).
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them

that are in Christ Jesus." (R.V.)
'* Neither do I condemn thee : go and sin no more."
Eternal praise be to Him Who hath justified us before

His face, through the removal of all our guilt and sin.
" When He (the Holy Ghost) is come He will convict the
world of . , . judgment . . . because the prince of this
world hath been judged." (R.V.)
2. "Thine iniquity is TAKEN AWAY and thy sin
expiated"(Isa. vi. 7, A.V. marg.).

When Isaiah, in agony of spirit at the sight of the
Holy Service of angel and archangel before the throne, cried
out, " Woe is me, for I am undone, because I am a man

of unclean lips," the seraphim, touching his lips with a
live coal from off the altar and saying, "Lo, this hath
touched thy lips," reminded him that his trouble was far
deeper than his Hps, in the conscience and in the nature.
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'• Thy sin is expiated," he cries, thy guilt is no more
imputed to thee, yea, and *' thine iniquity," the sin of thy
nature, that dread and awful thing that makes thy lips

unclean, •* is TAKEN AWAY."

Yes, the iniquitj- in

which we were *' shapen"(Ps. H. 5). The iniquity which

is not imputed to us (Psa. xxxii. 2). The iniquity which

was laid upon Him (Isa. liii. 6). Yes, that iniquity is
TAKEN AWAY.

3. " Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments
arid stood before the angel, atid he answered and spake
unto those that stood before him, saying, T.AKE AW.W
the filthy garments from him"(Zech. iii. 3, 4).
The lips of the prophet were unclean, but here is a
more fearful sight, the priest of the Lord standing in His
presence, not in the "garments of beauty " as ordained,
but in the filthy rags of self-confidence and pride. Silent
he stands: not a word escaped his lips. The great

adversary is at hand with his malign and awful invective.
But with him stands our Advocate with the Father, not only

to say to the accuser of the brethren, "The Lord rebuke
thee," but to command that the filthy garments be T.AKEN
AWAY, and then to add to the broken penitent these
words, " Behold I have caused thine iniquity to pass from
thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment,
garments made white in the blood of the Lamb, "garments

of praise," "garments of humility," garments of holiness
and love.

4. "I will TAKE AWAY the stony heart out of your

flesh and give you a heart of flesh"(Erek xxxvi. 26).
Can ought be worse than that which makes the
prophet's lips hypocritical, censorious and unclean? ( an
ought be more unsightly than the garments of pndo and
Pharisaism on the praying priest, whose npptnnted hBbihments are humility and praise as ho stands to minister

before the Lord? Yes! A King who once walked with
God but who now, with hands stained with blood and
heart full of adultery, has no eyes to weep, no bowels to
feel for those whom he has so fearfully outraged ond shun.
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His heart is of stone, hard and cold and dead. Have we
known nothing of this? Is it not true that the sadness
of the Man of Sorrows is but little to us? The miseries of

a creation groaning under the cruelties of him that was

a murderer from the beginning, have they not passed un
heeded before our eyes, and the lamentations of the multi

tudes in hell have they not fallen on deaf ears? Truly
our heart has been a heart of stone.

This heart of stone the Lord promises to TAKE
AWAY. This is His voice from heaven. In the "once

more" of the prophetic message, is signified the REMOVAL

of this thing revealed on Sinai by the "voice of words,"
and pardoned on Mt. Calvary by the "voice of blood."
5. " Their minds were blinded, for until this day
remaineth the same veil untaken away . . . nevertheless
when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be TAKEN
AWAY "(11. Cor. Hi. 14-16).
What can there be more dreadful than what we have

seen in prophet, priest and king, lips unclean, filthy
garments and a heart of stone? Can there be ought worse

than these? Yes, verily I The sin of unbelief. Fletcher
of Madelcy says of it, "Unbelief is a sin of so deep a dye
that the devils in hell cannot commit the like. Our Saviour

never prayed, wept, bled, and died for devils. He never

said to them, * Ye will not come to Me that ye might
have life,' . . . This more than diabolical sin is reserved
for thee, careless sinner." Here in our text it is likened

to a veil, and refers to the darkness and gloom that has
rested on the Jewish people for nearly two millennia,
causing them, yea! and us to commit every conceivable
transgression against the Divine Majesty and His unutter
able grace. But, thanks be to God, when "the heart
shall turn to the Lord," even this shall be TAKEN AWAY.
6. "I was left alone and saw this great vision, and

there REMAINED NO STRENGTH in me: for my
comeliness was turned in me into corruption and I retained
no strength"(Dan. x. 8).
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There remains yet one more thing to be removed ere
■we can RECEIVE a kingdom of righteousness, peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost in our hearts. Prophet, priest, king,
and people have declared unto us that not only does there
dwell within them no good thing, but that an evil heart

of unbelief, a heart deceitful above all things and desperately
wicked, a heart clothed with filthy garments and a heart

of stone, is all that they can find within them as inherited
from the fi rst Adam.

Here we read of a Prince, him who was head of all

the princes of Babylon, him who faced the lion's den and

the monarch's wrath, who feared, neither the world, nor

death, nor the devil, but God alone. At the sight of the
Christ in glory he falls as dead. AH power and might and
strength is TAKEN AWAY, that at His word he may
receive strength from above and power from on high, a
kingdom that cannot be shaken.
Every true Christian knows and acknowledges that he
is a weak and feeble person. How often do we hear the

expression thereof In prayer, as thoufth .t were a v.rtue and

a mark of humilitv. In fact, it is regarded almost as the

zenith of holy living, and quite enough to excuse us before
God from the possession of any more positive experience.

But with some, thank God 1 there is more. Not only

do they know and acknowledge their weakness : they /eel

it deeply and feel it till it becomes a pain, an agony. How
many have testified to this experience ere they have been
endued with power from on high. It is then that with
St Paul thev pass into the third experience, and cry, Wtth

joy I glory 'in niy weakness that the power of Christ may
make a tabernacle over me."

The removal of our own strength, the taking away of

our own power bv the Holy Ghost wherein we can positively

glorv and do it with Joy, is a vastly different thing from
that self-complacement, semi-despairing acknowledgment

ot weakness which we consider quite sufficient to excuse us

before God from being " strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might."
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Have we heard the Lord of glory thus speaking to
us from heaven the blessed word '* once more "? Has He

touched our eyes a second time and made us look up unto
Jesus the finisher as well as the author of our faith? If
we could retrace our steps and listen again to the voices
of these saints of old, every one of them would tell us

of the •' removal of shaken things " in their life before
t ey were able to do the mighty works of faith, which we
have been considering.
SECONDLY. THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN BIDS
VS RECEIVE A KINGDOM.

Thank God the "removal" of the shaken things is
not be shalvcn," for it is our Father's "good pleasure to

on y a preparation for "receiving a kingdom which can

give us the kingdom," a "kingdom which is within us,"
a
ingdom which is righteousness and peace and joy in
the Holy Ghost."

The Crucified Saviour bids us come unto Him and
Himself pro-

f'-'L'i
* • white
raiment
. . and
eyesalve ":
ait , love and• hope;
pardon,
purity.and
heaven.
The Risen Saviour, standing at the door, promises to
come m and sup with us as He did with His frightened
o owers when He rose from the dead long ago.

But tl^ Ascended Christ bids us come up and sit with
throne, even as He is set down with His

throne,ofthe
throne oftheChi
ist our
great
eIc isedec, the throne
intercession,
throne
of glorv,

that we may be with Him where He is and beholding His
^
^ ^"^tiged
into the same image from glory to glotv.
. ..
purpose of receiving such a kingdom, we are
o , IS that we may serve our God acceptably with godly

®
strange that kings should serve? Verily nay,
,jP
of akings
and and
Lordbyofserving
lords took
upon
Himself the form of
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He reigns
for ever in the hearts of men.
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s
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And now as we close, let us ask ourselves, have we

heard the voice of the Spirit, that

heavenly telephone

speaking to our hearts, bidding us listen for corroboration of the message to the Divine gramophone, the record
of the written voice, God's eternal Word?

As like St. Augusine of old, we hear the voice, Tollc

et Icge, do let us, "take and read." Its instructions,
exhortations, warnings, and its promises all declare the
same blessed message: " Examine yourselves whether ye
be in the FAITH." " Without FAITH it is impossible to

please God." "Ye are saved by FAITH ";"purifying
our hearts by FAITH"; "that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit bv FAITH ";" We walk by FAITH
and not bv sight "; "'this is the victory that overcometh

the world, even our FAITH"; "Only
J
"Thy FAITH hath saved thee"; "Thy F.MTH hath
made thee whole ";"Take heed lest there be in any of you
an evil heart of UNBELIEF ";"O woman, great is thy
FAITH "• " He seeing their FAITH said unto the sick

of the palsv. Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven
thee "• " Blessed is he that hath not seen and yet hath
BFTTEVED";" Said I not unto thee that if thou wouldcst
BELIEVE, thou shouldest see the glory of God."
These and many, many more such heavenly echoes

reach our hearts, telling us once more that "all hc.ycn
is free plunder to faith." and urging us ever onward to
forget the things that arc behind, so that in this our day,
the only day we shall over have of trusting our God. and
proving His faithfulness, love and power by faith, we may
mi«js the glory to be revealed, not disappoint Him Who

LeUrfor us to satisfy His heart by our alTectionate

confidence in His wise and loving will. Thus shall we be
to sav with St. Paul,"I have fought a good fight

and finished my course. 1 have kept the FAITH."
Hallelujah, and again Hallelujah!
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Rev. James M. Pollock, M.A.

" Unite my heart to fear Thy name."—Psalm LXXXVI. 11.

This is a brief, but very suggestive prayer. It
mentions two secrets of a holy life. The first secret is

Ik
u Spirit in any life, is
one of the
of
the Holy
a tender,
holysure
fear marks
of God.
Ve read of the early Christians that they

Walked in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort
of the Holy Ghost."

If we would know the comfort of the Holy Ghost, we must
have also a holy fear of the Lord.

The second secret is whole-lieartedness in God's service,
that IS, a heart wholly and entirely the Lord's.
of God teaches us that there are three
possible conditions
of the human heart. You may have

an unconverted heart. Secondly you may have a converted
o a divided heart, and thirdly you may have a heart
that is wholly the Lord's, a sanctified heart, a heart filled
with the Holy Spirit.

First, there is the unconverted or merely [natural

man. ^ He may be a moral man, he may have very excellent

?h at)
^ but so long as he is unregcnerate
^ religious man
nottoforget
he is(dodead
God
things of God. He is described thus in
I Cor. n, 14.

The natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him."
And if there is anyone here in that state I want to say
a word to you. You need the Lord Jesus as your Saviour.
ou need to see that apart from Mlm you are a lost sinner,

dead m trespasses and sins; but thank God He is waiting
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to receive you, and if you turn to Him and trust Him,
He will pardon you and give j-ou the Holy Spirit, and
then you will have what 1 want to speak about next, a
converted or a renewed heart.

The renewed heart is one that has received the Lord

Jesus as his Saviour, Into the heart has come the
Spirit of God, the light and the life of God, and a
tremendous change has taken place. The Holy Spirit
speaks of it in II. Cor. V. 17, R.V.
•' If any man be in Christ, there is a new creation."
A new creation, something created by the Spirit that was
not there before. God wants to recreate him until
he is altogether a new creation. To be right through
and through is a new creation. Why? ^ Because
until that person is sanctified—and you might say
to me," What do you mean by that word?" 1 mean

until that person's heart is thoroughly cleans^^ from sin,
and filled with the Holy Ghost, it will be a divided heart,
there will be there what the Old Testament truly describes
as" A heart and a heart," a double heart. We also read
in James I. 8,

" A double minded (or double hearted) man

is

unstable in all his ways."

If you are an unstable Christian, it is because you have
a double, a divided heart.

I want by God's help to make this plain to anyone who
may be puzzled as to what we mean by sonctification.
There are two powers within the heart of the regenerate

person and these powers are so real that it sometimes may
seem as though tlvTC were two dilTercnt persons in one
person one making you want to love God, and another not

letting'vou do it and bringing you into bondage.

The

heart is divided, and there is a condition of war from time
to time in that heart, what the Scripture colls " war in
your members." Now there are many Christians who

Lach that this divided, unrestful condition of the heart

must go on all through life. There is never any deliverance,
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.vou have to do the best you can with it, and keep down
that evil power so far as possible. You cannot expect to
get deliverance here. Well, I only want to say what is
in the New Testament. I am willing to be corrected if
I say anything that is not in keeping with what is taught
there. This state of continual war within is not what our

Saviour taught. One of His first invitations was—

" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest."

This is the first rest of pardon and peace, and then there
IS a further rest—

*' Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I

am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls."

The Lord Jesus never said," War I leave with you." No I
Peace I leave with you. My peace I give unto
you."

And to make them doubly sure, before He had finished

speaking to His disciples in the Upper Room, He said—
*' These things I have spoken unto you, that in
Me ye might have peace."
He meant what He said.

I want you to notice next that the writer of this 86th
fsalm did not believe that this divided heart was to go
on for ever. He was evidently conscious that there was
something wrong within. I do not see how he came to
pray this prayer unless he was conscious of a divided

heart within him : he was not at rest; and so he cried :
"O Lord .. . unite my heart to fear Thy name,"

and yet he was a converted man, he was a Godly man.
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Look at the second verse—

" Preserve my soul; for I am holy." (I am one
whom Thou favourest.)
"O thou my God, save Thy servant that trusteth
in Thee."

What does that verse tell us? It tells us that the Lord was

his God. I think he meant when he said "I am holy"
that he was dedicated to the Lord, given to Him. And he
trusted in God. *' Thy servant that trusteth in Thee."
These are some of the marks of a converted man, and in

the third verse we read that he prayed daily.
" Be mercaful unto me, O Lord : for I crv unto Thee
daily."

He was a man of prayer in that sense. I do not think

unconverted people pray daily to the Lord, do you? Then
he had found already a wonderful experience of the

saving mercy of God. In the fifth verse we find that he
had found out this :

"Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and
plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon
Thee."

And again in the thirteenth verse—

"For great is Thy mercy toward me; and Thou hast
delivered my soul from the lowest hell."

He knew the mercy and the goodness and the grace of
God, and yet he felt there was something wrong with him.
He felt that his heart was not wholly right with his God.
He cried.

"O Lord . . • . unite my heart to fear Thy name."

The Apostle Paul once had a divided heart.
For the good that I would I do not: but the evil
which I would not, that I do." Rom. vii. 19.

A divided heart! He had two contending principles, as It

were, within him. He had war in his members, for he
said—

81

6

A Uniltd Hearl

'* But I see another law in my members, warring

against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members."
" Who shall deliver me?" Rom. vii. 23, 24.

We ought to be thankful that the Spirit of God inspired
His Apostle to give us this piece of personal testimony,
because he reveals here the secret of a divided heart.

I

want you to get hold of that. He says the root cause of
a divided heart, "a heart and a heart," is indwelling sin.
He tells us plainly, I am in a divided condition of soul.
If I want to do good, something compels me not to do it.
I hate something else, and yet I am compelled to do it.
I have war within me. He says the cause of this is

indwelling sin.
So I want to say, until your heart is cleansed, there

is in that heart a power that is yet to be dealt with by the
grace of God and the mercy of God. You may not realise
this. Numbers, I fear, do not realise why it is they fail,

why it is they have this conflict within. Paul says
"Indwelling sin " is the reason. Indwelling sin shows
itself in very many different ways. It shows itself
sometimes

in

what

the

Scriptures

call "carnality,"

spoken of in 1 Cor. 8. This makes even Christian people
censorious, jealous, and given to strife. Have you any of
these things in your heart? Or it may show itself in
envy, ill temper, inability to get on with people in your

Church, or in your home, or elsewhere. Or it may show
itself in that awful spirit of bondage that the Apostle has

just been speaking about, the desire to do the will of God
and the inability to do it.
It may appear in some
indulgence of the flesh.

It may be some secret sin

that you have wept over, that you have struggled with,
that you have prayed over, and yet it overcomes you still.
It may, of course, take the form of worldliness, the love

of pleasure. I am afraid that love of pleasure in these
days is capturing the hearts, it may be, of tens of thousands
of God's people. They seem at times to prefer the pleasures
of the world rather than Divine pleasure. But if you
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have your heart cleansed these other things lose their at
traction for vou.

Or indwelling sin may show itself in the love of money,
the love of ease, the lack of spontaneous joy and liberty
in God's service. I want to point out that these are only
symptoms, and if you only deal with tlie symptoms, you

are not going to get deliverance from the cause which is

"sin in the heart." Charles Wesley, in one of his
wonderful hymns for *' believers seeking full redemption,"
gives us a picture of sin in the heart.
"Thou art darkness in my mind,
Perverseness in my will,
Love inordinate and blind.

That always cleaves to ill;
Every passion's wild e.\cess;
Anger, lust and pride thou art
Thou art sin and sinfulness,
And unbelief of heart."

All these things may not appear in your life, but some may,
and the root is" Indwelling sin."
A divided heart is an unsatisfied, an unrestful
heart, and it means more or less an unfruitful life. Wc
would not say the Christian with a divided heart does not

bring some fruit to God, but the effectiveness of his testimony is hindered. You know one of the charges the

** man in the street" makes against Christians in the
churches is that their lives are not according to Christ's
teaching, that their lives are not so much dilTerent from

their own, and so they are ineffective in their witness.
We have a very striking illustration of this in the
case of Lot in Sodom.

The Word declares ho was

"a righteous man," and yet vou know that when
he went to speak to his sons-in-law to tell them to
flee from Sodom he seemed unto them as one thot mocked.

Genesis xix. 14. They might well have said,"Then why
didn't you get out of it long ago?"
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I once heard of a converted girl who thought she could
keep up dancing in her Christian life, and thought it would
be a good opportunity of speaking to her partner about
his soul, but her partner turned to her and said, "Then
what are you doing here?" What a rebuke I
Again a divided heart hinders the prayer life. It is
difficult for one occupied with his own failures and sins
to have the heart and time to pray for others. Then there
is another, a solemn aspect of it, it means unreadiness for
the coming of the Lord.
" Be diligent, that ye may be found of Him in
peace, without spot, and blameless."

More than all these things, an uncleansed heart is depriving
our Blessed Lord of glory, of joy, and of rest in us. The

Lord Jesus died not only that *' we might be forgiven,"
"He died to make us good." In Eph. v. 25, we find the
Apostle writing—

" Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself
for it:

That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word

That He might present it to Himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should

be

holy

and

without

blemish."

The Lord Jesus died for that, and you and I sometimes
sing—
"Love so amazing, so divine.

Demands my soul, my life, my all,"
and yet we carry about with us a divided heart, partly the
Lord's and partly given to sin. Surely every Christian
here wants to have a united heart, a cleansed heart, a
Spirit-filled heart, a sanctified heart; and thank God, you

can have it, dear friend. The Lord Jesus is in our midst,
and if you want this blessing, you do not want it more
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earnestly than He is willing to impart it. Oh these evil
hearts of unbelief to doubt a love like Hisl

'* He is able

to save to the uttermost all them that come unto God by
Him." He is able to save, not only from sin's guilt, but
from sin's power, and sin's pollution, He is able to deliver
from sin now.

And I want by God's help to emphasise this as I
close. One of the beautiful names of the Lord Jesus Christ
is that He is " the Mediator, and Surety of the New
Covenant." By His death He has mediated a way for
sinners to come to God. And He has become our Surety'.
If we enjoy any blessing whatever from God, forgive
ness of sins, the new birth, the assurance of ever

lasting life, or any other blessing in our life, it is because
God is dealing with us under the New Covenant.

The

trouble is we may only take a part of it instead of taking
the whole of it. So I want to read to you the promises of
the New Covenant again in Ezekiel 36, verse 25. It is one
of the fullest statements of the New Covenant given us
in the Word.

"Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and
ye shall be clean."

I believe that is the water of His pardoning word, that
very same word with which He cleansed His disciples in

the Upper Room, from the guilt, the dominion and the
penalty of sin.

Now comes the second blessing.
"From all your filthiness, and from all your idols,
will I cleanse you."

And then follows the inward renewal of the Holy Ghost in
the heart—

" A new heart will 1 give you."
There is far more in that new heart than perhaps some
of us think. It is not only a clean heart, not only a God

fearing heart, but it is a loving heart, a believing heart,

a rejoicing heart, a praising heart and a thankful heart.
"A new spirit will I put within you."
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A new spirit, a contrite and broken spirit. And then—
** I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.
And I will put my Spirit within you."
Then comes the walk :

"And cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall
keep my judgments, and do them."

That is how we get a united heart. That is how God deals
with indwelling sin, and sets us free. Please notice the
" Alls" in this passage. "All filthiness "—all that is
impure in God's eyes. Notice there are seven " Alls ".
And this salvation is by grace—that is the New Covenant.
He does not lay down any hard conditions that you have to

fulfil before He is ready to bless you. No, there are seven
unconditional promises to the believer. God says," I will"
also seven times, i.e., ** I will not only give you the bless
ing, but I will prepare your heart to receive the
blessing." As I understand this wonderful Covenant
of

Grace

He

does this

when

you

come to

Him,

and ask Him and trust Him to do it for you and in you.
There is, thank God, a Throne of Grace, a Throne of

Mercy, and on that Throne is the Mediator and the Surety
of the New Covenant, ready to pour His blessing into the
heart of the humble and obedient seeker.

So I ask any who mav have been convicted through
God's Word, of a divided heart, to come afresh to the Lord

Jesus, not only as your Sin-bearer Who bore your sins,
but as your Sin-bearer Who bore your sin to the Cross.

He is willing to impart the fruit of that blessing to you
in heart cleansing by the power of His Precious Blood,
and then having cleansed your heart, to come into it by

the Fulness of His Spirit, and make real to you all these
blessings of the New Covenant.

I do want to stress that point. It is as true for
sanctification as for salvation. Some of us would despair

of the blessing if we had to prepare ourselves for it. God,
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by His grace, works that preparation in the seeking soul.
Bring your heart as it is, with all its sin, its shame, its
hardness, its rebellion, and anything and everything else
that is wrong with it to the Saviour. Ask Him to come
into you as the Mediator of the New Covenant, and do

in you what He has promised to do, cleanse you inwardly
and fill you with the Holy Spirit.

Some years ago it was my privilege to hear the late
Bishop Moule give his testimony to Full Salvation. He
was at that time Principal of a Theological College in
Cambridge, and in the course of an address he was giving
—he told how in that very meeting place, some years

before, God had met and searched him, and shown him
the deep need he had as a Christian to be cleansed and
filled with the Spirit, and he told us how he went into the

fields nearbv that night and walked up and down, and
sought the Lord until he was, by God's grace, able to
trust the Saviour to come in and bring deliverance and
freedom from sin.

He has given his testimony in one of his beautiful
hymns. I close with two verses, and may some soul
here to-night look into the Saviour's face and pray «
prayer like this:—

"Come in, O come! the door stands open now;

I knew Thy voice; Lord Jesus, it was Thou;
The sun has set long since: the storms begin :
'Tis time for Thee, my Saviour, to come in.
*' Come, not to find, but make this troubled heart
A dwelling worthy of Thee as Thou art;
To chase the gloom, the terror, and the sin

Come, all Thyself, yea come. Lord Jesus, in."
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THE FULNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
George S. Ingram, M.A.

^ My subject this evening is the "Fulness of the Holy
Spirit,'and I want, by God's help, to share something
with you from His Word that means very much to my
own soul, something that has meant everything to my
own spiritual life.
HE SHALL SAYE.

Will you open your Bible at a, very familiar passage.

Matthew i. 21.

s»

"And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt

call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people
from their slnsx"

This passage tells of a spiritual experience in which many
if not all of us are living and rejoicing. We know
the wonderful joy of sins forgiven. We know what it
is because of His infinite grace, to have the Lord Jesus
as our personal Sin-Bearer and Friend.

Oh what it means

to you and to me to know that we are children of God,
that by His grace, we fallen men have our names written

in the Lamb's Book of life! These are realities to you
and me, and if I were to come round to each one of you,
and say " My brother, my sister, are you converted? Do

you know your sins are forgiven?" you would say,
" Thank God I do." From the depths of your heart you
would respond to that question.
But it is not only through God's Word that we know

that our sins are forgiven. Perhaps we came to the Lord
through some precious promise like John vi. 37.
" Him that cometh to me I will in

no wise cast

out."

But in addition to that, either at the time or later on, we
have experienced the truth of Romans viii. 16.
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" The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit;
that we are the children of God:"

And now in the very depths of your heart and mine there
is that inward assurance that the Lord Jesus is our Sin-

Bearer. We know it, first by faith in His Word, and
then secondly by this inward assurance which means so
much to us, so that we have a double proof.

I want us to get dear on this point of knowing that
we are saved, and rejoicing in it, and not to mind saying
publicly, fearlessly, that by the grace of God, and by His
grace alone, we have this wonderful salvation.
HE SHALL BAPTISE.

And now with that certainty of salvation ringing in the
depths of our souls, let us turn back to Matthew iii. 1, 2, 11.

" In those days came John the Baptist, preaching
in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, Repent ye:

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
I indeed baptise you with water unto repentance:
but he that cometh after me is mightier than I,

whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptise you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire."

" He (the Lord Jesus) shall baptise you with the Holy
Ghost, and with fire."

This tells of another blessing. The first verse we read.

Matt. i. 21, told of the blessing of the forgiveness of sins.
That blessing is ours, through the Cross of Christ, and
we thank God for it. But this verse tells of another

blessing, as definite, as real and as personal. Look again
at that verse, Matt. i. 21: it says
"He shall save his people."

Isn't that beautifully definite? How definite God is when
He wants to bless us! And now in Matt. iii. 11 we find
another "He shall" equally definite, equally real, ei^ually

personal;"He shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost and
with fire."
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God's Full Salvation, I say it reverently, is something
like a shilling. It is made up of two si.xpences. The
first sixpence in that Full Salvation is the forgiveness of
sins, usually spoken of as conversion, or being born again ;
the second sixpence is the baptism of the Holy Ghost; and
together they make Full Salvation. In theological language

the first sixpence is Justification, and the second sixpence
is Entire Sanctification.

Some six or seven years ago I was at a Theological
College giving a Bible Reading on the Baptism of the
Holy Ghost. I used this simple illustration of the two
sixpences, and afterwards I asked the students to take the
passages which we had been reading together, and go away

and prayerfully study them. About two years later I was
in India, up in the hills, where about a hundred students
come every year for language study. One Sunday morning,
as we were coming away from the service, a young fellow
came up to me with a radiant face, and asked me if I

remembered visiting their Theological College. I said I

did, and he reminded me of this illustration of the shilling
and two sixpences. He said. " I came away from the
Bible Reading saying, I have the first sixpence but not the
second. I went away with those passages and looked them
up, and for days I studied, read and re-read them.

God

showed me that though I had been converted, I had never
received the Baptism of the Holv Ghost, and I started to
seek God earnestly; then I grew slack and busy, and I

forgot all about it. A little later I went home, and Mr.
Charles Inwood came to speak in our town. I went to
the meeting, and he spoke on the same subject, and there

God led me in to this blessing of the Baptism of the Holv
Spirit." His face was radiant, his life was radiant. He
had received the other sixpence, and a new day had dawned
for him.

I long, more than any words of mine can express, that
everyone here may be made quite clear by the Spirit of
God about two things. First, with regard to the first
sixpence; do we know without anv doubt that our sins are
RO
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forgiven? Then with regard to the second sixpence; are
we absolutely clear as to whether or not we have received
this Baptism of the Holy Ghost? If we have not, may
we be shown clearly that we have not, and may God
create in us such a hunger for Himself and His fulness
that we shall seek Him until He baptises us, everyone,

with the Holy Ghost and with fire.
A FOURFOLD RECORD.

We have seen how St. Matthew records John the

Baptist's prophecy of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.
Now let us como on to Mark i. 8.

" I indeed have baptised you with water: but he
shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost.'
And then Luke iii. 16.

'* John answered, saying unto them all, 1 indeed
baptise you with water; but one mighlier than 1
Cometh, the latchet of whose shoes 1 am not worthy
to unloose-, he (the Lord Jesus) shall baptise you
with the Holy Ghost and with fire.
Then John i. 33.

" And I knew him not: but he that sent me to

baptise with water, the same said unto me. Upon
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and r^
maining on him, the same is he which bapliscth with
the Holy Ghost."

I want to ask you to notice two things with regard to
these four references in the Four Gospels. The ""t is

that we find this wonderful prophecy of the Baptism of the

Holy Ghost told of in each of the Four Gospds. H

it had been recorded only once m this blessed Book, it
would be enough to set us seeking till we receive; but
when God's Holy Spirit has taken such cnre to put it
into each Gospel, surely it means that God wants us to
realise the importance, the tremendous importance, of this
blessing- and He wants to make sure that we do not
miss seeing and hearing of this wonderful gift of the Holy
Ghost.
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The second thing I want you to notice is that in two
places we have these striking words
** And with Fire."

Do you and I know experimentally anything of the mean-

mg of those solemn words "and with fire"? In my

Cambridge days I remember Mr. Buxton saying"We need
a fire that burns up sin, that burns in us continually, that
a fire that burns up, and burns in and burns on." We need

burns on into other lives, and right on into eternity. That
»s what the Baptism" with the Holy Ghost and with fire "
^n mean in your life and mine. Are we prepared to
lace up to all that this"fire" may mean in our lives? If
so, then let us claim this Baptism, and there will be new

joy in the heart of our Heavenly Father, and others will
leel and see the result in the earthen vessels of our lives.

Now we have seen that this wonderful blessing of the
Baptism of the Holy Ghost was foretold in the Four
Gospels. But it is not only in the Gospels that we hear

of It. Will you turn to Acts i. 4, 5.

"And (the Lord Jesus) being assembled together
with them, commanded them that they should not
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of
the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me."

Here it is the Lord Jesus Himself Who is speaking. Can
we not see Him telling His disciples of this wonderful gift
He was going to send?
"For John truly baptised with water; but ye shall
be"

Again how blessedly definite He is I

" Ye shall be baptised with the Holy Ghost not many

I

days hence."

The Lord Jesus Himself speaking I Oh how we ought to
listen when He speaks!
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THE PROMISE FULFILLED.

And now will you turn on to Acts li. 1-4. We have had the

blessing foretold; we have heard the Lord Jesus reiterate
it, and now in Acts ii. 1-4 we read how the blessing came—

how the Blesser came—for the Holy Spirit is a Person.
*' And when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
they were all with one accord in one place.

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as

of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting.

And there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost."

Just as He was promised, so He came. And I want you
to notice that word in the fourth verse, that little word
ALL. It has been such a comfort to me.

'* They were

all filled." I want to share that conifort with you. We

know there were about 120 of the disciples, seeking,

hungering and believing for the coming of the Holy Spirit.
In that upper room there must have been young and old,
there were probably educated and uneducated; there may
have been rich and poor, and we read "they were all
filled." Isn't it wonderful? God

has no favourites.

What He gives to you. He means me to have. What He

gives to A., is also for B. This blessing is not only for
great leaders in God's Church; no, it is for ordinary people
like you and me, blessed be God.
I want to stress that point, because the Devil comes

just here and robs some of us of God's best. He says,
'* It is not meant for you, but for So-and-So," that is one

of his lies. The Devil tries to put up scarecrows to frighten

people off, and to prevent them from getting their share
of Pentecost. He frightens people off, just as a fanner puts

scarecrows on his land to prevent the birds from taking the
seeds away. He says "Yours is a special temperament,

yours is on artistic temperament.
So-and-So, but not for you."
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Don't let anyone believe the Devil's lies. "They were
oil filled," and that all should include you and me. God
has His share of Pentecostal blessing for each of His
children. Praise God for His infinite goodness and mercv.
Now we have seen how the Holy Spirit came, in ful
filment of the Promise.
THE SWITCHBACK LIFE.

Next let us turn to Romans vii. 15.

I want us to

notice this verse carefully.
"For that which I do I allow not."

That is the experience of numbers of Christians all the
world over. *' For that which I do I allow not." There

are certain things which perhaps some of us are doing
which we know to be wrong. We know they are things
God does not want us to do, but we keep on doing them.
We say " I know it is against the will of God, 1 know
it grieves God, but I keep on doing it; I have no power
to help myself."
" For what I would, that do I not."

And that also is true of many Christians the world over.

"For what I want to do, what I know I ought to do as
an out-and-out follower of Jesus Christ, that do I not."

I know that I ought to love God's Word, and love prayer,
and have that quiet time with Him morning by morning;
but I only have it sometimes, intermittently, and when
I do, it is more of a duty than a ioy. Is that true of your
life and mine? " For what I would, that do I not." We

know we ought to have a constant, burning and passionate
love for souls, but we have not.

Perhaps we hardly know

of anyone whom we have been used to bring to God, or
even to have some share in bringing.

We know we ought

to be soul-winners. We see that others have this privilege

and joy, but know little or nothing about it ourselves. We
know we ought to have a fearless witness for God in our
home, in our business, and as we move about, but we know
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that fear of man is eating out the very core of our spiritual
life, and is ruining it. " For what I would that do 1 not."
And if some of us are honest, we must finish this verse

as part of our testimony,
" But what I hate, that do I."

It may be that some of us are doing things in our spiritual
life which we hate doing, and hate ourselves for doing.
What a wonderful mirror God's Word is! We read it, and

it is just like looking into a glass. We see our own lives
as we read that verse in the presence of the Holy God.
Is it a picture of your life or mine?
Now read the 18th verse,

"For I know that in me (that is, in my fle^)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with
me; but how to perfonn that which is good I find
not."

I believe that in that verse we have one of the most vivid

pictures of a powerless Christian life. Oh, the wail that
is going up from numbers of us Christians " how to
perform?" The will is present, but how to perform? Is
that wail going up from your heart or mine, "how to
perform?" Is your life or mine a powerless Christian
Oh that the Spirit of God would search our hearts, and
show them to us as He, the Holy God, sees them.
Is the 19th verse also true of you or me?

"For the good that I would I do not: but the evil
which I would not, that I do."

It is the old story of the 15th verse over again.

In those three verses, 16, 18 and 19, we see the fruits
of an unsanctified spiritual life. It is the picture of a
switchback life. We go up and down, like a switchback
railway, up and near the Lord, down in awful defeat. Ihen
perhaps we go to some meetings, and we begin to go up
and start our quiet time again, and then we go down again,

and lose our touch with God. God and we get separated,
and the close walk is gone. Then up again, and so it
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goes on up and down, up and down. Is that a picture of
your hfe or mine? There are some of us who have a
Chnstian life like the chart of a fever patient. You know

how that goes up and down. Does that describe your

iiie or mine? There are some of us Christians who have

a life like an eight^ay dock. We get wound up at a
Convention or a series of meetings, and our Christian
hfe then goes all right, but after a time we run down,
and have to wait till we get back into a spiritual atmosphere
or go to a Convention, and get rewound, and then we run

on again, for a time. Does that describe your life or

mine? Oh, God can change all that. He can change it
tor you and me. He has something better than that for
us. Blessed be His Name.

Six or seven years ago, when I was going to India,
our course took us past Stromboli, and we arranged with

the night watchman to call us when we were nearing it.
About two o'clock in the morning we were roused, and out
we rushed, and there we saw before us this wonderful and
never-to-be-forgotten sight. There was the mountain, and
at the top was the fire. In the pitch dark we could see the

glow, and as we watched, again and again a great burst of
lava came up and flowed down the mountain. We were

thrilled. It was on fire all the time we were approaching
it, and as we passed it; and then we watched it fading
away in the distance, and we could see it was still on
fire. My friends went back to their cabin, and I lingered
to talk with the night-watchman. I asked him, " Is
Stromboli always on fire?" He answered, " I have been

backwards and forwards seventeen years; I was torpedoed
here during the War, and I have never seen it anything
but on fire." I thought to myself, what a picture of the
right sort of spiritual life. And if you and I will let God
baptise us with the Holy Ghost and with fire, His fire will

burn up, and burn in, and burn on, right on into eternity.
God wants so to baptise you and me with the fire of the
Holy Ghost, that He can send us into the ice-houses of

spiritual indifference, and instead of those ice-houses freezing
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our spiritual lives, He burning in us can melt them and
set them on fire too. God wants so to fill us with the

Holy Ghost, that He can send us out into the deserts of

indifference and formalism, wherever we may find them. In
family or church or surroundings, and instead of their
parching us and drying us up, He flowing through us will
transform those same deserts into veritable Gardens of

Eden. (See John vii. 37-39. Ezekiei xlvii. 6-9.)
So it will be that as He sends us up and down the
world, souls will get blessed all along the road because
through us they have come in contact with the burning

fire and the life-giving water of the Holy Ghost. That is
God's plan for you and me.
THE CAUSE OF FAILURE.

In Romans vii. 15, 18 and 19, we have seen the
fruits of an unsanctified life.

In the 20th verse we see

the cause of the root of such a life.

" Now if I do that I would not, it is no more 1
that do it, but SIN that dwelleth in me."

When you and I were born, we were born with a sinful
nature, and as we grew up we began to commit sins. Then
one day we came to the Lord Jesus, and He forgave us

our sins, and we went on in the joy of His salvation. It
may be that since then God has been showing us that
there is something wrong, and that we are living a switch
back spiritual life. Now God's Word says plainly that
the cause, the root of the matter, is that sinful nature
with which we were born, here described as "sin that

dwelleth in me." (Romans v. 12-21 and vii. 20.) And if
God can deal with that, then a new day can dawn in our

spiritual lives, that will be to His glory; and it may be
done here and now. Blessed be God!

Before we go further, let us examine more closely what
the Word of God teaches about •' sin that dwelleth in
me." Look at Romans vii. 21.
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•• I find then a law, that, when I would do good,
evil is present with me."
What is this "evil "?

It is the- *' sin that dwelleth in

me" of the 20th verse. In the 22nd verse we read,

" For I delight in the Law of God after the inward
man

*• The inward man," i.e., that spiritual nature which He
implanted within us when we were converted.
Verse 23.

" But I see another law in my members, warring

against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin whloh Is In my members."

i.e., once again, the " Sin that dwelleth in me" of the
20th verse.

I want you to notice those four words, " warring
against,""into captivity." They tell of a spiritual experi
ence that many a Christian knows to his cost. In the
old days one of the great purposes of a fortress was that
from it an attack could be launched against the enemy.

What happens if civil war breaks out in that fortress?
All the strength and time is spent in trying to quell the
war within, and there is no strength or time to fight against
the enemy without. That is a picture of many a spiritual
life; there is so much internal conflict because of "sin

that dwelleth in me," that there is little time or strength

to be used in the great warfare for God and souls that
is going on all round. Many of us Christians are content

to spend our time in a spiritual Convalescent Home, pro

vided we get to Heaven at last, instead of marching to
Heaven in a mighty victorious army, fighting for God
and fighting to win souls. Is not that true? Is there
anyone here who is in the condition described in this
23rd verse of internal " warring

against," and being

brought "into captivity "? If so, they will understand
what follows in the 24th verse,
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"O wretched man that I am!

WTio shall deliver

me from the body of this death?"
When God opens our eyes, so that we see our sinful
nature, we cry out, "O wretched man that I am," and
we also cry out, " Who shall deliver me?" Turn for a
moment to Ezekiel xxxvi. 31.

" Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and

your doings that were not good, and shall loathe
yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and
for your abominations."

"Ye . . . shall loathe yourselves." Only those who have

known something of what conviction of indwelling sin is,
can understand the deeper meaning of those words. May

God, if it is necessary, in His love and goodness and mercylead us into the e.xperience of that 31st verse, because we

have seen a vision of the Holy God, and as we have
seen Him and something of what sin cost Him on Calvary,

We see sin in ourselves. Let us stop comparing ourselves
with other Christians, and let us ask God to reveal His
holiness to us, that we may compare ourselves witli HIM,
and then we shall be on our faces before Him under deep
conviction of sin.

Let us turn back to Romans vii. In the 16th, 18th

and 19th verses we have seen the fruits of the unsanctified
life.

In verse 20 we have seen the root, and thank God, He

does not leave us there.

In the 25th verse He shows us

in Whom the cure is to be found.

" I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Can't you hear Paul saying "Hallelujah! there is
deliverance in Jesus!" That is the message for you and
me. There is deliverance, perfect and complete, in and
through the Lord Jesus.
GOD'S REMEDY.

Now the question is, how may that deliverance, the

cleansing from "sin that dwellelh in me," be yours and
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mine? If you will turn to Acts xv. 6-9, we will read

how this blessing may be ours. They were having a
council meeting in Jerusalem, and we read this:—
" And the apostles and elders came together for to
consider of this matter.

And when there had been much disputing, Peter
rose up, and said unto them. Men and brethren, ye

know how that a good while ago God made choice
among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should
hear the word of the Gospel, and believe.

And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them

witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, esen as he did
onto OS

[and we know how God gave the Apostles the fulness of
the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost]

"and put no difference between us and them, purify

ing (or, as the Revised Version has it, cleansing)
their hearts by"—feeling?

no! "CLEANSING

THEIR HEARTS BY FAITH."

And if you and I want our hearts cleansed from sin that
dwelleth in us, there is no other way but by simple faith.
I want to stress this point, for it is just here that
the Devil makes some of us miss God's best.

Perhaps we

have been thinking that the way is by consecration. It
does not say that here. It does not say "cleansing their
heart by consecration." We may consecrate and consecrate
ourselves, and it never gets us anywhere, because that is
what we do ; but when we have faith in the Blood of Jesus
Christ, it is not what we do that counts, but what He did;
there is all the difference in the wide world between the

two. May God open the eyes of every one of us to see
that it is by faith that we receive cleansing from indwelling
sin.

Let us remember, however, that while this blessing
is received by faith, and by faith alone, there may be
things in our lives which God must first deal with, before
we are in a position to exercise that faith—restitutions that
100

The Fulness 0/ the Holy Spirit

may have to be made—wrongs that we may have done
which must be put right—controversies with God that we
may have had for years which must cease. Are we so

hungry for this blessing that we are prepared to let
God deal with us in any way and to any extent, if only
He will baptise us with the Holy Ghost and with fire?
This willingness is in no sense a substitute for faith, but
without it we cannot truly believe. There can be no real
trust in God while we are clinging to known sin. But
given this willingness, which after all is but being honest
with God, it is by faith and faith alone that we receive
the blessing.
But faith in what? That is a very vital question. The
last clause of I. John i. 7 tells us what to put our faith in.
" And the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from ALL sin."

Notice again that wonderful word ALL. And with your

finger in that will you turn back to Romans vii. 20.
" If I do that I would not, it is no more I that do
it, but sin that dwelleth in me."

Here is God's diagnosis of the disease, and in I. John i. 7
we have God's remedy,
"The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us
from all sin."

Let us believe God's Word and step out on it at once in
simple faith.
CLEANSING AND FILLING.

I want us to notice that in this wonderful blessing
of Sanctification there is both a negative and a positive

work of grace to be done. The negative work is cleansing,
the removing of"sin that dwelleth in me"by the precious
Blood of Jesus Christ. In the physio.nl world there can
never be a vacuum. So in the spiritu.nl realm there is
never a vacuum in the heart that is cleansed "from all

sin" in the precious Blood of tlie Lord Jesus; it Is
instantaneously filled with "all the fulness of God "
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(Ephesians iii. 19), and if we turn to John xiv. 16, 17, and
the following verses, we shall see the positive side of this
blessing.

" And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever

Let us cling to those two precious words"for ever." This
is not a passing blessing. As long as we *' trust and obey,"
obedient to the Holy Ghost day by day as He leads us
on, this blessing is"for ever." Is the Devil worrying you
as to what will happen to you after Swanwick, if you
let the Lord baptise you with the Holy Ghost and with

fire? It is "for ever," if we obey His laws.
" Even the Spirit of truth ; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth

him : but ye know him ; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be IN you."
Notice that little word '* IN "; God's provision for the
cleansed heart; God the Holy Ghost in all His fulness
indwelling your cleansed heart and mine. Is not that
wonderful?

But it is true.

Now the 20th verse.

"At that day ye shall know that I am in my
Father, and ye in me, and I IN you."
Notice the word " IN " again. " I in you." The Lord
Jesus indwelling the cleansed heart in all His fulness.
The 23rd verse:

*' Jesus answered and said unto him : If a man love

me, he will keep my words; and my Father will

love him, and WE (the Lord Jesus and God the
Father) will come unto him, and make our abode
with him."

God the Father dwelling in all His fulness in the cleansed
life. Oh, I pray that God will reveal the wonder of those
passages in this chapter to every one of us. When God
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first showed me this, my soul was awed, my head bowed
in worship. If it were not in God's Word, we would not
dare breathe it, but it is true, and it is here for you and

me, ordinary followers of His; the indwelling Holy Spirit
in all His fulness, the indwelling Lord Jesus in all His
fulness, the indwelling Holy Father in all His fulness. And
so St. Paul, who knew the mind of God as few have
ever done, could write to his Ephesian Christians, praying

" that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God."
(Ephesians iii. 19.)

What a wonderful light these words throw, as we have
seen, on the verses we have been studying in John xiv.

So then cleansing is the negative side, filling with all
the fulness of God is the positive side, of this wonderful,

transforming blessing of sanctification, the Baptism of the
Holy Ghost.
THE RESULTS.

(1) HOLY LIVING.

And what will be the results? There will be two main
results. First there will be holy living, and second there

will be spiritual service. Will you notice that order. Holy

living first and then spiritual service.
Some of us think that the greatest thing is, what shall
we do for God? I do not believe that is true as God sees

things. I believe that what we are to God is of even more

importance to Him than what we do for Him. He is
seeking fellowship with us, and holy living is the thing
that He values first and most.

Will you turn to I. Peter i. 16 and 16,
" But as He which hath called you is holy, so be
ye holy."

And with your finger on that, turn to Isaiah vi. 1-3.
" In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and
his train filled the temple.
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Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six.

wings; with twain he covered his face, and with
twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.
And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord of hosts : the whole earth is full
of his glory."

Oh that we may get a fresh vision of the holiness of God!
It seems that those heavenly creatures, sinless, spotless, who
are

nearest to God Himself, do not spend their time

speaking about the love of God, wonderful as that is,
or the power of God, great as that is, but because of their
nearness to God, they are consumed with the thought
of the holiness of God.

I believe that one of the acid tests of how near you
and I live to God, is how much we realise of the holiness

of God. They who live so near Him cry "Holy " to the

Father," Holy"to the Son, and " Holy " to the Spirit.
Now turn back to I. Peter i. 15, 16.

" But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye
holy in all manner of conversation;
Because it is written. Be ye holy; for I am holy."
And as we read a command like that, in human language

we say "That is impossible, that I, an ordinary follower
of Jesus Christ, should live a holy life, as he is holy.
Impossible!" And in our own strength it is utterly

impossible, but when God gives a command He always
gives the enabling. And when into the cleansed heart
the Holy Spirit comes in His fulness to dwell and live
His life, and the Holy Lord Jesus comes, and the Holy

Father comes,—the Holy Triune God—to indwell these
earthen vessels of our lives, living the holy life of God
through us, then even this terrific command can become
true day by day,
" Be ye holy; for I am holy."

If you look up at the electric light, is it the glass that

gives the light? Not a bit of it. It is the electric light
inside the glass. You never go into a room and say
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'' What a wonderful glass round that electric light "! The

only time you notice the glass is when it is dirty. But you
do go in and say," How beautifully tliis place is lighted
up!" What a picture this is of the Holy Triune God

living His life in a cleansed heart. People see the holiness
of God through us, and are attracted not to us but to

Him, and are made hungry for Him.
(2) SPIRITUAL SERYICE.
Notice the word "spiritual." So much of our

Christian service is in the energy of the flesh. Some of
Us work very hard for God, and there is very little genuine
spiritual result, that is going to stand the test of the
fire. So much of our service is carnal and is going to be

burned up with the wood, hay and stubble of I. Cor. iii. 12,

but one of the results of this blessing of Sanctificotion is
that from the day that we enter in, our service becomes
spiritual in a new wa}'.
What makes the
John vii. 37-39.

difference?

Will

you turn

to

" In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus

stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him
come unto me, and drink.

He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath sold,
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that
believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost
was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet

glorified."
"He that believeth (simple faith) on me, as the scripture

hath said, out of his innermost being (os my friend
Robert Wilder has translated it) shall flow" a fftVfefe of

living water. Friends, If it was even written like that, it
would be a miracle. If God deigned to let n trickle go

through our life, people would be blessed, and He would
be glorified, but it does not say that a trickle shall flow.
A river of living water. Think of a river such as the

mighty Mississippi with its vast volume of water. If God
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could make such a river of blessing flow through our
hearts, what blessing to souls it would bring and what
joy to His heart. But it dees not say "a river," it says
"Rivers of living water."

When we are sanctified, it is no longer you and I working
for God, but God flowing through us.
" Channels only, blessed Master,
Yet with all Thy wondrous power
Flowing through us. Thou canst use us
Every day and every hour."
Vou and I have known lives just like this. Wherever they
go something happens for God. If they go on a railway
journey, they find someone to talk to about the Lord. If

they go and stay on a visit, someone in the house gets
converted, and so on. That is the sort of way God wants

to flow through your life and mine. We have seen how this
blessing can be ours, through simple faith in the Precious
Blood. If there is one longing heart for the baptism of the

Holy Ghost, this wonderful blessing of Sanctification, I
would urge you to go alone with God, and to take some
promise from His Word. May I pass on to you the promise
through which God led me into this blessing. It was
1. Thess. V. 23 and 24. Take this promise or some other,
but above all ask God to give you from Himself the
promise that He wants you to rest on. Get anchored to

God through His Word, through His promise, and then
in simple faith ask Him to fulfil it in your life.
Let us just look at the promise I have referred to above.

" And the very God of peace sanctify yon wholly;
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it."
Here is a big work of grace, this is what we want, and
this is what God wants to do for you and me.
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The very God of peace sanctify yon wholly "
"Who also will do It."

Notice the definiteness. " Will do it"; will

do

what?

*' Sanctifiv you wholly." I would like you to take that
promise, or one like it, such as I. John i. 7,
" The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from ALL sin,"

and in simple faith ask Him to do it in your heart and
life, and he will.
INWARD ASSURANCE.

When you have asked God to cleanse your heart from
all sin, believe that He has done it. The Devil may come

to you the moment you trust God in this way, and tell
you that nothing has happened because you feel nothing,
but don't believe him ; that is one of his many lies. Remem

ber that your heart is cleansed from all sin, not because
you feel it or do not feel it, but because of the power

of the precious blood of Christ to do for you what He says
in His Word He will do. that is to cleanse you from all

sin. As you keep trusting God through the promise He

has given you from His Word, He will in Mis own good
time give you the inward assurance that what you have
trusted Him to do has been accomplished. We clearly
understand what it is to have inward assurance that we
are converted. We have it clearly stated in such a passage
as Romans viii. 16.

*' The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God."

Any truly converted person knows in the very depths of
his soul that he is a child of God. Ttie Spirit of Giy!

has taught us that, according to Romans vtil. 16. In just
the same way the Holy Spirit hears witness with our

spirit that we have been sanctified. Hebrews x. 14, IB
clearly teaches us this great truth.
"For by one offering he hath prrfectetl for ever
them that are sanctified. Whereof the Holy Qboit
also is a witness to us."
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God may give us the witness of the Holy Spirit that He
has sanctified us the moment we trust Him to do it, or He
may keep us waiting for that witness. The time when we
receive from God this clear and definite inward assurance
of Sanctification is for Him to decide as He sees best. The
time between the act of faith, when a soul trusts for this

blessing of Sanctification, and the time when God gives the
inward assurance is a critical period. It is often during
this time that the Devil in a very special way turns the
artillery of Hell upon a soul and tries to make it doubt
God s faithfulness to do what He has promised. At this

time there is often a very severe fight of faith. Victory
comes through resisting the Devil with the promise that

God has given us with which to trust Him for cleansing.

Every time the Devil attacks us with doubt, let us hurl
the promise at him as we would throw a cricket ball, and
we shall e.Kperience certain victory every time. The Devil
cannot stand against us if we light him with the written

promises of God. I am speaking here from personal experi
ence. Never had the Devil so tempted me to doubt God,
as when He gave me grace to trust Him to sanctify me
wholly according to His promise in I. Thess. v. 23, 24.
Before I had risen from my knees he attacked me, and
day after day as I waited for God's inward assurance that

He had cleansed my heart from all sin, the Devil again
and again attacked me with doubts that nothing had
happened, because I felt nothing. And every time, God
enabled me to hurl that promise that He had given me at
the Devil; and every time, he left me, defeated by the

Word.

And then in God's own time came His deep

inward assurance that He had cleansed my heart from all
sin, and filled me with His Holy Spirit, and that inward
assurance has remained with me through the years as a
very precious possession.

A simple illustration may help you with regard to
inward assurance.

Imagine you are using a camera for taking snapshots.

To take the photo you press the button. You then take.the
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_ film to a shop to be developed, and after a few days the
prints are sent you. When was the photo taken? when
you pressed the button, or when you received the photo

back from the shop?

Of course, the moment you pressed

the button, that instant was the photo taken. And so it is
with regard to the blessing of Sanctificatlon. The moment

we trust God to sanctify us. that moment He docs it,
though He may see fit to keep us waiting for the inward
assurance. But if we keep trusting Him it will come,
and come for certain.
SPIRITUAL THIRST.

Now that we have studied in God's Word this wonder

ful blessing of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit—the blessing
of Sanctificatlon, let us remember that God will never

force Himself into any life. If we are not hungering and
thirsting for God we shall miss God's best, but if we arc—

all the blessings of Heaven are for the hungering, thirsting
and believing soul. Blessed be God for that. '1 he Lord
Jesus Himself said Blessed are they that hunger and
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled." In
Isaiah xliv. 3, God says

"I will pour water upon him that is thirsty."
God does not say here, I will pour water upon him that is
clever, or him that is rich, or on the great athlete. If God
had made a condition of that sort, many of us might have
been excluded from this blessing. But, blessed be God,
He says " I will pour water upon him that is thirsty.
When God offers a great spiritual blessing, it is always
on conditions that you and I, ordinary people, ran fulfil.
A little child of two or three days old, of a day old. con
thirst and drink, and that is all that we have to do,
and drink. We cannot make ourselves thirsty, but we can

ask Him to make us thirst for Himself. Let us ask Hlni
to do this, with all our heart.s, and if wc really mean It,
He will.
The verse goes on to say

" and floods upon the dry gninnd."
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God wants so to pour out His Holy Spirit upon us in
Pentecostal fulness that not only will our lives be flooded

by Him, but that there will be a great overflow through
us to others.

Let us therefore ask God to create in us a Divine thirst

for Himself, and He will do so; if we thirst and believe,
Pentecost will be ours.

'

A PERSONAL TESTIMONY.

May I close with a word of personal testimony? The
reason why this message of Sanctification is such a burden
upon my soul, is because for ten years I was a Christian

without knowing anything about this blessing. During that
time I never heard of it.

At the age of about thirteen, God In His goodness saved
me, and for the next ten years, at school and at Cambridge
I was known as a Christian. During the Long Vacation,
at the end of my third year at Cambridge, I helped in a
C.S.S.M. at Llandudno, and there God brought me in touch
With a life which was different from anything I had ever
seen. A life that seemed to know nothing of the fear of
man. A life that showed the humility of Jesus A life
with a passion for souls, and through which the power
of God flowed unhindered. God used that life to make me
hungry. And after living with that man for about a week
and closely watching him, one day I followed him to his

bedroom, and asked him the secret of his life. He opened
up God's Word to me, and showed me how God wanted

me to live a holy life, and pointed me to I. Peter i. 16,
"Be ye holy, for I am holy."
'
My friend said to me that if I really meant busi
ness, he would advise me to pray for three things.
First that God would give me a hunger for a greater
blessing than I had ever had before. Secondly that
He would give me a vision of my sinful nature as

He saw it. And thirdly that He would give me a vision
of the Cross of Calvary, and what it cost Him to get me
my salvation.
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As 1 prayed earnestly for these three things, God's Holy
Spirit increased the hunger in my soul until it became
desperate. I am ashamed to say that for some days 1
doubted God's power to cleanse my heart from all sin,
even from the "sin that dwelleth in me" of Romans
vii. 20. But blessed be God : faith was born in my soul,

and He gave me the ability to trust Him to do for me what
He promises to do in I.Thessalonians v. 23, 24—to sanctify
me wholly.

Then the real fight of faith began. Ihe devil turned
the artillery of hell against my soul for about ten days, as
1 waited for God to give me the inward assurance that He
had cleansed my heart from all sin. At last, while reading

the second chapter of Acts, God gave me the inward
assurance 1 was desperately longing for. It came as I
read the 38th verse, "And ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost." God showed me that the blessing of
Sanctification was a free gift like Salvation, and into my
soul there stole a deep peace, with the assurance that God
had cleansed my heart from all sin, and that into that
cleansed heart the Holy Spirit had come in His fulness.
That is thirty years ago, and while I am deeply conscious
of the little spiritual growth there has been, I do want
to bear my testimony to what God in His great goodness
did for me then, and what He has done all through the

years, and is doing for me to-day. When He sanctified
me He revolutionised my spiritual life, and everything has
been different from that time on.

And I have seen God come to Christian men and
women both in the Mission Field and at home, in the

universities and elsewhere, in just the same w'ay, revolu
tionising their lives and service.

If you have not yet entered into this spiritual Land of
Canaan, I plead with you with all the earnestness of my
soul to seek God day and night until He leads you in.
Get alone with God until you have received from Him your

share of the blessing of Pentecost. Remember that
" He that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him." (Hebrews xi. 6.)
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Mrs. G. S. Ingram.

"They went every one straight forward; whither the
spmt was to go, they went; and they turned not when they
went."—Ezek. 1. 12.

This verse speaks to us of the living creatures that

came out of the midst of the fire. Some of us by God's
grace have "taken fire" at this Convention, and 4 want
our hves to be continually progressive, ever following hard

after the Lord. Thank God. like these living crlatures
"turned not when they went,"

there is no need for any turning aside or turning back
for any o, os; for God has no place in His programme for
blessings that do not last.

How is it going to be done? That is the question.
I know of only one answer, and it is simply this :
"By the Holy Ghost which is given unto us."Romans v. 6.

Now it is my experience, and I have no doubt it is yours,
that when God cornes and gives us some special blessing,
pretty soon the devd comes along and says,"But it won%
last : and sometimes we forget that"he is a liar and the

father of ,t ; and we believe him, and get pretty
miserable.

a

r

j

I came to Christ at 12 years of age, and for three
weeks I was gloriously happy. Then, quite suddenly, the
awful thought came, will it last? I did not know that it

was the voice of the devil; so I thought, I suppose it
won't last; what am I to do? Then all the sunshine

went out my sky, until after a little while God gave
me the verse

"Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever."—Hebrews xiii. 8.
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thus showing me that it was not a question of it at ail,
but it was He, and that He is *' for ever," so that I need
not fear.

Then later on, when God came to me with much deeper
blessing, the enemy came again and said, *' How about
this, will this stand life's tests, such as the Mission Field?

God met that second question with another "for ever."
It was in this verse:

" And I will pray the Father, and He shall give
you another Comforter, that He may abide with
you for ever."—John xiv. 16.
I thank God with all my heart for those two words, *' for
ever."

This verse in John xiv. was part of the long talk that

the Lord Jesus Christ had with His disciples, when the
shadow of the Cross was upon Him. He wanted to say

to them just the things which were most important; and
running all through this talk, almost like a chorus, we
find these words: "When He is come"; "When

the

Comforter is come ";"When the Spirit of Truth is
come "; as if He would say," When He, the Holy Spirit,
is come, when you have Him, you need not worry about

anything else. He is all you need."
The disciples did not really understand Him then. It
was not until the Day of Pentecost had fully come, and
thev were all filled with the Holy Ghost that they really

understood; but from that time onwards,

" By the Holy Ghost which is given unto us"
became the very motto of their lives. It was written across

all that they did, and was the explanation of their super
natural living.

Now it is quite easy to realise that you and I need

to be filled with the Holy Ghost for some special service
we have to do for God, such as taking a meeting or giving

a testimony, knowing that without the Holy Spirit our
service is useless. But we do not always realise that we
need the Holy Ghost just as much for our every-day lives,
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if we are going to live them to the glory of God. Yet
this is true. Let us think then of some of the every-day
needs which will confront us as we go away from Swanwick, and see how the Holy Spirit can meet them all.

1. The realisation of the presence of the Lord Jesus
Christ. This will be the greatest need, and this is the
special work of the Holy Spirit,—to make Jesus real to us.

Suppose that as we got into the train to-morrow morning,

the Lord Jesus Christ actually came to us, and taking us
by the hand, said, " I am coming home with you, and
I shall always be at your side, so that you can turn to

Me at any moment." We should look into His face, and
catch His smile, and not have another fear, no matter

what we had to face. That is exactly what the Holy
Spirit comes to do for us; it is His special work.

"That He would grant you ... . to be strengthened
with might by His Spirit in the inner man ;

that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith."
Eph. Hi. 16, 17.

I have often heard Mr. Wilkes say, that "dwell" means
to " make His home there," and be the Lord and Master
of the home. The Ephesian Christians needed to be

•• strengthened by His Spirit"that Christ might make His
home in their hearts, and that is what the Holy Spirit can
do for us. It was just what the Lord Jesus promised.
" At that day "(when we are filled with the Holy
Spirit) " ye shall know " what? "that I " (said
Jesus)" am in you."—John xiv. 20.
And so as we go away, we can appeal to the Holy Spirit
to make Jesus real to us, so that His presence will become
the most tremendous reality in our lives.

2. The power to live a holy life. '* God hath called
us unto holiness," Paul wrote, but he

hastens to

add

'* Who hath also given unto us His Holy Spirit."—1 Thess.
iv. 7-8. It would not be any use to call us unto holiness
otherwise; we could never reach it. We read of the

disciples that people "took knowledge of them that they
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had been with Jesus," and as the Holy Spirit makes the
indwelling presence of the Lord Jesus real to us, we shall
be transformed into the same image by the Lord the
Spirit. We cannot manufacture a holy life; we cannot
arrive at this life of holiness to which God has called us

except "by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us";
but thank God, He can and will work it out in us as we

continually yield ourselves to Him, and will transform us

into the same image . . . even as by the Lord the Spirit."
We must not be discouraged if we find that the trans

forming takes time, because having our hearts cleansed
from all sin, and being filled with the Holy Spirit is a
crisis; but growing up into Him in all things is a process,
and you and I will have to go on being transformed into

the image of Jesus Christ, until finally we are like Him
when we see Him as He is.

3. The power to overcome temptation. What am I
to do when temptation comes?
"Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome
them ; because greater is He that is in you, than he
that is in the world."—1 John iv. 4.

Now I know that those words were written primarily with
regard to the testing of spirits; but I am sure that we are
perfectly justified in taking them in this connection too.
The indwelling Christ is the only secret I know of a
life of victory. You remember when Mary and Martha

were in terrible trouble, and the Lord Jesus came to them,
they both met Him with words to this effect: " Lord, if

Thou hadst been here, this would never have happened."
Do not we know something of that experience? Have not

we sometimes said. " If only Thou hadst been there; if
we had realised

Thy presence,

it

would

never

have

happened; I should not have said that, or done this."
It will not do to go off and start looking for the Lord
Jesus

Christ

when

temptation

comes.

We

must

have a present remedy, and that remedy is Christ
dwelling in our hearts "by the Holy Ghost which is
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" By ihe Holy Ghost "

given

unto

us."

The

moment

temptation

comes,

when He is there, we can appeal to Him to keep
the door shut, and to meet the devil, for us.

It is no

use to go out and fi ght the devil ourselves. I know quite
well that the devil sometimes goes on battering at the
door, but temptation is not sin, and as long as we appeal
to the Lord Jesus Christ to come between us and the

temptation, we shall be more than conquerors, not in our
own strength at all, but " by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us."
4.

Help in prayer.

" For we know not how to pray as we ought; but
the Spirit . . —Romans viii. 26 R.V.

In the Urdu Version this verse is even stronger. Trans
lated rather freely it is :—

" By us it cannot be done, but the Spirit . . ."

It is easy to pray here with a lot of praying people
all around, and in this atmosphere of the presence of God;
but what about in our homes, or our business?

Is it

going to be as easy to pray then? Shall we want to pray
just as much there? Supposing some day you fi nd you
are not quite so keen as you know you ought to be?
Supposing the devil says, " Leave it until to-morrow, you
will feel more like it to-morrow."

But to-morrow we

should probably feel less like it! The perfect remedy has
been provided; we appeal to the Holy Spirit of God, "Whose
work it is to enable us to pray; and He will re-kindle the

fl ame that has gone a little dim, and before we know it
our heart will again be full of desire to pray.

Often and

often, I use that prayer—

" Quicken us, and we will call upon Thy Name:"
—Psalm Ixxx. 18.

Next time it is time to pray, and you do not feel quite
like it, pray " Quicken me, and I will call upon Thy
Name."
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5.

Power to love others.

*' The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts

by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us."—
Romans v. 5.

Now it is quite easy to love nice people; we can do
that by ourselves; but how about the people who rub us the

wrong way, and get on our nerves; how about loving
them? Think of the standard of loving that the Lord
Jesus Christ has set before us, and expects of us:—
" As I have loved you."
What does that mean?

How did He love us?

He loved

us when we were enemies. He loved us when we did not

care about Him in the very least. He loved to the utter
most. Then think of the standard of love in 1 Cor. 13,

the sort of love that excludes all jealousies and bitter
thoughts, and we say " Impossible, it cannot be done."
It is p>erfectly true that it cannot be done, except "By
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." Thank God when
He fills our hearts, the fire of that love burns up all our
" un-love" and He can *' create in our lives, what is

acceptable to Him "(Heb. xiit. 21, Moffat's version), that
supernatural love, which enables us to love people that

we cannot love at all of ourselves; and in so doing can get
glory to His name.
6. "That ye may abound in hope, through the power
of the Holy Ghost."—Romans xv. 13.

Are you ever tempted to get into the '* blues "? You
and I know perfectly well that if we get into the " blues "
we shall not recommend the Lord Jesus Christ at all; and

that we are not in the very least obeying the command to
be always rejoicing; and what is more, the devil loves
to get us down, and depress us, because then he has the
advantage over us. How wonderful then that God has

provided the way of victory. The secret is just the same;
we can *' abound in hope" regardless of everything, re
gardless of circumstances, "by the Holy Ghost." So the
next time you feel like getting into the " blues," remem117
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ber that the Holy Spirit was given to provide the remedy,
and that we can "abound in hope" through the power
of the Holy Ghost" if we will at once turn to Him, and
appeal to Him to do this for us.

There is much more also that the Holy Spirit can do
for us. He makes the Word of God a living book : He
enables us to live to the glory of God; even in difficult
circumstances and without any fear or dread as to whether

H is going to last, showing us that it does not depend on
us at all, but on our constantly relying on Him, because
the Spirit of Truth is given to us " for ever."

" By the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us."
"Given unto us," because

we read that "Your

heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask Him," and "He that seeketh findeth."—Luke xi.

13, 10. We have asked and received in these days; we
have sought and found the Holy Spirit which has been
given unto us.

" Given unto us," because we read of "the Spirit
which they that believe on Him should receive." ^John
vii. 39. We have believed during these days, and have
taken the Fire.

" Given unto us," because we read,"The Holy Ghost
Whom God hath given to them that obey Him."—Acts v.

82. We have obeyed during these days, and as we go on
obeying it will be just as true of us as of the living
creatures who came out of the midst of the fire,
"They went every one straight forward .. . they
turned not when they went."—Ezekiel 1. 12.
We shall follow hard after the Lord, " by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us."
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Rev. Jambs M. Pollock, M.A.
"Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath

begun a good work in you will perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ/'—Philippians 1. 6.
There are some things we cannot emphasise too often,
so that on this last evening of the Convention I desire
first of all to give a word to any who have not yet

entered into the blessing of heart purity and the infilling
of the Holy Spirit. It is strange that it should be so after

the helpful Scriptural teaching that God has given us in
this Convention. But still there may be those that are
yet unsatisfied, and some perhaps who are perple.xed or
puzzled. I would like to help you. I take it for granted
that you are convinced in heart and in mind that there

is such a blessing to be obtained as Entire Sanctification,
and I need not repeat any more of the promises; but still
it is important, if you are to seek this blessing, to believe

that God has it for you. So I give you just one word.
*' This is the will of God, even your sanctification."
—1 Thess. iv. 3.

There are three steps into the blessing. First of all
there must be a conviction of the fact that this blessing is
for you.

The second step is waiting upon Him in faith to
receive the blessing. All you and I can do is to commit
ourselves spirit, soul and body to our Saviour, trusting Him,
by His Spirit, to do the work. That is what we mean by
putting our "all on the Altar." Our Blessed Lord is the
living Altar, so to speak, on which we place ourselves, and

receive all from Him now by faith. You and I can do
no more, the blessing must come and only can come
from Him, and you need to wait upon God until He
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does it. The work of sanctifying, the work of cleansing
and filling with the Spirit is His work; and you must
trust Him to do in you as He has promised.

Faithful is He that calleth you, Who also will
do it."

He will do this work in you, and you cannot experience it
until He has done it. But the moment will come when

you will know in your heart that He has done it, and you
will come to the third place, that of the witness within

the revelation of the Spirit of Christ in you. Now
while you are waiting on God and trusting Him for the
blessing, the devil will often try and put all sorts of doubts
and fears into your mind. These you must meet with the
word of Promise. Like Abraham you must drive awav
the unclean birds from the sacrifice. You must refuse to

listen to the enemy, and with your hand on the promise,
and the eyes of your faith steadfastly looking to your
Saviour and to His faithfulness, keep on believing; and in
answer to your persistent, patient, humble faith, the
moment will come when the darkness will be dispersed.

"And the Lord,^ Whom ye seek, shall suddenly come
to His temple."

Then I want to say a word or two, as God helps
me, to those who have come into the blessing, and more
especially to our young friends.

(1) This blessing does not ntake you secute front
temptation. Rather I would say, and I think possibly
my brothers who have been speaking with me will
agree,

that

the

temptations

of

the

sanctified

life

are more subtle, and sometimes more intense and more

prolonged than those of the regenerate life. There are
temptations that God cannot trust to a regenerate soul;
but if you get sanctified, you come into the heavenly places
in a real way; it is the Epistle to the Ephesians that is
so full of the blessings of the heavenly places, that so
fully unfolds the power of the enemy, and explains what
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perhaps some of you have gone through since you first
were sanctified.

It is in that Epistle, chapter vi. 12, we read—

"We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual

wickedness in high places (in heavenly places)."
** We wrestle not against flesh and blood," i.e. our own

flesh, or anyone else's. Our wrestling is not with
flesh and blood, but *' with principalities, with world
rulers, with spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly
places." If you are going to be of any service to God,
these powers will seek to hinder you. Friends, do not
be discouraged if you meet with some of these subtle
and intense temptations.

It may help some if I gave a word of personal
experience. I received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
through reading addresses given in the Keswick Con
vention many years ago. I trusted God for a clean heart,
and for the Holy Spirit, and I had a gracious experience,
and blessing come into the Church where I was a Curate.
Then the devil came with all sorts of discouragements,

and not being thoroughly grounded on the teaching of
God's Word he got me to let go my confidence. 1 did
not backslide from God's service, but I did not have
the happiness and joy in the heart that I knew 1 ought
to have. It was through my brother, Mr. Wilkes, that
I got again out of the wilderness into the land of Promise.
Now do not let the devil deceive you like that. Remember
these discouragements and disheartenments come from the
evil one, and you must not simply pray, but " resist him.
It may be in the morning the enemy attacks your soul
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i^n this way when you want to have a quiet time. He
brings all sorts of thoughts and perhaps discouragements
into the mind, and the Word of God tells us we must
stand fast and "resist him." It is a help to speak

plainly to the devil and say " I resist you, Satan in the
name of the Lord Jesus," and you will find again and

again that the atmosphere is thus cleared. That is what

God's Word says;" Resist" not only pray against him"Resist the devil and he will flee from you."
(2) The sanctified life is not a life in which you
cannot sm. It is important to stress this. I always do
so because some have in past years gone from a Convention

like this, and notwithstanding what we have taught have
said that since they had received a clean heart, they could
not sin any more. To better instructed Christians that
brings reproach upon the doctrine we teach. Moreover it

is e.\treme presumption to say "now we cannot sin"
People, of course ask " How can you sin if your heart
IS cleansed?" Well, you can sin, because you still have
a very temptable body, and you carry about the flesh with
you and you have all the appetites of the flesh not in
themselves sinful, but ready avenues to sin. If Adam

could be tempted into sin, who had an absolutely pure bodv
what about us with a body and nature weakened and

impaired by the fall? No, only the Almighty grace of
God by the Indwelling Spirit can keep any of us from
sm, and it is written

" Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not."
But if we do sin? If you do—it will be a critical and

searching time to you, and here it is possible to make
two mistakes. You may think you were mistaken, and
never had a real experience of sanctification, and the devil
will come and endeavour to make you believe there is

really no such blessing, and you may let go your confidence
and sink back into a low level experience of Christian life.

On the other hand, and this is perhaps a worse thing,
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you may try and hush it up, and persuade yourself it was

only "a mistake" or "an infirmity." My dear brother

and sister, it was sin. Do not try and justify your
theology, justify the Lord. And so there is only one
thing to do, in humble penitence confess your sin, and
thank God—

" If any man sin "(even a sanctified man)" we have
an advocate with the Father,

Jesus

Christ the

righteous: And He is the propitiation for our sins."
And there is again pardon, cleansing and restoration to
be found. If you do sin, dear friend, never lose your

confidence. Bring yourself and your sin again to the
Saviour and you will find, as I have, what a patient and
compassionate Saviour He is. He will pardon, cleanse
and restore you, and as you bow in deep penitence, He
will do, if necessary, a still deeper work, and give you

grace to go on in victory.
(3) Another thing I want to say, which comes out
in this beautiful promise that I read at the beginning—

'* He which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ/^

This tells us that the blessing of Entire Sanctification is
not a finality. " He which hath begun a good work in

you."

Then comes a beautiful word in the original

" will perform it," i.e., "will complete it perfectly unto

the day of the Lord Jesus." Of course, that means there
is still more to follow after sanctification.

It is blessed

to have a cleansed heart, to have the hindrances removed,

and to have the Indwelling Comforter, and it is blessed
to go on being conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.
That is the great work the Holy Spirit comes to do in our
souls. I am not forgetting the work of usefulness and
fruitfulness in His service, that is another part of it, but
we read—
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"All things work together for good to them that

love God, to them who are called according to His
purpose.

For whom He did foreknow He also did

predestinate to be conformed to the image of His
Son."—Romans viii. 28, 29.

The same truth is brought before us in Phil. ii. 5.
♦' Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus :

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God : But made Himself
of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men :

And being found in fashion as a man. He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death even the
death of the cross."

'

No wonder

*' God also hath highly exalted Him."

He was always going down ; and a sanctified life, which
is the way of holiness, is a doing down into deeper
humility,

into

deeper self-effacement,

into

more

self-

denial. There is something of the shame and the reproach

of the Cross that every one of us here has to share,
and so the sanctified life means that

" If any man will come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me."

We have to do that in our lives at home, or in our
Churches, and some of you men in your places of business
too.

It is the way of growing likeness to the Lord Jesus,

deeper conformity into His death.

" Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abideth alone : but if it die, it bringeth forth
much fruit."

Yes, fruit unto God, fruit in blessing to others, when we
get where we can truly say—
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" Not I, but Christ, be honoured, loved, exalted;

Not I, but Christ, be seen, be known, and heard;
Not I, but Christ, in ev'ry look and action;

Not I, but Christ, in ev'ry thought and word."

Not I, but Christ," more and more into the image of
what a human life, lived in dependence on God and in the
power of the Holy Ghost can be.

(4) Then I want to speak about one other thing as
I come to a close. I want to ask you young people

especially to beware of the deception of the enemy in the
way of impressions. The enemy may seek to counterfeit
the Holy Spirit by putting impressions on the mind, and
make you think it is God that is leading you to do some
thing, or to say something, or to go somewhere. I may

repeat again here how I was once misled this way. I read
in a little book on the Christian life, by a well-known

Christian teacher of past years,"Look upon every prompt

ing to duty as from the Holv Ghost." 1 have found that
it is not safe to do this. I have found the enemy can give
counterfeit promptings to duty.

He can lay upon your

heart something that he wants to make you think God is
calling you to do. His object is to switch you off and get
into you a spirit of bondage, and a spirit of unrest. He
is really seeking to hinder your communion with God.
and your usefulness and witness. He is a subtle foe.
We were having a Convention in one of my

parishes, and a girl came into very real blessing, and
her face showed it.

She lived in a certain home as a

domestic servant, where her employers were not decided
Christians. I met her some little time after the Conven

tion, and I felt something had happened as the joy had
gone out of her face. I said to her, *' What is the rnatter
with you?", she answered, *' I have lost the blessing."
I asked her to come and see me. She came

to the

Vicarage and we had a talk. She told me "The Holy Spirit
told me to speak to my mistress about her soul. I could
not do it, and I have disobeyed Him, and the joy has gone."
I said to her," Are you sure it was the Holy Spirit? What
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kind of an impression was it? Was it an unrestful
nagging, worrying impression?" She answered, " Yes it
was." I said, •• That was not the Spirit of God, He does
not lead that way." My advice to her was, " You seek

to do your duty in that home faithfully and cheerfully, and

the day will probably come when your mistress will ask
you * what is the secret,' and then you will get the oppor
tunity of witnessing."

You may ask, how am I then to know when it is God

speaking to me? Well, He gives us an understanding,
1 believe, and we come to know when God is speak
ing to us through the Word or by direct promptings
of the Spirit. Each soul, I believe, has a secret under

standing with the Lord and just as we read in St. John
X. 4,

His sheep follow Him for they know His Voice

and a stranger will they not follow, for they know not
the voice of strangers."

I think we may say there are four marks of God's
Voice to the soul.

1. The Voice of the Spirit is a gentle voice, not a
loud voice. It was after the earthquake and the fire and

the wind that God spoke. These did not touch Elijah, but
then there came "a voice of gentle stillness," and then he
put his face in his mantle and went down before God. It

may be a powerful voice, but it is a gentle voice, not like
the nagging voice that came to that girl.
2. It is a constraining voice, not as I have said, a
driving voice.

"The Love of Christ constraineth us,"
and we ought to know no other constraint than love to
Christ.

3. It is an encouraging voice. The devil knows how
to discourage us. He impresses you to do something, and
at the same time makes it appear difficult or impossible.
He is a deceiver. The Lord Jesus is not like that. I do
not know whether you have had experiences like this, but
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if impressions disturb your peace, or communion with God,
be careful about them. '* The voice of a stranger will
they not follow."

4. The voice of God is always, I believe, m accordance
with what we read in James III. 17.
"The wisdom that is from above, is first pure, then

peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and with
out hypocrisy."

So my dear young friends, test your impressions.

To

follow blindly all impressions, even though apparently some

of them may be good ones, is not safe, and in this way
good Christian people have been led into eccentricities and
fanaticism and have thrown discredit on the way of holi

ness. The beautiful wisdom of the Spirit of God comes
to make us sweet, sane and strong Christian men and
women.

There is only one other thing to say and that is,
maintain all the habits of the devout life. Never neglect

prayer, never neglect feeding upon the Word of God day by
day. I go further and say, do not neglect the Lord's
day, and do not forsake the worship of the Sanctuary.

Surely it is our delight to join with His people, a delight
to worship Him. Honour then His day and His house,
and 1 would say also, honour His table. Come from
time to time to the table of the Lord and receive the

pledges of His love, and He will make Himself known to
you in the breaking of the Bread.

So beloved, if you and I will take heed to these

things, we shall be led on. He has led us out. He has
led us in, and He will lead us on safely.
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