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VISION, FIRE AND COMMISSION.

Rev. Barcray F. BuxtoN, M.a.
Isaiah 6. Vision. Response. Cleansing. Commission.

These are the four themes in this chapter which we
may well take heed to.

Our object in coming to this Convention is that God
will give to us the Vision, and the Fire, and the Commission
that He gave to Isaiah.

Oh that at this time, in this place, God’s presence may
be so with us, and God's grace so showered upon us, that
we may see these things here.

1. Now the first of all is VISION.

¢ 1 saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and His train filled the temple.”

A vision of glory. I think this young man Isaiah had
gone into the temple to worship, and to pray. He knew
that beyond the veil there was the Ark of the Covenant and
the Cherubim bending over it. And he knew that that was
the Throne of God, and God’s presence was manifested
there. But between him and that manifested glory there
was hung a thick veil. Isaiah was conscious of that veil
between him and God. DBut now in vision he sees that veil
done away. He saw the Lord face to face. He saw Him
enthroned, high and lifted up, and found He was the
Cleanser and the Blesser. And God wants us to have the
eyes of our understanding enlightened that we too may see
Him as the enthroned One, high and lifted up. It may
be that some of you have come to this Convention feeling
that there is a veil between you and your God, so that you
cannot get access to God, and cannot see His glory. Now
by the blood of Christ, the veil is done away, and we with
unveiled face can see the glory of the Lord, and be changed
into the same image. God wants that to take place here
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Vision, Fire and Commission

in this place. May we see that by the blood of Christ we
may have face to face communion with the Lord, as friend
speaks to friend. The Lord said on the last night, before
His crucifixion,

** The world seeth me not, but ye see me.”
It is the privilege of the Christian to see the Lord, for now
the veil is done away, and you and I may with unveiled
face see the glory of the Lord.

We have seen Him, in g measure, before. When
we were burdened with sin, we saw Him on the
cross, and we saw that He was bearing the consequences
of our sin. There we found peace with God and the gift
of eternal life. Later in our experience we saw that He
was the Risen Saviour, and that He had overcome sin and
death, and that we might share that victory, and be free
from sin. That changed our Christian life into a life of
victory. But there is more still to see. We may see the
Lord as the Ascended Lord on the throne, the One in
Whose hand is all the power in heaven and in earth. God
hath highly exalted Him and has given to Him the gift of
the Holy Ghost, to shed forth on those who seek Him.
He is an exalted Saviour, who can meet all your needs,
and take away all your iniquity, and give the fire of the
Holy Ghost. Oh that each one of us may have this vision
of our Lord. That is the beginning of all blessing.

Now there was a second part to the vision that Isaiah
saw. He saw what true service was. He saw service in

heaven, and, through that he saw what service on earth
ought to be.

** Above it hovered the seraphim,” waiting for instruc-
tion, ready to fly swiftly, directly they got the command.
The word * seraphim * means ‘* the burning ones,” for no
servant of such a God is worthy of the service, who is not
a burning one, burning with holy fire, burning with the
Holy Ghost. Each servant of our holy God must be
baptized with fire and thus do his service.

“Each one had six wings.” That is, they had
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