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PREFACE.

(Christian thoroughness, o
completeness, is a subject which deep!

interests all who believe God's word and desir

to walk in its light. Around the subject at

questions which we cannot evade, if we woult

either in our own thinking, or in converse wit
other minds. Some of these the writer h:

been led to examine, as he had opportunity
and in regard to them has reached conclusioi

which are, at least to him, more restful the

the previous uncertainties.

It might possibly be appropriate for me

apologize for so brief an utterance on so gre
a theme. It would in no wise be difficult 1

make a larger book. The subject is vital an
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attractive; and it touches the Christian system

at so many points, both doctrinal and experi

mental, that wide fields of thought open in

every direction. Still, the aim of the author

has been not to enter every inviting avenue oi

research, but to point out what seems to him

a plain path, in which all who love the Lord

Jesus Christ may walk in harmony; and that

a greater number of readers may be reached,

brevity, rather than amplitude, has been made

the rule of the discussion. It will be easy to

enlarge the plan at any future time, if need be

This little volume is placed in the hands of

the Christian reader with the earnest desire

that it may, if possible, help him to value his

Birthright still more highly, hold it by faith

with firmer grasp, and press on, more eagerly

than ever, to the attainment of the most exalted

privileges which it places within his reach.
J. T. C.

Newark, New Jersey, Feb., 1874.
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THE BIRTHRIGHT OF ALL GOD'S CHILDREN.

CHAPTER I.

THE NEW LIFE AND ITS PROBLEMS.

(HE great doctrine of the Scriptures,
of the Reformation, and the evan

gelical Christianity of our own day, is

Salvation by Faith. The apostolic com
mission is. Go ye into all the world, and

preach the Gospel to every creature. He

that believeth and is baptized shall be

saved; but he that believeth not shall be

damned. It is true, something must pre

cede the act of faith. The sinner must
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consider his ways, and realize in some

degree his guilt and danger. He must
yield to his convictions, be willing to
forsake sin, and live a life of all obe

dience to divine law, and joyfully con

sent to be saved by grace alone. He

that thus feels his guilt, and with a pen

itent, broken heart comes to Christ,

abandoning every other refuge, and

trusting in him for pardon, peace, and

all else he needs, shall be saved. No

matter how numerous, or how aggra

vated his sins, he shall be saved. Nay,

he that thus repents and believes is

saved. Saul, who three days before was

a fierce persecutor, breathing threaten-

ings and slaughter against God's people,

and exceedingly mad against them, be

lieves, and in that same moment is saved.

The jailer at Philippi who, an hour be-
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fore, drew his sword with the intention

of plunging it into his own heart, believes

and is saved. Thus the Gospel of Christ

is the power of God unto salvatio7t to

every one that belicveth.

But in what sense is the penitent be

liever thus saved ? The infinite gift is

instantaneous. He that believeth not is

condemned; he that believeth is saved;

and whether man can detect it or not,

there is a point of time when the peni

tent passes from unbelief to belief, from

death unto life. His condition, up to

that moment, is one of inexpressible evil.
He is guilty, condemned, corrupt, help

less, the wrath of God resting on him,
and hell waiting his coming, with its

eternal darkness and despair. Saved by

faith, he attains a state inexpressibly
exalted. He escapes from wrath; for
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there is no condefnTicitiofi to them which

arc ift Christ yesus. He no longer
trembles in view of his peril, for he can
say, O, Lord, I will praise thee: though
thou wast angry with me, thine anger is
turned away. He is no longer an alien
from God, but a child, an heir: and the

spirit itself beareth witness of the new

and exalted relation which he now sus

tains to the King of kings and the Lord

of lords. So great a transformation has

been wrought that it is called a new

birth, and he is said to be born again,

born from above, born of God. Because

he is in Christ, he is declared to be a

new creature: old things are passed

away ; behold, all things are become new.

And all things are of God, who hath

reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ.

The children of God are said to be a
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chosen gcnei'ationy a royal priesthood^

a holy nation, a peculiar people; that

they should show forth the praises of
Him xuho hath called them out of dark
ness into his marvelous light. Thus

the divine word describes the great
transition.

In regard to the relation which the

penitent believer sustains to God there

is little room for controversy. He is a
child of God and an heir of heaven.

Living, the divine smile is upon him;
he goes to be forever with the

Lord. Living or dying, he is the Lord's.
But while he is yet on earth, there are
promises and exhortations in regard to
the new life within him which may well
arrest his attention, and fill his soul with

lofty aspirations. He is urged not to
rest content with the beginnings of the
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Christian life, but to £"0 on unto perfec
tion, to grow up into Christ in all things,

from a chtld become a ntan / and
having Christ dwelling in his heart by
faith, and being rooted and grounded in
love, to comprehend with all saints what
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height; and to know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, and be filled
with all the fullness of God. To all who

are born of God it is said, Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father which is

in heaven is perfect. These expressions

certainly point to things beyond, to pos

sibilities of attainment which are in ad

vance of all that the beginner has yet

known. What, then, are these possibili

ties of the new life? To those who are

entering the promised realm of rest, it

would seem that there remaineth yet very
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much land to be possessed. Where lies
the goodly heritage ? Where is the way
by which we shall go up ? What enemies
beset the path, and with what weapons

shall we fight them? By what token

shall we know when we begin to tread

its richest soil ?

The Methodist Churches, both in En

gland and America, hold, and have always

held, the doctrine of Christian Perfec

tion. The Methodist Episcopal Church

has never faltered in its advocacy. Our

standard theological works teach it, and

scarcely a year passes without some new

publication on the subject. Before a

minister can be received into Conference

membership he is called upon to answer,

before God and his brethren—and is

expected to answer in the affirmative,

too—these three questions : " Are you
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going on to perfection ? Do you expect
to be made perfect in love in this life ?

Are you groaning after it?" We an
swer these questions affirmatively, and
think that we are sincere; but how few

feel assured that they have gained the
gracious state? Hardly one in twenty
of our ministers professes it, either pub
licly or privately, so far as I can learn.

We preach it occasionally; but among
our people its confessors are still fewer,

in proportion to numbers, than in the

ministry. Even among our bishops, from

1784 to the present day, confessors are

as hard to find as in any other class of

our people. The very princes of our

Israel have been silent in regard to their

own experience of it. The apostolic

Wesley never professed it. In the sixty-
fourth year of his age, and the forty-




