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f
has been said that Christianity's greatest crime is

^^Khe withholding- of the message of light and life from
those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.

The love of God revealed in the atoning death of His Son
is news which should be spread from shore to shore. The
true Christian knows no greater joy than to tell of God's
grace to souls in need.
When Gipsy Smith was first converted, he became very

anxious for the conversion of his uncle. He could not
broach the subject to him since it was not considered
proper among gipsies for children to address their elders
on the subject of duty. So the boy just prayed and
waited for God to open the way. One day his uncle
noticed a hole in the lad's trousers, and said, " Rodney,
how is it that you have worn out the knees of your
trousers more quickly than the other boys ? " "I have
worn them out praying that God will make you a
Christian, Uncle," said the boy !—and then burst into
tears. His uncle uttered not a word but put his arm
round his nephew and drew him to him. It was not very
long after that both were found bending their knees in
prayer to the Saviour.
For the Christian who is sincerely desirous of reaching

the unconverted with the message of the Gospel, there is



probably no more effective method than tract distribution.
Thousands of souls have been led to Christ through
reading one of these "silent messengers," and it is im
possible to over-estimate the value of tract work. In view
of the rich spiritual dividends it pays, it is amazing that
so few folk invest their time and energy in this work.

•  'n hope that the interest of others be arousedm this all-important sphere of activity and that some may
be inspir^ to engage in regular and systematic tract distri
bution, that this little book has been written. A consider
able amount of the matter contained herein has been
furnished by members of the committee of the Victory

^ j ̂ nd the author acknowledges his indebtednesso  pse w o contributed notes, suggestions and illustra
tive incidents.

It should be added that it has been necessary to pen
these pages extremely hurriedly and at a time when leisure
was more restricted than usual. The indulgence of
readers is craved, therefore, if imperfections are very
patent.

Fredk. a. Tatford.'
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Foreword
rHIS is a most convincing book, and I warmly

commend it to all who are interested in the salvation
of men. It could not be published at a more appro

priate moment. The world is groping in darkness and
despair and men's hearts are failing them for fear. This,
then, is surely the supreme moment to broadcast the
Gospel message. The rank and file will not read serious
books on religion to-day; life is too rushed and time too
short, and the whole trend of literature is to produce
something exciting and easily read. To-day this is
recognised, and the modern tract is produced in an
attractive cover with a catching title, and once having
captivated the interest of the readers the Gospel Is intro
duced and the Scriptures made known.

There are two things that strike me forcibly in reading
this book. The first is that God has honoured the distribu
tion of tracts among men right down the years: the
illustrations on this point are both numerous and con
vincing. Secondly, it is a task that anyone may
undertake. The humblest Christian can slip a tract into
a letter, the lowliest saint can pass on the Gospel message
in print to some needy soul. It is a piece of work that
everyone can do—it is service that all God's children can
render. The old excuse that tracts are unsuitable no
longer exists. The Victory Tract Club and other societies
are now publishing Gospel messages in most attractive
and modern form.

Some years ago a patent medicine was brought out in a
modern and attractive box with this slogan on it: We
cannot improve our medicine, it has stood the test of
years; all we can do is to improve and modernise the box
in which it is sold." We cannot improve our message,
it is eternal I ruth, but we can and have made more
attractive the "Silent Messenger" which contains and
presents the message.
May this book stir the hearts of many to begin in a

way to distribute the message through the printed page.

—A.

vm

SS|;S
X

I

rHE religious revival of the fourteenth century was
due very largely to the hundreds of Gospel leaflets,
written by hand by John WyclilTe and broadcast

throughout Britain. The Bohemian revival shortly after
wards resulted, to no small extent, from John Huss's
translations of WyclifTe's tracts. Thousands were won
for Christ in another day by Gospel tracts penned by
Luther and Calvin, whilst those written in prison by
Hans Hauge were the means of winning many in Sweden
for the Lord.

The eighteenth century revival again owed a consider
able amount to the tracts which flowed from the prolific pen
of John Wesley and which reached tens of thousands in
Britain. The great spiritual harvests reaped in America
by Charles Finney and Dwight L. Moody were preceded
in each case by a widespread distribution of Gospel tracts.

It is. therefore, impossible to over-estimate the impor
tance of tract distribution. Over 30,000,000 people in
Britain never attend a place of worship : apart from the
radio, almost the only means of reaching them with the
Gospel is by use of the printed page. Gospel leaflets,
as one writer points out, " can go everywhere. Tracts
know no fear, never tire, can be multiplied without end
by the press, can travel at little expense. They can talk
to one as well as to the multitudes, and to a multitude
as well as to one. They require no public room in which
to tell their story. They can tell it in the kitchen or


